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WELCOME
Thank you for joining us for an exciting day of learning about Moving Health 
Forward in Johnson County. This summit is a first step toward building bridges 
with all parts of the community.

Let our community know you are here at the Health Summit today. Tag us on 
Twitter (@JOCOHEALTH) and Facebook (@Jocohealthdept) with your photos, 
ideas and thoughts. 

To build trusting and lasting relationships with every part of the
community
Develop a shared understanding of the foundations and many factors
that impact health and well being 
Advance a shared purpose to improve the health of all people living,
working, or playing in Johnson County

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

THANK YOU TO OUR CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Mary Beverly
Renee Bryant
Vicki Collie-Akers
Chelsie Deneault
Ashlyn Henderson

Vicki Howerton
Charlie Hunt
Debra Kellison
Barbara Mitchell 
Amanda Thompson



AGENDA
7:45 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:15 am Welcome
Eldonna Chesnut, JCDHE

8:20 am Introduction to Moving Health Forward
Dr. Sanmi Areola, JCDHE

8:45 am Moving Health Forward in Johnson County: The Data Perspective
Elizabeth Holzchuh, JCDHE & D. Charles Hunt, JCDHE

9:30 am Public Health Accreditation - Keynote Presentation
Paul Kuehnert, DNP, RN, FAAN, President and CEO, Public Health Accreditation Board

10:15 am Networking Break
Please add your thoughts to the questions posted around the room. 

10:45 am Population Health Partnerships in Action
Panel Discussion
Julie Brewer, United Community Services of Johnson County
Tim DeWeese, Johnson County Mental Health Center
Dr. Sofia Khan, KC for Refugees
Brenda Sharpe, REACH Healthcare Foundation
Dr. Sanmi Areola, JCDHE, Facilitator

11:45 am Lunch

12:30 pm Breakout Sessions

Building Bridges into the Community

Culture of Health

Health Equity and Impact on Population Health

Health in All Policies 

1:15 pm Beverage Break
Last chance to add your thoughts to the questions posted around the room. 

1:30 pm Closing Comments
Dr. Sanmi Areola, JCDHE



Learn about the local public health system and its importance to improving health and well-being in
Johnson County.
Discuss and share examples of collaborative partnerships that supported meaningful community
engagement
Identify additional organizations and stakeholders who need to be engaged in work to address public
health in Johnson County
Discuss barriers to engagement of new partners and strategies for addressing them

Improving population health and advancing equity requires engagement of a diverse array of
organizations and individuals working collaboratively to make progress on shared goals. In addition,
meaningful engagement of communities, particularly those experiencing inequitable conditions for health
and well-being is critical. Through a combination of presentation and discussion, participants will:

Building Bridges into the Community 
Vicki Collie-Ackers, University of Kansas School of Medicine

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

What makes us healthy—or not—depends on complex factors such as where we live and our access to
healthy food, quality schools, safe neighborhoods, affordable health care and many others.
Unfortunately, many in our communities do not have equitable access to the opportunities to be
healthy. No individual or organization can tackle these challenges alone. In this session we will utilize the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation framework to explore how we can build a Culture of Health in Johnson
County.

Culture of Health  
D. Charles Hunt, Johnson County Department of Health & Environment

Moving Health Forward in Johnson County requires that we work together to break down social barriers
and create conditions where everyone can thrive. Join us for a conversation on operationalizing health
equity and how we can use our spheres of influence and social capital to move health equity forward.
Session will include an understanding of social determinants of health, sharing of current health equity
initiatives in action, and a discussion on overcoming operational challenges and managing bias to advance
health equity.   

Health Equity and Impact on Population Health
Julie Brewer, United Community Services of Johnson County



BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Learn about the ways in which decisions about housing, employment, education, transportation, land
use, etc., can create conditions that promote or discourage health
HiAP strategies implemented in communities across Kansas and other states
Discuss how HiAP approach can help to ensure that various decisions made in Johnson County result in
positive impacts on health and economic well-being of the community

Health in All Policies (HiAP) is a collaborative approach to improving the health of all people by
incorporating health considerations into decision-making across sectors and policy areas. During this
session, you will: 

The session will include a combination of presentations and engaging discussions. To demonstrate how
health and well-being could be explicitly considered when making decisions, the session facilitator will use
real-life examples of decisions related to nuisance abatement, suspension of disconnections of utility
services, among others. 

