
 
     

   
   

        
  

 
  

  
         

    
      

         
       

 
            

 
    

  
 

  
   

    
    

   
  

   
     

    
    

                
 

              
  

     
  

    
   

            

JOHNSON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Johnson County Administration Building 
111 South Cherry Street, Olathe, Kansas 

Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room, 3rd Floor 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 23, 2022 
5:45 p.m. 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
A meeting of the Planning Commission of Johnson County, Kansas, was convened at 5:46 p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, and was called to order by Chris Iliff, Chairman, with the following 
members present and participating; to-wit: Michael Levin, George Lund, Lindsay Grise, Mark 
Huggins, James Neese, Randall Downing, and Roger Mason. Dave Johns, Kelley Rast and Teri 
Atwell were absent. Also present were Jay Leipzig, Sean Pendley, Diane Wicklund, Sherry Cross, 
and Megan Lynch, Johnson County Planning Department; Bob Ford, Chief Legal Counsel; 
Geoffrey Vohs and Brian Pietig, Public Works Department; Craig Wood and Trent Thompson, 
Department of Health and Environment. 
B. ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Chairman Iliff: Let us start with roll call. 
[roll call] 
Chairman Iliff: I’m going to make a short statement. Do we have anybody online, by any chance? 
Ms. Lynch: We do not. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. I’ll just read a short statement. Any person desiring to give evidence, 
comment or testimony regarding an agenda item is encouraged to call or email the Planning 
Department prior to the date of the hearing. A little late for that now. The Planning Department 
will provide all comments and questions reviewed by the Planning Commission, and the 
comments will be made a part of the public record. The Planning Department may be reached by 
telephone at 715-2200 or email a Planner at jocogov.org. 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Iliff: We’re now ready for public comments. It doesn’t appear that there is any member 
of the public here, but perhaps I’m wrong. This is an opportunity for members of the public to 
address the Planning Commission on an item which does not appear on the agenda. Please limit 
your comments to two minutes. Is there any member of the public that would like to address us? 
Hearing none, we will move on to the agenda. 
D. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND EX-PARTE COMMUNICATIONS BY 

MEMBERS 
E. AGENDA – ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS 
Chairman Iliff: Are there any proposed additions or deletions for the agenda tonight? Hearing 
none, the agenda will stand as printed. I note we have several departments that are going to be 

https://jocogov.org


  
 
 

 
 

     
 
 

    
     

   
  

    
   

  
     

  
  

  
          

  
  

   
   

 
  

        
   

    
   

              
      

   
  

              
 

    
 

    
          

           
   

  
  

           
 

   
          

           

Motion by Comm. Downing, seconded by Comm. Lund, to approve the minutes as printed. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

G. ANNUAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW 
Chairman Iliff: The next item on the agenda is our annual Solid Waste Management Plan review. 
I think we have a couple of representatives from our Solid Waste Management Plan group, so if 
you would come forward and introduce yourselves, and we’ll look forward to hearing what you 
have to say. 
Mr. Wood: Thank you Mr. Chairman. My name is Craig Wood. I’m with the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environment. I am the Solid Waste Manager for the County. I head up 
the planning part, and I also do regulatory inspections of all the solid waste facilities across 
Johnson County. 
Mr. Thompson: I’m Trent Thompson. I’m the Program Manager for the Environmental 
Department, DHE. 
Mr. Wood: Mary was not able to…She had a conflict tonight, who is our Director, so I am going to 
be presenting to you guys today. This is the third update. What we do through KDHE is we do 
annual updates on four years, and then we do a comprehensive rewrite of a larger document 
every five years. So we are on the third annual update, so in two years – we come before you 
guys every year – but in two years we’ll have a really big document to go over. That will take a 
little bit more time, but again, it’s required by Kansas Statute 65-3405. Really, one of the main 
vital things right now that we’re looking at is that we need to be looking at the life of the Johnson 
County Landfill. Right now we have about 600,000 people, and it’s estimated that it will last for 
about the next 20 years. It says 25, but I just heard the other day kind of an update with Waste 
Management, so according to the U.S. Census, it looks like by about 2040 to 2045 that we will 
have almost a million people in Johnson County, approximately. So, that’s growing, so with that 
growth, I would anticipate that we will have more trash, which means that that life will kind of 
speed up a little bit. Or maybe even a lot of it. So, we’re going to be watching that very, very 
carefully. Through the State of Kansas, they have a Solid Waste Management, they have a solid 

reporting to us tonight, and we thank them for coming. We really appreciate it. But I would ask 
you to try to be succinct so that we can get through the agenda as quickly as possible. 
F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

June 28, 2022, Meeting Minutes and May 10, 2022, Special Meeting Minutes 
Chairman Iliff: Next item on the agenda is the approval of the minutes of the June 28, 2022, 
meeting. Are there any suggestions for changes, recommendations for additions or deletions of 
the minutes? Hearing none, do I hear a motion to approve as printed? 

