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Best Times
The Best Times, a bimonthly 
publication of Johnson County 
Government, is mailed at no cost 
to Johnson County residents 
60 and over. Subscriptions are 
available for $20 annually for those 
who do not qualify. If you are 
interested in receiving The Best 
Times, call 913-715-8930.
On the web: The Best Times is 
available online at jocogov.org.

Mission: The Best Times is a 
bimonthly magazine provided for 
all Johnson County residents age 60 
plus, publishing articles that inform, 
challenge, support, entertain and 
persuade.

Contributions to support the mission 
of The Best Times must be made 
payable to The Best Times and 
mailed to the address on the far right.

Publishing of letters from readers, 
opinion columns or advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or 
Johnson County Government. 

Director of Public Affairs and 
Communications: Jody Hanson
913-715-0730 
email: jody.hanson@jocogov.org

Editor: Gerald Hay, 913-715-0736                 
email: gerald.hay@jocogov.org
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Advertising Sales: 
Tim Phenicie, 913-715-8920 
email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
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111 S. Cherry Street, Suite 3300  
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Bill Jones, left, and Charles "Duke" Neeland are shown at Navy Park at the New Century AirCenter where the Olathe Naval Air Station was once located.

the editor’s view

In-person Veterans Day returns
After having a virtual event for the past two years 

because of COVID-19, Johnson County’s 2022 Johnson 
County Veterans Day will again honor all local veterans at 
an in-person celebration.

Timing of our annual observance remains the 
traditional date of Veterans Day. It will take place at 
11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 11, at the Lenexa National Guard 
Armory located at 18200 West 87th Street Parkway. 

Details of the 2022 Veterans Day observance remain 
a work in progress with activities to be finalized and 
publicly shared by the end of October through news 
media, social media, the November-December issue of 
The Best Times and the county’s website at jocogov.org. 
Traditionally, the event features patriotic songs and music, 
presentation of colors and memorial wreaths by local 
veteran organizations, “Echo Taps” and rifle salute along 
with featured community and military speakers.

Johnson County’s annual observance of Veterans Day 
has been a grand tradition since 1987. It is always an 
important worthwhile community event in honoring our 
important, deserving veterans.

As a Marine Vietnam combat veteran,  I remain very 
committed when it comes to Veterans Day, recognizing 
vets and thanking them for their service.

Veterans Day gives Americans the opportunity to 
celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. veterans.

Whether they served years ago in WWII, Korea or 
Vietnam or more recently in Iraq or Afghanistan, or both; 
whether they are men or women, and whether they were 
on active duty or in Reserves; veterans of all military 
services, young and old, should be honored for defending 
and protecting our many freedoms and our Declaration of 
Independence for 246 years. 

They are a truly band of brothers and sisters, day in 
day out, year in year out.

So, what do we mean when we thank veterans for 
their service? Veterans Day pays tribute to all American 

veterans — living or dead — but especially gives thanks 
to living veterans who served their country honorably 
during war or peacetime.

As for the date the holiday is observed, we celebrate 
veterans on Nov. 11 because that is the anniversary of the 
signing of the Armistice that ended World War I.

Veterans Day evolved from Armistice Day, which was 
proclaimed in 1919 by President Woodrow Wilson. An 
armistice is when warring parties agree to stop fighting. 
Armistice Day recognized the end of World War I when 
hostilities ceased on Nov. 11 at 11 a.m., 1918 (11th hour, 
of the 11th day, of the 11th month) 104 years ago.

Five months after the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed, President Wilson declared Nov. 11 as the first 
commemoration of “Armistice Day” to be noted with 
parades and speeches and picnics. On June 4, 1926, 
Congress resolved that the “recurring anniversary of this 
date should be commemorated with thanksgiving and 
prayer and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through 
good will and mutual understanding between nations.”

On May 13, 1938, Congress made the 11th of 
November in each year a legal holiday to be dedicated to 
the cause of world peace and finally, after WWII, amended 
the holiday to honor American military veterans who 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Sadly, in practice, veterans largely honor themselves 
at many local Veteran Day celebrations. Perhaps that’s the 
best way to do it. It may be the only way to do it. 

Our military veterans deserve more than that. Some 
businesses and restaurants have long provided recognition, 
free meals and discounts to the nation’s warriors. 

They all should. We all should.
Johnson County Veterans Day observance is 11 a.m. 

Friday, Nov. 11, at the Lenexa National Guard Armory.  
Let’s gather and thank all of them for their military service.

That’s all we want.
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Thinking of selling 
your home? 
It can be emotionally overwhelming and the actual 

process shouldn’t be. We are Senior Real Estate Specialist 

that have been selling in the KC area for over 19 years. 

We will help you each step of the way at your own pace 

- from deciding to sell to prepping the home, and all the 

way through closing and moving. 

Vicky Harmon
REALTOR® & Senior Real Estate Specialist 
vicky.harmon@compass.com
913.709.5448

Shelley Shatzer
REALTOR® & Senior Real Estate Specialist 
shelley.shatzer@compass.com
913.707.4104

Your home deserves to look its best.

Compass Concierge is the hassle-free way to transform 

your home. Compass Concierge covers the upfront cost of 

select services that can increase your home’s selling price. 

From deep-cleaning to cosmetic renovations, we’ll work 

together to elevate your home’s value. 

Our team looks forward to meeting you!

Harmon & Shatzer Homes is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass Realty Group a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
Loans are provided by Notable Finance, LLC, NMLS #1824748. Loan eligibility is not guaranteed and all loans are subject to credit approval and underwriting by Notable. Compass is not a lender and is not providing loans as part of the Compass Concierge program. 
This information is provided for informational purposes only and is not a solicitation, recommendation, offer or promise to provide services. Compass is not offering legal, financial or other professional advice. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results.  
Testimonials are not intended to guarantee the same or similar results. Subject to additional terms and conditions at compass.com/concierge. Office Phone number: 913-382-6711. 4403 W 199th Street, Leawood, KS 66209

Mildale Farm Fall Fest offers fun for all ages
The annual Mildale 

Farm Fall Fest is offering 
fun and fall activities for 
all ages from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Oct. 29 at the farm 
site, 35250 W. 199th St., 
Edgerton.

It's a free public event.
Visitors can explore and 

picnic on the 22-acre rental 
property that is usually only 
accessible by reservation. 

Parking is available 

near Mildale Farm’s main 
barn.

Activities include trac-
tor-driven hayrides, cider 
and hot cocoa, roasting 

marshmallows and a large 
pumpkin patch with free 
pumpkins for ages 12 and 
younger while supplies last.

While district fishing 

permits have been waived 
for catch-and-release fish-
ing, Kansas residents ages 
16 to 74 and nonresidents 
16 and older need to have a 
Kansas state fishing license

No alcohol is allowed. 
Pets must be on-leash. 
Vehicles must remain on 
roadways. 

Visit JCPRD.com/182/
Mildale-Fall-Farm-Fest  
for event details.

Lanesfield School plans open house
The free Lanesfield School Fall Open House is scheduled from 11 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 29 at the Lanesfield Historic Site, 18745 S. Dillie Rd., 
Edgerton.

Attendees are invited to  celebrate autumn 1904-style while they expe-
rience life as a student in a one-room schoolhouse built in 1869 and offers 
a perfect place to take a trip through time. The school is the last remaining 
building of the bygone community of Lanesfield founded in 1858. 

Open house offers old-fashioned fun with hands-on activities, the 
Missouri Town Band, outdoor games and lessons in the schoolhouse with 
costumed teachers. Call 913-715-2570 for more information. 

Note: Lanesfield Historic Site is three miles from Mildale Farm 
which is having its annual fall fest on Oct. 29.
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It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live them

Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly 
Renovated Community.  Offering Condo-Style residences with unique 

options for Independent Senior Living.   

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next to door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200         
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery  www.mission-square.com 

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

Visit Website
mission-square.com

Open House 3rd 
Weds 10:30 AM

TToouurrss  BByy
AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt

Johnson County Extension Master 
Naturalists are planning their annual Hasta 
Luego (until later) Monarchs! celebration 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at the Pollinator Prairie, 320 S. Blake St., 
near downtown Olathe.

Monarch butterflies have an annual 
four- generation migration that takes them 
from Mexico in the spring north to Canada 
and beyond, and then back to Mexico in 
the fall. The peak of monarch activity is 
September in Johnson County.

The free public family-friendly event 

will feature educational booths and fun 
activities for children. 

The group “Monarch Watch” will share 
their knowledge about the monarch but-
terfly, how to protect the struggling spe-
cies and tag some monarchs for release in 
tracking in their migration.

Master naturalists, a volunteer program 
of the Johnson County K-State Extension 
Service, have sponsored a Monarch Watch 
for eight years. 

More information is available by  
calling 913-715-7000.

Event tags monarch butterflies

Lunch guest:
Let's meet Ike

Johnson County Park 
and Recreation 50 Plus De-
partment will host a Lunch 
and Learn at Meadowbrook 
Park Clubhouse from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 4. 

Bill Nicks, first person 
reenactor, will come dressed 
as President Dwight "Ike" 
Eisenhower and share his-
torical stories about D-Day, 
Brown vs Topeka Board of 
Education, his five brothers, 
Vietnam, Churchill, Mc-
Carthyism, The Interstate 
Highway System, the Cold 
War and much more. 

Q&A will follow 
45-minute presentation. In 
honor of Eisenhower’s love 
for hearty meals, attendees 
can enjoy a catered lunch 
with all the fixings in a 
socially inviting environ-
ment. The cost per Johnson 
County resident is $29/ $31 
nonresident. 

Registration is required. 
For more information or to 
register, visit jcprd.com or 
call 913-826-2833.

Photo/Bill Nicks
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Restaurant-style dining  •  Light housekeepingRestaurant-style dining  •  Light housekeeping
Essential transportation  •  Vibrant activity programEssential transportation  •  Vibrant activity program

Take advantage of our special pricing AND receive 
an additional $500-$1000 bonus!

Overland Park - Located at 95th & Metcalf near Lowe’s 
Blue Springs - Located at Hwy 40 & Hwy 7 near Price Chopper

(913) 270-6753
NovelPlaceSeniorLiving.com

Limited time and 
availability! Call Now!

FFaallll  SSppeecciiaall
CCoouunnttddoowwnn!!

Two courtyards with fire pit, shuffleboard & gardening!

Select Studios at

Select 1 Bedrooms at

$1,600

$2,450

/mo.

/mo.

Best Times_Novel Place.indd   14Best Times_Novel Place.indd   14 8/9/2022   2:26:52 PM8/9/2022   2:26:52 PM

Volunteers needed to deliver meals

Museum sets Free 
Day on Sept. 17

Sept. 17 will be a Free 
Day from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Johnson Coun-
ty Museum in the Johnson 
County Arts & Heritage 
Center, 8788 Metcalf Ave., 
Overland Park.

It offers a chance to 
explore KidScape, our 
signature exhibition, and 
current exhibits - Becoming 
Johnson County and special 
exhibit, REDLINED: Cities, 
Suburbs, and Segregation. 

Visit JCPRD.com/mu-
seum for more details.

Bingo celebrates 
seasonal change

50 Plus Chili Bingo is 
scheduled from 11:30 a.m.to 
2 p.m. Oct. 6 at the Roeland 
Park Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Dr.

