JOHNS . N

CO½!~IY

Airport Commission
JOHNSON COUNTY AIRPORT COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
July 20, 2022
9:00A.M.
Airport Commission Board Room
1 New Century Parkway
New Century, KS

Present:

Weisenburger, Kissinger, Lehman, Wittenborn

On Phone:

Moore, Spence

Absent:

Harris
Dunham, Hails, Johnson, Otto, Schoenhofer

Others:

Shirley Allenbrand, County Commissioner
Sean Pendley, Johnson County Planning Department
Mark Dapp, Johnson County Budget Department

Chairman Weisenburger called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.
I.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. June 22, 2022 Meeting

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MS. LEHMAN TO APPROVE THE
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 22, 2022 MEETING AS PRESENTED. APPROVED (6-0).

II.

REPORTOFTHECHAIRMAN

No report given .
Ill.

EXECUTIVESUMMARY
A. Executive Director Report

Mr. Otto stated that the Phase 2 Water Study for the New Century Commerce Center east side is
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now underway which will determine the source and timeline for Water 7's service there.
Mr. Otto presented a slideshow of photos including improvements projects completed around
the Airport's properties. Additionally, information was shared regarding the Airport Commission
and Olathe Naval Air Station anniversary celebration scheduled for October 1, 2022.
Commissioner Kissinger asked if equipment sharing was possible with other county departments
for some of these projects. Mr. Otto explained that while new projects always offer that
possibility, some equipment would require additional staffing to run and would be best suited to
a contractor team. He added that other times, the inter county coordination has occurred.
Commissioner Wittenborn asked how staff was acquiring raw materials for these projects. Mr.
Otto explained that many resurfacing projects utilize Kansas Department of Transportation
grant funds for pavement materials.
8. Deputy Director Report
In Mr. Peet's absence, Mr. Otto made himself available to answer any questions regarding the
Deputy Director Report. Commissioner Wittenborn inquired about the status of the safety gates
at both airports. Mr. Otto stated that notice was recently sent out to our airport tenants about
a start date of August l5t, 2022, where the gates would be placed in the closed position and
would require the code to open.
Mr. Otto introduced a new airport staff member, Chris Blackley as a maintenance specialist.
IV.

FINANCIALS
A. Summary of Financials

Mr. Schoenhofer made additional comments and submitted written financial documents for
June 2022 expenditures.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MS. LEHMAN TO RATIFY THE JUNE
2022 EXPENDITURES AS PRESENTED. APPROVED (6-0)

Mr. Schoenhofer presented the annual internal controls audit findings . He added that this
year's audit includes some new audit items, a defined audit period has now been created, and a
schedule for each of the items to be covered has been developed. He concluded that the results
had a couple of minor findings for process improvements, but none were financially impactful.
V.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MS. LEHMAN TO RECESS THE OPEN
MEETING AND CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:35 AM FOR A PERIOD OF TEN (10) MINUTES,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING ADVICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL AND TO PRESERVE THE
ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE FOR COMMUNICATIONS RELATED TO A POTENTIAL CLAIM AND REAL
PROPERTY INTERESTS, AND TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION IN THIS ROOM AT 9:45 AM OR AS SOON
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THEREAFTER AS THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY END. APPROVED (6-0)
RECONVENED AT 9:46 AM
VI.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. Consider a professional service agreement with Fire District #1 for services at New Centu ry
AirCenter

Mr. Otto provided some history on the agreements of the past to have Fire District #1 provide
inspection services at New Century AirCenter, as well as training for staff. He stated that this
agreement was first established in 2015 and 2016 as an annual agreement but never formally
extended. He also stated that the agreement before the commission today would allow it to be
ongoing, account for CPI changes in the service rate, and take advantage of more opportunities
for training airport staff. Mr. Otto did note that this agreement only covers New Century
AirCenter inspections and that staff is currently working with the Olathe Fire Department on a
similar agreement to cover inspections at Johnson County Executive Airport.
Commissioner Wittenborn inquired about the cost of this agreement. Mr. Otto stated that the
annual cost was currently at around $18,000.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH FIRE DISTRICT #1 OF JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS FOR
SERVICES AT NEW CENTURY AIRCENTER. APPROVED (6-0)
b.