Health in All Policies 
Tatianna Lin, Kansas Health Institute

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS



KEYNOTE SESSION

Paul Kuehnert is President and CEO of PHAB, where he oversees all aspects of PHAB’s mission 
and work, including accreditation-related strategies, partnerships, long-range planning, PHAB’s 
Board of Directors, committees/think tanks, and student opportunities. Dr. Kuehnert’s career 
spans nearly 30 years of providing executive leadership to private and governmental 
organizations to build and improve systems to address complex health and human service’s 
needs. partnerships, long-range planning, PHAB’s Board of Directors, committees/think tanks, 
and student opportunities. Dr. Kuehnert’s career spans nearly 30 years of providing executive 
leadership to private and governmental organizations to build and improve systems to address 
complex health and human service’s needs. Immediately prior to joining PHAB in January 2020, 
Dr. Kuehnert served for seven years at the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) in 
Princeton, NJ, most recently in the role of Associate Vice President for Program. Prior to joining 
RWJF in 2012, he spent five years as the County Health Officer and Executive Director for 
Health for Kane County, Illinois, a metro-Chicago County of 515,000 people. In that role, Dr. 
Kuehnert provided executive leadership and oversight to four county departments: Health, 
Emergency Management, Community Reinvestment and Animal Control. Earlier, he served as 
Deputy State Health Officer and Deputy Director of the state of Maine’s Health Department. 
Dr. Kuehnert is a pediatric nurse practitioner and holds the Doctor of Nursing Practice in 
executive leadership as well as the Master of Science in public health nursing degrees from 
University of Illinois at Chicago. He was named a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Executive 
Nurse Fellow in 2004, a Fellow in the National Academies of Practice in 2010, and a Fellow in 
the American Academy of Nursing in 2015.

Dr. Paul Kuehnert, Keynote Speaker
President and CEO of Public Health Advisory Board

Keynote Presentation - Public Health Accreditation: Overview & Updates from 
the Public Health Accreditation Baord
The past few years have been extremely challenging. The landscape in public health has 
changed and the field is looking to transform and modernize. Within that transformation will 
be work to reset, restore, and renew the Public Health workforce, build Public Health 
infrastructure, and ensure that all of the work that we are doing across Public Health is 
centered around equity. During this session PHAB will provide an overview of our resources 
and tools that will help health departments who are looking to transform and modernize.



MEET OUR SPEAKERS

D. Charles Hunt is the Deputy Director of the Johnson County Department of Health and
Environment. Prior to his current role, Mr. Hunt was a Senior Analyst with the Kansas Health
Institute (KHI), based in Topeka, Kansas, and Deputy Director of the Center for Sharing
Public Health Services, a national initiative funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
and managed by KHI. Mr. Hunt previously served as State Epidemiologist and Director,
Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, Kansas Department of Health and
Environment.  Mr. Hunt earned a master’s degree in public health from the University of
Kansas.

D. Charles Hunt, JCDHE Deputy Director

Dr. Sanmi Areola is the Director of the Johnson County Department of Health and
Environment. He is leading the collaborative efforts to modernize public health infrastructure
and approach in Johnson County. He also leads current efforts to mitigate the impacts of
COVID-19 on residents. Previously, he served as the Interim Director of Health and the Deputy
Director for the Metro Public Health Department, Nashville, Tennessee. He is a public health
generalist, a toxicologist and has been strongly involved in aspects of Health in All Policies,
Health Equity, social determinants of health, public health risk assessments, air toxics
assessments, vehicle emissions, air pollution, indoor air quality, pest management, insecticides
used in mosquito control, and community water fluoridation. Dr. Areola is passionate about
community engagement in public health risk assessments and interventions understanding
that they are critical to ensuring assumptions reflect what is happening in the community. He
was Director, Bureau of Environmental Public Health and past president of the African Society
for Toxicological Sciences (ASTS), which organizes scientific conferences on environmental
public health and toxicological issues impacting the African continent. He has partnered with
international agencies to address global health issues. He spearheaded the formation of
Toxicologists of African Origin (TAO) Special Interest Group as part of the Society of
Toxicology. Dr. Areola taught Environmental Health and Industrial Hygiene classes for the
Master of Science in Public Health at Meharry Medical College for several years, reviewed for
major public health journals and has been featured in the media addressing public health
issues in the community. He has also served as an expert witness on public health issues in
courts.