waste permit, to go up to a certain elevation across their landfill, and right now that permit, which 
will be the last one, that has already been issued, will be expiring in 2043. So, lots of things to 
come in the next 20 years. 
The other update I have is that our Solid Waste Management Committee, we still have a few 
empty seats, but we have a membership of 14, with seven cities and a general public, a private 
industry, and a solid waste field, and also some businesses and citizens organizations that also 
are all on our committee, very similar to yours. We meet bimonthly. They also approve that five-
year plan I was mentioning. Other than that, we don’t really have a whole lot. Things are kind of 
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moving along, and we’ve made a lot of good progress on some of the facilities. One of the things 
that has been improved is composting. We have a number of companies now that are picking up 
food waste and other organic matter to be able to compost. Single-family residents are working 
hard to put good recycling in there, and one of the things we’re talking to them about is what can 
and can’t go into your trash can from a recycling standpoint for the facility that actually sorts the 
recyclable materials. So we’re trying to make that as clean as possible so that we’re not throwing 
anything away that we don’t need to. 
Then also, our green business program continues to grow, and let’s see here. The construction 
demolition landfills also, we’ve been using them, or working with them, on technical assistance to 
try and remove some of the material going from there, going into the construction demolition 
landfills. Because those are unlined, unlike the Waste Management one, and so just only 
construction debris can be put in there. I think that’s it. Any questions? 
Comm. Levin: I had an off-the-wall question. I recently went to a leadership program where they 
brought in a waste management company and discussed, they basically educated us on what 
should and should not go into…My question is, are we doing anything to educate, not just the 
adults, but the kids, and as they get older, they will then have a better idea of what. Is there any 
kind of program we offer for that? 
Mr. Wood: Actually, we are working with the schools, and it kind of depends on which waste 
company you’re working with, because we have multiple of these, they’re called material recovery 
facilities that have all of the engineering to be able to sort all of the different things. Some of them 
prioritize other different materials. So, it is confusing. Even as a professional, I have to kind of 
keep track of what’s going on, and I’m always asking, “Are you adding things? Are you not?” but 
most of the things are no food, empty and wash out bottles and stuff, but mainly plastics right 
now, paper. Anything paper is good. Most of the stuff that we normally do all gets recycled, but 
it’s just trying to make sure that we don’t add certain other things. Because some people just 
throw it all out. Sometimes they’ll take all of their trash and put it in the recycling bin. So that’s 
what we’re trying to stop so we have a cleaner stream. 
Comm. Levin: I appreciate the answer. I’m just curious, do we have an educational program to 
work with the schools, is my question. 
Mr. Thompson: Yeah, if I can add to that. We do have a pretty robust educational program with a 
lot of our local schools. We’re currently working with Shawnee Mission School District through a 
grant with K-State and the EPA, to better inform the youth on how to properly recycle. We also 
have a dedicated public information officer that also does I think around 100 presentations a year 
in local schools. So education is a big part of what we do. 
Comm. Levin: Thank you. Appreciate both of you. 
Chairman Iliff: Do different companies have different rules? That is, different vendors within the 
county? Mine happens to be Waste Management, but there are several others in my 
neighborhood that provide the same services. Do they have different rules between the 
companies, especially with regard to recycling? Or are they all on the same page? 
Mr. Wood: In general, yes, but there are differences between different haulers. Because some of 
them take…some of the smaller haulers, like Waste Management and then GFL, both have their 
own material recovery facilities, so really all of the other ones take their stuff to those two facilities 
to get them sorted and take to market basically. But some go back up to Leavenworth County, so 
they might have a different outlet up there if it’s some of the smaller haulers that come to town 
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from, that are coming down from north and outside, or some of the smaller haulers can have 
different requirements, basically. 
Chairman Iliff: Is all of our solid waste in Johnson County, setting aside construction debris, all 
taken to the facility up near Lake Quivira? 
Mr. Wood: It is not. One facility goes to the Hamm Landfill over near Lawrence. That’s the only 
one that does not go there. Everything else, I believe the GFL one down in Harrisonville, that 
might go south into Missouri or somewhere. I’m not exactly sure. 
Chairman Iliff: And where does

Comm. Grise: Just a quick question. Ever since COVID I think most of us would acknowledge 

places will take that, but I guess I was curious – is that kind of the content of our recycling? Are 
we going to do maybe different programs, maybe to invest in cardboard recycling? 
Mr. Thompson: That’s a good…sure I’ll give it a go –
Mr. Wood: We could both try. 
Mr. Thompson: Yeah. 

 construction debris go? 
Mr. Wood: We have three different facilities across Johnson County that will take them. Mainly 
they’re along 159th corridor. There’s Asphalt Sales. There’s APAC is clear over on 167th and 
Metcalf. That’s the only one kind of in the metro area. The others are on the skirt. 
Chairman Iliff: And Mr. Thompson, are you in charge of the hazardous waste material recycling 
that goes on up at the water plant? 
Mr. Thompson: Yes, I am. 
Chairman Iliff: That’s a great service to the county. Yeah. I’ve used it before, and it seems to work 
really well. 
Mr. Thompson: Appreciate that, and it is part of our Solid Waste Management Plan. It’s a big part 
of diverting that hazardous material from landfills and the environment, so I appreciate the 
comment. 

that the number of packages we get delivered to our houses has drastically increased, and I was 
curious if, whereas before my recycling was maybe all aluminum cans of various vendors, right? 
But now it seems like it’s all Amazon Prime boxes, and I guess I was curious if we had looked 
at…Is there…I’m sure it’s consistent across the county. Is there…I know that most of the recycling 

Mr. Wood: One of the things that we did, basically, under kind of our previous five-year plan was 
we actually did a study where we went to the landfills and actually did sorting to kind of get an 
idea of what’s going into the landfill, and I would say, yes, probably cardboard is more prevalent 
in the waste stream, but I think people are pretty good about knowing that that is recyclable. I 
think one of the things that we probably could improve upon is to make sure that people break 
down the boxes so that they’re flat and they don’t take up so much room. If you even take 
crunching, to…yeah, anyway. But other than that, I think also the plastic, all the little, like, pillows 
and things like that, you can put those in with your grocery sacks in general, and I think our media 
person really does push a lot of that stuff. So, if you want to look at - I can’t remember the handle 
on it – but anyway if you look up like recyclespot.org is a great resource. 
Comm. Grise: Thank you. 
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we probably won’t have it in Johnson County because land prices are going to be high. The other 
thing is that most of the time when people say, “Hey, I’m going to site a landfill here,” lawsuits 
start cropping up very fast, so it can take up to ten years to do that, and I don’t know that we have 
the time for that. My thought is with a couple of landfills that have quite a bit of capacity into the 
future, we would probably build maybe…we have one transfer station. I believe that at least one 
other transfer station, so like what Olathe has, where you would bring your truck in, they would 
consolidate it onto a semi-trailer, and then they would haul it to a further away spot, would 
probably be my, if I had to bet my betting limit, which is a dollar, I would probably do that. But that 
is one thing that we’re going to start thinking about and really talking about a lot, because with 
what we generate now, and we start adding approximately 300,000 to 400,000 people in the next 
10 to 20 years, that’s going to be a big deal. 
Comm. Neese: Well, is there room in existing landfills in other counties, or would each county 
have to find a property outside the county and manage it? How would that work? 
Mr. Wood: I don’t know legally how that works, quite honestly, and I don’t know, I would have to 
talk to some of the lawyers and see what the feeling is, if we could buy land outside of Johnson 
County. I have no idea. I’ve not explored that, but to me, there are a number of landfills in the 
region that have some capacity, but when we start putting our landfill material into their landfills, 
it’s going to fill up pretty quick. Because when we’re talking about probably over a million tons per 
year, that’s going to compound very, very quickly. So, that’s my opinion only. That’s my conjecture 
of kind of reading the tea leaves right now, but I just don’t see it happening in Johnson County, 
just from a standpoint of being able to acquire land and also just dealing with all of the lawsuits 
that I think would come with it. 
Comm. Downing: Quick question. So has all this emphasis on recycling of containers and 
cardboard and all that, has it extended the life of the landfill at all? 
Mr. Wood: Absolutely it has. I feel very strongly that it has. We have maintained, even growing, 
that we are still basically generating at about four pounds per person per day, but when you’re 
growing as fast as we are, it’s outpacing…It’s not outpacing the landfill space, but we aren’t 
gaining any more at this point, so that’s going to add up fast. 