Continuance of City of Gardner Application Z-22-02 , Rezoning from A (Agricultural) / M-1

(Restricted Industrial) Districts to C-3 (Heavy Commercial) District , approximatel y 59.8 acres: located
northeast of the intersection of Highway 56 / W 175th Street and Cedar Niles Road , Gardner, Kansas

Chairman Weisenburger stated that the public hearing was still open from the last meeting.
Mr. Pendley presented the updated staff report from the Johnson County Planning Department.
He re-emphasized that the request is to approve a rezoning of the subject property from
Agricultural/Restricted Industrial to Heavy Commercial. The application still does not include a
prelim inary development plan because the applicant desires a decision on zoning prior to
committing to the cost of a development plan. Mr. Pendley stated that the Airport Commission
had requested a letter in writing from the applicant stating their agreement with the future
processes and stipulations as proposed. That letter is included in the updated staff report
packet and states the applicant's agreement with the future processes as proposed. However,
the letter does lay out objections to the prohibition of improvements within the RPZ because
that may provide to be the best commercially viable option for access to the site. Mr. Pendley
clarified that a change was made to stipulation #4 addressing the same stating that this rezoning
request is not for property located within the RPZ and approval of such rezoning should not be
construed as approving anything within the RPZ. Planning staff also added language to
stipulation #1 which states that future roadway access will be addressed and evaluated with the
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development plans and will not conflict with the safety and operation of the airport. Planning
staff recommends approval with revised stipulations as presented.
Commissioner Kissinger voiced his support of the revised stipulations.
Dave Knapick, City of Gardner, made himself available for questions. He also re-emphasized the
importance of the stipulations that the city had included in their approval of this rezoning
application.
Andrew Spitsnogle, legal representation for the landowners and developer, made himself
available for questions. He added that his party wanted to be clear about their intentions. He
referenced a document provided by his party in the letter which provides the landowner access
rights to US 56 Highway. He stated that his party intended to work through their access options
along with the traffic study phase. He continued that his party believes that they do need an
access point to US 56 Highway. His party believes that access through the RPZ is a viable option
but they will work through that process. His party believes without US 56 Highway access, the
property is rendered economically valueless.
Chairman Weisenburger inquired if planning staff agreed that the property is landlocked
without access through the RPZ. Mr. Pendley responded that there is a possibility to extend to
Clare Road to the east but it would require additional property acquisition. Mr. Spitsnogle
stated that the applicant would need to buy additional property so the property is considered
landlocked without that.
Commissioner Kissinger asked whether the applicant agrees that action today would only be
regarding the rezoning of the property and it is too premature to deal with access options
without any development plans. Mr. Spitsnogle agreed in the affirmative and acknowledged
that his statements today were made to ensure full disclosure.
Commissioner Moore added that his previous comments in the last meeting about stipulation
#4 were only asking for additional clarification of the language and he agrees that the staff
changes proposed today have done that.
Ms. Dunham noted that the proposed motion in the staff report from today does not clarify the
revised stipulations so the motion would need to include the July Staff Report.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. KISSINGER AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO RECOMMEND
APPROVAL OF CITY OF GARDNER APPLICATION NO. Z-22-02, REZONING FROM A (AGRICULTURAL)/ M
l (RESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL) DISTRICTS TO C-3 (HEAVY COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT, LOCATED NORTHEAST
OF HIGHWAY 56 / W 175TH STREET AND CEDAR NILES ROAD, GARDNER KANSAS, FOR THE REASONS
AND SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS AS REVISED RECOMMENDED IN THE JULY 13, 2022 STAFF REPORT.
APPROVED (6-0)
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Mr. Pendley announced that the application is scheduled to be presented to the Board of
County Commissioners at their regularly scheduled meeting on August 18, 2022 at 9:30 am in
the Johnson County Administrative Building, 111 S Cherry St, Olathe, KS.

c.

Southwest Johnson County EDC President's Report
Mr. Martinette presented the Southwest Johnson County EDC President's Report.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
No public comments were heard.

VII. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, at 10:18 am the meeting was adjourned .

CHAIRMAN WEISENBURGER ADJOURNED.
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John Wittenborn, Secretary
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