Participants can cele-
brate the changing of the 
seasons meeting new friends 
over a mild chili, salad and 
cinnamon roll lunch - it’s a 
Kansas thing! Twelve games 
of bingo included. Prizes 
can range from gift cards to 
gift baskets. 

Cost is $17 per person, 
$19 nonresidents. 

Register online at 
JCPRD.com/register and 
search for activity number 
23151. Please register by 
Sept. 23.

out & about

Carol Dalton and Pat Sasenick are volunteers in 
the Home Delivered Meals program.

Johnson County's Home Delivered Meals program needs help 
in delivering hot nutritious meals Monday through Friday to home-
bound residents, ages 60 and older, and their spouses.

The Area Agency on Aging program by the Johnson County 
Aging & Human Services Department heavily relies on volunteers to 
deliver nearly 600 meals per day between 10:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Home Delivered Meals utilizes 54 volunteers daily and is current-
ly in need of both weekly as well as substitute (as needed) volunteers. 

The greatest needs are in De Soto, Gardner, Lenexa, Olathe, 
Overland Park and Spring Hill. Children are welcome to accompany 
an adult. 

With just one hour a week you can make a difference in an older 
resident’s life. To volunteer please call Katie at 913-715-8895.
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Director highlights projects 
completed by the AHS staff

By Tim Wholf
During the past three months that I have been the 

director for Aging and Human Services, AHS has been 
busy meeting the needs of our Johnson County residents. 
I wanted to take the opportunity and highlight a couple 
of projects completed by the dedicated AHS staff.

All About Me
The Johnson County Area Agency on Aging, one di-

vision within AHS, received funds through the American 
Rescue Plan Act  as part of the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency. In conjunction with the Older Americans Act, 
ARPA funds provided funding for services for older adults.  

One project the JCAAA used ARPA funds for was 
to produce an “All About Me” workbook, designed as a 
resource for individuals to record their life events, social, 
health and financial informa-
tion. It allows individuals to 
express their personal care 
needs, or any wishes they have 
in preparing for end of life.  

The workbook is a source 
that can help alleviate unnec-
essary confusion and discord 
in times of great stress, by 
providing answers to those 
questions families find them-
selves asking. Individuals 
completing the “All About 
Me” workbook are passing 
down a legacy of information 
and a lifetime of memories that families can cherish and 
ensure one’s wishes are carried through.

Copies of “All About Me” are available and can be 
picked up at the AHS office at 11811 S. Sunset Drive, 
Suite 1300, Olathe. A link to the workbook is available 
at the AHS website at jocogov.org/department/ag-
ing-and-human-services where it can be downloaded, 
saved and completed. The workbook will be translated 
into Spanish in the near future.

Shelf Stable Food and Toiletry Distribution
Feeding America’s report The State of Senior Hunger 

in America in 2020, released data and findings revealing 
that 5.2 million seniors (6.8%, or 1 in 15) were food in-

secure. Kansas’s rate of 
food insecurity among 
seniors was 6.5%.  One 
way JCAAA has de-
cided to help with food 
insecurity is to provide 
“care packages” of 
shelf stable food and 
toiletry items.  

In June, 800 old-
er adults in Johnson 
County received a 
delivery of shelf stable 
food and toiletries, 
using ARPA funds for 
the distribution. In-
dividuals expressing 
a desire for the items 
received two boxes and 
two tote bags of food 
and toiletries. Food 
items included pudding 
cups, fruit cups, vegeta-
bles, macaroni and cheese, tuna, soup, seasonings, juices, 
snack crackers and more. Toiletry items included hand 
soap, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper, sham-
poo, paper towels, bleach, dish soap and sponges. 

Each individual received products valued at $215. 
The total cost was $174,466. 

To be eligible for the care package, residents need-
ed to be a current Older Americans Act client residing in 
Johnson County.  

Plans are now being made for a fall delivery of shelf sta-
ble food and toiletries which will be delivered by Sept. 30.  

Volunteers
In my short time as AHS director, I have been as-

tounded by the amazing volunteers we have with the 
department. Our volunteers help in many ways, including 
working within the office, assisting at congregate sites and 
food pantries, driving individuals to appointments through 
Catch-a-Ride and delivering meals to homebound resi-
dents. I have been fortunate to spend time with some of 
our volunteers and see the work they do firsthand.  

AAA Administrative Assistant 
Jill Zink helped with distribu-
tion efforts of ARPA-funded 
shelf stable food and toiletries.

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

Upcoming COA meetings
The Commission on Aging (COA) will meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 14, and Oct. 12 in the Sunset Drive Office 
Building, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe.Please call 913-715-8860 for information.Read more at Jocogov.org/coa or 
facebook.com/jocoaging/.
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One area where we can always 
use more volunteers is assisting with 
our home delivered meals.  We have 
routes where drivers are needed in 
De Soto, northern Overland Park 
and Olathe. Volunteers are not only 
ensuring our residents receive a 
nutritious meal, but are providing a 
small amount of social interaction 
with the clients. 

I recently “assisted” one of our 
volunteers on their delivery route. 
Not only did I get to spend time 
with this amazing individual, but I 
left with an even bigger gratitude 
for the service he provided. He 
knew the individuals on his route 
and carried on brief conversations 
with each of them. It was apparent 
how important the meals were to 
our clients.   

Shortly after I started my job, 
I had the opportunity to meet Max 
DeWeese at a celebration honoring 

him. Max delivered meals for 35 
years before “retiring” from vol-
unteering in March 2022. 

A Marine veteran of World 
War II, he shared many stories 
about his life and the importance 
he found in delivering meals to 
our clients. Sadly, Max passed 
away on July 9, 2022. He was 101 
years old. 

Volunteer - Make a Difference 
I would encourage anyone 

that has “extra” time and would 
like to make a difference in 
someone’s life, to consider vol-
unteering. To find out more about 
volunteering, call 913-715-8895 
or Go to jocogov.org, search for 
Aging and Human Services then 
click on Volunteer Opportunities 
at the bottom of the screen to see 
Volunteer Opportunities and con-
tact information for the Volunteer 
Services Team. 

How to self-manage chronic disease
Do you suffer from a chronic disease such as ar-

thritis, diabetes, cancer, COPD, stroke or any ongoing 
health concern? If so, you are not alone. In fact, 145 
million Americans suffer from 
some type of chronic disease. 

Johnson County Department 
of Health and Environment has 
partnered with the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment and Kansas Foundation for 
Medical Care to offer Chronic 
Disease Self-Management Edu-
cation to help ease the burden of 
those one in two Americans who 
suffer from some sort of chronic 
disease.

CDSME workshops, developed by Stanford Uni-
versity, are free, interactive and evidence-based. These 
workshops are designed to help individuals with chronic 
conditions learn how to manage and improve their own 
health, while reducing health care costs. 

Workshops are led by two trained leaders, one or 
both of whom are living with a chronic disease. 

The following topics are covered: 
•	 Techniques to deal with problems such as frustra-

tion, fatigue, pain and isolation. 
•	 Exercises for maintaining and improving 

strength, flexibility and endurance. 
•	 Appropriate use of medications. 

•	 Communicating better with family, friends and 
health professionals about your conditions. 

•	  Nutrition, decision-making and how to evaluate 
new treatments for your disease. 

Each session is 2 ½  hours 
long and participants receive a 
workbook, relaxation CD and 
class incentives. The sessions are 
highly interactive and designed to 
help people gain self-confidence 
in their ability to control their 
symptoms, better manage their 
health problems and lead fuller 
lives. Participants meet once a 
week for six weeks. 

Friends, relatives and caregivers of the person living 
with a chronic condition are encouraged to attend as 
well. Adults of any age can benefit from the skills taught 
in this free workshop.

A new class is starting soon at the Lenexa 
Senior Center, 13425 Walnut St. Lenexa, meet-
ing on Thursdays, Sept. 1- Oct. 6. Class time is 
12:30-3 p.m. Space is limited. Call 913-477-7100 
to register. 

Additional CDSME workshops will be coming 
soon to Johnson County. Email  Alison.Wiley@
jocogov.org for more information. 

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

AAA staff gather around “super-
volunteer” 101-year-old Max DeWeese 
to celebrate his “retirement” from 
volunteering. From left to right, AHS 
Director Tim Wholf, Overland Park 
Neighborhood Center staff Steve 
Constance and Gaybine Miller, Home-
Delivered Meals Volunteer Coordinator 
Katie Baker, Nutrition Program 
Manager Stephany Ikpe, and Nutrition 
Program Coordinator Dyani Kallauner.
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The weekly public business sessions of 
the Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners begin at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays in the Johnson County 

Administration Building, 111 S. Cherry 
Street, in downtown Olathe. 

Live coverage of the meetings is  
viewable on the Internet through the 
county’s main website, jocogov.org.

Visitors to downtown Olathe will 
be able to enjoy future enhancements 
at the Johnson County Square thanks 
to separate actions by the Board of 
County Commissioners and the city of 
Olathe for Phase Two improvements. 

The project includes upgrading 
the public square, located between the 
Johnson County Administration Build-
ing and the Johnson County Court-
house, with a multipurpose platform, 
a Memorial Plaza, an art garden play 
area and tree grove seating.

“The Johnson County Square 
required community involvement with 
public meetings in helping to design 
the square. We are very appreciative 
of that important public input,” said 
Johnson County Chairman of the 
BOCC Ed Eilert. “We also appreciate 
the partnership with the city of Olathe 
in making the Johnson County Square 
a community asset for all to enjoy now 
and in the future.”

The Johnson County Board of 
County Commissioners approved a 
maintenance, management and use 
agreement with the City of Olathe and 
adjoining outdoor recreational space 
for public events. Under the agreement, 
Olathe will oversee programming for 
activities in the square, such as public 
events and concerts. Johnson County 
will be responsible for the maintenance 
of the property. The Olathe City Coun-
cil approved the agreement on Aug. 2.

The Board also authorized an 
amendment of $2 million to the coun-
ty’s Capital Improvement Program 
to include the Phase 2 capital project 
and reallocation and expenditure of $1 
million of Countywide Support Funds 
for the county’s portion to finance the 
improvements to the public square. As 
a joint project, Olathe is also contribut-
ing $1 million.

Other approvals involved a con-
tract with TreanorHL to complete the 
design of the Phase 2 project; regula-
tions regarding the use of the Johnson 
County Square and adjacent property; 
and a short list of possible construction 
companies for the Johnson County 
Square Phase 2.

“We want to start work shortly 
after Old Settlers Days this year with 

plans to ensure the square opening by 
May 2023,” Assistant Johnson County 
Manager Joe Waters said. 

The Old Settlers Days celebration 
ends Sept. 10.

Final design details for Johnson 
County Square Phase 2 are still in the 
works by TreanorHL, but current plans 
include a multipurpose stage with pos-
sible solar lighting and an art garden 
play area will be located at the north-
ern end of the square. 

The Memorial Plaza will be lo-
cated near the Children of the Trails 
Fountain at the southern end of the 
square near the Administration Build-
ing with a redesigned entrance from 
Kansas Avenue. Plans include infor-
mational and educational plaques, 
highlighting the history of Johnson 
County and the city of Olathe.

The plaza also will be the new 
location for six existing historical 
structures (some or all) in the Johnson 
County Square, including two time 
capsules, Santa Fe Trail monument, 
listing of Old Settlers Associattion 
presidents, cornerstone of the coun-
ty’s second courthouse and along, flat 
granite stone from the third court-
house that was demolished last year.

