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the editor’s view

What to put in a time capsule?
Fifty years ago, Jim Croce recorded Time in a Bottle, 

releasing the song in 1973.
Johnson County is planning to encapsulate time of 

the present, not in a bottle but in a suitable, protective, 
watertight container, to be opened decades from now. The 
new time capsule is part of second phase of enhancements 
to the Johnson County Square in downtown Olathe with 
work starting by the end of this year and completion/
dedication in 2023.

That begs the question: What item(s) would you put 
in a time capsule that best captures life in Johnson County 
now or in recent history?

Suggestions, no more than three, on items to put in 
the new time capsule are encouraged by using the online 
form at jocogov.org/time-capsule-suggestions and briefly 
explaining the reasoning behind them. Suggestions can 
also be mailed to:

The Best Times
Attention: Time capsule
111 South Cherry St.
Olathe, KS 66061
Do we borrow guidance from the 1952 time capsule 

from the old courthouse? That copper box was opened a few 
months ago and was mostly filled with paper items, including 
letters, old newspapers, news clippings, phone books, 
community pamphlets and photos. See story on pages 14-15.

A few things do come to mind. 
A N95 face mask, home test kit or COVID-19 

guidelines/signage probably are a shoo-in.
In this digital era and this generation’s dependence 

on technology, a cellphone, iPad, laptop, CDs, flash 
drives, etc. can provide a lot of digital stuff with chips 
and billions of transistors. How will modern devices 
weather prolonged time in an enclosed container? Will 
the information be accessible by future generations with 
constant changing technology? A roll of microfilm found 
in the 1952 time capsule was degraded and not viewable. 

Pictures, indeed, are worth a thousand words, but 
photos of what: People, places, things or events in 
our community?

A letter or letters are also essential. They probably 
should be written or typed and printed on paper, but from 
whom and what messages, thoughts or feelings? 

Recent newspapers and magazines while printed 
publications currently still exist, facing future uncertainty 
in the growing online and digital age.

A current map of Johnson County could be included, 
showing current boundaries of cities and school districts 
and reflecting that 37% of the county was unincorporated 
when the time capsule was completed in 2023.

Other suggestions and possible items are most welcomed.
Plans for Johnson County’s new time capsule are 

still in the works with a size of the container yet to be 
determined. It probably will not be buried, but public 
displayed in a matter that houses and protects the contents 
from water seepage, natural elements and passage of time.

The new time capsule will be part of a new Memorial 
Plaza to commemorate the opening of the new courthouse 
at the start of 2021 and dedication of the redesigned 
Johnson County Square in 2022. The plaza will be located 
near the Children of the Trails Fountain at the southern 
end of the square near the Administration Building.

Another question would be when would be a 
good time to open the new time capsule? Perhaps in 
celebration (32 years) of Johnson County’s bicentennial 
on Aug. 25, 2055, or the nation’s tricentennial (53 years) 
on July 4, 2076.

Another option is an opening in 77 years at the turn 
of the century (2100) to commemorate the designed 
longevity of Johnson County’s new courthouse which 
was built to serve the county for 75 years. The 1952 
time capsule was not opened for 71 years and most of its 
contents had stood the test of time quite well.

Let us know.
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Thinking of selling 
your home? 
It can be emotionally overwhelming and the actual 

process shouldn’t be. We are Senior Real Estate Specialist 

that have been selling in the KC area for over 19 years. 

We will help you each step of the way at your own pace 

- from deciding to sell to prepping the home, and all the

way through closing and moving.

Vicky Harmon
REALTOR® & Senior Real Estate Specialist 
vicky.harmon@compass.com
913.709.5448

Shelley Shatzer
REALTOR® & Senior Real Estate Specialist 
shelley.shatzer@compass.com
913.707.4104

Your home deserves to look its best.

Compass Concierge is the hassle-free way to transform 

your home. Compass Concierge covers the upfront cost of 

select services that can increase your home’s selling price. 

From deep-cleaning to cosmetic renovations, we’ll work 

together to elevate your home’s value. 

Our team looks forward to meeting you!

Harmon & Shatzer Homes is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass Realty Group a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
Loans are provided by Notable Finance, LLC, NMLS #1824748. Loan eligibility is not guaranteed and all loans are subject to credit approval and underwriting by Notable. Compass is not a lender and is not 
providing loans as part of the Compass Concierge program. This information is provided for informational purposes only and is not a solicitation, recommendation, offer or promise to provide services. Compass is not 
offering legal, financial or other professional advice. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results.  Testimonials are not intended to guarantee the same or similar results. Subject to additional terms and 
conditions at compass.com/concierge. Office Phone number: 913-382-6711. 4403 W 199th Street, Leawood, KS 66209

to your good health

Why to stay current with vaccinations
By Jennifer Dunlay 

The antibodies that protect you from getting infected 
from diseases like COVID-19 or flu sometimes need 
regular updates. That’s why the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommends an annual flu shot and an 
updated COVID-19 booster this fall. 

The updated COVID-19 booster, 
released in September, targets the most 
recent Omicron subvariants, BA.4 and 
BA.5, that are more contagious and more 
resistant than earlier strains of Omicron. 
These updated COVID-19 boosters can 
both help restore protection that has 
decreased since previous vaccinations 
and provide broader protection against 
newer variants. 

Getting an updated COVID-19 
booster now, along with a flu shot, will protect you 
through the holiday season and into the winter months 
when flu and COVID-19 viruses tend to circulate the 
most. Anyone age 12 and older who has completed the 
two-dose primary series or received one or more of the 
original boosters at least two months ago is eligible for 
the updated COVID-19 booster.

Both the COVID-19 vaccines and boosters and the 
flu shot can be given safely at the same time and are 
available at the Johnson County Department of Health 

and Environment’s walk-in clinics in 
Olathe (11875 S. Sunset Drive) and 
Mission (6000 Lamar Ave.). You can 
also find them at many grocery stores, 
pharmacies, doctors’ offices and clinics. 

COVID-19 vaccines and boosters are 
free of charge at JCDHE clinics. 

Flu vaccines are covered by 
Medicare Part B and by most Medicare 
Advantage plans with no copay. The 
high-dose and seasonal flu shots are 
covered by most health insurance plans 
with no copays for adults who are not 
on Medicare. Those without insurance, 
the cost is $40 for the seasonal flu shot 
and $90 for the Flublok® Quadrivalent 

vaccine or the Fluzone® High-Dose vaccine. 
For more information about COVID-19 boosters, flu 

vaccines and JCDHE’s clinic hours, call 913-826-1200 or 
visit jocogov.org.
Jennifer Dunlay is risk communicator at the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environment.
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EOS team plays important roles
in aiding older adults with needs 

Eligibility and Options Specialists (EOS) at Johnson 
County’s Area Agency on Aging/Aging and Disability 
Resource Center provide information, education and sup-
port to older adults and persons with disabilities who seek 
assistance in making self-determined, informed choices 
about their short and long-term care needs. 

These specialists provide options counseling, which 
is unbiased information on programs and services. They 
also assist individuals by connecting them to needed ben-
efits and resources. 

The EOS team completes CARE (Client, Assessment, 
Referral and Evaluation) assessments for individuals 
seeking a permanent move to a Medicaid-funded Kansas 
nursing facility. They also complete the functional eligi-
bility assessments for 
those seeking home and 
community-based ser-
vices through the Frail 
Elderly, Physical Dis-
ability and Brain Injury 
Waivers. 

The EOS's work 
with both clients and 
families to create a plan 
of care to address the 
physical, emotional, so-
cial and financial needs 
and wants of the client 
and support independent 
living through access-
ing the AAA’s in-home 
services program.

The Department of 
Aging and Human Services has 15 eligibility and options 
specialists. 

Angela Pelger, Aging Program Services manager, has 
been with AHS for 30 years. Upon her retirement at the 
end of November, two supervisors will lead this team. 
Lindsey Wurtz and Leah Schroer were named the two 
new Aging Services Supervisors. Lindsey has been with 
the AAA for 15 years and will lead a team of eight staff.  
Leah has been with the AAA for 14 years and will lead 
the remaining team members.  

To get connected to Aging Program Services, 

individuals should visit jocogov.org/agingservices or 
call 913-715-8861 or to complete an online referral form. 
There is no charge for assessments or options counseling. 

Older adults must be functionally and financially eligi-
ble for most in-home services. There is no financial eligibil-
ity requirement for home delivered meals. In-home services 
are provided on a sliding scale fee based on income. 

Grab-and-Go Meals 
Grab-and-go meals are a newer option of approved 

meals for older adults at neighborhood nutrition cen-
ters. The program began as a meal option AHS provided 
during the COVID-19 pandemic when the dine-in option 
was temporarily closed. 

All seven neighborhood nutrition centers, located in 
Olathe, De Soto, 
Gardner, Spring 
Hill, Lenexa, 
Merriam and 
Overland Park, are 
now approved for 
offering both dine-
in meals served 
daily at 11:30 a.m. 
and grab-and-go 
meals to individ-
uals 60-years-old 
or older (and their 
spouse). Meals are 
provided Monday 
through Friday 
(with the exception 
of holidays).

Individuals in-
terested in receiv-
ing a meal from 
the neighborhood 
nutrition centers should call the center by 10 a.m., one 
business day in advance, to make meal reservations for 
grab-and-go or dine-in meals. Meals include an option of 
two entrée choices, a vegetable, a side dish, fruit, bread 
and milk. 

The suggested contribution is $3 a meal. No one is 
denied service if they are unable to contribute.

Lindsey Wurtz, left; Ange-
la Pelger, center; and Leah  
Schroer are leaders of the 
Aging Services team.

Robert Brown is shown with a 
grab-and-go meal at the Olathe 
Towers nutrition center site.

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

Upcoming COA meetings
The Commission on Aging will meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 16, in the Sunset Drive Office Building, 11811 S. Sunset 
Drive, Olathe. There is no meeting in December. For more information, call 913-715-8860 or visit jocogov.org/coa or 
facebook.com/jocoaging/.
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CHAMPSS program adds locations
Since 2008, the 

CHAMPSS (Choosing 
Healthy Appetizing 
Meal Plan Solutions for 
Seniors) program has 
offered dining oppor-
tunities for adults 60 
years and older. Through 
CHAMPSS, participants 
can enjoy a healthy 
breakfast, lunch or dinner 
at their convenience from 
participating locations. 

The program has 
grown to include eight 
Hy-Vee grocery stores 
in Johnson County with 
meals served in the din-
ing area. 

CHAMPSS expand-
ed to IHOP restaurants in July 2022. There currently are 
three participating IHOP locations in Olathe, Overland 
Park and Shawnee. Participants can order from dieti-
tian-approved menus that include an entrée, fruit, vegeta-
ble, grain and dairy. 

More than 2,400 individuals now participate in the 
CHAMPSS program. They enjoy the flexibility offered 
through the program since sites are open from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m., seven days a week. Many participants report posi-

tive outcomes, including 
eating healthier and 
increasing the number 
of fruits and vegetables 
consumed. 

“In addition to 
giving clients access to 
hot and nutritious meals, 
the CHAMPSS program 
provides socialization 
opportunities for older 
adults. One of our goals 
is to combat isolation, 
and eating a meal with 
others is a great way to 
accomplish that,” said 
Nutrition Program Man-
ager Stephany Ikpe. 

CHAMPSS originat-
ed in Johnson County 

and has been replicated in other cities and states. The 
program is administered by the Johnson County Area 
Agency on Aging within the Department of Aging and 
Human Services. The program is supported by federal 
funds through the Older Americans Act and by donations. 
The suggested donation is $4 per meal. No one is denied a 
meal if they are unable to donate.

For more information or to enroll in the program, call 
913-715-8894 or visit jocogov.org/jocochampss.

Age alone does not tell you who should or should not 
drive. But some age-related health conditions do affect 
driving. When health conditions affect your driving, consid-
er adjusting your driving, taking a driver safety course or 
letting others help out with 
transportation. 

Let drivers know if 
you are concerned. Always 
be there for support. Be 
respectful, and say: “I am 
concerned about your safety 
and the safety of others.” 

Help your loved one 
find alternative solutions to 
driving. Give gifts or cash 
that can be used for trans-
portation. Ask family or friends, use public transportation, 
consider living where you can walk to stores, or call  
913-715-8861 about services in Johnson County. 

Call to request more information or tips on safe 
driving and driving rehabilitation programs. Talk to your 
doctor and others, change your driving habits or take a 
driving refresher course. 

Also check out a few of these resources:
• AARP Driver Information Line 1-888-227-7669. 

aarpdriversafety.org/. Classes, online course option, 
contacts.

• Americans for Older Driver Safety. afods.org/ 
our-stories/. Education and consumer information.
CHORUS - Clearinghouse for Older Road User Safety. 

roadsafeseniors.org/about-us. Planning tools, self-assess-
ment, resources.