Comm. Neese: I’ve got a question. I know 2040 is way off, but at what point do you start looking 
for a new location? You’re probably looking now, maybe, and do you have a feel for where that 
next major part is going to be? Because as the unincorporated area in the county shrinks – it 
doesn’t have to go in an unincorporated area, I guess – but could you give us a feel for what 
you’re looking for, and when you might acquire the next property? Because it’s certainly going to 
be way before 2040. 
Mr. Wood: Yes, I will say I have some ideas, but I’m certainly not settling on anything at this point. 
I do think especially with the population that looks to be coming, my opinion, just generally, is that 

Comm. Downing: Very good. Yeah, and good luck in siting a new landfill. I remember when they 
tried to expand whatever the – I forget who owned the landfill down there before Waste 
Management – but there were some real battles going on just trying to even extend that one, so 
– 
Mr. Wood: Yes. 
Comm. Downing: - a new one is going to be a real fight. 
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Mr. Wood: Yes. I know that like Lee’s Summit, they tried to find some space at another county, 
and they never did site anything. 
Chairman Iliff: Mr. Wood, Mr. Thompson, thank you very much. 
Mr. Wood: All right. Thank you very much. 
Chairman Iliff: Next item on the agenda is our Public Works update. I see we do have 
representatives from Public Works. 
Mr. Leipzig: Mr. Chair? 
Chairman Iliff: Yes. 
Mr. Leipzig: Could I interrupt for one second? I wonder if, I think it might be best if you all gave a 
formal recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners that the proposed Johnson 
County Solid Waste Management Plan is consistent with the Johnson County Rural 
Comprehensive Plan. I was going to ask these guys if that’s what they need. Just to clarify 
something on the agenda? 
Chairman Iliff: Yeah, I think that’s a point well taken, and I skipped over that. I apologize. Mr. 
Thompson, would you agree that sending a finding to the BOCC regarding your proposed 
Johnson County Solid Waste Management Plan is consistent with the Johnson County Rural 
Comprehensive Plan? Would that be useful and helpful to you? 
Mr. Thompson: Yes, sir. 
Chairman Iliff: All right. Do we have someone who would like to make that recommendation? 
Motion by Commissioner Levin, seconded by Commissioner Downing, to forward a 
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners that the proposed Johnson County Solid 
Waste Management Plan is consistent with the Johnson County Rural Comprehensive Plan. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman Iliff: All right. You have your recommendation, then. 
Mr. Thompson: Thank you. 
Chairman Iliff: Thank you, and thank you, Jay, for pointing that out. 
H. PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE 
Chairman Iliff: All right. Public Works updates? 
Mr. Vohs: Good evening. I’m Geoff Vohs. I’m the Engineering Manager for Public Works, and 
we’d like to start out this evening with our 2022 Edition Update for Street Construction and Storm 
Drainage Standards for Subdivisions. We presented this to you back in 2020. I don’t know who 
all was here for that, and then COVID hit, and we put this on hold. Now we’re moving forward with 
it again. It really hasn’t changed too much. We are updating our specifications to the current KDOT 
version. The ones in the current specs, you can’t even get on the KDOT website anymore. We 
get tons of questions on that. That’s for every item except for pavement, and we will be using KC 
Metro APWA for our pavement design. 
All text describing how to construct an item in there has been deleted. I think you all got the redline 
versions of this to take a look at. The user is directed to the correct KDOT specification. 

Johnson County Planning Commission 6 August 23, 2022 



  
 
 

 
 

     
 
 

 
    

      
    

   
     

      
        

 
       

    
     

     
   

   
   

   
    

  
  

   
     

   
         

        
     

 
  

    
   

  
   

                 
   

    
 

  
 