The county also plans to install 
a new time capsule at the Memorial 
Plaza to commemorate the opening 
of the new courthouse and redesigned 
Johnson County Square. Planning for 
and preparing of the new time capsule 
will be completed during the Phase 2 
construction.

Also near the Memorial Plaza and 
the fountain will be a space dedicat-
ed to the cities of Johnson County.  
The history of the community will be 
connected to the names of each city 
in Johnson County and their year of 
incorporation, all  memorialized in 
stone/concrete inlays.  

Anorther tree grove with seating 
is also proposed at the southern end 
of the square close to Cherry Street. 

Phase One of the project included 
a tree grove, which was donated by 
Johnson County Rotary Clubs, and 
seating, which were installed by the 
county near the northwest corner of 
the square.
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Second phase of county
square begins in the fall
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Updated boosters are available in the fall

9404 Reeds Rd
Overland Park, Kansas

First month FREE with annual plan. Call 913-350-2955 or visit www.elderambassadors.com
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By Jennifer Dunlay
Following a recommendation from the Food and 

Drug Administration’s independent vaccine advisers, it is 
anticipated that a new COVID booster shot will be avail-
able this fall that will provide better protection against 
infection and serious disease from COVID-19. 

Both Pfizer and Moderna are 
reformulating their vaccines to 
perform better against the extremely 
contagious omicron variant, includ-
ing subvariants BA.4 and BA.5. 

“Vaccines continue to be the 
single most important tool in pre-
venting serious illness, hospital-
ization and death,” says Dr. Sanmi 
Areola, director for the Johnson 
County Department of Health and 
Environment. 

“As we look to the fall and 
winter, everyone who is eligible 
should get vaccinated and boosted to limit the spread of 
infection in our community and protect those who are 
at high-risk of serious disease – people over age 65 and 
those with chronic medical conditions.”

JCDHE’s outreach nurses are available to help med-
ically homebound Johnson County, Kansas residents get 
a COVID and flu vaccine. The Home Visiting Program 
provides COVID and flu shots free to individuals who 
can’t leave their home for medical reasons such as severe 
immobility, paralysis or being on a ventilator. 

Barb Thompson, a registered nurse with the county’s 
outreach nurse program, says she starts giving flu shots 
in October before flu season begins. 

“We bring it directly to them, so they don’t miss out 
on this important protection,” Thompson said.

Individuals who are able to leave their home can find 

both flu and COVID vaccines readily available at most 
drugstores, grocery stories, warehouse clubs, urgent care 
clinics, public health departments, doctors’ offices and 
hospitals in Johnson County. 

The flu vaccine is covered by Medicare and most 
Medicare supplemental insurance plans with no copay and 

COVID vaccines are always free. 
Both flu and COVID vaccina-

tions have been shown to reduce 
illnesses and more serious outcomes 
that can result in hospitalization or 
even death in older people. 

According to the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment, influenza was the direct cause 
or contributing cause of death in 43 
Kansas residents during the 2021-
22 flu season. COVID-associated 
pneumonia was the contributing 
cause of death in 1,746 Kansas resi-
dents during the same time.

JCDHE recommends getting a seasonal flu vacci-
nation by the end of October and staying up to date on 
COVID vaccines and boosters. 

Flu shots (starting in the fall) and COVID vaccines 
are available to anyone six months and older at JCDHE’s 
walk-in immunizations clinics in Olathe (11875 S. Sunset 
Drive) and Mission (6000 Lamar Ave.). Adults over age 
65 will be offered the high-dose flu vaccine. 

For more information about flu and COVID vaccines, 
call 913-826-1261 or visit jocogov.org/department/
health/immunizations. 
Jennifer Dunlay is the risk communicator for the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environment. The information in this ar-
ticle was accurate at the time of publishing but is subject to change 
as new data become available.
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cover story

Prairie sailors recall Olathe  Naval Air Station

By Gerald Hay
Eighty years ago, farmland east of Gardner became a 

military base with the start of World War II.
The site is now the New Century AirCenter, but for 

27 years it was the Olathe Naval Air Station. Dubbed the 
“Prairie Navy,” the naval base was officially opened on Oct. 
1, 1942, to train pilots for WWII and the Korean War with 
thousands of military support personnel and a thousand 
miles from oceans and seas.

William “Bill” Jones and Charles “Duke” Neeland start-
ed their long Navy careers at ONAS.

Calling De Soto his home since a toddler, Neeland re-
members his first visit to the base in the mid-1950s with his 
Boy Scout Troop arranged by his scout master. The scouts 
swam in the ONAS’s Olympic-sized indoor pool, the first 
on a military base west of the Mississippi. and ate in the 
chow hall. A decade later, he joined the Navy Reserves after 
his senior year (1964) at De Soto High School and enlisted 
in 1966 with a recruiter at ONAS.

“The recruiter told me to get assigned to a squadron 
with big planes and I probably wouldn’t go to sea. He 
said big planes can’t land on carriers. I didn’t know if I 
should believe him or not because he was a recruiter,” 
Neeland said.

He began his active duty at ONAS as a “ground-pound-
er,” working in the electrician’s shop on the flight line and 
performing daily and calendar inspections along with air-
craft repairs. After his promotion to E-4, he attended Radio 
Communicator School.  

“After becoming an aircrewman, I didn’t have the 
ground-pounder duties anymore. I flew as radioman at 
Olathe until the base closed in 1970,” Neeland said. 

Now residing in Rantoul, Kansas, Jones joined the 
Navy Reserves while a senior in high school at Lane, 
Kansas, graduating with the Class of 1962 with seven 
grads. He began his active military duty in 1963 and was 

also recruited at ONAS. 
Jones was briefly assigned to the sheet metal shop then 

transferred to work on jet aircraft with some of his training 
in Memphis where he was stationed when President John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated. He was then classified as an 
aviation structural mechanic.

“We were responsible for hydraulic systems, tires and 
brakes, pneumatic systems and all scheduled maintenance 
on the aircraft,” Jones explained.

Ted Freese of Lenexa remembers ONAS in a different 
way. He was a military brat. His father, John Freese Sr. now 
deceased was a lifelong Louisianan, joined the Navy in 
1943 “to see the world” he joined the Navy after a two-year 
stint as a Marine right after high school. He was transferred 
to ONAS in 1953, not the oceans he expected.

Traveling to Johnson County with his family of a 
daughter and four sons, including Ted then a 4-year-old, his 
father’s first duty station in the Navy was ONAS. The fami-
ly purchased a home in southern Overland Park.

“We were a large family and enjoyed going to the large 
Olympic pool. We had a lot of fun,” Freese said. “While at 
stationed at ONAS, my parents had six more and then two 
more after he retired for a total of 13. A total of eight born 
while living in Overland Park.”

His father’s retirement came in 1965 while still sta-
tioned at ONAS after 22 years in the Navy. He continued to 
reside in Overland Park, working at the TWA Overhaul Base 
at Kansas City International Airport.

Early years of ONAS
ONAS remains an interesting and important chapter in 

Johnson County history. 
During its heydays, the air station was a beehive of 

activity after it was carved out of land, totaling about 640 
acres, purchased for $72,343 (about $1.3 million in 2022 
dollars). Construction of the base began on Jan. 5, 1942. 
More than $13 million (about $289 million in 2022 dollars) 

Bill Jones, left, and Charles "Duke" Neeland have fond memories about the Olathe Naval Air Station.
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Prairie sailors recall Olathe  Naval Air Station
cover story

Event marks
1942 opening

of ONAS
An 80th anniversary celebra-

tion commemorating the Olathe 
Naval Air Station is scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 1, at the Commemorative Air 
Force Hangar, 6 Aero Plaza, New 
Century AirCenter. 

Nicknamed the Prairie Navy, 
the military base was dedicat-
ed on Oct. 1, 1942. ONAS was 
closed in 1969 and decommis-
sioned a year later.

Activities will include food, 
tours of the Commemorative Air 
Force Museum, flight simulators, 
photo boards and a paper airplane 
contest. The Gardner Historical 
Museum will also display pic-
tures, posters, uniforms, newspa-
per articles and other memorabilia 
from the ONAS.

The free public event also 
commemorates the 55th anni-
versary of creation the Johnson 
County Airport Commission in 
1967 to oversee airport operations 
and development at the AirCenter 
and Johnson County Executive 
Airport in Olathe. 

The celebration is being 
sponsored by the Johnson County 
Airport Commission, Gardner 
Historical Museum and the Heart 
of America Wing of the Com-
memorative Air Force.

More information is avail-
able by calling 913-715-6000 or 
jocogov.org/department/air-
port-commission.

was expended on the base’s initial 
development. ONAS was officially 
dedicated on Oct. 1, 1942.

The military complex, which was 
initially commissioned to house ap-
proximately 2,000 enlisted men and 
100 officers, eventually expanded to 
about 2,000 acres with three runways, 
14 secondary fields and 44 buildings. 
Only about a dozen original buildings 
remain.

From July 1942, when the first 
cadets completed their training, to 
September 1944, the Olathe Naval Air 
Station trained nearly 4,550 cadets 
with 25 training fatalities.

Following the end of WWII, the 
mission of ONAS shifted to sup-
port Naval and Marine Air Reserve 
training programs in the Kansas City 
Region. In 1946, the base became 
responsible for the Naval Air Techni-
cal Training Unit to train reservists, 
air traffic controllers and ground 
approach operators.

“Up until then, NAS Olathe was 
home for all military branches.” Nee-
land said, listing a few planes that he 
remembered on base from the Navy, 
Marines and “seeing the Air Force 
coming and going from time to time.”

“Also, many times when com-
mercial planes had emergencies, they 
were directed to NAS Olathe because 
of it had runway foaming ability,” 
he added. “The base was extremely 
busy with thousands of military and 

civilian personnel.”
ONAS played an integral part in 

Johnson County’s social life, in-
cluding dances to Big Band music 
at Kinnick Hall. Activities include 
football, basketball and baseball 
teams and a newsletter called “The 
Flying Jayhawks.” In the 1950s and 
1960s, the base reserved outings to 
Fairyland Park in Kansas City for a 
day of fun for ONAS personnel and 
their families.

In 1969, the Navy announced the 
future closure of the Olathe Naval Air 
Station. According to Jones and Nee-
land, scuttlebutt had circulated ahead 
of time the Prairie Navy along with 
a few other bases in the nation were 
targeted for closing in efforts to reduce 
military spending. 

“It was pretty devastating,” Jones  
said. “It was rumored for quite a 
while. We had a strong feeling they 
were going to close this base.” 

Spanning slightly more than 27 
years, ONAS was officially decommis-
sioned in 1970.

The Johnson County Airport 
Commission was formed in 1967. The 
complex was transferred to the airport 
commission in 1973 with the stipulation 
that the land be used as a public airport 
and renamed the Johnson County 
Industrial Airport. The name was 
changed to the New Century AirCenter 
in 1995.

Continued to page 12

The official opening of ONAS occurred on Oct. 1, 1942.



www.jocogov.org/thebesttimes •  12 •  September-October 2022

Prairie Navy veterans served at ONAS base

VOLUNTEER! 
VISITOR SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Art lovers needed to welcome guests!
Join our volunteer team; learn about exciting programs coming up!

