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JOHNSON COUNTY AIRPORT COMMISSION 
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES 

November 16, 2022 
8:00A.M. 

Airport Commission Board Room 

1 New Century Parkway 
New Century, KS 

Present: Weisenburger, Kissinger, Lehman 

Remote: Harris, Spence 

Staff: Dunham, Hails, Johnson, Otto, Peet, Schoenhofer 

Others: Scott Neufeld, Johnson County Bureau Chief 
Greg Martinette, Southwest Johnson County EDC President 

Chairman Weisenburger called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 

I. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Consider recommending approval of real estate contract for simultaneous land sale at New 
Century Commerce Center 

Mr. Otto explained that item is regarding a simultaneous land sale between the Airport 

Commission and Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT). He clarified the land involved 

currently owned by KDOT would be a parcel in the western portion of the southern Runway 

Protection Zone (RPZ) for runway 18/36 at New Century AirCenter, which includes mostly trees 

and no improvements, and an eastern parcel in that same RPZ which includes current KDOT 

improvements and buildings. The land included currently owned by the County at the New 

Century Commerce Center would be a parcel to the east of the current fire station and south of 

the wastewater plant off Leawood Drive. He stated that a small part of this land was previously 

rented out to a tenant several years ago who have since left. 

Mr. Otto explained that the county has agreed to fund the rebuild of KDOT's improvements on 

the new land to make them whole in the transaction. He added that the cost of those 

improvements could not be funded by the Airport's Reserve fund, per the FAA, so the assistance 
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from the County through federal dollars is an approved method offunding being used. The cost 

built into the contract is an amount up to $4 million with KDOT paying any difference beyond 

that amount. That cost was calculated using a previous KDOT build project in Newton in 2020-

2021 along with inflation and additional costs to meet county building standards. He further 

stated that once the land sales are complete, the Airport Commission would need to lease to 

KDOT their current land with improvements until the new improvements could be built or 

moved on their newly acquired land within New Century Commerce Center. 

Mr. Otto explained that while some preliminary design work is already complete, KDOT could 

continue to move forward with design work until the FAA and Department of Defense cleared 

the land release, which would be required for the county to sell their land within New Century 

Commerce Center to KDOT. He added the appraisals came back on all properties involved with 

KDOT's current land appraising at just under $1 million while the Airport Commission's current 

land appraised at just above $1 million. 

Ms. Dunham gave additional details of the specific of this contract such as KDOT needing the 

Federal Highway Administration's approval to release their land and the use of State of Kansas 

forms instead of county forms. 

Mr. Neufeld commented that he believed the county commissioners were largely in support of 

this transaction, as they understand the importance of maintaining the RPZ. 

Chairman Weisenburger asked about any environmental assessment being done, given KDOT's 

previous use of their current land. Mr. Otto answered that Terracon is currently working 

through an environmental assessment to determine impacts of KDOT's activities on the land. 

Ms. Dunham clarified that there is a clause built into the contract that allows the Airport 

Commission to cancel the transaction if the environmental assessment is unsatisfactory. 

Commissioner Kissinger asked if the environmental assessment would account for any activities 

by the military back in the days of the Naval Base? Mr. Otto clarified that it is not believed that 

the military occupied any of KDOT's current land, but those items would be looked at for the 

Airport Commission's current land, as it sits within the old base boundaries. 

Chairman Weisenburger asked how much more land would be out of the Commission's control 

if this transaction goes through. Mr. Otto stated that the only remaining piece of land that 

would be an issue would be the parcel currently occupied by a local fast food restaurant 

improvement to the east of the current KDOT land. He stated that the land parcel east of the 

local fast food restaurant is already owned by the County as party of the RPZ. He further 

clarified that this transaction will not affect the right of way access that currently exists feeding 

that fast food restaurant, but that all land being acquired by the Airport Commission is in the 

RPZ. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

OF THE REAL ESTATE CONTRACT FOR SIMULTANEOUS LAND SALE AT NEW CENTURY COMMERCE 

CENTER. APPROVED (5-0) 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. KISSINGER TO RECESS THE 

COMMISSION'S OPEN MEETING AND CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:22 AM, FOR A PERIOD OF 

10 MINUTES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF THE ACQUISITION OF REAL 

PROPERTY AND TO PROTECT JOHNSON COUNTY'S INTERESTS, AND TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 

IN THIS ROOM AT 8:32 AM, OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY END. 

APPROVED (5-0) 

RECONVENED AT 8:32 AM 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. KISSINGER TO RECESS THE 

COMMISSION'S OPEN MEETING AND CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:33 AM, FOR A PERIOD OF 

7 MINUTES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF THE ACQUISITION OF REAL 

PROPERTY AND TO PROTECT JOHNSON COUNTY'S INTERESTS, AND TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 
IN THIS ROOM AT 8:40 AM, OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY END. 

APPROVED (5-0) 

RECONVENED AT 8:40 AM 

Ill. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 8:41 am the meeting was adjourned. 

CHAIRMAN WEISENBURGER ADJOURNED. 

~£~· 
/ John\Nittenborn, Secretary 

3 