References to Overland Park standards have been changed to KCMetro APWA for any items and 
standards that aren’t detailed in the standard drawings of the document. 
Revisions to the detail sheets, we updated the surfacing types to match County standards. We 
added slope clarification notes to the typical sections, and then we updated main material 
changes throughout the standards for current availability. We’ve also added a standard detail 
sheet showing how to lane width and shoulders to an existing asphalt road. We basically want 
those added as gravel out to the right width, so that when we come back and pave, we can get 
those paved correctly. And then we added typical section details. You’ll find these in all of our 
plans that we put together. There’s a lot of good notes on there of how to do entrance details, 
subgrade, all that kind of stuff in there, so that the developer and their engineers know what they 
need to be designing to. On our typical section sheets, particularly this Type B Collector Street. 
Typically, we’ve added the minimum infrastructure improvements down there at the bottom for 
existing asphalt roads and gravel roads, just to make it a lot clearer to the developer what they 
need to do in order to meet those standards. That’s really the majority of the changes. There’s lot 
of little clarifications in there, but I’m happy to answer any questions you might have. 
Comm. Neese: I’ve got a couple questions. 
Mr. Vohs: Sure. 
Comm. Neese: One is, back in the day at one time, if you lived in the country, on a gravel road, 
neighbors could chip in to get the road chip-and-sealed. Is that program still available? 
Mr. Vohs: No. 
Comm. Neese: Okay, I thought that was the case. 
Mr. Vohs: We do have a dust control cost share program that they can participate in now. 
Comm. Neese: Okay, and if you participate in it, do you pay for the dust control? 
Mr. Vohs: In most cases the resident pays for half, and the County pays for the other half. 
Comm. Neese: Okay. What’s the cost? What is it on, what is it? On 100 yards, or -? 
Mr. Vohs: That I do not know. 
Comm. Neese: Okay. 
Chairman Iliff: There’s the man with the checkbook. 
Mr. Pietig: Good evening. It’s about $250 apiece. 
Comm. Neese: Okay. Next question is…You can stay there. How are you doing? Good to see 
you again. 
Mr. Pietig: It’s Public Works night. 
Comm. Neese: Long time, no see. It is Public Works night. For 2023, do you have just a feel for 
the upgrade of roads from gravel to…I remember, once upon a time, you said there was like, quite 
a few miles yet, to gravel road. Do you have any kind of 2023 numbers or ideas of what you’re 
going to upgrade from gravel to harder surface? 
Mr. Pietig: That’s our next subject. 
Comm. Neese: Oh, it is? 
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Mr. Pietig: We can skip to it if we’re done with Geoff. 
Comm. Neese: I don’t care if you skip to it. If the Chairman doesn’t care. 
Chairman Iliff: That would be fine. I think that’s the next logical place to go. 
Comm. Neese: And then, I had one other question. What is the mid- to long-term plan for the west 
side in the unincorporated area? I know we were talking earlier about the old Gateway, was it 
21st Century Gateway? And now that’s gone? 
Mr. Pietig: Yeah, it’s nixed, too. 
Comm. Neese: Yeah, but is there any…with the traffic on the west side of town and with that, 
could you give us an overview of where that might be going in the next…? You know, just a – 
Mr. Pietig: Just reading my mind, throwing me softballs. 
Comm. Neese: I’m finished. 
Mr. Pietig: Okay. 
Comm. Neese: Thanks. 
Mr. Pietig: Is there anything else for Geoff? 
Chairman Iliff: Any questions for Mr. Vohs? No. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Pietig: So I did see, I think last month, folks were talking about what are some of the projects 
we’re looking at? And like you said specifically, what gravel roads we’re looking at. We have, 
every few years, come to the Planning Commission, just kind of as a courtesy, to say, “Hey, here’s 
what we’re looking at. Here’s some of the developments and improvements,” so we put together 
this map. I’ll kind of walk through it and show you what we’re looking at. I’m going to wind the 
clock back a little bit, and if you can follow my cursor on your screen, we were at one point making 
improvements on 199th Street, between US-169 and US-69, and we had completed a chunk by 
the city of Spring Hill and then over by Stilwell. This red section we do plan to do someday. There’s 
a six-mile stretch there. We were getting ready, we had plans completed, and then the Burlington 
Northern came in. We met with our Board, and we said, “We need to switch.” The traffic’s not 
there yet. It’s going to take a few years, but we see it coming, and so we switched to 199th Street 
west of US-169. We started at 56 Highway. KDOT actually did an improvement of the intersection 
at 56 Highway and 199th Street, and we started working our way to the east, and we have 
completed safety improvements on 199th Street up to Gardner Road. We have, you can see this 
black section between Clare and 169, we have a joint project with the City of Spring Hill. We hope 
to be able to do that next year, in 2023, so there’s one of the projects that we’re looking at for 
2023. And then it's kind of in a little bit grayed. We had planned to do the section between Gardner 
and Clare. It’s a three-mile stretch. Gardner did an annexation along that and took control of that, 
so we jumped over that. 
Other road improvements that we see in our very near future are Mission Road. That’s in 
response, really, to the island annexation area of Overland Park, and we are all aware of the 
housing boom and the demand there. We are seeing hundreds of houses going in, and there’s 
going to be, really, two major paths, and that’s going to be folks are going to use Mission Road to 
go north and south, and then 183rd Street to get over to Metcalf and then US-69. So those are a 
couple other really big projects that we’re looking at. 
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wanted to do some interim type of improvement there for years. We are working with Gardner 
and Edgerton right now on some type of cost sharing agreement, and what that project might look 
like. We don’t have anything on the books yet, but I hope in the next couple years, three years, 
that we get something done there. That needs some improvement. 
And then, Jim, you were asking about the west side. And that’s interesting. De Soto has annexed 
6,000 acres in the plan, and we’ve all heard about the Panasonic battery company that’s coming 
in there, and I think that’s just the tip of the iceberg. I think this is the Burlington Northern 
development in the northwest part of the county. And the County had always contemplated on 
determining some east-west and north-south routes in that area. I think here in the next few 
months we’re going to be starting to look at that with KDOT, with Douglas County, De Soto, 
Edgerton, Gardner. How do we want the connectivity in that area? You see we drew some boxes 
around there. So we always have smaller maintenance projects, but those are the real big projects 
and the future corridors that we see planning in this area. So I’ll stop there and see what kind of 
questions you have. 
Comm. Neese: Could you make that available to us? 
Mr. Pietig: Absolutely. Yes, you bet. 
Comm. Grise: Are the improvements to 199th to support the potential trucking lanes from the 
intermodal going to US-69? 
Mr. Pietig: They are safety and structural improvements, and yes, we’re putting extra structure on 
199th Street. We’re also adding…The issue we have in the county, our asphalt roads, they were 
built on top of the dirt roads that the settlers built. And then they put gravel on it back in the 50s 
and 60s and then in the 80s and 90s they started putting asphalt on it. Well, they’re still in that 
same narrow right-of-way, so what we are doing, those projects are adding shoulders, creating a 
clear zone, and improving drainage. We’re not really adding capacity. We’re not adding lanes, if 
that was your question. 
Comm. Grise: Yeah, that was, more my question was I wasn’t sure if the surface was being 
adjusted to contemplate the heavy, the weight of constant tractor trailer traffic. 