If you are concerned about a person’s medical or vision 
conditions affecting their driving, you may fill out a letter 
of concern form at ksrevenue.gov/pdf/DriverEvalRequest 
from the Kansas Division of Vehicles to explain why it is 
unsafe for the person to operate a vehicle. The medical/
vision unit may then send the person a letter containing 
medical forms to be filled out by the person’s doctor. 

Based on the doctor’s recommendations, a license may 
be revoked or restricted, a test may be ordered, additional 
medical information may be requested, or an annual medi-
cal reporting requirement may be added to the license. For 
more information, call 785-368-8971.

CHAMPSS participants enjoy their meals at IHOP.

Factors affect safe driving by older adults 

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding
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Ed Eilert: 44 years of public service 
ends with the New Year

By Gerald Hay
Ed Eilert, outgoing chairman of 

the Johnson County Board of County 
Commissioners, has devoted most of 
his adult life to public service, span-
ning 44 years.

When 2023 starts, his 
retirement begins, ending 
16 years as a member of 
the county commission. 
For the past 12 years, he 
has served as chairman 
after serving as Fourth 
District commissioner 
for four years from 2006-
2010. Chairman Eilert did 
not seek re-election  
in 2022.

Prior to his time in 
Johnson County Govern-
ment, he was mayor of 
Overland Park for 24 years 
after serving on the city 
council for four years. He 
left Overland Park City 
Hall in 2005.

A public retirement re-
ception in his honor is scheduled from 
4 to 7 p.m. Jan. 6 at the Johnson County 
Arts and Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park.

The site of the gathering is ap-
propriate for Eilert. He has resided in 
Overland Park since moving to John-
son County in 1965 with his wife, Jan, 
an Overland Park native. 

The Arts and Heritage Center was 
also a project he strongly supported 
in preserving the iconic King Louie 
Building. It provided a new location 
for the Johnson County Museum along 
with other programs by the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District.

As he prepares to step down from 
the helm of county government, he has 
no regrets and was honored to do so. 

“There is nothing more challeng-
ing and nothing more rewarding than 
public service. Thank you for choosing 
me for that opportunity,” he said.

Chairman Eilert remains humble 
about the many awards and accolades 
he has received over the years hon-
oring his longtime public service in 
Johnson County.

“At Overland Park City Hall and 
at the Johnson County Administration 
Building, I have been fortunate with 
the wonderful opportunity to work 

with community and local government 
leaders, past and present, to pursue our 
shared vision, ideals and opportunities 
for Johnson County,” Chairman Eilert 
said.

“It has been my good fortune to 
work with outstanding staff, both at 

Overland Park and Johnson County, 
who have made such a positive impact 
on our community. Together, we try to 
do good things for our residents of all 
ages. We want to build and maintain a 
better, stronger, more vibrant commu-
nity for generations to come.”

Raised in the small Kansas farming 
community of Furley, located northeast 
of Wichita, Eilert grew up as a farm boy. 
He milked cows by hand and wore shirts 
his mother made from colorful chicken 
feed sacks. He attended high school with 
about 100 students in nearby Whitewa-
ter, Kansas. Eilert was among 23 gradu-
ates in the Class of 1957. 

He received a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and a master’s 
degree in business education from Em-
poria State University. He also met his 
future wife, a fellow ESU student. The 
couple has been married for 60 years. 

Following graduation, he was a 
business teacher. His first job was at 
Lebo High School for three years. 
He then became a business teacher at 
Shawnee Mission East High School in 
1965 after moving to Overland Park. 
A year later, he was asked to consider 
becoming a grade school principal at 
Axtell, Kansas.

The couple decided to remain in 

Johnson County. He left the teaching 
profession in 1966 to pursue his long-
time career as a financial adviser. His 
business career ended in 2008.

With two retirements under his 
belt at that time, friends urged him to 
become a candidate for a seat on the 

Johnson County Commission.
“I had the time. I had the 

interest,” Eilert said with a 
smile. After four years as a 
district commissioner, friends 
next encouraged him to run for 
chairman. The rest is history.

Eilert cites the openings 
of Big Bull, Lexington Lake, 
Meadowbrook and Cedar Niles 
Parks as highlights during his 
time in office. The county also 
has built the new Monticello 
and Lenexa Libraries along 
with currently constructing 
a future facility at Merriam 
Center. 

In partnership with John-
son County District Attorney 
Steve Howe, Chairman Eilert 
lists the construction of the new 

Johnson County Courthouse and new 
Medical Examiner Facility as another 
successful community investment, 
especially with approval by voters of 
a public safety sales tax to fund both 
projects.

The massive reconstruction of 
the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, just completed in 
Leawood, and plans to greatly improve 
the Nelson Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, just started in Mission, were 
essential and wise community invest-
ments. 

There were challenges as well. 
The Great Recession strained county 
resources but without cutting public 
services. 

More recently, the COVID-19 pan-
demic tested and at times divided the 
community in the best steps to control 
the spread of the disease and to ensure 
public health efforts in Johnson County.

Chairman Eilert plans to leave 
public office with fond memories.

As a new Johnson County retiree 
in 2023, he hopes to do some travel-
ing, spending time with his family, 
relaxing a lot and staying active.

“I will try and get my golf swing 
back,” Eilert said with a smile.

Ed Eilert is shown in his high school yearbook picture 
and as chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.
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   May I interview for the job of 
selling your home. 

 

My Resume :  BS & MA - University of Missouri 

Selling JOCO homes for 35 years. 

Multi-million dollar producer annually for 35 years. 

My client’s best interests always come first. 

Vietnam veteran. 
 

Roger Coldsnow 
ReeceNichols    913-530-4150   roger@rogercoldsnow.com 

Storytime
features
Santa visit

Ernie Miller Nature 
Center, 909 N. K-7 High-
way, Olathe, is offering a 
Santa Storytime from 10 to 
11 a.m. Dec. 10, featuring 
winter stories, live animals 
and a visit by Santa. 

After storytime, chil-
dren will have an opportu-
nity to visit 
with Santa 
individual-
ly and tell 
him what 
they want 
for Christ-
mas with 
the oppor-
tunities 
for adults to take photos of 
their little ones while they 
visit with Santa. Children 
will also enjoy a sweet treat 
after their visit.

The nature center is 
operated by the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation 
District. 

The holiday event, for 
all ages with an adult, is $7 
per Johnson County person, 
including adults, and $8 per 
nonresidents. Infants less 
than 1-year-old are free. Pro-
gram fee is nonrefundable. 

Advanced reservations 
required. Register online at 
JCPRD.com/register and 
search for activity number 
23406.

Retirement should be a time to live it up and dive into new experiences.  
That’s why our Kansas City Anthology communities are in such  

high demand. Every day is full of promise and possibilities. 

ANTHOLOGY OF OL ATHE 

913-232-2731 
101 W. 151st St. / Olathe, KS  

Independent Living
Assisted Living / Memory Care 

ANTHOLOGY OF OVERL AND PARK 

913-815-8364 
10300 Indian Creek Pkwy. / Overland Park, KS 

Assisted Living / Memory Care 

EMBRACE YOUR PASSIONS. CALL TODAY!

Act Your Age?
W H O  S A Y S  Y O U  H A V E  T O

AnthologyKansasCity.com 



Your Chairman

Chairman Ed Eilert 
Phone: 913-715-0500 
Email  
ed.eilert@jocogov.org

Your Commissioners

Becky Fast
1st District 
Phone: 913-715-0725
becky.fast@jocogov.org

Jeff Meyers
2nd District 
Phone: 913-715-0432 
Email  
jeff.meyers@jocogov.org

Charlotte O'Hara 
3rd District 
Phone: 913-715-0433 
Email  
charlotte.ohara@jocogov.org

Janeé Hanzlick
4th District 
Phone: 913-715-0434 
Email  
janee.hanzlick@jocogov.org

Michael Ashcraft
5th District 
Phone: 913-715-0435 
Email  
michael.ashcraft@jocogov.org

Shirley Allenbrand
6th District 
Phone: 913-715-0436 
Email  
shirley.allenbrand@jocogov.org

The weekly public business sessions of 
the Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners begin at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays in the Johnson County 

Administration Building, 111 S. Cherry 
Street, in downtown Olathe. 

Live coverage of the meetings is  
viewable on the Internet through the 
county’s main website, jocogov.org.
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BOCC adopts 2023 Budget 
with a rollback of one mill

County celebrates LEED Gold rating
On Oct. 7, Johnson County Government celebrated a recent milestone in 

building sustainability.
Earlier this year, the county achieved LEED Gold certification in the 

LEED for Cities and Communities rating system. LEED, created by the U.S. 
Green Building Council, is the world’s most widely used green building rating 
system.

Members of the U.S. Green Building Council, county staff and elected of-
ficials gathered for a short program and tour of the newly completed Johnson 
County Courthouse. The Courthouse is one of the next buildings on track to 
achieve LEED certification. Johnson County currently has 11 LEED-certified 
buildings, including two platinum, four gold and five silver certifications.

Johnson County is part of a growing group to be certified using the LEED 
for Cities rating system. It is only the 25th local government in the world to 
achieve this latest version of community certification.

The LEED certification demonstrates the county’s commitment to sustain-
ability by benchmarking water consumption, energy use, quality of life, waste, 
prosperity, transportation and other improvements.

The Johnson County Board of County Commissioners has adopted the 
Fiscal Year 2023 Operating and Capital Improvement Budget.

The county’s financial plan reduces the mill levies in all three of the coun-
ty’s taxing districts for a total one mill levy rollback next year. It represents 
the county’s fifth mill levy reduction in six years.

The FY 2023 Budget totals slightly more than $1.65 billion with $1.162 
billion in expenditures and $488.1 million in reserves.

Key highlights of the 2023 budget include:
• A rollback in the county’s total property tax levy to an estimated 24.542 

mills (a 1.026 mill levy reduction when compared to the FY 2022 mill 
levy). Due to pending exemptions, once assessed valuation is finalized, the 
mill levy is estimated at 24.568 or a 1.000 mill levy reduction. The budget 
lowers Johnson County’s three taxing districts, including 0.82 mills for 
the county taxing district, 0.10 mills for Johnson County Library and 0.08 
mills for Johnson County Park and Recreation District.

• A Capital Improvement Program with $23.3 million for the Stormwater 
Management Program; $21.8 million for Commerce Center phase II at 
the New Century AirCenter; approximately $20 million for capital proj-
ects and enhancements at county parks; $17.2 million for the County 
Assistance Road System (CARS) program; almost $10 million for a new 
MED-ACT facility in Olathe; and $5.5 million for Johnson County Library 
projects, including approximately $1 million for De Soto, Spring Hill and 
Edgerton Library improvements.

• Additional personnel to meet increased demands for public services and 
public safety, including four Sheriff’s Office positions; two positions for 
the Department of Emergency Services to answer 9-1-1 calls and dispatch 
first responders; a victim advocate for the District Attorney’s Office to 
help address a backlog of cases; a new housing coordinator to focus on 
housing insecurity and affordability; and three Johnson County Mental 
Health Center positions.
The final setting of the FY 2023 mill levy will be established by the end 

of October with the latest property valuations by the Department of Treasury, 
Taxation and Vehicles. Johnson County property owners will receive their next 
tax statement after Nov. 1. 

The county’s next fiscal year begins Jan. 1, 2023
Details about the FY 2023 Budget, current and previous budgets, and bud-

get process are available at jocogov.org/budget.
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BLUE KC
MEDICARE 
ADVISORS
If you want a plan that’s 
right for you, go to the 
people you know, the people 
you trust, the people right 
here in Kansas City.

Give Andrea, Mike or Sheri a 
call today to see how you can 
get more for your Medicare.

Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period
ends December 7!

(877) 521-4271 (TTY:711) 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week

Ask for Andrea, Mike or Sheri for personalized service!

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City’s Blue Medicare Advantage includes both HMO and PPO plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in Blue Medicare Advantage depends on contract renewal. 
The HMO products are offered by Blue-Advantage Plus of Kansas City, Inc., and the PPO products are offered by Missouri Valley Life and Health Insurance Company, both wholly-owned subsidiaries of 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program.
Y0126_23-305_C
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cover story

Mental health challenges have no age limits
By Gerald Hay

Rosemary Pappert of Roeland Park has lived with 
bipolar disorder for more than four decades.

For the first 32 years, her life was relatively normal – a 
mother, wife and teacher.

For the last 44 years, Rosemary has been helped by John-
son County Mental Health Center for treatment of mental 
health concerns. In sharing her mental health journey, she 
encourages aging peers in Johnson County to seek help when 
facing personal mental health challenges as they age. Re-
sources are available. They 
are not alone.

“It’s OK to say you’re 
not OK,” Rosemary said, 
sitting at a picnic table at R 
Park in Roeland Park.

Her journey began af-
ter giving birth to her third 
child. She was initially 
diagnosed with postpartum 
depression after childbirth. 
Rosemary sought help at 
the Mental Health Center 
where additional assess-
ment indicated she had 
bipolar disorder.

Since then, she devel-
oped a long and trusting 
relationship with  Johnson County Mental Health Center staff 
for help and guidance with her mental health condition.