Eulalia Cabezón, Untitled, 2005, Palm leaf and natural dyes. Collection of the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art.

JCCC is an equal opportunity, equal access  
institution and affirmative action employer.

Contact the Education Coordinator 
913-469-8500 ext 4989 
Tours@nermanmuseum.org 

Nerman Museum  
of Contemporary Art

Join online at nermanmuseum.org

Continued from page 11
During that time, both Navy veterans 

ended their military service.
Jones was reassigned to naval air 

station California for 10 years then to 
Atlanta for about three years and finally 
to Glenview, Illinois, where he retired in 
1982 after 20 years in the Navy.

Neeland joined a Memphis squadron 
after ONAS closed. 

“Late 1971, I transferred from Mem-
phis back to NARDET (Naval Air Reserve 
Detachment) Olathe and served there 
until 1983. We had a couple of non-fly-
able planes for training aids but didn’t 
have any tools, so the training was very 
limited. We did have classroom training 
lectures and hands on training during our 
two weeks active duty each year at NAS 
Moffett Field, California,” he said.

“Most of the Olathe base had been given to Johnson 
County and the Army Reserves CH47 unit. The Olathe 
Navy was downsized to a small engine repair hangar, a 
building of classrooms and an identical building for ad-
ministration and a small club for after duty gatherings.”

Neeland then returned to Memphis then later served at 
Glenview, Illinois, and New Orleans until his retirement. 
Throughout his career, he flew on a wide assortment of big 
planes not able to land on an aircraft carrier. 

28 years and never at sea
“I retired Dec. 31, 1995, was in the Navy, 28 years 50 

weeks and never on a ship,” he said. “The recruiter was 
right.”

The following year, all Navy activities ceased at the 
former ONAS site.

While development continues to grow at the New Cen-
tury AirCenter, the Prairie Navy roster continues to decline. 

Freese and Laura McCarthy at the Gardner Historical 
Museum previously  teamed up over the past few years to 
continue the annual base reunions that had been occurring 
since closure of the base. 

They took over the reunion after Joe Cox, a Navy vet-
eran and his wife, Pricilla, who had organized the reunions 
previously, decided to retire from heading up the gather-

ings. Joe Cox, now deceased said “at 90 
it’s time to turn this over to the younger 
folks” 

The reunion, usually in June, brought 
many veterans back to Johnson County 
with their families to share memories, 
stories and comradeship about the Prairie 
Navy. Most are now in their 80s or older. 

“We gained many friends serving in 
the Navty that will last a lifetime,” Nee-
land said. “I enjoyed every minute of my 
career and really miss the camaraderie.”

For years, the annual event attracted 
hundreds, but time has taken its toll on 
aging veterans. Leading up to 2010, 35+ 
veterans, on average, were at reunions 
with 50+ in attendance along with spouses 

and family members. The 2019 reunion 
had only nine veterans with a total of only 
about 17 other attendees. The ONAS re-
union has been discontinued since then.

“We stopped the gathering for a couple of reasons, 
COVID and unfortunately the passing of so many veter-
ans,” Freese said. “We just don’t have that many left.”
Note: We have a lot more information on our website on 
the history of the ONAS and its buildings and how they 
are being used today. Please visit jocogov.org/newsroom/
magazines/best-times to learn more.

Ted Freese and Laura Mc-
Carthy share a laugh at the 
Gardner Historical Museum.
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Friends of Library offer used books
library connection

By Christopher Leitch
The Friends of Johnson County Library want to assure 

you: the used book business is great.
The Friends started selling used books more than 30 

years ago, and they are still going strong. Their inventory 
comes mostly from generous community donations, 
with the balance from books 
periodically weeded out of 
Johnson County Library’s 
circulating collection. Friends’ 
net proceeds are paid into the 
Library’s collection budget, to 
help the Library buy new books. 

“We’re really proud of this 
success,” says Friends president 
Chris Meier. “Not only are 
we repurposing books in our 
community and giving them 
longer lives, we’re supporting 
our favorite public place: the 
Library!”

The Friends sell books 
in-person and online. They 
launched Pop Up Sales earlier 
this year at their donation 
processing headquarters in Lenexa. The Pop Ups are a 
sort-to-sell experience right at the source of the Friends 
broad and robust donated inventory. 

A corps of dedicated volunteers scan, examine and sort 
gifted materials for subject and quality. A lively sale audience 
can generally be found at the door awaiting the weekly 
Saturday start time of 11:30 a.m. Friends members receive a 
20% discount on the already very reasonable prices. 

The Pop Ups launch was a prelude to the recent 
closing the two branch bookstores at Antioch and Blue 
Valley Libraries. After careful monitoring of sales activity 
at both stores, the Friends noted that sales continued to lag 
behind pre-pandemic levels. They made this bittersweet 
decision, after 26 years, so that the organization can focus 
resources toward its mission of supporting the Library.

Friends’ online sales are 
divided among international, 
national and local customers 
who peruse the broad selection 
on popular platforms like 
Amazon and eBay, and on the 
Friends web site, friendsofjcl.
org. Free shipping and the 
Friends reasonable prices are 
sure to wow. Top sellers tend 
to be first editions or hard-
to-find items like out-of-print 
technical manuals. 

“The selection changes 
quickly,” says operations 
director Shanta Dickerson, 
“because we sell frequently and 
replace with new material that 
arrives every day.” 

Donations (book@friendsofjcl.org) received weekly 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday and Pop Up Sales scheduled 
weekly from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., also on Saturday, take 
place at 8279 Melrose Dr., Lenexa, in the Pine Ridge 
Office Park.
Christopher Leitch is community relations coordinator at  
Johnson County Library.

Job resource 
fair set Oct. 10

If you are looking for a 
job, but having a hard time 
finding employment, please 
check out the Community 
Supported Employment 
Program (CSEP) Job and 
Resource Fair from 2-3:30 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 10, at the 
Johnson County Arts & Her-
itage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park.

The event, sponsored by 
CSEP of Johnson County 
Government, is open to the 
public, with the primary 
purpose of helping jobseek-
ers, including older adults, 
who face barriers and chal-
lenges in employment.
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50 Plus & beyond

Live Well Age Well set Sept. 14
By Michelle Alexander

The Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s 
50 Plus Program is excited to host the annual Live Well 
Age Well event in person from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, Sept. 14, at the Johnson County Arts and 
Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf Ave., Overland Park.  

The public event will feature 
a vendor fair, featuring more 
than 30 private businesses, health 
organizations and other service 
providers that focus on keeping 
adults in our community healthy, 
independent and well connected.  

Explore the many Johnson 
County agency booths to discover 
all the ways the county supports 
older adults.  Johnson County 
Health and Environment, the 
County Manager’s Office, Aging 
and Human Services, Johnson 
County’s K-State Extension Office, 
and Library are just a few you can 
expect to be on site.  

The event will also feature those 
that provide health screenings, such 
as blood pressure checks along with screenings for hearing, 
mental health wellness and diabetes.

A lineup of educational sessions will be offered 
throughout the day.  

The Johnson County Museum Director Mary 
McMurray will give ran eye-opening and interesting 
presentation on how the museum selects artifacts, 

develops displays and what a day in the life of a museum 
director entails.  

Misty Town,  recreation assistant at the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District, will provide a fun 
and relaxed presentation offering insight on the LGBTQ 
community and what all those letters mean.  

Attendees also can gain tips from 
Johnson County IT professionals 
about email. 

Our final presentation will feature 
Dennis Patton, horticulturist with 
Johnson County K-State Extension 
Office, who is ready to help attendees 
learn how to create long-lasting 
container gardens.

A few rounds of bingo are 
planned throughout the day for the 
opportunity to win door prizes, too!

The first 300 attendees will 
receive an event bag that includes 
a free pass to the Johnson County 
Museum. The pass allows free entry 
to the museum on the day of the 
event by the lucky holder. The bag 
also provides information about Live 

Well Age Well and sponsors.
There is no registration required. The event is free to 

all attendees.  
Visit jcprd.com/livewellagewell for a complete event 

schedule and information.  
Michelle Alexander is the 50 Plus Department manager at 
the Johnson County Park and Recreation District.
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Free breakfast 
set for veterans

Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District’s 50 
Plus Department will host 
a free Veterans Celebration 
Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 10, at Matt Ross 
Community Center, 8101 
Marty St., Overland Park.  

The event will feature a 
patriotic celebration and a 
pancake and sausage break-
fast from Chris Cakes. 

Admission is free for 
veterans and $8 for non-vet-
erans.  Preregistration is 
required.  

For more information 
or to register, call 913-826-
2830 to register by Nov. 7. 
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Lawn seeding needs quality seed
Extension connection

By Dennis Patton
Labor Day signals the official start to fall. Turning the 

calendar to September signals the start of the fall lawn 
care season. September is the most important month for 
developing and maintaining a healthy cool season lawn 
with tall fescue or bluegrass.

This time of year, the grass begins its recovery from 
the stress of a hot, dry summer. Cooler day and night 
temperatures (hopefully), combined with consistent fall 
rains is the perfect recipe to jump-start the lawn from its 
summer slumber.

September brings the optimal time to fertilize. Once 
the grass starts to overcome summer it wants to grow, so 
it needs to be fed. The most important nutrient is nitrogen. 
Apply a high nitrogen fertilizer lower in phosphorus and 
potassium. The nitrogen, just like gas in a car, provides the 
fuel for growth.

Seeding in September
The best time of the year to plant new grass seed to fill 

in bare patches is, you guessed it, September. The combi-
nation of cooler temperatures and warm soils provides the 
best opportunity for recovery. September conditions allow 
for quicker germination of the seed, establishment before 
winter, and a mature stand better able to withstand the 
coming summer stress conditions.

Success with planting grass seed is not as simple as 
broadcasting seed over the soil. There is an art and science 
to success. First, mow the lawn slightly lower than normal, 
removing most of the debris. The next step is to prepare 
the soil.

Soil preparation for seeding is accomplished by verti-
cutting the lawn. A verticutter slices shallow grooves into 
the soil, into which the seed will fall, improving seed soil 
contact and germination. Be sure there is good soil mois-
ture prior to verticutting so that the blades penetrate the 
soil uniformly. Once verticutting is done spread your seed, 
fertilize appropriately and water. The young seed should 
be up and growing within a couple of weeks.

Picking right seed
Unfortunately, some people fail when seeding. The 

problem is usually not with soil prep or care, but with the 
selection of grass seed. There is very good grass seed on 
the market and there is also garbage seed.

Tall fescue and bluegrass are the only species of grass-
es that should be planted in Johnson County lawns. There 
are many good varieties of these species on the market 
available from local garden centers. They do a nice job of 
following K-State and other regional land grant University 
and Extension recommendations.  

A good mix of tall fescue and bluegrass will contain 
three or four different varieties as each has desirable quali-
ties. Often prepackaged bags or national brands add what I 
would call trash seed, either as fillers to help control price 
or give you a quick fix that does not last.

Here is the problem with blended mixes. In addition 
to the highly desirable tall fescue or bluegrass seed, they 
add grasses such as perennial ryegrass, annual ryegrass, 
creeping red fescue, Chewings fescue or other species that 

die out under our climate. These species cannot tolerate 
summer heat and drought. The result is they come up great 
in the fall and look good, but by next September all these 
inferior species will be dead and gone, leaving you back 
where you started with a thin, patchy lawn.