Heritage Park, right in the middle of the county, that’s an interesting one in that Heritage Park is 
the County’s, and the County developed it. The cities are not likely to annex it, and if they were, 
it’s not going to develop and they won’t collect excise fees, so we are participating in those two-
mile stretches on the west side and the east side. The City of Olathe on the west side, City of 
Overland Park on the east side. Those are going to be big, expensive four-lane type of urban 
projects. I would guess the east side might be a two-lane or a three-lane. We haven’t decided on 
that yet, but those are going to be tens of millions of dollars that we’ll be spending there. So in 
this southern area, those are the big projects. I would note, you can kind of see it hashed out 
there, Waverly Road south of 56, there’s a little quarter-mile stretch of gravel there that we’ve 

Mr. Pietig: Right. 
Comm. Grise: So it sounds like that’s not the case at this point? 
Mr. Pietig: 199th is designated as a Type III in CARNP. That’s the highest designation, four to six 
lanes someday. It’s hard for us to think of it that way, but 135th Street in Overland Park where it’s 
six lanes there by US-69, that’s the vision for 199th Street. I don’t see the County doing that type 
of improvement, but when Spring Hill, Edgerton, Olathe, Gardner, are developing, that’s what will 
eventually be there. 
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Comm. Grise: Thank you. 
Comm. Levin: I had a quick question. You had a couple of circles here, and I don’t know, do they 
have a specific meaning other than the line? 
Mr. Pietig: They’re a bridge project. 
Comm. Levin: Oh, bridge project. Thanks. 
Mr. Pietig: And the red circle, I guess I should note, on the northwest, that’s the De Soto bridge. 
It’s, 

there’s approximately, was it about 128 to 133 miles of gravel roads? How many miles do we 
have planned and budgeted for in the 2022 and 2023 budget cycles? 
Mr. Pietig: The quarter mile on Waverly. 
Comm. Hutchins: So out of a hundred-and-some miles, we’ve got a quarter mile planned? 
Mr. Pietig: Correct. Yeah, we watch the traffic volumes, and if they get up over 300, we start to 
look at those for a project improvement. We’re doing traffic counts this year. 

in the unincorporated area? 

I think, about 75 years old. Seventy-five to 100 years is about what you expect on a bridge. 
We inspect that frequently. It’s still in decent shape. That’s going to be a very expensive project 
someday. 
Comm. Neese: What’s your idea of where you think that the connectivity between 70 or 10, down 
to due south, connecting some point? Like the 21st Century project was massive, but I mean, 
what’s your…You think there’s going to be a northwest corridor between 10 and I-35 there at 
some point in time? 
Mr. Pietig: I think that’s going to get talked about here in the next few years. That’s the outer loop, 
and it’s been talked about for decades and various alignments. 
Comm. Neese: It’s getting pushed to that. 
Mr. Pietig: You know, with these types of major developments in De Soto, I think that will push 
even harder for something like that connecting up to 70. 
Comm. Hutchins: So, going back to the question I think Mr. Neese asked, I think we talked about 

Comm. Hutchins: Okay. Mr. Leipzig, I know we’ve had some discussions about developing a 
subcommittee which we could deep dive a process in which we can get members of the 
unincorporated area involved and bringing forth concerns in terms of safety as well as continued 
development out in the unincorporated area, and investment. Is it appropriate that we discuss that 
tonight and see if we can get something set up to where we can start bridging the gap between 
the unincorporated citizens and the budget cycle to make sure there’s some improvements made 

Mr. Leipzig: Commissioner Hutchins, I appreciate your question. I understand your concern there, 
your comments. I think, though, for this evening, I think for the purpose of this discussion I would 
say no. I think that’s something certainly we’ll need to involve the Board of County Commissioners 
as well, as we start to look at that. So, the short answer to that is additional discussion needs to 
happen. We need to do some preparatory work there as well, I think. 
Comm. Hutchins: Okay, thanks, Jay. 
Chairman Iliff: Can I recommend that either you or Sean or someone else from Planning 
buttonhole a couple of County Commissioners, especially the ones who represent the rural area, 
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and tell them of the Planning Commission’s desire to have a study group that would be able to 
advise and receive information with regard to rural roads? 
Mr. Leipzig: Yes, Mr. Chairman. These minutes are recorded, and there’s a transcript of them, 
too, so yeah, your statement will be for the record. 
Chairman Iliff: Thanks. Appreciate it. 
Comm. Neese: Mr. Chairman, I think at some point in time we need to kind of have defined for us 
what is our purview. How shall I put this? What’s in our place to recommend or have a discussion? 
There’s some point in time where I think it’s out of our charge, and it goes to the County 
Commissioners, and the department heads and like that. So I’m not disagreeing with you, but I 
think at some point in time, we need to kind of have a definition of what we should be talking 
about, or just blowing in the breeze. 
Chairman Iliff: Yeah, and I agree with you, Mr. Neese. I think that one of the things that we might 
consider is having a more definitive statement in the Comprehensive Plan with regard to the 
County’s position on improving of rural roads. I don’t think that necessarily defines it, but I think it 
puts it in our purview so that a group, a study group like we’re talking about, would come within 
the concerns of the annual review of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Mr. Leipzig: Just an additional comment as well. To direct to Commission Neese, one of the things 
we will be discussing later on this evening is the future training date on September 27th . That will 
be one of the topics that we’ll be discussing, is what the charge is of the Planning Commission, 
what the official role is for the Planning Commission. So we’ll have some discussion about that 
particular issue on September 27th . But also, Chairman, to your point, I think something along 
those lines is certainly warranted, and it’s possible. Some type of statement in the Comprehensive 
Plan or something like that, as we go through that process. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. That’s good. Any other questions for Mr. Pietig? 
Mr. Pietig: Thank you very much. 
Chairman Iliff: Thank you. There’s no specific recommendation for us to do anything with regard 
the Public Works updates. Thank you, Mr. Vohs and Mr. Pietig. Appreciate it. 
I. NEW CENTURY AND EXECUTIVE AIRPORT LAND USE COMPATIBILITY PLAN 