“They work there not just for the job, but with passion. 
They care about you. It’s a relief to know that,” she said. 
“When I first started having problems I felt alone, and I didn’t 
know where to turn. I just didn’t feel right but I still func-
tioned.” 

That functioning included staying active in life. 
She taught second grade for 17 years at St. Pius School 

where she attended as a girl and where her three children  
were also educated. Rosemary has been married to Rudy, her 
husband of 52 years, and welcomed five grandchildren to the 
family nest. She lives in the same house that was her home 
as a 10-year-old girl. She has been a member of St. Pius X 
Catholic Church since her childhood.

“Anyone with a mental health issue should never give up 
hope and never lose faith in God,” Rosemary said.

Bipolar disorder is characterized by extreme highs and 
lows in mood and energy.

Manic episodes may include symptoms such as high 
energy, reduced need for sleep, racing thoughts and 
high-risk behaviors. Depressive episodes may include 
symptoms such as low energy, low motivation and loss of 
interest in daily activities. Mood episodes can last from 

days to months at a time.
There isn’t a single cause of bipolar disorder, but genet-

ics, family history, brain structure and stressful or traumatic 
events are often linked.

Bipolar disorder is treated with a combination of med-
ication, therapy and lifestyle changes. Treatment is usually 
lifelong.

“In some highs, sometimes I felt I could go seven days 
without sleep,” Rosemary said. “The lows were horribly 
awful depression.”

The good news is depression and bipolar disorder are 
real, treatable mental health conditions.

 Johnson County Mental Health Center has served as 
a beacon of hope for her along the way. Her treatment has 
involved a combination of medication management, mental 
health counseling and periodic personal assessment by staff 
every few months.

“Johnson County Mental Health Center has good doctors 
and a staff that’s always helpful and concerned. I felt I had 
people that were interested, and I didn’t feel alone,” Rose-
mary said. “I hope others realize that it’s OK to ask for help.”

Monitoring of medication is important. Pappert was expe-
riencing other issues until visiting a doctor at JCMHC. He had 
read information that prolonged use of lithium to treat bipolar 
disorder can cause a high risk of developing chronic kidney 
disease which often goes undetected for years. Tests revealed 
she had kidney disease and her medication was changed.

“It was like a miracle. Because I certainly felt like me 
again and that has been a real blessing,” she said as a partic-
ipant in a fundraising video for the Friends of the Johnson 
County Mental Health Center.

Rosemary Pappert has had a good outcome, but mental 
health continues to take a sad toll among all ages. 

Many aging adults with mental health issues are not 
getting the treatment they need. According to a 2022 report 
by the National Coalition on Mental Health and Aging, fewer 
than 50% of older adults with mental health and/or substance 
use disorders receive treatment. Effects included higher risks 
of depression, anxiety and trouble with sleep.

Older adults are also at increased risk for loneliness and 
social isolation because they are more susceptible to risk 
factors like living alone, the loss of family or friends, chronic 
illness and hearing loss.

In 2020, individuals 85 and older had the highest suicide 
rate of all age groups. 

Rosemary thinks living and coping with a mental health 
condition begins with education with reliable information and 
seeking treatment, advice and guidance.

That’s her story and message to others.
“If I can help people to know that there are resources out 

there and there are places to turn to and that’s what I want 
to do,” Rosemary said. “I want to make a difference.”

Rosemary: 'I want to make a difference' 
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We have a new location
in Overland Park

8837 Roe Avenue Prairie
Village, KS 66207

913-383-9888

5561 NW Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 64154

816-822-9888

831 NE Lakewood Boulevard
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

816-373-9888

14553 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66223

913-392-9888

Cremation, the New Tradition

Present this ad and receive

when you pre-fund your
cremation arrangements

$100 off

cover story

Tips on self-care during holiday season
While the holiday season can be a time of joy and celebration, it can also be emotional and stressful for older adults 

feeling lonely, grieving a loss, or battling a chronic health condition.
Additionally, the “holiday blues” – feelings of sadness that begin in November and last through the New Year – can 

negatively impact mental health conditions like anxiety and depression. The National Alliance on Mental Illness reports 
two-thirds of people with a mental illness experience worsening symptoms during the holiday season.

If you are feeling sad, lonely, anxious, or stressed as the holidays approach, here are some suggestions for taking 
care of yourself in the weeks ahead with behaviors that promote health and wellness.

Acknowledge that holidays may look different and consider creating new traditions. As adults age, holiday routines 
can be interrupted by the ebbs and flows of life, like adult children establishing new routines with families of their own. 
It is OK to grieve the loss of holiday traditions. However, it may be helpful to change your holiday routine or establish 
a new holiday tradition.

Keep a gratitude journal. Research suggests that one aspect of the holidays can actually lift our spirits – expressing 
gratitude. Write down three things you are grateful for every day. They do not have to be big things. You can start your 
day by journaling or make it a part of your evening routine.

Go for a walk or sit outside for some fresh air. Getting outside is a great way to practice self-care, even if it just for 
a few minutes. If physical activity is a challenge, reading, journaling, or meditating outside can also positively impact 
your mental wellbeing.

Connect with others, even if it is in small ways. Chat with the cashier at the grocery store, meet a friend for coffee, 
or find a volunteer opportunity, like delivering meals to fellow older adults through Johnson County’s Home-Delivered 
Meals program. You can also reach out to others through phone and video calls, emails, holiday cards, or letters. Holi-
day routines or traditions are not the only ways for us to connect with others during the holiday season.

Ask for help and find professional support. Remember, it is OK to feel whatever emotions you may be feeling 
during the holiday season. You are never alone, and help is always available. Johnson County Mental Health Center 
is here for you by calling the 24/7 crisis line at 913-268-0156 or visiting the Shawnee or Olathe offices for same-day, 
walk-in services – called Open Access – Monday through Friday, beginning at 9 a.m.

- Information provided by Elaine Good, LSCSW, a clinician who works with older adults at Johnson County Mental Health Center.
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By Tim Wholf
November is Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, a time to 

heighten awareness about Alzheimer’s disease and show 
support for the more than 6.2 million Americans living with 
it. 

Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth leading cause of death in 
this country. An estimated five million Americans have the 
disease and one family in three is touched by it. Yet Alzhei-
mer’s disease and other related dementia very rarely appears 
in obituaries or even on death certificates. The disease, ex-
perts say, is one of the few that still carries such a stigma that 
families and 
patients of-
ten refuse to 
acknowledge 
it or call it by 
a name. 

As a 
consequence, 
some people 
with de-
mentia have 
been put in 
dangerous 
situations. 
They are allowed to live alone, for example, when they can 
no longer cook or care for themselves. 

Families have been torn apart when some members re-
fuse to accept a diagnosis in a parent, or help with their care. 
It may feel better to overlook problems and hurtful situations 
to protect emotions and decrease a fear about the future. But 
is it better to deny the existence of dementia in a loved one? 

It can be difficult to accept that your aging loved one 
may be experiencing early signs of dementia. It’s human to 
reject what we find unpleasant or frightening but denying 
signs of memory impairment can be dangerous to both care-
givers and their aging loved ones. 

It is important to understand how dangerous the denial of 
dementia can be and to learn ways to keep everyone safe and 
connected through the difficulties of a dementia diagnosis.

Denial is a normal human emotion, especially with 
symptoms as heartbreaking as dementia or Alzheimer’s, 
as no one wants to confront the disease for which there is 
currently no cure. Denial is a tool. It protects us. But if we 
stay in denial, it becomes a problem. People try to hide their 
problems. If both the individual and their loved ones ignore 
changes in behavior, even if they are subtle, this can lead to 
problems. 

An Alzheimer’s or dementia patient only has a small 
window of being objective. If they can confront the problems 
they’re experiencing in a timely manner, they can participate 
in decisions that involve their care and finances.

When loved ones suddenly start acting in a different way, 
it is easy for us to brush it off as a one-time thing or some-

thing that is not so serious. However, if the behavior con-
tinues and we consistently keep brushing it off, that denial 
can become dangerous. Ignoring the problem in the hope it 
will go away can worsen your loved one’s chance for helpful 
treatment. There are more benefits from treatments if they’re 
started in the early stages of the disease. According to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, catching neurocognitive diseases 
early can benefit individuals by:

• Helping potentially hold off the disease progression for 
as long as possible .
• Giving individuals with dementia the chance to partici-
pate in research and studies.

• Allowing 
families and 
individuals 
the opportu-
nity to make 
plans for the 
future.

Many 
experts and 
doctors agree 
that diagnos-
ing dementia 
early on 
helps im-

prove quality of life and has social benefits for family mem-
bers, caregivers and the person with dementia.

The Risks 
On the flip side, there are many dangers to denying that 

your loved one (or you personally) have dementia. While it’s 
normal to not want to accept a diagnosis, here are just a few 
of the associated risks:

o Mismanagement of medication. 
o Avoidable accidents. 
o Family conflicts. 
o Delaying much-needed help. 
o Missing opportunities to nurture relationships. 
o Financial repercussions. 
o Not getting affairs in order. 
o Poorer health for caregivers. 
It’s hard to accept that things have changed and that our 

loved ones are headed down a path that’s unchangeable. 
However, recognizing and acknowledging the reality – that 
your loved one has dementia – can help you appropriately 
work through your emotions and move forward to provide 
the best care and quality of life possible.

If you believe your loved one (or yourself) is showing 
signs of cognitive impairment, consult with their primary 
care physician for possible tests and diagnosis. If addi-
tional resources are needed, contact Aging and Human 
Services at 913-715-8861. 
Tim Wholf is director of the Johnson County Department of 
Aging and Human Services.

Dangers of ignoring dementia
Johnson County Area Agency on Aging

Paid for by Older Americans Act funding
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Volunteers help
victims of crime

John Teate of Olathe recently celebrated 20 years as a 
volunteer helping victims of crime.

Through the years, he has spent time with the Victim 
Assistance Unit at the Johnson County District Attorney’s 
Office in providing support weekly in all aspects of what the 
office does in safeguarding victims and their families. As a 
volunteer, some of his job responsibilities included victim 
notification, answering telephone inquiries, providing court 
accompaniment, working with domestic violence victims, 
and assisting with Protection from 
Abuse Orders and No Contact Orders. 

“As we all know, COVID put a halt 
to many of our normal routines, but 
volunteers are still a vital part of what 
we do,” said Deborah Floyd, volunteer 
coordinator for the District Attorney’s 
Office.

 Although Teate is no longer volun-
teering at the District Attorney’s Office, 
he has continued one of his special 
assignments remotely as a member of 
the Property Crime Compensation Fund 
Board. He was added to the PCCF several years ago and 
he, along with other board members, evaluates requests for 
monetary compensation for financial loss due to a crime and 
recommends award benefits accordingly. 

Teate recently was also presented a service award and 
other recognitions for his years of service by District Attor-
ney Steve Howe. 

“John is an amazing person who has helped so many 
people over these 20 years. Volunteers like him assist vic-
tims of crimes who are in need of help during some of their 
most turbulent times in their life. John is a shining example 
of why Johnson County is a great place to live,” Howe said. 

Floyd agreed.
“It takes a special person to work with victims of crime 

and John takes this on with a professional and sensitive 
manner,” she said. “We greatly appreciate his years of ser-
vice. He is truly an inspiration!”

The District Attorney’s Office always is on the lookout 
for more volunteers like Teate. Some of the necessary re-
quirements are:
•	 Minimum six hours per week, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 

p.m.
•	 Minimum six-month commitment.
•	 Proficient in use of computers and technology.
•	 Ability to work with professionals and the public.
•	 Commitment to confidentiality.   
•	 Must be at least 18 years old.
•	 Sensitivity to the needs of others.
•	 Willingness to commit time on a regular basis.
•	 Ability to communicate effectively.
•	 Attention to detail.
•	 Successfully pass a criminal background check.

If you, too, have a desire to give back to you community 
and are interested in helping victims of crime, please feel free 
to contact Volunteer Coordinator Debbie Floyd at 913-715-
3029 or debbie.floyd @jocogov.org.

John Teate
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Tuesday, October 18
Voter registration deadline18

TUESDAY

OCT

16 ADVANCE 
VOTING 

LOCATIONS

Saturday, October 22
Advance voting for the November General 
Election begins.

Tuesday, November 8
Polling locations open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sample ballots are available to view at 
voter.jocoelection.org.

8
TUESDAY

NOV

1
TUESDAY

NOV
Tuesday, November 1
Deadline to apply for advance voting ballot by 
mail (voter.jocoelection.org)

Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked 
by Election Day.

Ballots may be returned to any advance voting location or 
Election Day polling location during voting hours or to the 
Election Offi  ce by 7 p.m. on Election Day.

Visit jocoelection.org/advance-voting for up-to-date 
locations, dates and voting hours.

22
SATURDAY

OCT

October 22 - November 5 

•  JCL Lackman Facility

• JoCo Northeast Offi  ces

•  JoCo Sunset Building

•  Monticello Library

•  New Century Fieldhouse

•  Olathe Indian Creek Library

A government-issued photo ID is required to vote. 