Reading label
How do you know if you are purchasing quality grass 

seed for your lawn? It is as easy as just reading the ingre-
dients label. Grass seed by law is required to have a seed 
label. This label is on the back and in small print and is 
comparable to a food label. It lists by percentage the grass 
species and varieties in the package. 

Following my recommendation, the percentage of seed 
in the bag should be 99 to 100% tall fescue or bluegrass or 
a combination of the two. Any other species listed on the 
label is junk that will not survive for the long haul.

I have written biting words about grass seed, but it is 
difficult to tell someone they did all the right steps, but the 
use of low-quality seed mixes caused issues. Achieving a 
beautiful lawn is akin to life. You get out of it what you 
put into it. This saying can also be applied to grass seed. 

Now get out there and show that lawn some September 
love, as it will start you on the path to success.
Dennis Patton is horticulture agent at the Johnson County 
K-State Research and Extension Office.

The application process for our buildings couldn’t 
be easier. Contact us directly and we’ll find out if you 
qualify and promptly take care of the details, including 
assistance with the paperwork. If you qualify, you 
simply move in and begin living anew!

Utilities provided (allowance based)
Rent based on income
Section 8 assistance available

Great location
Social events
No voucher needed

Quality housing that meets your budget, in a safe, secure setting.

Red.indd   1 11/13/14   1:02 PM
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Courses detail Arkansas River, philosophers

Retirement should be a time to live it up and dive into new experiences.  
That’s why our Kansas City Anthology communities are in such  

high demand. Every day is full of promise and possibilities. 

ANTHOLOGY OF OL ATHE 

913-232-2731 
101 W. 151st St. / Olathe, KS  

Independent Living
Assisted Living / Memory Care 

ANTHOLOGY OF OVERL AND PARK 

913-815-8364 
10300 Indian Creek Pkwy. / Overland Park, KS 

Assisted Living / Memory Care 

EMBRACE YOUR PASSIONS. CALL TODAY!

Act Your Age?
W H O  S A Y S  Y O U  H A V E  T O

AnthologyKansasCity.com 

Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s 50 Plus 
Program serves as a host site for The University of Kansas, 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.  

The noncredit enrichment courses involves no homework, 
tests or pressure. It’s just learning for the joy of it.

Learn about the sixth longest river, The Arkansas, during 
the course, The Arkansas, and Its Impact on America’s Heart-
land at 2 p.m. Thursday, Sep. 22, at the Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse, 9101 Nall, Prairie Village. The instructor, Hannes 
Zacharias, a professor of Practice at KU's School of Public 
Affairs and Administration and former Johnson County Man-
ager leads the discussion and pulls stories from his experience 
during two solo kayak trips down the entire length of the river.  

Take a quick journey through the history of philosophy 
from Ancient Greece to modern America in Exploring Reality 
Beyond Physics: Great Western Philosophers. James Gaither, 
Th.D., will lead this presentation and has been teaching cours-
es on history and philosopher for more than 25 years.  Course 
will take place at 2 p.m. Monday, Oct 3, at the New Century 
Fieldhouse, 551 New Century Parkway, New Century (near 
Gardner.)

Each course meets for three consecutive weeks for two 
hours each week and is $50 per person. Participants must 
register directly with Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.  Visit 
jcprd.com/osher for enrollment information or call Osher at 
913-897-8530 to register by phone.  

DPP classes 
lower risk of 
prediabetes

Has your health become 
less of a priority this sum-
mer? Have you developed 
some unhealthy habits that 
you want to change? 

Well, there is no better 
time than the present! 

Fact: One in three adults 
in the U.S. has prediabetes, 
a serious health condition 
that increases your risk for 
developing type 2 diabetes? 

The Diabetes Prevention 
Program (DPP) helps people 
with prediabetes lose weight 
and increase physical activ-
ity, which can help reduce 
your risk.

Studies show that DPP 
participants can lower their 
risk of developing type 
2 diabetes by as much as 
58% (71% if you’re over 
age 60). In fact, in the most 
recent JCDHE group of DPP 
participants, 56% saw a 
reduction of blood glucose 
levels from the “prediabe-
tes” range to the “normal” 
range without the use of 
medication.

Find the support you 
need to reduce your risk for 
type 2 diabetes! New DPP 
classes are starting soon. To 
learn more or sign up, con-
tact Anne Hayse, registered 
dietitian at JCDHE, at 913-
477-8128 or anne.hayse@
jocogov.org. 
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Freshen up food safety knowledge
By Chelsea Reinberg

Raise your hand if you ever took something out of the 
refrigerator, stared long and hard at it and asked yourself 
how long it had been there, or if you have questioned if 
something was safe to eat. 

If you sheepishly raised your hand, do not feel embar-
rassed as you are not alone. Did you know that each year 
one in six Americans get sick from foodborne illnesses? 

Food safety is important for everyone, but it is espe-
cially important for older adults to take extra precautions to 
prevent foodborne illness-
es. Adults 65 years and 
older have an increased 
risk of hospitalization and 
more severe complications 
from foodborne illnesses 
compared to the general 
healthy population. This is 
because as our bodies age 
they don’t work as well 
and our organs and sys-
tems that help fight off dangerous bacteria are not as effec-
tive at protecting and keeping us safe. 

Factors that increase older adults’ risk of complications 
from foodborne illness are weakened immune system, lower 
stomach acid (stomach acid helps reduce the amount bad 
bacteria in our gastrointestinal (GI) tract), less good bac-
teria in GI tract, chronic conditions like diabetes or kidney 
disease and taking medications that may limit the body’s 
ability to fight off bad bacteria.  

Foodborne illness is caused by consuming food or bev-
erages that have been contaminated with bacteria, viruses or 
parasites. You cannot tell if a food is free from these danger-

ous pathogens by looking, smelling or tasting it! 
Common causes of foodborne illness are due to con-

tamination at harvest or during processing, improper 
cooking temperatures, poor handwashing and inappropri-
ate handling of food like using the same knife to cut raw 
chicken and vegetables.   

It is important that you and those who help prepare your 
food always follow these four food safety steps.

•	 CLEAN all surfaces, cooking utensils and hands 
with warm soapy water before handling food or 
eating and often when cooking. 

•	 SEPARATE all raw meat, poultry and fish from 
cooked and fresh produce during shopping, storage 
and preparation. Don’t cross contaminate!

•	 COOK all foods to the appropriate temperature to 
kill harmful bacteria. Be sure to use a food ther-
mometer! Leftovers, soups and casseroles should be 
heated to a minimum of 165 °F before consuming.  

•	 CHILL cooked and raw foods immediately or with-
in two hours if you are not eating right away. Keep 
your refrigerator set to 40 °F or below and your 
freezer at 0 °F or below. 

In addition to following the four food safety steps, the 
best way to prevent foodborne illness is to avoid consump-
tion of risky foods like raw or undercooked meat, poultry, 
eggs or seafood; deli meat unless heated; unwashed fruits 
and vegetables; raw or unpasteurized milk; raw sprouts (like 
alfalfa); soft cheese unless it is made with pasteurized milk; 
and refrigerated leftovers older than four days. 

For more food safety information visit johnson.k-state.
edu/health-food-safety/food-safety.
Chelsea Reinberg is the nutrition, food safety and health agent at 
the Johnson County K-State Research and Extension Office. 

to your good health
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Fall lawn advice: 
Try 'Grass-cycling' 

By Brandon Hearn
Throughout Johnson County leaves will begin to fall 

as we head into autumn, and many will take to their yards 
with rakes and brown yard waste bags in hand. 

Comprising 11% of the Johnson County landfill, yard 
waste is no small matter. It’s illegal to dump leaves and 
yard waste into the storm drain and they contain nutrients 
that can still be used. However, bagging leaves and grass 
clippings takes a lot of time and cramming them into bags 
or bundling them can be difficult. 

Here are some ways you can manage your yard waste 
and help our environment, too. 
•	 Leave it all on the lawn. Not only do grass clippings 

and leaves help retain moisture, but they also return up 
to 25% of the nutri-
ents back into the 
soil. University re-
search recommends 
that you mulch your 
leaves and grass 
clippings using a 
mulching mower. 
By “grass-cycling” 
properly your lawn 
will look great, and 
you can save money 
on fertilizing. Save 
time this fall and 
recycle your lawn by 
skipping the bag and 
leaving your leaves 
on your lawn instead.  

•	 Start a backyard 
compost bin. Com-
post bins are available in many hardware stores, 
online, or you can make your own. Combine your yard 
waste, leaves, grass clippings, along with certain food 
waste, coffee grounds, eggshells and more to make us-
able compost. Contact us if you have questions about 
composting options.

•	 Bag or bundle it and leave it at the curb. Your trash 
and recycling hauler also provides yard waste col-
lection. Depending on their rules you can dispose of 
grass clippings and leaves in paper bags only or in 
a durable bin that can be labeled as containing yard 
waste. Limbs can be collected if they are cut down and 
bundled together. Check with your trash or recycling 
hauler for specific information on their requirements.
For more information, contact me at the Johnson 

County Department of Health and Environment at  
brandon.hearn@jocogov.org or 913-715-6936.

Healthy lawns advice is also available by  
the K-State Research and Extension Service at  
kansashealthyyards.org. 
Brandon Hearn is environmental health specialist at the Johnson 
County Department of Health and Environment. 
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Wanted: Helpers for students

Join us virtually for the 
Parkinson’s Community Choir!

SUPPORTED BY THE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION 

Call Clay at 913.825.9920 for information and details!

Sue Buckley is a retired 
schoolteacher who enjoys 
walking her dog Jack, kayak-
ing and making treats for her 
neighbors and friends.  

She’s also known by 
“Sue B.” From 7-8:30 each 
weekday morning. She can 
be found as a staff member of 
the Johnson County Park and 
Recreation’s Before School 
program at Heatherstone 
Elementary School in Olathe, 
where she greets the children 
with a warm smile to start 
their day.  

“The hours work out per-
fectly for me, and I like being with the 
children and my peers. We get along so 
well, and the kids really like me,” Sue 
B says.  

In the Before School program, students 
enjoy a daily morning snack, finish home-
work, play games and run off some energy 
before they start their school day. JCPRD 
staff have the unique opportunity to ensure 
that they have a positive experience, so 
they go to their classrooms ready to learn.  

Other opportunities to 
engage with youth include 
JCPRD’s After School 
programs from 3-6 p.m. 
every weekday afternoon. 
Staff provide activities, arts 
and crafts, homework help, 
snacks and much more for 
elementary school children 
in Johnson County. 

Programs are in Shaw-
nee Mission, Olathe, Gard-
ner and De Soto School 
Districts, and offer flexible 
hours, ranging from 15-30 
hours a week. Participants 
are paid staff at JCPRD. 

Schedules, including all five days or just 
a few days a week, can be accommodated. 
Evenings and weekends are always free. 

Both programs need more participants 
to serve, like Sue B, as a mentor, a teach-
er and a friend to children before or after 
school, making a difference in the lives of 
young students.

More information is available at jcprd.
com/1779/Out-of-School-Time-Jobs or 
calling 913-826-3023.

Sue B and Jack

Masquerade 
dance set
for Oct. 21
Enjoy a magical eve-

ning with Johnson County 
Park and Recreation Dis-
trict and the City of Lenexa 
at the mystical masquerade 
dance from 7 to 9 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 21, at the Lenexa 
Community Center, 13420 
Oak St.