REVIEW AND UPDATE 
Chairman Iliff: Next item on the agenda is the New Century and Executive Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan Review and Update. 
Mr. Pendley: Good evening, Commissioners. Sean Pendley, County Planning staff. I’ll provide a 
brief update on the Land Use Compatibility Plan Updates for New Century Air Center and 
Executive Airport. As you know, we have recently started work on updating the land use plans for 
both airports. Those are outdated. It’s been over 20 years for both of the Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plans, so we recently engaged with Coffman Associates, and a contract was 
awarded by the BOCC to have Coffman Associates assist County staff in updating those plans. 
We had an initial meeting with Coffman, and they are going to be assisting with the formation of 
an advisory committee that will have representatives from the Planning Commission, Board of 
County Commissioners, Airport Commission, and the various cities that will be involved in these. 
So with both of these airports, we’ll have the cities of Gardner, Olathe and Overland Park, and 
there will be representatives from each of those cities and then two of the Planning 
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quarterly meetings, and then there will up to eight workshops, so we’ll have four for each airport. 
The plan will be to have workshop meetings and invite the public for both of the airports. We’ll try 
to keep them both at the respective airports. So we’ll have public workshop meetings both at the 
Executive Airport, where I believe the plan, we’re trying to find somewhere on the airport property. 
And then also for New Century, where we think that that will be also, again, near New Century. 
But those details will be coming out soon. 
We’re also going to be updating our website to include public information for these plan updates. 
We’re working with our technology staff, and also Coffman Associates. Coffman will be forming a 
website that will be dedicated for these updates. We’ll have that website linked to our County 
Planning page, as well as the Airport Commission page. So we’ll be having information available 
online for both of these workshops as we go along and making sure we get input from the public 
and basically updating everyone on dates for meetings and general content as it’s ready. So, 
we’re ready to get started very soon. The first action would be for Planning Commission to appoint 
two committee members to the advisory committee. If we could get that official announcement, 
and then we’ll start forming the meetings very soon. 
Chairman Iliff: Yeah, and Sean, you and I have talked about this, and I’ve taken the liberty of 
talking with Dave Johns and Roger Mason. Roger because of his past experience working with 
the airport, and Dave because of his proximity. They have both agreed that they would like to 
serve on the workshop team. 
Mr. Pendley: And actually, if I could correct, I think we talked originally maybe about Roger, but 
then we changed to Randall Downing, correct? Randy Downing would be the member instead of 
Roger. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. 
Mr. Pendley: We thought about Roger, but then Randy since his previous involvement with the 
Airport Commission. So Randy and – 
Chairman Iliff: My mistake. Roger, you’re so gracious. 
[inaudible] 

Commissioners, that we’ll talk about in a minute for an appointment on that committee. We 
anticipate this work for both of these updates they will be done together. We’ll be updating both 
of the Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans at the same time, and this process will be about 12 to 
15 months, we expect. We will have our first, we expect to have our first advisory committee 
meeting and public workshop meetings for both airports in the first week of October, so the 
information going out on that soon, once we finalize the advisory committee members, and then 
we’ll finalize the dates and locations. But we anticipate that first week in October we’ll have those 
first advisory committee meetings and public workshops. So it will be over the course of just over 
a year. We expect there will be four advisory committee meetings, so generally we’ll plan on 

Mr. Pendley: We thought about it – 
Chairman Iliff: Well we’ve just taken the burden off your shoulders. You’re right. There’s only one 
thing shorter than my memory. Yeah. Okay. Randy, thank you for being willing to serve. 
Mr. Pendley: Yeah, we appreciate that, and looking forward to that, and as I mentioned, we’ll be 
providing details. Once the advisory committee meetings are set, we’ll be sending that out, 
coordinating with Mr. Downing and Mr. Johns, sending that. And as well, we still need to finalize 
the membership of the other…so I think our Planning Commission now will have those two 
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appointed, and then we have, I believe, the Airport Commission, two commissioners have been 
appointed, so now we just need to form the rest of the advisory committees and then we’ll be 
ready. So happy to answer any other updates. Jay, if you had anything else? 
Mr. Leipzig: Mr. Chairman, just as a point of clarification. So there are two separate plans, one 
steering committee. And we’re ready to start very soon, and it will take, we believe, about 15 
months, 12 to 15 months. 
Chairman Iliff: Well, good. Thank you, Randy. I appreciate it. All right, anything further on that 
topic? 
Mr. Pendley: Nothing further. Thank you. 
J. SUNFLOWER ARMY AMMUNITION CONCEPTUAL LAND USE PLAN REVIEW AND 

UPDATE 
Chairman Iliff: We will move on now to item J, Sunflower Army Ammunition Conceptual Land Use 
Plan Review and Update. 
Mr. Pendley: Diane Wicklund will be providing an update. 
Mr. Leipzig: Mr. Chairman, I’ll start, just a couple of sentences. As was mentioned earlier this 
evening, the City of De Soto has recently annexed about 6,000 acres of the former Sunflower 
Army Ammunition Plant. There is a major manufacturer, Panasonic, is moving to about 600 acres 
of that site, the former Sunflower facility, which kind of necessitates the need to do some updates 
on our Sunflower plan. So with that, Diane is going to give an overview tonight, so we have some 
direction and kind of a process lined out of where we go in the future. We’ve got a couple of major 
projects here that we’re starting at the same time. 
Chairman Iliff: Diane? 
Ms. Wicklund: Just to follow up. Tonight we’re just going to introduce this idea of wanting to update 
the Sunflower Army Ammunition Plant, that land use plan update, which is an area plan that is 
included in our Rural Comprehensive Plan. It has a few separate sub-area plans in it. Just a 
reminder that our Comprehensive Plan is that long-range vision and planning document for the 
unincorporated part of the county. So like Jay just said, in January of this year, the City of De Soto 
annexed about 6,250 acres of the Army Ammunition Plant site. So just a quick update. That area 
plan was adopted in 1998 and was in response to the U.S. government’s planned disposal of the 
Sunflower plant. So the goal of having that land use plan was to establish some policies and 
guidelines for the redevelopment of the Sunflower site. So given that very large annexation, 
Planning staff feels like it is necessary to review and update if advisable from the Planning 
Commission, that land use plan, which would look at addressing the area southwest of the City 
of De Soto. So, our idea – and we’ve got a map – so here’s a map showing the  area of the recent 
annexation from the City of De Soto. The area that they annexed is all in green, and they went 
down to 127th Street. So that gives you an idea of the area that they annexed. It is a large portion 
of that Sunflower Army Ammunition area and our area plan, so it really is necessary to update it 
and review that plan. So, Planning staff’s idea is that – and some of you were here a few years 
ago, maybe four or five years ago, when we did a subcommittee for looking at direct access onto 
the arterial roads. I don’t know if anybody remembers that or not, but…So what we did with that 
update was that we had a subcommittee of a few Planning Commissioners in that subcommittee 
met, and had six, seven, eight meetings, and then they would bring updates and 
recommendations back to the full Planning Commission for review. 
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So  Planning staff is recommending to maybe use that same model here, to have a subcommittee, 
and then that subcommittee would receive updates from different groups that we’ll have come in 
and present. And it would, of course, also be open to the public. But that’s our idea, is to do this 
subcommittee, and that would be how we would work through the process to get 
recommendations for the update and then, of course, the full Planning Commission would review 
those and come up with a recommendation. So it would be eventually an update to our Rural 
Comprehensive Plan, is what it would be. So, really, for tonight and like the update to the Airport 
Compatibility Plans, we will also plan to have a separate website to keep the public and county 
residents 