October 22 - November 5,
& November 7 until noon 

•  Arts & Heritage Center

•  Hilltop Conference Center

•  JoCo Election Offi  ce October 29 - November 5

•  JCCC Midwest Trust Center

•  Leawood City Hall

•  Oak Park Library

•  Olathe Fire Administration

•  Shawnee City Hall

•  Tomahawk Ridge 
Community Center

•  Westwood City Hall

General election info

Vote early by mail

Vote on Election Day

Vote early in person
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JoCo History

By Gerald Hay
Johnson County was far different 

seven decades ago.
There were once 101 school dis-

tricts, mostly with one-room school-
houses and one teacher. There were 
seven two-teacher schools and eight 
rural high schools. Each school had its 
own mill levy with only five schools 
assessing more than one mill in proper-
ty taxes. Most schools were only a few 
miles apart.

Tax bills in 1950 had a Kansas 
levy of .1670 mills. City taxes ranged 
from .3393 to 2.8722 mills. The John-
son County tax statement included 
mill levies for bridge, road, welfare, 
health, Farm Bureau, noxious weeds, 
magistrate court and bond/interest. The 
county tax totaled .8130 mills. 

Back then, half of cities in Johnson 
County were incorporated youngsters. 
The county population was estimated 
at more than 64,000.

These were some of the highlights 
reflected in more than 100 items, 
including old letters, documents, maps, 
newspapers and photographs, from 
a time capsule installed in Johnson 
County’s old courthouse on May 7, 
1951. The well-sealed copper box was 
discovered when the former court-
house, which opened in 1952, was 
razed last year. It was the third court-
house in county history.

An inventory of the items recently 
was released by staff at the Johnson 
County Museum. A video is accessible 
at youtu.be/7txvWXB3S-E.

“The most surprising thing about 
the time capsule was the amount of 
2-D paper items they fit in there. I was 
expecting more things and less pa-
per,” said Liz Lumpkin, the museum’s 
collections manager. “The number of 
individual items they managed to fit 
into the capsule was amazing. They 
really stuffed it in there!”

Anne Jones, Curator of Collec-
tions, agreed.

“Most of the items are in great 
condition. Nothing was wet,” she add-
ed. “The envelopes were surprisingly 

all sealed up. Only a few were partially 
opened.”

Since opening the time capsule 
in late April, staff at Johnson County 
Museum, working with two conserva-
tors, have carefully opened the letters 
enclosed in envelopes and packets of 
photographs protected in sheets of alu-
minum foil sealed with beeswax; and 
completed an inventory of all contents 
found inside the container.

The contents included more than 
three dozen letters from city and coun-
ty leaders along with a few bank state-
ments and correspondence/business 
cards from a handful of other banks 
and businesses along with a church 
pamphlet. 

County Attorney John Anderson Jr. 
noted Johnson County had no first-
class city (a population of 15,000 res-
idents) and the “number of third-class 
cities (population between 2,000 to 
5,000) changes from month to month 
and before many months have passed, 
Mission Township will be a checker-
board of third-class cities.”

Ten cities, mostly in northeast 
Johnson County and Leawood to the 
south, were incorporated between 1948 
to 1952. They joined eight cities in-

corporated before 1922, including five 
– Gum Springs (Shawnee), Spring Hill, 
De Soto, Edgerton and Olathe – creat-
ed 1856-1857. The county’s final two 
cities were Overland Park, incorporat-
ed in 1960, and Lake Quivira in 1971. 

The time capsule contained letters 
from 14 city officials.

There were 48 photographs, in-
cluding eight images of the courthouse 
under construction and 37 pictures of 
the cornerstone laying ceremony with a 
photo of each letter being added to the 
copper box. The event on May 7 was 
more ceremonial than actual since the 
pictures had to be developed, mean-
ing the time capsule was permanently 
installed in the courthouse later.

One of the most interesting, and 
surprising, photograph was of the 
crowd attending the opening on July 4, 
1891, of the county’s second court fa-
cility called the Washburn Courthouse. 
The cornerstone from the courthouse 
was saved when the building was de-
molished in 1952 and is now located in 
the Johnson County Square.

Two photographs showed patrol 
cars and personnel of the Johnson 
County Sheriff’s Office. In a letter, 
Undersheriff Joe Darrell summarized 

Time capsule contents
reflect county in 1951

Anne Jones, left, and Liz Lumpkin provide details about contents found in the 
1951 copper time capsule (top). Items included letters, photos and newspapers. 
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JoCo History

the office was equipped with “three 1951 Pontiacs, one 1950 
Pontiac, two 1951 Harley Davidson motorcycles, all radio 
equipped with transmitters and receivers.” The staff includ-
ed Sheriff L.A. Billings Jr., one chief investigator, four spe-
cial investigators, 12 patrolmen, three full-time dispatchers, 
one “half-time office girl” and one delinquent tax collector.

One of the deputies in the group photo was Sergeant 
Willard Carver. A year after the time capsule was installed, 
he was the first Johnson County Sheriff’s deputy killed in 
the line of duty while attempting an arrest on June 23, 1952. 

County Attorney Anderson successfully prosecuted the 
gunman, who admitted firing the fatal shot, in a November 
1952 trial lasting two weeks. It was the first death penalty 
recommended by a county jury since the penal code of 1935 
was enacted. The killer was executed by hanging in 1954. 

Anderson was appointed the 33rd Kansas attorney gen-
eral in 1956 and was elected the 36th Kansas governor in 
1960, serving one 4-year term before not seeking re-election 
and establishing a law practice in Olathe.

Other correspondence revealed: 
•	 County Treasurer M.J. Quaintance reported the 1950 tax 

year, totaling $3,353,318, had collected 88% (slightly 
more than $2.9 million) of the revenue by May 1, 1951. 
The office also had handled almost $7.3 million collect-
ed by other county offices.

•	 Register of Deeds Helen Hudelson listed receipts of 
$176,980 from filing 31,629 “instruments,” including 
12,166 chattels, 5,977 mortgages and 66 plats.

•	 Gertrude Hedberg, clerk of the district court, and Mag-
istrate Court Judge Lyndus Henry, noted that a second 
district court had just been added to the courthouse 
along with the magistrate court, replacing the justice 
of the peace. The court system had “served in some 
917 civil actions, 2,582 criminal (both misdemeanor 
and felony) actions and 
1,394 traffic actions.” The 
district court’s trial docket 
was also enclosed in the 
time capsule.

•	 County Engineer Malcolm 
Steele reported Johnson 
County had 1,296 miles of 
roadways, including 97.5 
miles of state highways, 
245.5 miles of county 
highways and 943 miles 
of roads in 10 townships. 
There were no Interstate 
highways.
The capsule contained 

phone books from Olathe 
(1950) and Spring Hill (1949), 
maps of Olathe and Johnson 
County, 1951 courthouse 
blueprints, a list of all Johnson 
County officers and employ-

ees, and event programs, including the 50th Annual Old Set-
tlers Day in 1948 and the 5th Annual Olathe Rodeo in 1950.

There were more than a dozen newspapers from De 
Soto, Spring Hill, Gardner and Olathe, including The Ea-
gle, produced at John P. St. John Memorial High School in 
Olathe. A copy of the Kansas City Times on May 7, 1951 
had 20 pages and sold for a nickel. The Johnson County 
Herald in Overland Park, also with 20 pages, cost 8 cents.

A roll of microfilm did not survive the long stay in 
the time capsule and is not viewable or usable. An audio 
recording by KPRS Radio of highlights from the May 7 
activities is pending professional assessment of its useful-
ness. 

Lumpkin listed two favorite things from the time cap-
sule. One was a school district map with the hand-coloring 
indicating the school district consolidation plans that had 
occurred from 1948 to May 7, 1951. 

The other was the letter from Prairie School, Prairie 
Village, discussing the planned building of three addition-
al school buildings in the next few years. Porter School, 
Prairie Village, was under construction at the time as the 
second school in the district. The letter mentions two fu-
ture schools to open in 1954.

“Both of these things really highlight the rapid growth 
to the suburbs during the early 1950s, which is a fascinat-
ing period of our county’s history,” Lumpkin said.

In the months ahead, museum staff plans to complete 
cataloging the individual items from the time capsule into 
the museum’s collections database and processing high-res 
digital scans of all contents for study and public access 
online at the jocohistory.org website in 2023.

Johnson County Museum is planning a public exhibit 
of the time capsule and contents in 2024.

The rest is history. 

Time capsule reflects county in 1951

FREE GIFT: SINGLE DAY PASS
Admits one person to use all Lenexa Rec Center 
amenities — including the fitness floor, gymnasiums, 
indoor pool and one Group X fitness class. 

Must be 18 years or olderRedeem by Dec. 31, 2022

Value:
$8–$10

17201 W. 87th St. Pkwy., Lenexa, KS

913.477.PLAY (7529)
LENEXA.COM/RECCENTER

L E N E X A  R E C  C E N T E R 
I S  T H E  P L A C E  T O  B E

ACTIVEACTIVE
Come check us out!
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offers personal and compassionate guidance through
finding appropriate senior housing.
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Lanesfield features 1904 holiday

It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live them

Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly 
Renovated Community.  Offering Condo-Style residences with unique 

options for Independent Senior Living.   

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next to door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200         
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery  www.mission-square.com 

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

Visit Website
mission-square.com

Open House 3rd 
Weds 10:30 AM

TToouurrss  BByy
AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt

Classes offer
options to
stay active

Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District’s 
50 Plus Program offers 
both in-person and virtual 
options to stay active all 
winter long. 

The Arthritis Foun-
dation Exercise Program 
features trained instruc-
tors to cover a variety of 
range-of-motion and en-
durance-building activities, 
relaxation techniques and 
health education topics. 

Choose from in-person 
or virtual classes. Each 45 
minutes workout is $3 per 
person and can be paid each 
day class is attended. 

Classes are on-going 
and you can drop-in at your 
convenience at the follow-
ing location and times: 

Matt Ross Community 
Center, 8101 Marty

Overland Park
• Wednesdays, 1 – 1:45 p.m.
• Fridays, 10:45 – 11:30 
a.m. 
Merriam Community Center 
– 6040 Slater, Merriam
• Mondays & Wednesdays, 
10 – 10:45 a.m.
New Century Fieldhouse, 
551 New Century Parkway

New Century
• Wednesdays & Fridays, 
10:15 – 11 a.m.

Spring Hill Civic Center, 
401 N. Madison

Spring Hill
• Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1 
– 1:45 p.m.

A virtual class is avail-
able online every Wednes-
day from 11 to 11:45 a.m. 
Virtual courses are currently 
held at no charge and of-
fered via Zoom. 

Advanced registration is 
required. Please register at 
least 24 hours in advance for 
the virtual class by calling 
913-831-3355 and reference 
program code 14365. 

The Lanesfield Historic Site will deck 
its halls during the holiday season so 
Johnson County residents of all ages may 
experience a traditional 1904, old-fash-
ioned Christmas. 

The Lanesfield School Country Christ-
mas will take place from 1 to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 10, at the historic site, 18745 S. 
Dillie Road, Edgerton.

The free program includes letter writ-
ing to Santa with participants practicing 
their penmanship using the old-fashioned 
nib pen and inkwell. The Edgerton Rain-

bow Connection Children’s Choir will 
perform at 1:30 p.m., followed by a visit 
from Santa from 1:45 to 3:30 p.m., crafts 
and free refreshments.

The Lanesfield School, a National 
Historic Site since 1988, features a one-
room limestone schoolhouse, the last 
remaining structure in the bygone town 
of Lanesfield. 

The historic site is operated by the 
Johnson County Museum is a department 
of the Johnson County Park and Recreation 
District. 
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Join us virtually for the 
Parkinson’s Community Choir!

SUPPORTED BY THE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION 

Call Clay at 913.825.9920 for information and details!

Veterans Day event set Nov. 11 in Lenexa
Johnson County’s 2022 Veterans Day Observance is 

scheduled Friday, Nov. 11, at the Lenexa National Guard 
Armory, 18200 West 87th Street Parkway, located just 
west of Renner Road.

The event starts at 11 a.m. and honors all veterans 
from all Armed Forces for their military service. It signals 
the return of a public in-person cele-
bration after three years because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic with virtual ob-
servances in 2020 and 2021. The event 
will also be livestreamed on Johnson 
County's Facebook page at facebook.
com/jocogov and online at jocogov.
org/JoCoHonorsVets.

Our featured speaker will be 
retired Kansas Army National Major 
General Lloyd Krase, a native Kansan 
now residing in Lenexa. During his 
41 years of service, he led and commanded infantry units 
at squad, platoon, company, battalion, brigade and divi-
sion levels, including Commander, 35th Infantry Division. 
He was a platoon leader in Vietnam from 1968-1969.

He retired in December 2004 and was inducted into 
the Kansas National Guard Hall of Fame in 2010.