Dr. Sanmi Areola, JCDHE Department Director



Elizabeth Holzschuh is the Director of Epidemiology at the Johnson County Department
of Health and Environment, where she has worked since 2015. In her role she oversees a
team of population health epidemiologists whose goal is to utilize data to drive policy
change, allowing all Johnson County residents to live their healthiest lives. In addition to
her role at JCDHE, Elizabeth also facilitates workshops throughout the country for the
FBI and CDC teaching local law enforcement and public health how to conduct joint
investigations in the event of bioterrorism and other suspicious outbreaks. Prior to her
current role, she served as a population health epidemiologist at JCDHE and an
infectious disease epidemiologist at the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.
She obtained her master’s degree with a concentration in public health, microbiology,
and emerging infectious disease from the George Washington University. 

Elizabeth Holzschuh, JCDHE Director of Epidemiology

MEET OUR SPEAKERS

MEET OUR PANELISTS
Julie is the Executive Director of United Community Services of Johnson County
( UCS). UCS in a nonprofit focused on poverty and health and human service issues
impacting Johnson County residents. core work is illuminating needs and
solutions through education and advocacy, fostering a framework for collaboration
through mobilizing and planning, and prioritizing community investments through
targeted resource allocation. UCS recently facilitated a multi sector community
collaboration with area jurisdictions to address the priority of safe, stable, and
attainable housing which resulted in a housing study and toolkit.

Julie Brewer, United Community Services of Johnson County Executive Director

Tim DeWeese, Johnson County Mental Health Center Department Director
Tim is the Director of Johnson County Mental Health Center. The Mental Health Center
is a department of Johnson County (KS) Government and employs more than 360 staff
who provide behavioral health services to nearly 12,000 county residents annually. Tim
possesses a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from Missouri Southern State
University and a Master of Social Work Administration degree from the University of
Kansas. He is a Licensed Mental Health Professional in Kansas and has over 30 years of
experience in community mental health, where he has worked in various capacities. He
possesses extensive knowledge and experience in the public mental health delivery
system, client-centered leadership, and program design/development.Tim also served
more than 10 years as a commissioned officer in the Army Reserve and National Guard. 



Dr Sofia Khan is a local physician, mother of five. Dr. Khan moved to Greater KC, from
NYC over 25 years ago. She is a community activist and the interfaith leader involved in
numerous charity projects for over 15 years. She is founder of KC for Refugees, a non
faith based community alliance, helping locally resettled area refugees. Her non profit
advocates for refugee resettlement and provides community education on refugee
related topics. Besides providing support, it also helps build bridges between these
families and the community. She is the recipient of 2016 Crescent Peace Society “Peace
Award”, 2017 Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council “Steve Jeffers Leadership service
award”, 2017 United Nation Association of GKC “World citizen of the year”, 2017 Rime
Buddhist Center, “Bodhisattva award”, 2019 American Pakistani Physician National
Association KC “Excellence in Service award”. She also serves on the Board of American
Public Square, Islamic Center of JOCO Interfaith Board.

Dr. Sofia Khan, KC for Refugees

Brenda Sharpe, REACH Healthcare Foundation President and CEO

Brenda Sharpe is President and CEO of the REACH Healthcare Foundation, having served
in that capacity since 2004. The foundation’s mission is to advance health equity
through coverage and care for underserved people in the Kansas City region. With more
than 30 years’ experience in the nonprofit sector, Brenda enjoys using her skills to
strengthen the leadership and governance capacity of organizations, institutions, and
systems to better serve vulnerable populations and to effectively engage in public
policy advocacy. Brenda recently concluded service on the Board of Directors of
Grantmakers in Health and has served as Trustee on the Board of a regional nonprofit
health system, as well as the Kansas State Board of Healing Arts. Believing that the
business sector engagement is essential to advancing health equity and sound public
policy, Brenda currently serves as a Board member of the Greater Kansas City Chamber
of Commerce and the Downtown Overland Park Partnership.



Thank you for attending. 
We look forward to seeing you 

next year! 

Connect with us.
Facebook: @jocohealthdept
Instagram: @jocohealthdept

Twitter: @jocohealth