 so I haven’t thought about it a whole lot yet, but I’m guessing our 

seven meetings maybe, probably, at the most. And then hopefully be able to attend those public 
open houses also. And so I’m guessing those subcommittee meetings might be hour-and-a-half 
to two hours, long. So if you take that times maybe six, 12 hours. 
Comm. Mason: Is there a date that you’re looking to have this completed by? 
Ms. Wicklund: I don’t know if Jay wants to add to that. 

updated and also to have a place for public to give some comments and responses to 
land use scenarios and plans that the subcommittee is recommending. In addition to that, we will 
have some public meetings to get input from the residents in the area. So tonight, one of our first 
actions is we would like to see if we could get five volunteers for a steering committee and 
hopefully if we could get members identified tonight and then maybe get our first subcommittee 
meeting set for maybe mid to end of September so we can get the plan update started. That’s 
really  our task for this evening. I don’t know if Jay and Sean, or the Chair wants to add to that. 
Chairman Iliff: I’ll just ask for a show of hands of people who would like to serve on the committee 
for the Comprehensive Plan with regard to the old Army Ammunition Plant. Roger? You’re 
Chairman. We’ll make you chairman. 
Comm. Mason: Oh, wait a minute. 
Chairman Iliff: That’s right. I’d be glad to serve. Anybody else? Lindsay? 
Comm. Grise: Oh, no. I’m sorry, I was pointing… 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. All right. Jim? 
Comm. Levin: I had a question. I apologize. What kind of a time commitment are we looking at? 
Ms. Wicklund: Yes, 
subcommittee would probably meet, I’m thinking probably anywhere from, I don’t know, five, six, 

Mr. Leipzig: No. Commissioner Levin, we don’t have a set date. That’s one of the things, I think, 
as we start meeting with the subcommittee, we’ll have a better idea. That’s one of our first tasks 
is to put together kind of an overall plan. But just to further elaborate on Diane’s response – and 
there again, it’s up to the group and their availability – but I’m thinking about two-hour meetings 
maybe twice a month perhaps. I don’t know if that’s possible. I think some of that might vary in 
terms of the amount of work that’s necessary between meetings. But that’s kind of just a ballpark 
idea, or guesstimate. The other question I would have for you all that are interested in doing it – 
is it convenient to meet during the daytime, like over lunch, for example? Or in the afternoon? Is 
there any particular time that would be better for you? But I think that’s part of what we’re…I don’t 
think it will be more than two hours. I think after two hours people begin to lose your attention 
span in that time. 
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Chairman Iliff: I think we need to consider the possibility of virtual meetings as well, which would 
mean people could conduct the meetings from their office, or from home. 
Comm. Mason: Yeah, if we can include, or potentially include, what the Chairman said, then I 
would be  very much open. My concern is my schedule and finding during the daytime two hours, 
or plus, to travel and get back. 
Mr. Leipzig: Yeah. We could certainly do that. Yeah, with the virtual capabilities that we have now, 
that should – 
Comm. Mason: So, Chairman, I’d be willing to do that. 
Chairman Iliff: Well, and because we can open those to the public if we want to – or probably we 
should – I think that’s the way to go for at least some of the meetings. All right, so – 
Ms. Wicklund: So it looks like we have three people so far, Jim, Roger and Chris. 
Comm. Neese: I’ve got a question. Can you have a meeting like that without having…? Can you 
have an executive meeting? 
Chairman Iliff: Sure. 
Comm. Neese: Yeah, okay. Yeah. 
Chairman Iliff: I mean, we have to comply with the Kansas Open Meetings Act, but that doesn’t 
mean every single meeting is subject to that. But we want to make sure that we don’t violate the 
Open Meetings law. 
Ms. Wicklund: I think we just publish that notice, in case we have a quorum, then we just publish 
for that, but – 
Chairman Iliff: Yeah. 
Ms. Wicklund: Yes. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay, so we’ve got Jim, myself, Commissioner Levin, and Roger. 
Ms. Wicklund: So I think that’s four. I don’t know – 
Comm. Neese: You know, with people that are not here, it might be – 
Chairman Iliff: Yeah, we can certainly talk to those who aren’t here and see if they’d like to serve 
on it. And five would put us under a quorum also, so it wouldn’t be a Planning Commission 
meeting. 
Mr. Pendley: I would suggest that five, that’s what we had talked about as far as our special 
committees. That’s an ideal number, I think, for five. More than that, then you get more, like you 
said, a quorum or – 
Chairman Iliff: I’ll see if I can do a little arm-twisting between now and the end of the week. Okay. 
All right. Question, Diane. What are the boundaries of the Army Ammunition Plant that are outside 
of what has been annexed by De Soto? 
Ms. Wicklund: Yes, so that’s a good question. That’s one of the maps that we’re going to be 
working on, hopefully early on, to get something from AIMS. We don’t have anything like that yet, 
but what I can show you, so here’s the area, obviously, that’s been annexed. I can show you what 
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Chairman Iliff: All right. Thank you, and we’ll look forward to a map that overlays the two in the 
future. 
Ms. Wicklund: Yes. Thank you. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. Anything further? Any questions for Ms. Wicklund? 
K. UPDATES/OTHER BUSINESS 
Chairman Iliff: Update and other business? 
Mr. Leipzig: Mr. Chairman, just a quick, point out that the update, the BOCC actions is included 
in your packet. I won’t elaborate on those. If you do have questions about them, though, please 
feel free to reach out to me anytime. I’d be happy to answer any questions on that. 
Chairman Iliff: All right. 
L. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Chairman Iliff: And lastly, Director’s Report. 
Mr. Leipzig: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. There are several items to report on this evening, or to 
provide updates. The first one is the Zoning Board Bylaws. As you may recall, we went through 
the bylaws, and that exercise with the Planning Commission. We’re working with our zoning 
boards to start that process. We hope to have that finished by the end of the year, but we’re 
starting out with the Southwest Zoning Board, then going to Southeast, and then Northwest. So, 
our goal is to have that finished by the end of December, if possible, but we have a standard 
template. We’re working with the Legal Department to go through that process. So that will be 
forthcoming. 
Chairman Iliff: Is the plan to make them all identical? 
Mr. Leipzig: Yeah, they are all fairly similar. The language is similar. The format of the document 
is similar, yes. 
Chairman Iliff: Okay. 