His awards and decorations include the Army Dis-
tinguished Service Medal; Silver Star; Legion of Merit; 
Bronze Star Medal for Valor with Oak Leaf Cluster; 
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster; Meritorious Service 

Medal; Air Medal with Numeral 2; Army Commenda-
tion Medal for Valor with two Oak Leaf Clusters; Army 
Achievement Medal; Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 
with Silver Star; and Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with 
Bronze Star.

Ed Eilert, chairman of the Johnson County Board 
of County Commissioners, will emcee the program, 
featuring:
•	patriotic music by the Olathe Northwest High School 

band and special songs by the Sunflower Elementary 
School choir in Lenexa. 

•	presentation of colors and placement of memorial 
wreaths by local veteran organizations.

•	playing of “Taps” and traditional rifle salute.
Johnson County’s annual Veterans Day observance 

began in 1987 with public services on the south steps of 
the old Johnson County Courthouse in downtown Olathe 
before moving to the Kansas National Armory in west 
Olathe from 1995 to 2006. 

Since 2007, the county event has occurred at locations 
throughout Johnson County, including the cities of Olathe, 
Lenexa, Overland Park, Merriam, Gardner and the New 
Century AirCenter.

More information about the 2022 Veterans Day event 
is available by contacting the Johnson County Manager’s 
Office at 913-715-0725. Final details will be posted on 
the county’s website at jocogov.org by Nov. 1. 

Maj. Gen. Krase
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50 Plus & beyond

50 Plus offers holiday events
By Michelle Alexander

Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s 50 
Plus Program is ending the year with a lineup of fun holi-
day events! 

We’ll kick it off by recognizing and honoring our lo-
cal veterans early with a Veteran’s Breakfast on Thursday, 
Nov. 10, from 8:30 – 10:30 a.m. at the Matt Ross Com-
munity Center, 8101 Marty, Overland Park. 

The event will feature Chris Cakes offering a pancake 
and sausage breakfast. All veter-
ans eat FREE! Family members 
and the public are invited to at-
tend with a $8 per person charge 
for breakfast. Please call 913-
826-2830 to register by Nov. 7.

Next, we hope you will join 
us at Friendsgiving on Wednes-
day, Nov. 16, from 1:30 – 3 p.m. 
at the Meadowbrook Park Club-
house, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie 
Village. It’s an opportunity to 
gather and express gratitude, love and well wishes for 
our friends around us. The afternoon fun includes food, 
games and great conversation! 

We keep the events rolling with two more afternoons 
of fun in December.

The chill in the air won’t stop us from having some 
summertime fun as we bring it all indoors for a Winter 
Picnic (reference program #23131) on Wednesday, Dec. 
14, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Meadowbrook Park Club-
house. Bring your “sunnies” and enjoy picnic snacks, 
lemonade and lawn games! 

Don’t miss out on our newest fan favorite event, 

Jingle Mingle (reference program #23277) on Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Matt Ross com-
munity Center, 8101 Marty, Overland Park. It’s sure to 
be a festive afternoon of holiday games, spirited tunes, 
and holiday themed treats. Bring an item from home you 
would like to regift for the White Elephant exchange. 

The cost for each special event is $15 for a Johnson 
County resident and $16 for a nonresident. For more 
information or to register, visit the special events page at 

jcprd.com/50plus or call 913-
831-3355 with reference program 
numbers.

To finish out the year, our 
family bingo event, Holiday 
B-I-N-G-HO-HO-HO is per-
fect for those grandparents and 
parents looking for something 
different to do with the littles 
during their break from school. 
We’ll play everybody’s favorite 
game B-I-N-G-O with a holiday 
twist that will have you singing 

and laughing all the way! 
The event will take place Wednesday, Dec. 21, from 

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Roeland Park City Hall, 4600 
W. 51st St. The cost per Johnson County resident is $12/ 
$13 nonresident with a 20% discount on third family 
member and any family member registered after that. 

For more information or to register online visit  
jcprd.com/register or call 913-831-3355 and reference 
program #23157.
Michelle Alexander is the 50 Plus Department manager at the 
Johnson County Park and Recreation District.
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Holiday decorating with landscape greens
extension connection

By Dennis Patton
Decorating the home for the holidays has 

been a tradition for generations. 
The use of fresh greenery started as a 

southern tradition in colonial days. Southern 
churches decorated with elaborate garlands 
of holly, ivy, mountain laurel and mistletoe. 
Herbs such as lavender, rosemary, bay leaves 
and rose petals were used to infuse lively 
scents throughout the display.

Decorating for the holiday with fresh green-
ery is a continuing tradition. Fresh premade 
wreaths and garland can be purchased to add a 
festive touch to the holiday décor. Purchas-
ing these items is not always necessary as 
fresh holiday greenery may be as close as 
your backdoor. Many landscape plants can 
be trimmed and used in holiday decorating.

Greenery gathered from the garden 
is as fresh as it gets. When you gather 
branches and boughs remember you are 
pruning your plants. Consider carefully 
which branches to cut. Make the proper 
cut to preserve its natural look.

Before heading to the yard think about 
your needs, and how the greenery will be 
used. This will determine the length and 
number of pieces needed. If you are holding 
the materials before decorating, place cut stems in water and 
store in a cool, shady location outdoors to reduce drying out.

Keeping greenery fresh
Once cut keep your plant materials fresh for as long 

as possible. Here are some tricks to extend the life of the 
greenery.
•	Use clean, sharp shears 

to cut. Place cut stems in 
water until ready to use.

•	 Immerse greenery in 
water overnight before 
arranging. This allows 
the cuttings to absorb 
the maximum amount of 
moisture.

•	Recut the stems when dec-
orating and crush the ends 
of woody stems to allow 
more water uptake.

•	Allow the foliage to 
dry and spray with an 
antitranspirant to seal 
in moisture. Use with 
caution on juniper berries 
and blue spruce as it can 
damage the wax coating 
that give these plants 
their distinctive color. 

•	 Keep greenery out of direct sunlight. Re-
place dried crispy limbs throughout the season 
for a fresh look.

Decorating safely
Dried evergreens are flammable. Make 

sure these items remain fresh, green and pli-
able. If the greenery snaps when bent or the 
needles shed, consider replacing with fresh 
materials. 

Never place greenery near heat sources 
such as heaters, vents or a fireplace. If you’re 
using electric lights in the display, be sure 
they are in proper working order and rated for 

exterior use if displayed outdoors.
Holly berries, yews, bittersweet and 

mistletoe can be poisonous to pets and 
children. Always use caution when deco-
rating with these items. The rest is up to 
your imagination and creativity. Now that 
you have gathered a supply of fresh plant 
materials to create your own wreaths, gar-
land, potted arrangements and centerpieces 
let your imagination flow. 

Inspiration for holiday décor can be 
found in magazines and online. You may 
not have the same plant material available 
but visualize how your plant selection can 
mimic the design with color, texture and 

form. You will be amazed at what you can create to make 
the holidays just a little more special.
Dennis Patton is horticulture agent at the Johnson County K-State 
Research and Extension Office.

Museum JCPRD.COM/MUSEUM

Unique gifts!
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If you’re pinching pennies this season, 
Johnson County Park and Recreation Dis-
trict’s 50 Plus programs offers way to stay 
active and connected for little to no money 
needed! 

Card and game lovers can drop-in for 
$1 per visit to play during our fun weekly 
groups.

Matt Ross Community Center,          
8101 Marty, Overland Park

• Pinochle: 
Mondays, 
1-4 p.m.
• Chess: 
Tuesdays, 
8:30-11 a.m.
• Progres-
sive Bridge: 
Tuesday & 
Thursday, 
Noon-4 p.m.
• Cribbage: Friday, 8:30-11 a.m. 

Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, 
11902 Lowell, Overland Park

• Mah-Jongg: Thursdays & Fridays, 1-4 p.m.
Meadowbrook Park Clubhouse, 

9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village
• Mexican Train Dominoes: Mondays, 1-4 p.m.
• Hand and Foot: Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m.
• Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m.

New Century Fieldhouse, 
551 New Century 

Parkway, New Century
• Mah Jongg: Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m.
• Pitch: Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m.
• Hand and Foot: Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.

• Mexican Train Dominoes: Fridays, 1-4 
p.m.

Mill Creek Activity Center,  
6518 Vista Drive, Shawnee

• Hand and Foot: Mondays & Fridays, 1-4 p.m.
Two virtual programs will be offered 

for free in November. The first is Coffee 
and a Gardner on Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 
2 to 3 p.m. During this session, a K-State 
Research and Extension Master Gardner 

will be 
online to 
discuss your 
gardening 
questions. 

Jump 
online to 
play Scat-
tegories 
with our 50 
Plus staff on 

Wednesday, Nov. 2, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
For more information or to register 

online, visit the virtual programs page at 
jcprd.com/50plus or call 913-831-3355 to 
register by phone. 

Join us at the Johnson County Arts 
and Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf Ave., 
Overland Park, on Monday, Dec. 12, for a 
free concert by The New Horizons Concert 
Band. Visit the Johnson County Museum at 
the same location on Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
for Free Day. No tickets or pre-registration 
required. 

Details on all upcoming programs are 
available online at jcprd.com/50plus.

Located in Meadowbrook Park, this boutique community provides seniors with 
a worry-free retirement experience. Join us and discover an array of amenities 

that will ensure that you love the way you live!

913.325.4907
9300 Parkside Drive, Prairie Village, KS 66207

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR TODAY!

Assisted Living and Memory Care

Located in Meadowbrook Park, this boutique community provides seniors with 
a worry-free retirement experience. Join us and discover an array of amenities 

that will ensure that you love the way you live!
Independent Living Opening Summer 2022

Assisted Living and Memory Care
NOW OPEN 

913.325.4907
9300 Parkside Drive, Prairie Village, KS 66207

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR TODAY!

OPEN  NNOOWW!!
Independent Living
OPEN  NNOOWW!!

Programs are budget friendlyBest Times
wins awards
in contests

The Best Times has won 
the top Best of Show honor 
along with a dozen writ-
ing and general excellence 
awards in the 2022 contest 
sponsored by the North 
American Mature Publish-
ers Association, a nation-
wide network of publishers 
focusing on Baby Boomer 
and senior readers. 

The magazine received 
nine first-place, two sec-
ond-place and one third-
place awards in writing, 
general excellence, photog-
raphy, layout/design and 
advertising. 

Entries were inde-
pendently judged by the 
University of Missouri 
School of Journalism in 
Columbia, Missouri. The 
Best Times competed in 
the division for publication 
circulations between 50,001 
and 100,000.

NAMPA is a non-profit 
international association for 
publishers of local/region-
al aging adult and boomer 
publications. The organiza-
tion involves a membership 
publishing more than 95 
publications in 26 states, 
the District of Columbia 
and Ontario - Canada with 
a combined circulation of 
more than 4 million in the 
United States and Canada.

Gerald Hay, editor of 
The Best Times, received 
Best of Show recognition in 
the 2022 Awards of Excel-
lence contest sponsored by 
the National Association 
of County Information 
Officers. He won all three 
awards in the news writing 
category for articles in The 
Best Times.

The magazine is cele-
brating its 40th anniversary 
in 2022. 
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How to sort out Medicare mail
extension connection

By Joy Miller
Medicare Open Enrollment is in full swing through 

Dec. 7. 
Medicare beneficiaries receive a lot of direct mail adver-

tisements leading them to believe they are overpaying, can 
receive money back, and are missing out on benefits. Their 
hope is that you will inquire about their health plan and pos-
sibly join it. 

Advertising by health 
insurance companies usually 
promotes Medicare Part C 
Advantage Plans. Taking a 
look at this mail may help 
you decide which companies 
are worth considering.

You might also receive 
official government look-
alike mail, easily identified 
with fill in the blank forms 
or find the small print 
stating “this is not official 
government mail.” Any of 
these can be filed into the recycle bin. 

Mail to watch for include the 2023 Medicare & You 
handbook, provided by the Center for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services. On the inside cover, a summary of what’s 
new and important will be highlighted. In the back, a list 
of available health and drug plans in your state will be 
listed. In between those pages will be a summary of Medi-
care benefits, rights, protections and answers to frequently 
asked questions.

Another piece of important mail is provided by your 
current health plan, the 
Annual Notice of Change 
Letter. This information-
al letter includes changes 
such as monthly premiums, 
annual deductible, coinsur-
ance costs and more.

Medicare Part D drug 
and Advantage plans make 
annual changes. Some of 
the changes include:

Coverage
•	New benefits being added
•	Changes to the amount of 

coverage being offered for 
a service or item

Costs
•	Changes to the plan premi-

ums or in the way they are 
paid

•	Changes in deductibles, 
copayments, or coinsurance

Network
•	New health care provid-

ers or pharmacies added to the list of participating 
providers

•	Current providers who will be leaving the plan network
Drug Formularies

•	Medications that have been added to the list of drugs 
covered by the plan (also called the plan formulary)

•	Drugs removed from the formulary
•	Drug tier changes

Reviewing and comparing health plans will help you 
make an informed decision about which plan meets your 
needs in the upcoming year. Some important questions to 
consider may include: 
•	Is the plan still affordable? Is there a more cost-effec-

tive plan?
•	Is your medications still covered by the plan?
•	Can you use the pharmacy or health facility of our pref-

erence?
Free, unbiased assistance is available with Senior 

Health Insurance Counseling for Kansans (SHICK). 
Counselors 
are available 
to answer 
your Medi-
care ques-
tions and assist with Medicare Part D drug and advantage 
plan comparisons. For more information or an appoint-
ment call 913-715-7000 or e-mail me at Joy.Miller@
jocogov.org.