Be ready to dress up 
in costume or a mask, and 
enjoy snacks, beverages, 
music and dancing. Prizes 
will be awarded for the 
best dressed.  

Pre-registration is re-
quired. Early bird registra-
tion fee is $15 per person 
by Oct. 2. Registrations 
received on or after Oct. 3 
are $20 per person.  

Register online at 
jcprd.com/register and 
search for activity number 
23568, or by phone by 
calling 913-831-3359.  
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We have a new location
in Overland Park

8837 Roe Avenue Prairie
Village, KS 66207

913-383-9888

5561 NW Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 64154

816-822-9888

831 NE Lakewood Boulevard
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

816-373-9888

14553 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66223

913-392-9888

Cremation, the New Tradition

Present this ad and receive

when you pre-fund your
cremation arrangements

$100 off

By Brandy Hodge
Johnson County Aging & Human 

Services Department operates 
the Catch-a-Ride program;  a 
social service program providing 
volunteer transportation to essential 
destinations. 

CaR is focused on meeting 
the transportation needs of older 
adults, people with disabilities and 
people in life transitions who have 
no other means of transportation. 
The program provides transportation 
to essential destinations such as 
medical appointments, food pantries 
and social service agencies (such as 
housing authority or Social Security 
office). 

Rides are available to Johnson 
County residents to Johnson County 
destinations with three exceptions: St. Luke’s on the Plaza, 
University of Missouri – Kansas City Dental School and 
St. Joseph’s Medical Center. 

Riders can request up to one ride a week with the 
exception of dialysis transportation. CaR is a donation-
based program with a recommended donation of $5 per one 
way trip. Services are not denied due to the inability to pay.

Transportation helps individuals remain independent 
and self-sufficient. For riders like Joan Wissbaum, CaR 
provides rides to essential dialysis appointments. 

“When I first started dialysis, I drove myself but as 
my cancer treatment changed, my legs got weaker, and I 
needed a driver,” Wissbaum said. “My daughter and social 
worker recommended Catch-a-Ride. I was impressed how 
fast they were able to get me on their schedule and I like 
that I have mostly the same drivers.”

According to Jennifer Sego, a 
renal social worker, the CaR transit 
service has been invaluable to the 
dialysis patients in Johnson County. 

“Often times, dialysis patients 
are quite surprised to learn that 
transportation to and from dialysis is 
not a covered benefit by Medicare. 
There are very limited reliable 
transportation options in the area, let 
alone affordable options,” Sego said. 
“I have several patients who say they 
don’t know how they would make 
it to dialysis without Catch-a-Ride, 
meaning Catch-a-Ride is literally a 
life saver.” 

CaR is a unique program that 
utilizes volunteer drivers who not 
only pick up the resident at their 
door but also wait for residents 

during their appointments. 
Lisa Vaughn has been a CaR volunteer since August 

2018. She currently drives for Catch-a-Ride and Home 
Delivered Meals for homebound seniors as well as volun-
teers at congregate dining sites in the department’s nutrition 
program. Vaughn provided 100 volunteer hours last year.

“I started with CaR as a way to give back. I feel I 
have had quite a bit of good fortune in my life and wanted 
to pay it forward. However, the reality is the riders are the 
ones giving back to me,” Vaughn  said. 

“Most of the individuals I have driven are kind, 
gracious, appreciative and have lived lives that are so 
interesting to hear about. Driving for CaR has truly 
enriched my life.”

Continued to page 21

Catch-a-Ride provides essential rides

CaR volunteer driver Lisa Vaughn, 
right, is shown with Joan Wissbaum.
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COZY UP
with fall 

treats and 
festive decor

H  H  H  H  H

SATURDAYS: 8 a.m.–noon

L ENEXA .COM / FARMERSMARKE T

Lenexa civic campus parking garage 
17201 W. 87th St. Pkwy., Lenexa, KS 66219

SNAP benefits accepted. Double Up Food Bucks match.

Located in Meadowbrook Park, this boutique community provides seniors with 
a worry-free retirement experience. Join us and discover an array of amenities 

that will ensure that you love the way you live!

913.325.4907
9300 Parkside Drive, Prairie Village, KS 66207

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR TODAY!

Independent Living
OPENING September 2022

Assisted Living and Memory Care
OPEN NOW! 

Located in Meadowbrook Park, this boutique community provides seniors with 
a worry-free retirement experience. Join us and discover an array of amenities 

that will ensure that you love the way you live!
Independent Living Opening Summer 2022

Assisted Living and Memory Care
NOW OPEN 

913.325.4907
9300 Parkside Drive, Prairie Village, KS 66207

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR TODAY!

Continued from page 20
As the transportation 

demand continues to 
increase in Johnson 
County so does the need 
for additional volunteer 
drivers. 

“There have been several 
times when the CaR schedule 
has been full, despite their 
best efforts to accommodate 
everyone in need. We need 
more volunteers, especially 
for dialysis patients since 
they require this life saving 
treatment so frequently,” 
Sego said. 

“I promise that my 
clientele will shower all the 
volunteers with gratitude 
and appreciation. We need 
you because this service is 
truly invaluable!”

CaR volunteers must 
be at least 25 years old, 
attend a formal orientation 
and complete criminal 
background and motor 
vehicle checks. They 
drive their personal 
vehicles, set their own 
schedule and determine the 
geographical distance they 
are willing to drive. Mileage 
reimbursement is available. 

For more information 
about CaR or becoming a 
volunteer, please call 913-
715-8900 or catcharide@
jocogov.org. 

CaR provides
essential rides,
needs drivers

RideKC in Johnson County has also expanded 
local routes and enhanced the frequency of service to 
encourage riders of all ages to take advantage of the 
county’s improved public transportation system.

The service provides public transportation through 
fixed route service to downtown Kansas City, Missouri 
and Kansas City, Kansas. RideKC in Johnson County 
operates weekday commuter services with most routes 
running during peak morning and afternoon times and 
select routes running all day. 

Fixed-route transit is currently not charging a fare 
and offers ADA accommodations for customers who use 
a mobility device.

RideKC’s Freedom on Demand also provides curb-
to-curb paratransit service for the elderly and disabled 
for a fee. By downloading the Transit app at ridekc.org/
fares/transit-app, a request for a taxi can be made with 
no advance reservation required or scheduled in advance 
for convenience.

Riders can track their ride status with a smartphone 
or tablet. 

No smartphone? No problem! Call 816-842-9070 to 
book a trip.

More information on transit services is available at 
jocogov.org/department/transit-ridekc-johnson-county 
or at ridekc.org. 

RideKC in JoCo expands routes to serve all ages
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September-October classifieds

The classified ad rate in The Best Times is $55 for the first 20 
words and $0.75 for each additional word. Advertising rates 
and advertising deadlines are subject to change without 
notice.
Payment for classified ads and business card ads must be paid 
in advance by the invoice due date prior to ad publication. 

Classified ad requests are not accepted after the third day of 
the month preceding the publication. For more information 
on the classified ad or business card ad process, contact Tim 
Phenicie.

Email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
Call: 913-715-8920

at your service

Publishing of classified 
advertising does not 
constitute agreement 

or endorsement by this 
magazine or  

Johnson County Government.

SenCom (Senior Computer Users 
Group) offers in-person classroom 
instruction, informational meetings, 
and socializing opportunities for 
seniors. The 3-hour classes on 
various computer topics for the 
remainder of the year are listed 
on our website.  Monthly general 
meetings start again in September 
with senior focused programs 
each month on many topics, 
available in-person or by video. 
Special interest group meetings 
are also available for both in-
person and video attendance. Our 
popular Lunch & Learn meetings 
are a great way to get to know 
other members. Non-members 
are welcome for all publicly 
held meetings. For schedules, 
information on how to attend a 
video conference or in-person 
class or meeting, and much more, 
browse our website at www.
kcsenior.net or call Lou at 913-
298-0575 with any questions.

CAROL’S CLUTTER-BUSTING 
SERVICES. Got clutter? Getting 
ready to move or down-size? 
I can help you. Proven client-
centered approach. Make real 
changes you can maintain. FREE 
consultation. 808-205-0866.

Cabinet Maker - Upgrade your 
kitchen and vanity with new 
shaker style doors, roll out 
shelves, hardware. Harold 913-
396-2382. 

Medicare Education - Attend a 
“free” Medicare educational zoom 
seminar designed for individuals 
becoming eligible for Medicare 
or maybe a refresher course for 
current Medicare beneficiaries. 
Learn the basics of Medicare 
and all of its options including 
Original Medicare, Medicare 
Supplements, Prescription Drug 
plans and Medicare Advantage 
Plans. Learn how to overcome 
inflation and integrate your Health 
Savings Accounts into Medicare. 
Determine which option is best 
for you. Learn when and how to 
enroll. To attend a zoom video 
conference call or text 913-908-
7631. If you do not like zoom 
calls, then text Jim for a personal 
seminar! Jim Hissong Agency, 
LLC: 913-908-7631.

Private duty nursing care.  
Will provide assistance with 
ADL’s, meals, medication and 
companionship. NE Johnson 
County. $30 per hour, 2 hour 
minimum. Kathy, LPN, 913-850-
0443.

Do you want to move and don't 
have family nearby? Helping 
you is my passion! I will manage 
as many details as you need, 
including selling your home with 
minimal upfront costs out of your 
pocket. Trusted. Experienced. 
Compassionate. Call Karen 
at 913-548-8008 or email at 
khogan@kansascityhomes.
com. Licensed realtor and NAR 
member.

Landscaping, tree trimming. 
Stucco repairs and power 
wash. Free estimates on all work. 
Contact Francisco Guillen. 913-
574-7359.

Retired and looking to 
downsize? Thinking of selling 
your home and don’t know where 
to start? Call Laura Still at 913-
323-7694 or email laurastill@
reecenichols.com. Let’s talk 
through the process! Retired 
USAF and Public School Teacher. 
ReeceNichols-College Blvd. 
Office: 913-451-4415.

Osi's Landscaping and Painting. 
15 years of experience. Quality 
work interior/exterior residential 
painting. Landscaping, cut 
grass, clean yard, mulch, power 
wash houses, decks and patios. 
We offer reasonable prices. 
References available. Call Osiel. 
913-575-0667.

B & L Quilting Longarm 
Service. Quilting E2E Quilting 
Designs. Call Linda VanDIvner:  
913-469-9522. Email: 
lbvandivner@yahoo.com.

Retired Overland Park Realtor. 
Will pay top dollar cash for your 
house. No inspections, appraisals 
or closing costs. Leave all of your 
stuff behind. Linda Mathiesen. 
913-642-5055.

Brick, Block and Stone. All work 
guaranteed. I am insured and 
have forty years’ experience. Call 
Paul. 913-302-7297 Day or 913-
321-0431 Night.

Electricians - semi-retired, 
licensed, neat and 
courteous. "We work with you, 
l isten, and advise accordingly." 
All jobs considered, from 
adding new receptacles 
and lights to upgrading 
electrical service panel. Stop 
overpaying. Raymond. 913-
671-8868.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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Senior Care Assistance.
Assist with showers, meals, 
housekeeping, errands, 
medication management and 
companionship. Fee: $80 for 3 
hours. Certified Nurse Assistant, 
deep cleaning $100-$120 and 
up for 3 hrs.No outside work 
included. Lisa. 314-229-1703.