our land use plan for what’s currently in for the area plan, but yes, we’ll definitely need to get an 
overlay map showing that difference. But just thought I would show you those two maps. 
Mr. Leipzig: Just at a rough overview, though, the City of De Soto annexed about 6,000 acres. 
There’s about 3,500 acres of the Sunflower area that is still in the unincorporated area, just in 
broad, general numbers. 
Ms. Wicklund: Yes. So here’s just on your screen, just what the current future land use plan is, 
but yes, Jay is correct. 

Mr. Leipzig: The other bit of good news. Number two, the Code Enforcement, webpage, as you 
might recall, Commissioner Rast had asked for some process to be developed for making code 
complaints on the County’s website. We were able to do that and set up something so we have a 
portal now that that the public can click the link on our Planning webpage. It takes you to Code 
Enforcement. You can anonymously file a Code Enforcement complaint or be able to ask 
questions about anything. There are performance guarantees – or not guarantees, but stipulations 
– in there about how soon staff will get back with you, and it’s fairly self-explanatory. It’s a fairly, 
very simple, easy form to fill out, and then that link then goes to the Planning Department, our 
Planner of the Day, or our Code Enforcement Officer that can investigate it and review it. So, I 
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appreciate her comments because that’s something long overdue. We’ve talked about doing it for 
quite some time, so to have that motivation to do it is the thing. So, we’re happy to have that. It’s 
worked out very well so far. 
The other thing to note, as I mentioned earlier this evening, future agenda items, we had talked 
about a couple times about having training and getting, I think, a formalized training for the 
Planning Commission as well as the zoning boards. We’ve had kind of a difficult time getting 
dates, as we get into summer schedules, but we have identified, I think, the best date to use would 
be our next meeting of the Planning Commission, which is September 27th, at 5:45. We’ll have a 
typical light dinner for the meeting, and then it will be a joint meeting for the Planning Commission 
and the zoning boards. We’re going to have them divided up. I’m not sure if we’ll have the Planning 
Commission focused training first or the zoning board focused training first, but it should be a very 
fun and, I think, informative evening. Peg Trent will be leading that effort. So, we will have that; 
we do have that scheduled. That, Mr. Chair, is all I have this evening. 
Mr. Pendley: Mr. Chairman, if I could just add to what Jay said, for that meeting, the training 
session, since we will be also inviting the zoning boards and BZA as well with the Planning 
Commission, we will need more space, so we may have that, as we have in the past, I think some 
of our joint meetings, we’ve had that in the basement. We have that in our cafeteria area, and so 
they have more room. We’ll send out more details of that training and let everyone know. We may 
also split that up to maybe part of the session we’re talking about what will apply to all boards, 
and then we may break part of that up, and if there’s more specific issues for zoning boards, then 
maybe the other Planning Commissioners may be able to leave after the first half. We’re trying to 
set aside the actual outline of that agenda, but we’ll send those details out to everyone, as well 
as a reminder to save the date, so we’ll remind everybody about that date. Thanks. 
Comm. Grise: Mr. Commissioner, I just have a quick question. I think we had talked about, earlier 
this summer, but with summer schedules, maybe having some sort of kind of work group here for 
the Planning Commission to maybe determine what our priorities were going to be? I think that 
we had talked about having a group session to make sure that…I guess I was just curious about 
what the status was, because I think you had created a good document where it kind of outlined 
what the staff’s priorities were, and then there were some suggestions from some of the 
Commissioners. I was just curious, where those are fitting into the future agendas? 
Mr. Leipzig: Yes, Commissioner, we did have, you’re right, I believe in going back even in April, I 
think we started to develop that work plan. Actually, I remember talking about it in February even. 
But we had kind of developed that document. The Planning Commission looked at it a couple of 
times, I believe. We looked at it in June, the initial review, and there was significant discussion on 
that document during our July meeting as well. So, it incorporated all of the priorities, objectives, 
that Planning Commissioners as well as some staff things, too, and kind of put them together. 
Comm. Grise: Okay. 
Mr. Leipzig: It is a part of that record. 
Comm. Grise: Okay. 
Chairman Iliff: Before we adjourn, we gave up our last meeting because we didn’t have a quorum, 
and one thing I said to Mr. Leipzig, and I think to Mr. Pendley both, is that if we do not have items 
that require us to vote on them in order to pass them on, it would be my recommendation in the 
future that we go ahead and hold the meetings, as long as a majority of the Board can be there, 
even if we don’t have a quorum. I think that way it kind of moves us along a little bit, and those 
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who can’t attend, can read the minutes, or can attend by coming in via Zoom. Because sometimes 
that’s just the problem, is that someone can’t be here. But until or unless that situation arises, we 
won’t have to deal with it, but I just wanted to let you know that we had talked about that possibility. 
J. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Downing, seconded by Commissioner Lund, to adjourn. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman Iliff: We are adjourned. Thank you. 
Thereupon, with no further business to come before the Johnson County Planning Commission, 
Chairman Iliff, at 6:54 p.m., declared the meeting to be Adjourned. 
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