For upcoming Medicare classes, such as Medicare: An 
In-Depth Look or DIY Medicare Plan Comparison DIY, 
visit johnson.k-state.edu/class-events. 
Joy Miller is a Family and Community Wellness agent at the John-
son County K-State Research and Extension Office. 

~ Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1946

~ Cremation Urns

~ Keepsake Urns & 
Vaults

~ No Membership 
Fees or Hidden 

Charges

4926 Johnson Drive
Shawnee Mission,

Kansas 66205
913-384-5566

of Kansas City
$1,195

Simple Cremation

www.CremationCenterKC.com
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• Vibrant activities program with several 
multi-purpose rooms and two outdoor 
courtyards to gather with your friends

• Worry-free, independent lifestyle with no 
long-term lease or buy-in fee

• Bright and beautiful studio, one and two 
bedroom homes to simplify everyday living

• Restaurant-style dining with chef-inspired 
specials and classics available everyday

• Light housekeeping, linen service and 
transportation services included

• All-inclusive monthly rent with utilities and 
washer/dryer included

Overland Park - 95th St & Metcalf Ave  |  Blue Springs - Hwy 40 & Hwy 7

(913) 270-6753 NovelPlaceSeniorLiving.com

OOuurr  uupplliiffttiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  iiss  oonnllyy  mmiissssiinngg  yyoouu......

AA  NNoovveell  PPllaaccee  iinn  SSeenniioorr  LLiivviinngg!!
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County parks begin winter hours on Nov. 1

Bonfire set Nov. 1
A public bonfire bash, 

sponsored by the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation 
District, is scheduled from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. Nov. 4 at 
Meadowbrook Park, 9101 
Nall Ave., Prairie Village.

Participants will have 
hot dogs over the fire, chips 
and smores. 

Cost is $12 for Johnson 
County residents, $13 for 
nonresidents. A discount is 
applied beginning with the 
third family member. 

Register online at 
JCPRD.com/register and 
search for activity number 
23166.

Event rings in 2023
A 50 Plus Ring in the 

New Year event will take 
place from noon to 2:30 
p.m. Dec. 30 at the Roeland 
Park Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Dr.

Sponsored by the 
Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District, 
activities include musical 
entertainment by Misty 
Town, six games of bingo 
and lunch. 

Cost is $17 per for John-
son County residents and 
$19 for a nonresident.

Register online at 
JCPRD.com/register and 
search for activity number 
23156.

Winter hours of 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. go into effect 
Nov. 1 for many Johnson County Park and Recreation 
District parks. The winter hours will stay in effect 
through Feb. 28.

District parks impacted by the new hours are: 
• Heritage Park, 16050 Pflumm Road, Olathe 
• Kill Creek Park, 11670 Homestead Lane, Olathe 
• Lexington Lake Park, 8850 Sunflower Road, De 
Soto 
• Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Road, Merriam
• Big Bull Creek Park, 20425 Sunflower Road, Edger-
ton
• Meadowbrook Park, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village. 

Winter hours for Shawnee Mission Park, 7900 Renner 
Road, Shawnee and Lenexa, are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Other district parks with year-round dawn-to-dusk 
hours include: Ernie Miller Park, 909 North Kansas 7 
Highway, Olathe; Sunflower Nature Park, 103rd Street 
and Edgerton Road, rural De Soto; Thomas S. Stoll Me-
morial Park, 12500 W. 119th St., Overland Park; Camp 
Branch Glade, 175th Street and Mission Road in Aubry 
Township; Stilwell Community Park, 207th Street and 
Metcalf Avenue, Stilwell; and all of the Streamway Park 
System access points. 

For more information, visit the district’s website at 
jcprd.com or call 913-438-7275.

out & about
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library connection

By Elissa Andre
Did you know that author Frank McCourt published 

his first book, the Pulitzer Prize-winning memoir “Ange-
la’s Ashes,” at age 66? 

It’s never too late to explore your passions; whether 
you have always dreamed of becoming a writer or have 
many years of experience under 
your belt, Johnson County 
Library’s Writers Conference is 
a wonderful resource to explore 
the topic and connect with oth-
ers who share your interest. 

After two challenging years 
hosting the conference online, 
the Writers Conference—now 
in its seventh year and at no 
cost to attendees—is back in 
person Nov. 17-20 at the new-
ly refreshed Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th St, 
Overland Park.

This year’s theme is “Art for Impact,” which explores 
not only how art can inspire writing, but also what it 
means to put your writing into the world and how it can 
transform you. This is not an event about publishing, 
but about the writing craft: skill-building, learning, and 

having work edited and critiqued. Participants will share 
ideas and inspiration, meet with published authors and 
other creatives, and have a chance to network and learn 
from each other. 

This year’s conference, which is expected to attract 
about 300 attendees of all ages, features 22 presenters and 
nearly 50 different session options, including a workshop 
by poet and author Anne-Marie Oomen about writing your 
life’s stories and sharing your legacy. 

The Library encourages in-person attendance, for 
workshops sharing original writing, yoga and meditation 
sessions, writing in the newly-renovated Strang Park be-
hind Central, and stimulating conversations. 

For those who cannot attend, the lectures and panel 
discussions will be available on the Library’s website 
through Library OnDemand, to view live or later. 

Registrants can pick up a free copy of the conference 
text “Creative Acts for Curious People” while supplies 
last at Central Resource Library, and all attendees will 
receive a conference notebook. 

To register for the conference or get more information 
about the schedule of events, visit jocolibrary.org/ 
writersconference or call 913-826-4600.
Elissa Andre is external communication manager for Johnson 
County Library.

Explore a passion for writing at conference

Anne-Marie Oomen



www.jocogov.org/thebesttimes • 25 • November-December 2022

Going green by recycling for holidays

The application process for our buildings couldn’t 
be easier. Contact us directly and we’ll find out if you 
qualify and promptly take care of the details, including 
assistance with the paperwork. If you qualify, you 
simply move in and begin living anew!

Utilities provided (allowance based)
Rent based on income
Section 8 assistance available

Great location
Social events
No voucher needed

Quality housing that meets your budget, in a safe, secure setting.

Red.indd   1 11/13/14   1:02 PM

By Brandon Hearn 
Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, Amer-

icans generate more than 25% more trash compared to 
other times of the year.. With the large quantity of holiday 
cards, wrapping paper, trees, lights and ornaments in 
addition to all the packaging and boxes, it is no won-
der that this is the most wasteful, albeit wonderful, 
time of year.

But it doesn’t have to be that way. Johnson Coun-
ty Department of Health and Environment wants to 
wish you a “Happy Holidays” and show you a few 
ways that you can help the environment during the 
holidays and year-round.

Holiday Lights
You no longer need to throw away your 

broken holiday lights. Starting in December 
there will be several locations accepting holiday 
lights for recycling. The Overland Park Recy-
cling Center will accept them in December and 
January. Westlake Ace Hardware locations will 
also accept lights, and the Mission Sustain-
ability Commission will be collecting lights at 
the Sylvester Powell Community Center and 
Mack’s True Value Hardware, dates may vary. Find out 
more information at recyclespot.org. 

Trees
Let’s keep Christmas trees out of the landfill. Natu-

ral trees are collected in several places around Johnson 
County and will find a s3econd home as a fish habitat or 
mulch for a park. Overland Park will also be accepting 
natural trees for recycling at several locations from Dec. 
26 through Jan. 9 from 5 a.m.-10 p.m., locations can be 
found at opkansas.org/events/holiday-tree-recycling. 
Check with your city to find a convenient park to recycle 
your tree. 

The Johnson County Parks and Recreation District will 
also offer drop off options usually between Dec. 26 to Jan. 
31 at Big Bull Creek Park, Theatre in the Park parking lot 
at Shawnee Mission Park, the Heritage Park marina and 
the marina at Kill Creek Park. More information can be 
found by going to jocogov.org/dept/health-and- 
environment. 

Ditch the Bag
Bagging your recyclables in plastic trash bags can 

result in your recyclables going to the landfill. Plastic bags 
and wraps are also not accepted in your curbside recycling. 
Why? Because these materials get caught in machin-
ery at the recycling facility and lower the value of 
other recyclables. 

Ensure that your recycling efforts don’t go to waste, by 
keeping plastic bags, product wrap, and other plastic wraps 
and films out of your recycle bin. For more info on how 
you can ditch the bag go to jocogov.org/recycling101.

Recycling/Sustainability Program
Johnson County Government offers a free consulting 

program that can help you start a recycling, waste reduc-
tion, or sustainability program. We will work with any 
business, school, church or senior living facility in John-
son County. 

Compost food waste
Reduce your food waste in the new year by compost-

ing your food scraps and waste. Backyard composting is a 
wonderful option but doesn’t work for everyone. 

There are three companies in Johnson County that 
will pick up your food waste from your house or busi-
ness and take it away to be composted. The food waste is 
collected in five-gallon buckets and conveniently picked 
up from your house or apartment. These companies are: 

FoodCycle KC (foodcy-
clekc.com/), Compost 
Collective KC (com-
postcollectivekc.com/), 
and KC Can Compost 

(kccancompost.com/). 
Recycling is important, 

but remember to reduce, 
reuse and then recycle to 
help our planet during the 
holiday season and all year 

long.
If you have any 

other questions don’t 
hesitate to contact me at 913-715-6936 or brandon.
hearn@jocogov.org or follow us on Facebook at Johnson 
County Recycles. 
Brandon Hearn is environmental health specialist at the John-
son County Department of Health and Environment.
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Programs offer property tax relief
By Thomas L. Lasley

Kansas Legal Services wants to make you aware of 
the recent establishment of the Kansas Homeowner Assis-
tance Fund for low-income Kansas (seniors and non-se-
niors) that may be able to provide real property tax relief.

KHAF is a recent program created under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Its 
purpose is to help qualifying 
senior and non-senior Kan-
sans become current on their 
mortgages, property taxes, 
utilities, etc., in order to 
avoid foreclosure. 

Kansas has been allo-
cated $56.6 million in relief 
funds for KHAF. The pro-
gram is temporary and will 
only continue until all funds 
have been exhausted. In 
order to apply for this fund, 
you must do so online at: kansashousingcorp.org/ 
kansas-homeowner-assistance-fund.

To qualify for KHAF funds you must show that:
•	Your household income is less than 150% of the great-

er of the area median income by county in Kansas. 
In Johnson County, the KHAF income limits start at 
$101,650 for one person and increase depending upon 
the number of persons in your household. (For a com-
plete income listing see the income chart on the above 
website.) 

•	Your income was reduced, or your living expenses were 
increased due to COVID-19. 

•	Your mortgage payments or property taxes, etc. are at 
least 30 days past due.

•	The deed is in your name 
and the home is your prima-
ry residence. 

There are additional qual-
ifications, so go to the above 
website for a complete list. 
The key with the KHAF fund 
is to apply ASAP before the 
funds are exhausted. 

KLS does not assist 
Kansans in applying online 
because there is already an 
organization on its website 
that provides free assistance 
for that purpose. The phone 
number for the KHAF Call 
Center/Application Assistance 
is 855-307-KHAF(5423). 

Because we have been 
able to make our clients aware 
of this mortgage and tax relief 
program, some KLS clients 

already have been successful in receiving KHAF funds to 
pay off a large portion of their back taxes, thus avoiding 
foreclosure. If you qualify, we strongly urge you to im-
mediately apply for these KHAF funds while the program 
lasts.

Kansas Legal Services is a statewide, non-profit law 
firm. Through our Area Agency on Aging Program, we are 
devoted to providing free legal services to Kansas resi-
dents who are: 60 years of age and older, Kansas residents 
and U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents.

For convenience purposes, we make monthly, free 
“site visits” at the following locations and schedules, in 
Johnson County.
•	On the second Thursday of every other month, we are 

at the Kansas Area Agency on Aging at its offices in 
the Johnson County Sunset Building, 11811 S. Sunset 
Dr., Olathe, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For a free 30-minute 
appointment, call 913-715-8860. 

•	On the second Thursday of every other month, we 
are at the Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 
Rosewood, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For a free 30-minute 
appointment, call 913-826-3160. 

•	On the third Wednesday of every month, we are at the 
Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 Marty, Overland 
Park, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For a free 30-minute ap-
pointment, call 913-826-2830. 