Comfortable Cleaning Services 
For Your Home. Free Estimates, 
Experienced, Quality Work, and 
Insured. Call Blanca at 913-378-
6612.

Are you writing your life story?  
www.porchswingstories.com is 
the easiest online tool to help you 
capture and save your cherished 
memories. Another greater KC 
company!  Call 833-767-2411 for 
more information. 

LEND A HANDY HELPER, 
LLC. We do those ""little"" jobs 
that other Handymen won't 
do. Licensed, Insured. Free 
Estimates. From Lightbulbs to 
Ceiling fans, Power washing, and 
Grab bars. No Job Too Small! 
22 year Retired Military Veteran, 
Honest, Reliable, REASONABLE. 
You can make an estimate 
appointment online at website 
or call 913-713-9030. www.
lendahandyhelper.com. 

Can We Buy Your House? We 
pay cash for houses in good 
neighborhoods. We buy in as-is 
condition and you can close on 
the day of your choosing. Easy. 
Cash. NO Commission. Schedule 
a no obligation appointment. 
Daniel Bennison. 913-787-6354.

ANTIQUES WANTED: 35th 
year in business in KC / We are 
actively looking to purchase 
antique furniture, paintings, 
quilts, silver flatware, jewelry, 
old toys, postcards, watches, 
pottery, glassware, advertising 
signs, country store items 
and almost anything old or 
unusual. Free verbal appraisals. 
Call 913-677-5566 or www.
horsefeathersantiques.com.

ProLine Painting & Improve-
ments. Interior & Exterior Painting 
and Repairs * Decks * Drywall 
* Handyman * Licensed and 
Insured * Courtesy Consultations 
& Estimates, call 913-424-6346. 
Email ProLineKC@gmail.com.

HOME FURNISHINGS & 
DESIGN HELP. Paint Selection, 
Space Planning, Art & Acessory 
Placement, Blending Old & New, 
Furniture & Window Covering 
Resources, Hourly Consults, 37 
years experience, Mary, 913-304-
4440.

MEDICARE Supplements, 
Advantage Plans or Part D 
Plans - Whether you are just now 
aging into Medicare or would like 
to compare your current plan, you 
have options. Let me help you find 
the best plan. I’m a local, licensed 
and experienced Medicare 
advisor. Call Rhonda at 913-579-
3349.

AM/PM Computer & Heartland 
Macs. Personal Cyber Security 
and Protection - Get your PC and 
Mac running Better and Faster - 
Computer Help and Repairs - WiFi 
and Internet Problems - One-on-
one how to help - Call now - 913-
385-2676 - 22 Years in Business- 
10% senior discount - Security 
service plans available.

ALL CLEAN CARPETS. Family 
Owned and Operated since 1977! 
Carpets-Tile-Grout-Orientals / 
Area Rug Cleaning.  Small Carpet 
Repairs and Odor Control. We 
also Clean Upholstery. Sofa's-
Love Seats-Chairs. Mention This 
Ad and receive 10% off your first 
cleaning. ALL CLEAN CARPETS 
913-894-0301.

Larry Laney Construction 
Co. Specializing in Kitchen/
Bathroom Remodeling and Home 
Renovation, Finish Carpentry, 
Painting, Drywall and Tile. 
I'm an Honest, Hard-Working, 
Dependable and Very Skilled 
Craftsmen. Licensed and Insured 
with References. Call Larry at 
913-963-3434. See My Work At 
www.laneyremodelingkc.com.

HANDYMAN PRO, LLC - Repair, 
Remodel, Renew. Bathrooms, 
painting, decks, yard work, 
sheetrock repair, grab bars, 
ramp building. Call Tom for 
free estimate. 913-488-7320. 
Handymanprokc.com.

How do I get rid of all these 
machines & tools? If you have 
a basement or garage full of 
woodworking tools, why not let me 
price and sell them while freeing 
up some space and putting cash 
in your hands. With over 24 years’ 
experience in appraising and 
selling woodworking machinery & 
tools, I can make life easier. Call 
or email Mike at 913-375-5750, 
mbcobb5@gmail.com.

MG Home Improvement. 
Professional House Painting. 
Deck Restoration and Staining. 
Bath and Kitchen Remodeling. 
Carpentry/ Construction.   
Experienced, Quality 
Workmanship. Senior Discounts.
Call Michael. 913-486-9040.

RESIDENTIAL LIFTS. Stair 
lifts, wheelchair lifts, elevators 
and ceiling/patient lifts.  KC Lift 
& Elevator at 913-327-5557 
(formerly Silver Cross- KC). 
www.kclift.com. 

FLOORING NEEDS - ALL TYPES- 
Carpet, Wood, Vinyl, Tile- Advice 
& Guidance from an experienced 
designer & flooring crew.
Mary, 913-304-4440.

Complete Residential Services. 
Electrical, plumbing repairs, 
interior and exterior painting, 
driveway sealing and repair, 
expert textured ceiling or wall 
repair. Free estimates and 
references available. Call Rich at 
913-522-8325.

Huge sale at Lakeview Village 
WhatNotShop!  October 28 (9-4) 
& 29 (9-12). Great Christmas gift 
shopping!  9100 Park, Lenexa.

SPECIAL SALE



FOR SALE
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Now Hiring School Crossing 
Guards. Overland Park – Olathe 
– Lenexa. Immediate openings.
Rewarding part-time work. Work 
school days only. No experience 
necessary, training provided. 
Retirees welcome. For more info, 
please call Hilary with All City 
Management Services.  
913-203-8350.

3 side-by-side beautiful plots at 
Johnson County Chapel & Memori-
al Gardens. For information,
please call:  Diane. 816-985-2779.

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens of 
KC KS - 2 side-by-side plots in 
Garden of Gethsemane. Bargain 
priced at $4400 for pair. Phone/
text Bev at 913-687-8118.

Beautiful indoor double            
cremation niche + 1 open & 
close, lettering, bronze plate cov-
ering. JoCo Mem. Gardens. Anna 
for details - 913-972-2597.

Johnson County Memorial Gar-
dens. 2 plots in highly desired  
Garden of Peace, $10,790 retail, 
make offer, motivated seller.  
Stuart. 505-699-9975.

HELP WANTED

September-October classifieds

GET A FREE COPY 
OF THIS BOOK

Thinking Of Selling Your House 
& Downsizing?

Call  (855) 291-5005  today!
Home Downsizing Solutions

Don’t pay those city prices. $80. Monthly.
Fenced & Lighted 
Boat & RV Storage 
by Melvern Lake
913.208.6078 
913.620.6985

Conner’s Kamper Keeper

Movies. Mondays. 12:30 pm.  Free.  Lenexa 
Senior Center.  Please call 913-477-7100 for 
further information.
Games: Mexican Train Dominoes. Mon-
days, starts Sept. 12. 1-4 pm. $1. Meadow-
brook Park Clubhouse.
Bingo.  Tuesdays.  12:30 pm. Free.  Lenexa 
Senior Center.  To reserve lunch with John-
son County Nutrition, call 913-888-6141 24 
hrs. in advance between 9 and 10 am.
Crafts: Caring Hands Knitting Group. Tues-
days.  1-3 pm.  Free.  Roeland Park Commu-
nity Center.  Group knits and crochets hats 
for charity. Free lessons given to beginners 
interested in joining the group. 
AEA Arthritis Foundation Exercise Pro-
gram.  Tuesdays. 1-1:45 pm. $3. Spring Hill 
Civic Center.  
AEA Arthritis Foundation Exercise Pro-
gram.  Wednesdays. 10:15-11 am.  $3. New 
Century Fieldhouse.  
Silver Screen Matinee. Wednesdays. 1 pm. 
Free. Merriam Community Center.

Games: Scattergories. Wednesday. 10-11 am. 
Free. Engage in a virtual version of the quick-
paced game of Scattergories. Call 831-3359.
Games: Mah Jongg. Thursdays, starts Sept. 
8.  1-4 pm. $1.  Roeland Park Community 
Center. 
AEA Arthritis Foundation Exercise Pro-
gram.  Fridays. 10:15-11am.  $3. New Centu-
ry Fieldhouse.  
Crafts: Hobby Group.   Fridays.  1pm-3pm.  
Free.  Roeland Park Community Center.  
Bring whatever project you are working on 
and get crafty with other members of your 
community. 
1860 Living History Weekends. Saturdays. 
10 am – 4 pm. Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & 
Farm. Enjoy playing old-fashioned games, 
learning about our animals, visiting the Ma-
haffie House, watching blacksmith & cook-
stove demonstrations, and seeing seasonal 
farming activities. 

September 1
Tim Murphy Art Gallery Opening Reception. 
7-8:30 pm. Free. “Missed Moments”. Merriam 

Community Center
Chronic Disease Management.  12:30 – 3 
pm.  $5.  Lenexa Senior Center.  Learn how 
to manage your chronic disease (heart dis-
ease, arthritis, diabetes, depression, asthma, 
bronchitis, emphysema) and other physical 
and mental health conditions. 
Chair Yoga.  1-1:45 pm. Free. Temporary 
Olathe Downtown Library: 1078A W. Santa 
Fe.

September 6
Crime Prevention and Safety for Se-
niors.  10 – 11 am.  Free.  Lenexa Senior 
Center.  Come learn about the latest crime 
trends happening in our area, and what 
you can do to help prevent becoming a 
victim. Members of the Lenexa Police 
Department will give a presentation and 
answer questions. Register by calling:  
913-477-7100
Senior Self-Defense.  5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Free.  Two-hour self-defense class with 
basics of how to be more confident and to 
be able to protect yourself. Open to all levels 
– space is limited. Ages: 55+.  Register by 
calling 913-477-7100. 

For information on placing a business card ad,  contact Tim Phenicie by emailing tim.phenicie@jocogov.org or by 
calling 913-715-8920

at your service



 

National Active and Retired Federal  Employees 
Association (Chapter 1162 – Shawnee Mission) 

100 years of advocacy protecting and enhancing federal 
employee and retiree pay and benefits.  Visit NARFE.ORG. 

Or call 913-268-8526 for local chapter information. 
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September 6

Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Bring your instrument 
and jam with us, share a song or just listen. 

September 8
Autumn BINGO. 1:30-3:30 pm. $3. Drinks 
provided. Merriam Community Center. Please 
call to reserve a spot. 913-322-5550.
Lunch Bunch.  11:15 am (transportation de-
parts from Lenexa Senior Center at 10:40 am).  
Fee:  Cost of your own meal.  $5 for transpor-
tation to restaurant: “Rock Red Canyon Grill” 
(13505 Metcalf, Overland Park). Reservations 
required by calling 913-477-7134.

September 10
Grandparents Day. 10 am – 4 pm. Special 
concert by the Olathe Civic Band plus fall 
living history activities such as cookstove 
and blacksmith demonstrations, tours of the 
historic house and old-fashioned games. 

September 13
50 & Beyond Matinee - “Dogs”. 12:30 pm. 
$1 (PCC members) $2 (non-members). Pow-
ell Community Center. 
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Free. Olathe In-
dian Creek Library. Play a variety of tabletop 
games. Snacks and drinks provided.

September 14
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm. Free.  
Lenexa Senior Center.  Musical entertainment 
provided by “Michelle Hawkins”. Optional 
lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 am.  Call 
913-888-6141 between 9-10 am 24 hours in 
advance for lunch reservations.