You can also apply for free legal assistance by calling 
our local Kansas City, Kansas office at 913-621-0200 or 
our statewide number at 1-800-723-6953, or by com-
pleting a KLS application online on the KLS website at 
kansaslegalservices.org. 
Thomas L. Lasley is an attorney for Kansas Legal Services, 
licensed in both Kansas and Missouri, with more than 40 years 
of experience in elder law and estate planning.
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The classified ad rate in The Best Times is $55 for the first 20 
words and $0.75 for each additional word. Advertising rates 
and advertising deadlines are subject to change without 
notice.
Payment for classified ads and business card ads must be paid 
in advance by the invoice due date prior to ad publication. 

Classified ad requests are not accepted after the third day of 
the month preceding the publication. For more information 
on the classified ad or business card ad process, contact Tim 
Phenicie.

Email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
Call: 913-715-8920

at your service

Publishing of classified 
advertising does not 

constitute agreement 
or endorsement by this 

magazine or 
Johnson County Government.

SenCom (Senior Computer 
Users Group) offers in-
person classroom instruction, 
informational meetings, and 
socializing opportunities for 
seniors. The 3-hour classes on 
various computer topics for the 
remainder of the year are listed 
on our website. The December 
general meeting program will 
be “Touring the Web” available 
in-person or by video. Special 
interest group meetings are 
available for both in-person and 
video attendance. Our popular 
Lunch & Learn meetings are 
a great way to get to know 
other members. Non-members 
are welcome for publicly held 
meetings, with opportunities 
to get answers to technology 
questions. For schedules, 
information on how to attend a 
video conference or in-person 
class or meeting, and much more, 
browse our website at www.
kcsenior.net or call Lou at 913-
298-0575 with any questions.

Larry Laney Construction 
Co. Specializing in Kitchen/
Bathroom Remodeling and Home 
Renovation, Finish Carpentry, 
Painting, Drywall and Tile. 
I'm an Honest, Hard-Working, 
Dependable and Very Skilled 
Craftsmen. Licensed and Insured 
with References. Call Larry at 
913-963-3434. See My Work At 
www.laneyremodelingkc.com.

LEND A HANDY HELPER, 
LLC. We do those ""little"" jobs 
that other Handymen won't 
do. Licensed, Insured. Free 
Estimates. From Lightbulbs to 
Ceiling fans, Power washing, and 
Grab bars. No Job Too Small! 
22 year Retired Military Veteran, 
Honest, Reliable, REASONABLE. 
You can make an estimate 
appointment online at website 
or call 913-713-9030. www.
lendahandyhelper.com.

AM/PM Computer & Heartland 
Macs. Personal Cyber Security 
and Protection - Get your PC and 
Mac running Better and Faster 
- Computer Help and Repairs 
- WiFi and Internet Problems- 
One-on-one how to help - Call 
now - 913-385-2676 - 22 Years in 
Business - 10% senior discount- 
Security service plans available.

Private duty nursing care. 
Will provide assistance with 
ADL’s, meals, medication and 
companionship. NE Johnson 
County. $30 per hour, 2 hour 
minimum. Kathy, LPN, 913-850-
0443.

HANDYMAN PRO, LLC - Repair, 
Remodel, Renew. Bathrooms, 
painting, decks, yard work, 
sheetrock repair, grab bars, 
ramp building. Call Tom for 
free estimate. 913-488-7320. 
Handymanprokc.com.

HOME DESIGN SERVICES: 
Hourly Consults, 37 Years 
Experience in all aspects of 
Design. Offering Paint Selection, 
Space Planning, Blending Old & 
New, Art & Accessory Placement. 
Furniture, Flooring & Window 
Covering Resources. Mary, 913-
304-4440.

ALL CLEAN CARPETS. Family 
Owned and Operated since 1977! 
Carpets-Tile-Grout-Orientals / 
Area Rug Cleaning. Small Carpet 
Repairs and Odor Control. We 
also Clean Upholstery. Sofa's-
Love Seats-Chairs. Mention This 
Ad and receive 10% off your first 
cleaning. ALL CLEAN CARPETS 
913-894-0301.

MEDICARE Supplements, 
Advantage Plans or Part D 
Plans - Whether you are just now 
aging into Medicare or would 
like to compare your current 
plan, you have options. Let me 
help you find the best plan. I’m a 
local, licensed and experienced 
Medicare advisor. Call Rhonda at 
913-579-3349.

Are you writing your life story? 
www.porchswingstories.com is 
the easiest online tool to help you 
capture and save your cherished 
memories. Another greater KC 
company! Call 833-767-2411 for 
more information. 

Can We Buy Your House? We 
pay cash for houses in good 
neighborhoods. We buy in as-is 
condition and you can close on 
the day of your choosing. Easy. 
Cash. NO Commission. Schedule 
a no obligation appointment. 
Daniel Bennison 913-787-6354.

Osi's Landscaping and 
Painting. 15 years of exper-
ience. Quality work interior/
exterior residential painting. 
Landscaping, cut grass, clean 
yard, mulch, power wash houses, 
decks and patios. We offer 
reasonable prices. References 
available. Call Osiel 913-575-
0667.

SER VICES PROVIDED
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B & L Quilting Longarm Service. 
Quilting E2E Quilting Designs. 
Call Linda VanDivner: 913-469-
9522. Email: lbvandivner@
yahoo.com.

Cabinet Maker- Upgrade your 
kitchen and vanity with new 
shaker style doors, roll out 
shelves, hardware. Harold 913-
396-2382.

Retired and looking to 
downsize? Thinking of selling 
your home and don’t know where 
to start? Call Laura Still at 913-
323-7694 or email laurastill@
reecenichols.com. Let’s talk 
through the process! Retired 
USAF and Public School Teacher. 
ReeceNichols-College Blvd. 
Office: 913-451-4415.

MG Home Improvement. 
Professional House Painting. Deck 
Restoration and Staining. Bath and 
Kitchen Remodeling. Carpentry/
Construction. Experienced, Quality 
Workmanship. Senior Discounts, 
Free Estimates, Insured. Call 
Michael 913-486-9040.

$$ CASH MONEY $$ FOR: 
Military Items, Pocket and Wrist 
Watches, American Coins, Old 
Buttons, Glassware, Crocks, Oil 
Lamps, Lanterns, Southwest 
Items, Spurs. Most any old items 
considered. Call Patricia Today at 
913-515-2950. 

Senior Care Assistance. 
Assist with showers, meals, 
housekeeping, errands, 
medication management and 
companionship. Fee: $80 for 3 
hours Certified Nurse Assistant, 
deep cleaning $100-$120 and 
up for 3 hrs. No outside work 
included. Lisa 314-229-1703.

Connect Home Management 
provides a complete line of home 
services exclusively to Seniors. 
We employ recent retirees from 
your community to provide 
everything from a helping hand 
around the house to handyman 
services and home improvements. 
Connect with us today for a free 
consultation. Mention Best Times 
for a $100 credit, restrictions 
apply, 913-369-4644 or  
www.ConnectHM.com.

Medicare Education - Attend a 
“free” Medicare educational zoom 
seminar designed for individuals 
becoming eligible for Medicare 
or maybe a refresher course for 
current Medicare beneficiaries. 
Learn the basics of Medicare 
and all of its options including 
Original Medicare, Medicare 
Supplements, Prescription Drug 
plans and Medicare Advantage 
Plans. Learn how to overcome 
inflation and integrate your Health 
Savings Accounts into Medicare. 
Determine which option is best 
for you. Learn when and how to 
enroll. To attend a zoom video 
conference call or text 913-908-
7631. If you do not like zoom 
calls, then text Jim for a personal 
seminar! Jim Hissong Agency, 
LLC: 913-908-7631. 

ProLine Painting & 
Improvements. Interior & 
Exterior Painting and Repairs * 
Decks * Drywall * Handyman * 
Licensed and Insured * Courtesy 
Consultations & Estimates, 
call 913-424-6346. Email 
ProLineKC@gmail.com.

For information on placing a business 
card ad, contact Tim Phenicie 

by emailing 
tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 

or by calling 
913-715-8920

at your service
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Complete Residential Services. 
Electrical, plumbing repairs, 
interior and exterior painting, 
driveway sealing and repair, expert 
textured ceiling or wall repair. Free 
estimates and references available. 
Call Rich at 913-522-8325.

RESIDENTIAL LIFTS. Stair 
lifts, wheelchair lifts, elevators 
and ceiling/patient lifts. KC Lift 
& Elevator at 913-327-5557 
(formerly Silver Cross- KC). 
www.kclift.com.

Retired Overland Park Realtor. 
Will pay top dollar cash for your 
house. No inspections, appraisals 
or closing costs. Leave all of your 
stuff behind. Linda Mathiesen. 
913-642-5055.

Landscaping, tree trimming. 
Stucco repairs and power 
wash. Free estimates on all work. 
Contact Francisco Guillen 913-
574-7359.

Electricians - semi-retired, 
licensed, neat and courteous. 
"We work with you, listen, 
and advise accordingly." All 
jobs considered, from adding 
new receptacles and lights to 
upgrading electrical service panel. 
Stop overpaying. Raymond 913- 
671-8868.

Piano Lessons – Interested 
in learning to play piano or just 
refreshing your skills? I would 
love to hear from you! Email me at 
leeanne.rogers321@gmail.com 
for info.

GOT STAMPS? Old U.S. stamps 
or albums? Will advise value. No 
obligation! Possibly make offer 
to buy. Retired collector. CRAIG 
@650-690-0765 craig.kelsey1@
yahoo.com.

Use-What-You-Have Interior 
Design. I’m especially good at 
placement of furniture and artwork.
I specialize in making small places 
feel larger. $75/hour. Most jobs 
take two hours. Marilyn 907-632-
1859.

How do I get rid of all these 
machines & tools? If you have 
a basement or garage full of 
woodworking tools, why not let me 
price and sell them while freeing 
up some space and putting cash 
in your hands. With over 24 years’ 
experience in appraising and 
selling woodworking machinery & 
tools, I can make life easier. Call 
or email Mike at 913-375-5750, 
mbcobb5@gmail.com.

ANTIQUES WANTED: 35th 
year in business in KC / We are 
actively looking to purchase 
antique furniture, paintings, 
quilts, silver flatware, jewelry, 
old toys, postcards, watches, 
pottery, glassware, advertising 
signs, country store items 
and almost anything old or 
unusual. Free verbal appraisals. 
Call 913-677-5566 or www.
horsefeathersantiques.com.

Comfortable Cleaning Services 
For Your Home. Free Estimates, 
Experienced, Quality Work, and 
Insured. Call Blanca at 913-378-
6612.

Now Hiring School Crossing 
Guards. Overland Park – Olathe 
– Lenexa. Immediate openings. 
Rewarding part-time work. Work 
school days only. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Retir-
ees welcome. For more info, please 
call Hilary with All City Manage-
ment Services. 913-203-8350.

Johnson County Memorial Gar-
dens 2 plots in highly desired Gar-
den of Peace, $5,395 retail each, 
make offer, motivated seller. Stuart 
505-699-9975 alwayslivinaloha@
yahoo.com.

For Sale, Bronze Plated Niche 
holds 2 urns, at JOCO Memorial 
Gardens in OP, KS. Call Anna for 
details - 913-972-2597.

Four side-by-side plots at John-
son County Memorial Gardens 
in desirable Garden of Apostles. 
Price negotiable. For information, 
call or text Jason. 719-330-3938.

Create a legacy of two lives well 
lived. Glass, skylit, waterfront, 
touch level niche at Johnson 
County Memorial Gardens. Pam 
913-262-0752.

Cemetery Plots for Sale.Two 
Plots Side by Side, Very Nice Lo-
cation. Johnson County Gardens 
Cemetery. Garden of the Apostles 
area. Contact Terri 918-625-7184.

2 cemetery plots, side-by-side, 
Memorial Park, “Garden of Peace”, 
Topeka, KS. Make offer. Barbara 
913-747-9056 or 913-634-3112.

Movies. Mondays. 12:30 pm. Free. Lenexa 
Senior Center. Free popcorn and a beverage 
served. Please call 913-477-7100 for further 
information.

Games: Pinochle. Mondays. 1:00-4:00 pm. 
$1. Matt Ross Community Center.

Games: Mexican Train Dominoes. Mon-
days. $1. 1:00-4:00. Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse.

Bingo. Tuesdays. 12:30 pm. Free. Lenexa 
Senior Center. To reserve lunch with John-
son County Nutrition, call 913-888-6141 24 
hrs. in advance between 9 and 10 am. Lunch 
served at 11:30 am. 

Games: Mexican Train Dominoes. Mon-
days. $1. 1:00-4:00. New Century Field-
house.

Games: Hand and Foot. Mondays. 1:00-
4:00. $1. Mill Creek Activity Center.

Games: Chess. Tuesdays. 8:30-11:00 am. 
$1. Matt Ross Community Center.

Games: Progressive Bridge. Tuesdays. 
12:00-4:00. $1. Matt Ross Community 
Center.

Games: Hand and Foot. Tuesdays. 1:00-
4:00. $1. Meadowbrook Park Clubhouse.

Games: Mah Jongg. Tuesdays. 1:00-4:00. 
$1. New Century Fieldhouse. 
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Silver Screen Matinee. 
Wednesdays. 1:00 pm. Free. 
Merriam Community Center.
Games: Pitch. Wednesdays. 
1:00-4:00. $1. New Century 
Fieldhouse. 
Games: Mah Jongg. Wednes-
days. 1:00-4:00. $1. Meadow-
brook Park Clubhouse. 
Games: Mah Jongg. Thursdays. 
1:00-4:00. $1. Tomahawk Ridge 
Community Center. 
Games: Progressive Bridge. 
Thursdays. 12:00-4:00. $1. Matt 
Ross Community Center. 
Games: Hand and Foot. 
Thursdays. 1:00-4:00. $1. New 
Century Fieldhouse.
Games: Cribbage. Fridays. 
8:30-11:00. $1. Matt Ross Com-
munity Center. 
Games: Mah Jongg. Fridays. 
1:00-4:00. $1. Tomahawk Ridge 
Community Center. 
Games: Hand and Foot. Fri-
days. 1:00-4:00. $1. Mill Creek 
Activity Center.

November 1
Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Bring your instrument and jam 
with us, share a song or just 
listen. 

November 3
Tim Murphy Art Gallery 
Opening Reception. 7-8:30 pm. 
“The Art of Friendship.” Merriam 
Community Center.

Chair Yoga. 1-1:45 pm. Free. 
Temporary Olathe Downtown 
Library.

November 5
1860s Campout. 5 pm. $75. 
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & 
Farm. Campout includes 1860s 
clothing rental, breakfast, lunch, 
activities, and a digital portrait 
of campers to share or print as 
desired. Guests may plan to stay 
as late as 4 pm Sunday. Regis-
tration must be complete by Oct. 
15. 

November 7, 14, 21, & 28
Writing Community. 6:30-8:00 
pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Meet with other writers to dis-
cuss writing and share friendly 
feedback. Call 913-971-6850 to 
register. 

November 8
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Down-
town Abby: A New Era”. 12:30 
pm. $1 (PCC members) $2 
(non-members). Powell Commu-
nity Center.
Cards: Bridge Workshop – 
Overcalls. 4:00-5:30. $10/$11. 
Matt Ross Community Center. 
Fun and easy classes help you 
master a new subject each week 
Handouts included. Call 913-
831-3359 to register.
Board Game Night. 6:00-8:00 
pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Play a variety of tabletop games. 
Snacks and drinks provided.

November 9
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 
pm. Free. Lenexa Senior Center. 
Musical entertainment provided 
by “Side by Side Experience.” 
Optional lunch for $3 donation 
at 11:30 am. Call 913-715-8905 
between 9-10 am 24 hours in 
advance for lunch reservations.

November 10
Thanksgiving BINGO. 1:30-3:30 
pm. $3. Drinks provided. Merriam 
Community Center. Please call 
to reserve a spot. 913-322-5550
Lunch Bunch. 11:15 am (trans-
portation departs from Lenexa 
Senior Center at 10:40 am). 
Fee: Cost of your own meal. $5 
for transportation to restaurant: 
“The Bristol” (5400 W 119th St. 
Leawood). Reservations required 
by calling 913-477-7134.
Veteran’s Breakfast. 8:30-
10:30. $8/VETERANS EAT 
FREE. Matt Ross Community 
Center. Chris Cakes will be serv-
ing pancakes and sausage. 

November 12
An Afternoon of Adventure and 
Answers with Aaron Holling-
sworth. 3:30 1 4:45. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Local fan-
tasy author Aaron Hollingsworth 
will read from his new novel, 
The Broken Brides of Europe, 
followed by a Q&A. 

November 15
Cards: Bridge Workshop – 
Take out Doubles. 4:00-5:30. 
$10/$11. Matt Ross Community 
Center. Fun and easy classes 
with a new subject each week. 
Handouts included. Call 913-
831-3359 to register.

Documentary and Discus-
sion: Final Account. 7:00-
8:30 pm. Free. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Screening of 
Final Account, a new holocaust 
documentary with never-be-
fore-seen interviews with the last 
living generation of Hitler’s Third 
Reich. 

November 16
50 & Beyond Bingo “Thankful 
Theme.” 1:30 pm. $2 (PCC mem-
bers) $4 (non-members). Powell 
Community Center. 
Friendsgiving. 1:30-3:00 pm. 
$15/$16. Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse (9101 Nall Ave., 
Prairie Village). Afternoon fun 
includes food, games and con-
versation. Call 913-831-3355 to 
register. 

November 17
Thanks for Seniors. 11:30 – 
2:00 pm. $12. Powell Community 
Center.

November 18 - 20
Friends of the Library Book 
Sale. 11/18 9:00 am-5:00 pm, 
11/19 10:00 am-4:00 pm, 11/20 
Sack Sale, 1:00-4:00 pm. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. All items 
priced $1 or less. 

November 22
Stretch & Restore. 11:00-11:45 
am. Free. Olathe Indian Creek 
Library. Practice focuses on 
deep stretching and restorative 
poses to improve mental clarity 
and offer deep relaxation. Most 
postures are seated. 
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Top 
Gun: Maverick.”12:30 pm. $1 
(PCC members) $2 (non-mem-
bers). Powell Community Center. 

November 25
1860s Living History on 
Thanksgiving. 12:00 – 4:00 pm. 
Low-key event features black-
smith at work, ins and outs of 
cooking on a woodburning stove, 
tours of historic Mahaffie House, 
heritage breed animals and play 
yard games.

November 26
Live at the Library: The Frosty 

Morning Trio. 3:30-4:45 pm. 
Live performance of folk music, 
featuring hammered dulcimer, 

guitar, keyboard and bass.  
 

November 29
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 
6:30 pm. Lenexa Senior Center. 
Program on what’s covered un-
der Medicare Parts A, B and D, 
how to supplement this coverage 
and timelines for enrollment. 
Call: 913-477-7100 to register.
50 & Beyond Trip. Holiday 
Lights Tour. 4:30 pm. $20. Pow-
ell Community Center.
Cards: Bridge Workshop – 
Weak Two Bids. 4:00-5:30. 
$10/$11. Matt Ross Community 
Center. Fun and easy classes 
with a new subject each week. 
Handouts included. Call 913-
831-3359 to register.

November 30
Holiday Lights Tour. 4:45 – 
8:45 p.m. Fee: $20. Depart from 
the Lenexa Senior Center. Tour 
includes Longview Lake for 
the Jackson County Parks and 
Recreation light extravaganza; 
“Winter Magic” at the Kansas 
City Zoo, Crown Center, & the 
Country Club Plaza; and Over-
land Park’s Vince & Associates 
with holiday music timed to the 
lights. Register by calling: 913-
477-7100.

December 1
Tim Murphy Art Gallery Open-
ing Reception. 7:00-8:30 pm. 
Free. “High School Visual Art 
Competition.” Merriam Communi-
ty Center.
Chair Yoga. 1:00-1:45 pm. Tem-
porary Olathe Downtown Library.

December 2
Holiday Lights & Festive 
Sights. 5:00-8:00 pm. Downtown 
Mission. Call 913-722-8200 for 
more information.

December 3
Christmas Open House. 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm. Mahaffie Stage-
coach. Enjoy 1860s living history 
activities such as stringing pop-
corn and cranberries, cookstove, 
and blacksmith demonstrations, 
and tours of the historic farm-
house. Santa will visit from 
1-3:00 pm. 

December 6
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Elvis.” 
12:30 pm. $1 (PCC members) $2 
(non-members). Powell Commu-
nity Center. 
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BLUE VALLEY REC: Blue Valley Recreation Activity Center, 
6545 W. 151st St., Overland Park;  
913-685-6090; bluevalleyrec.org.
CENTRAL RESOURCE LIBRARY: 9875 W. 87th St., Overland 
Park; 913-826-4600 and Press 3 for all Johnson County 
Library reservations.
EXTENSION: Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe; 913-715-7000; 
johnson.ksu.edu/classes.
ARTS & HERITAGE: Arts & Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park; 913-826-2787; jocoAHC.com.
LENEXA SENIOR CENTER: 13425 Walnut St., Lenexa; 913-
477-7100.
MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP AND FARM: 1200 Kansas 
City Road, Olathe; 913-971-5111.
MATT ROSS: Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 Marty St., 
Overland Park; 913-826-2830.
MEADOWBROOK PARK CLUBHOUSE, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie 
Village; 913-826-2975.
MERRIAM COMMUNITY CENTER, 6040 Slater St., Merriam; 
913-322-5550.

MILL CREEK: Mill Creek Activity Center, 6518 Vista, 
Shawnee; 913-826-2950. 
NEW CENTURY: New Century Fieldhouse, 551 New Century 
Parkway, New Century; 913-826-2850.
OLATHE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY: 1078A W. Santa Fe, 
Olathe; 913-971-6850; to register, 913-971-6888.
OLATHE INDIAN CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY: 16100 W. 135th 
St., Olathe; 913-971-6835.
PRAIRIE VILLAGE: Prairie Village Community Center, 7720 
Mission Road, Prairie Village; 913-381-6464
ROELAND PARK: Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 
Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park; 913-826-3160.
SHAWNEE CIVIC CENTRE: 13817 Johnson Drive, Shawnee; 
913-631-5200.
SHAWNEE SAFETY CENTER: SenCom computer lab, lower 
level, 6535 Quivira Road, Shawnee; 913-631-5200.
SYLVESTER POWELL: Sylvester Powell Community Center, 
6200 Martway St., Mission; 913-722-8200.
TOMAHAWK RIDGE: Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, 
11902 Lowell Ave., Overland Park; 913-327-6645.

December calendar
December 6

Cards: Bridge Workshop – Weak Three 
Bids. 4:00-5:30. $10/$11. Matt Ross Commu-
nity Center. Fun and easy classes feature a 
new subject each week. Handouts included. 
Call 913-831-3359 to register.
Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Bring your instrument and jam 
with us, share a song or just listen. 

December 7
Make & Take: Gingerbread House. 6:00-
8:00 pm. $30. Johnson County K-State 
Research and Extension (11811 S Sunset Dr. 
Room 1060, Olathe). Two-hour class to build 
and decorate a 4”x3” gingerbread house. 
All supplies provided, including candy for 
decorating.

December 8
Holiday BINGO. 1:30-3:30 pm. $3. Drinks 
provided. Merriam Community Center.

December 13
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Pinocchio.”.12:30 
pm. $1 (PCC members) $2 (non-members). 
Powell Community Center. 
Cards: Bridge Workshop – (Intermedi-
ate) – Declarer Play. 4:00-5:30. $10/$11. 
Matt Ross Community Center. Fun and easy 
classes feature a new subject each week. 
Handouts included. Call 913-831-3359 to 
register.
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Olathe Indian 

Creek Library. Play a variety of tabletop 
games. Snacks and drinks provided.

December 14
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm. Lenexa 
Senior Center. Musical entertainment pro-
vided by “MO-KAN Reunion Band.” Optional 
lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 am. Call 
913-888-6141 between 9-10 am 24 hours in 
advance for lunch reservations.
Winter Picnic. 1:30-3:00 pm. $15/$16. 
Meadowbrook Park Clubhouse (9101 Nall 
Ave., Prairie Village). Bring your sunnies 
and enjoy picnic snacks, lemonade and lawn 
games.

December 16
50 & Beyond Bingo “Holiday Theme.” 1:30 
pm. $2 (PCC members) $4 (non-members). 
Powell Community Center. 

December 17
Holiday Potluck. 12:00 pm. $1. Lenexa 
Senior Center. Dress in festive holiday colors 
and bring a dish to share for 10-12 folks. 
Meat provided by Holiday Ham. Set-ups 
and beverages provided. Reserve a spot by 
calling 913-477-7134.
Cards: Bridge Workshop – (Intermedi-
ate) – Counting. 4:00-5:30 pm. $10/$11. 
Matt Ross Community Center. Fun and easy 
classes offer a new subject each week. 
Handouts included. Call 913-831-3359 to 
register.

December 20
Jingle Mingle. 1:30-3:30 pm. $15/$16. Matt 
Ross Community Center. Bring an item to 
regift for the White Elephant exchange. Call 
913-831-3355 to register. 

December 21
Family Bingo with a holiday twist. 11:30-
1:30 pm. $12/$13. Roeland Park City Hall, 
4600 W. 51st.

December 27
Stretch & Restore. 11-11:45 am. Free. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. Practice focuses 
on deep stretching and restorative poses to 
improve mental clarity and offer deep relax-
ation. Most postures are seated.

December 28
Acoustic Jam Session. 6:00-8:00 pm. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. Bring your 
instrument and jam with us, share a song, 
or just listen. Led by Bluegrass artist Greg 
Blake, lead vocalist and guitarist for the band 
"The Special Consensus."

December 30
New Theatre – “Come Blow Your Horn.” 
Noon matinee. Fee: $39/$44. The higher 
fee includes transportation from the Lenexa 
Senior Center. Transportation departs at 
10:30 am. Play stars Hal Linden and Sally 
Struthers. Register by Nov. 30 by calling: 
913-477-7100.
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