September 16
50 & Beyond Bingo “Football!”. 1:30 pm. 
$2 (PCC members) $4 (non-members). Pow-
ell Community Center. 

September 17
Tailgate Potluck.  Noon. $1. Lenexa Senior 
Center. Indoor tailgate party with attendees 

invited to dress in their favorite team colors, 
and please bring a dish to share for 10-12 
folks. Meat provided by Lenexa Senior Center 
Site Council. Set ups and beverages provided. 
Please reserve a spot by calling 913-477-7134.
President You with Tom Williams. 2-3 pm. 
Free. Olathe Indian Creek Library. Local 
author Tom Williams presents on his book, 
President You: How a Thoughtful Ordinary 
Citizen Could Change the Most Complex 
Government on Earth. 

September 20
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 pm. 
Free.  Lenexa Senior Center. Call:  913-477-
7100 to register.
Live at the Library: The Pic and Bow. 
7-8:15 pm. Free. Live performance by 
award-winning Nashville recording guitarist 
Charles David Smart and symphony violinist, 
and ordained minister Michelle Gawith. 

September 21
At Home Workout.  10 am. Free.  Lenexa 
Senior Center. To register, please call:   
913-477-7100.

September 22 – 24
Fall Cemetery Tours. Multiple tour times each 
evening starting at 7 pm. $7. Tours take place 
at the Olathe Memorial Cemetery and give an 
opportunity to meet local historical figures to 
learn more about the story of Olathe. Please 
call 913-971-5111 to purchase tickets.

September 23 – 25
Friends of the Library Book Sale. 9/23 
9-5pm, 9/24 10 am-4 pm, 9/25 Sack Sale, 
1-4pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. All items 
priced $1 or less. 

September 24
AARP Smart Driver course. 9am-1:30pm. 
$20/AARP member. $25/Non-member. Merri-
am Community Center. Please pre-register by 
calling 913-322-5550. 

September 26
A History of the American Indian Board-
ing Schools. 7 pm. Free. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Eric Anderson, a citizen of the 
Potawatomi Nation and professor of history at 
Haskell Indian Nations University will examine 
the thinking behind the creation of federal 
schools for youth, including Haskell. 

September 27
50 & Beyond Matinee - “Poms”. 12:30 pm. 
$1 (PCC members) $2 (non-members). Pow-
ell Community Center. 
Live at the Library: Dana Cooper. 7-8:15 
pm. Free. Olathe Indian Creek Library. Live 
performance by Nashville-based songwriter 
and storyteller, Dana Cooper. 
Stretch & Restore. 11-11:45 am. Free. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. . 

September 28
How to Maximize Your Social Security.  
6:30 pm.  Free.  Lenexa Senior Center.  Call:  
913-477-7100 to register.
Hearing Checks.  9:30 - 11:30 am. Free. 
Powell Community Center. 
Acoustic Jam Session. 6-8 pm. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Bring your instrument 
and jam with us, share a song, or just listen. 
Led by Bluegrass artist Greg Blake, lead 
vocalist and guitarist for the band The Special 
Consensus.

October 4
Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Bring your instrument 
and jam with us, share a song or just listen. 

October 6
Tim Murphy Art Gallery Opening Reception. 
7-8:30 pm. Free. “Mid-America Pastel Society 
National Juried Show”. Merriam Community 
Center.

at your service

For information on placing a business card ad,  contact Tim Phenicie by emailing tim.phenicie@jocogov.org or by 
calling 913-715-8920
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BLUE VALLEY REC: Blue Valley Recreation Activity Center, 
6545 W. 151st St., Overland Park;  
913-685-6090; bluevalleyrec.org.

CENTRAL RESOURCE LIBRARY: 9875 W. 87th St., Overland 
Park; 913-826-4600 and Press 3 for all Johnson County 
Library reservations.
EXTENSION: Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe;  913-715-7000; 
johnson.ksu.edu/classes.
ARTS & HERITAGE: Arts & Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park; 913-826-2787; jocoAHC.com.
LENEXA SENIOR CENTER: 13425 Walnut St., Lenexa; 913-
477-7100.
MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP AND FARM: 1200 Kansas 
City Road, Olathe; 913-971-5111.
MATT ROSS: Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 Marty St., 
Overland Park; 913-826-2830.
MEADOWBROOK PARK CLUBHOUSE, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie 
Village; 913-826-2975.
MERRIAM COMMUNITY CENTER, 6040 Slater St., Merriam; 
913-322-5550.

MILL CREEK: Mill Creek Activity Center, 6518 Vista, 
Shawnee; 913-826-2950. 

NEW CENTURY: New Century Fieldhouse, 551 New Century 
Parkway, New Century; 913-826-2850.
OLATHE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY: 1078A W. Santa Fe, 
Olathe; 913-971-6850; to register, 913-971-6888.
OLATHE INDIAN CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY: 16100 W. 135th 
St., Olathe; 913-971-6835.
PRAIRIE VILLAGE: Prairie Village Community Center, 7720 
Mission Road, Prairie Village; 913-381-6464
ROELAND PARK: Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 
Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park; 913-826-3160.
SHAWNEE CIVIC CENTRE: 13817 Johnson Drive, Shawnee; 
913-631-5200.
SHAWNEE SAFETY CENTER: SenCom computer lab, lower 
level, 6535 Quivira Road, Shawnee; 913-631-5200.
SYLVESTER POWELL: Sylvester Powell Community Center, 
6200 Martway St., Mission; 913-722-8200.
TOMAHAWK RIDGE: Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, 
11902 Lowell Ave., Overland Park; 913-327-6645.

October calendar
October 6

Chronic Disease Management.  12:30 – 3 
p.m.  $5.  Lenexa Senior Center.  Learn how 
to manage your chronic disease (heart dis-
ease, arthritis, diabetes, depression, asthma, 
bronchitis, emphysema) and other physical 
and mental health conditions. 
Chair Yoga.  1-1:45 pm. Free. Temporary 
Olathe Downtown Library.

October 7
Documentary and Discussion: Olathe: The 
City Beautiful. 6:30-7:30 pm. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. 

October 10
Armchair Travel – Virginia Maple Syrup Farm 
and Tour Tasting. 10-11 am. Free. Virtual 
program, featuring Pam Green with Green’s Ver-
mont Maple Sugarhouse and her award-winning 
syrup. Registration required. Go to JCPRD.com/
register or call 913-831-3359. 

October 11
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Free. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Play a variety of tabletop games. 
Snacks and drinks provided.
Free State Horror Stories. 6:30 – 8 pm. Free. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. 

October 12
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm. Free.  
Lenexa Senior Center.  Musical entertainment 
provided by “Paul Raynes”.  Optional lunch for 
$3 donation at 11:30 am.  Call 913-888-6141 
between 9-10 am 24 hours in advance for lunch 
reservations.

50 & Beyond SPECIAL Bingo “Halloween!” 
1:30 pm. $3. Powell Community Center. 

October 13
Halloween BINGO. 1:30-3:30 pm. $3. Drinks 
provided. Merriam Community Center. Please 
call to reserve a spot. 913-322-5550

October 18
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 pm. Free.  
Lenexa Senior Center. Call:  913-477-7100  
to register.
Unique Eats and Eateries of KC with Matt 
Stewart. 7:00-8:15. Free. Olathe Indian Creek 
Library. Fox 4 anchor Matt Stewart presents 
his new book on the most unique, unusual and 
enjoyable food spots in KC. 

October 18 & 20
Medicare Annual Enrollment Period Work-
shop.  11 am – 7 pm.  Free.  Lenexa Senior 
Center. Workshop is for those that are currently 
on Medicare with a Medicare Prescription Drug 
or a Medicare Advantage Plan. Experts will help 
you evaluate your Medicare coverage for next 
year (2023). No appointment necessary.  For 
more information, call 913-477-7134.

October 20
Lunch Bunch. 11:15 am (transportation 
departs from Lenexa Senior Center at 10:40 
am).  Fee:  Cost of your own meal.  $5 for 
transportation to restaurant: “Martin City 
Brewery” (Lenexa). Reservations required by 
calling 913-477-7134.

October 21
Special Event – Mystical Masquerade 
Dance.  7– 9 pm.  Lenexa Community Center 

Gymnasium. $15 for pre-registrations prior to 
Oct. 3.  After Oct.3, $20.  Dancing, costume con-
test, snacks, beverages and music. Prizes  for 
best dressed to the theme of Mystical Masquer-
ade. Register through Johnson County Parks 
and Recreation by calling:  913-826-2975.
50 & Beyond Bingo “Spooky!”. 1:30 pm. $2 
(PCC members) $4 (non-members). Powell 
Community Center. 

October 25
50 & Beyond Matinee - “Mrs. Harris Goes 
to Paris”. 12:30 pm. $1 (PCC members) $2 
(non-members). Powell Community Center.
Stretch & Restore. 11-11:45 am. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. 

October 26
How to be your Guts’ Best Friend.  10 am.  
Free.  Lenexa Senior Center. Register by 
calling:  913-477-7100.
Acoustic Jam Session. 6-8 pm. Free. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Bring your instrument and 
jam with us, share a song, or just listen. 
Hearing Checks.  9:30 - 11:30 am. Free. Powell 
Community Center. 

October 29
Trick or Treat OFF the Street. 3- 6 pm. $3-$4. 
Dress in your Halloween costume and experi-
ence 1860’s living history activities.  Admission 
may include a horse-drawn hay wagon ride, 
games, crafts, and candy stations sponsored by 
organizations.  Register and pay in advance at 
mahaffie.com. 
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BLUE KC
MEDICARE 
ADVISORS
If you want a plan that’s 
right for you, go to the 
people you know, the people 
you trust, the people right 
here in Kansas City.

Give Andrea, Mike or Sheri a 
call today to see how you can 
get more for your Medicare.

Turning 65 or retiring soon? Call a Blue KC Medicare advisor to get 
step-by-step assistance navigating Medicare. 

(877) 521-4271 (TTY:711) 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week

Ask for Andrea, Mike or Sheri for personalized service!

Grab a seat at the next meeting MedicareBlueKC.com/seminars 
Meeting is free and there is no obligation to enroll.

Retiring early and need individual coverage until age 65? We can help!
Call a licensed agent at: (877) 521-4313

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City’s Blue Medicare Advantage includes both HMO and PPO plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in Blue Medicare Advantage depends on contract renewal. 
The HMO products are offered by Blue-Advantage Plus of Kansas City, Inc., and the PPO products are offered by Missouri Valley Life and Health Insurance Company, both wholly-owned subsidiaries of 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program.
Y0126_22-680_C



&ASMUSSEN 

LEARN HOW TO AVOID PROBATE 

PROTECT HEIRS 
Join attorney Corey A. Rasmussen as he discusses how sound estate planning can 

avoid probate, avoid family disputes and other crucial estate planning issues. 

THURSDAY
March 10th

...... 
Super Lawyers-

Corey A. 
Rasmussen 

Avoid Probate and Court Interference with Your Affairs 
Minimize Family Infighting 
Protect Heirs from Wasting Inheritances 
Keep Assets in Your Bloodline 
Preserve and Protect IRA's and Retirement Accounts 

THE CHOICE OF AN ATTORNEY IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION AND SHOULD NOT BE BASED SOLELY UPON ADVERTISEMENT. 

TUESDAY
September 13th

1:30 pm or 6:30 pmat
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