
  
 

 
 

 
 

     

   

 

    
   

 

   

  
      

    
   

 
   

 

 

  
    

  
    

     
       

     
 

     
  

     

Johnson County Public Art Commission 
Central Resource Library 

9875 W 87th St 
Overland Park, KS  66212 

Conference Room 20 
April 21, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER called to order by Larry Meeker at 5:04 PM 

2. ROLL CALL was taken by Cathy Luckey 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Larry Meeker Christopher Leitch Gregory Mains 
Bess Wallerstein Emily Vietti Valerie Kaster 

ABSENT: 

Mary Tearney Stacey Knoell Jeff Serven 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

none 

4. APPROVAL MEETING MINUTES FOR January 20, 2022 
Action: Christopher Leitch moved to approve the minutes from the January 20th meeting. 
Bess Wallerstein seconded.  All present approved. 

5. REPORT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION ACTIONS 

a. Board Meeting on April 7, 2022, Chairman Eilert reappointed Mary Tearney till March 24, 
2022, and Commissioner Hanzlick appointed Emily Vietti, Fourth District April 7, 2022, to 
December 31, 2023 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Valerie Kaster has been appointed as the Facilities Designee with the resignation of Brad 

Reinhardt from the County. 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Antioch Replacement Schematic Design Update Presentation Update on Antioch Library 

Public Art Project 
Juan Lopez Tamez, FAC-Project Manager, presented to the Public Art Commission 
(PAC) with the Schematic Design for the Antioch Library located on the Meriam 
Community Center campus. The new design is a 15,000 sqf building, the main changes 
are the placement of the entry was shifted to work as wayfinding, and the green roof is 
added due to community input.  Shou Sugi Ban siding has been preliminary selected for 
aesthetic and durability reasons; the product will last for 60 to 90 years with little to no 
maintenance. 

b. Summary of the selection process for the Public Art on Antioch Replacement Library 
Juan Lopez-Tamez, FAC-Project Manager, presented the PAC with the Artist Selection 
Panels (ASP) selection for the Antioch Library. The process began in 2021 and only had 
10 (ten) responses even when historically JCL received 6 (six) in average. It was 
requested to create a second call. The call was then published with Café, a national art 



      
    

    
  

  

        
   

    
 

   
    

  
  

   
 

  
   

      
      

       
     

      
  

   
  

  
 

   
 

      
  

  
  

          
       

    
   

   
 

  
   

 
  
  

     
 

commissioning invitation platform.  The ASP short listed twenty (20) of the over one-
hundred seventy (170+/-) submissions and then narrowed these down to four (4) finalists 
for further review and interview. 

Juan presented a brief summary of the Artist’s CV and portfolio before each Art proposal. 
Sage Vaughn, from LA, California took excursions into landscape to discover inspiration 
then use sketches for a large-scale metal sculptures. He creates line drawings of local, 
overlooked flowers. He and his team then magnify these to 8’ - 20’ tall, ½” thick 
aluminum cut outs that are powder coated and strategically placed on site.  Sage 
identified six (6) flowers that he has proposed locating on the sides of the building, some 
growing from the ground, others from the roof, with most extending past the roof line, to 
be visible from multiple perspectives. “like drawings floating in the sky” 
Emily Alvarez, a KCMO artist, proposed murals inside of the library using vibrant colors 
that reflects safety, welcoming and inclusion associated with the graphics consisting of a 
general theme of trees, roots, and community.  It would have raised plexiglass panels, 
featuring people and plants that visually, and literally, bring the art off the wall and into 
the space. 
It was remarked by Juan, that Emily crossed all the boxes expected for the artist of the 
second commission, related to DEI and as young and emerged artist. 
The ASP are in support of the way the mural’s painted vegetative roots tie in with Sage’s 
figurative line-drawn flora sprouting from the building’s foundation and roof. They feel it 
is a metaphoric representation of Johnson County’s library system of service, supporting 
the individual and collective community knowledge, development, and growth. The ASP 
also found the pieces to compliment the architectural form and design of the new facility, 
as well as, working in tandem with the new living, green roof that will be installed. 
Both proposals were well received by ASP, so it was decided to split the budget (85%) to 
Sage Vaughn, and the remaining fifteen (15%) to Emily Alvarez, as was approved by the 
PAC in the previous PAC meeting. 
Juan mentioned how the ASP saw the potential of the opportunity for Emily to be 

mentored by Sage and together create a more cohesive design. 
c. Subcommittee report out on the review of PAC Operational Guidelines regarding ASP 

dividing the 1 percent art allocation 
Yes, we can split the award, there is precedent.  PAC discussed the smaller amount of 
the split to question how much or little the 2nd award could be.  

d. ASP recommendation to the PAC to Award Public Art for the Antioch Replacement 
Library 
There was much debate from each of the present PAC members measuring the pros 
and cons of each of the ASP’s submissions. There were many concerns regarding 
visibility of Sage’s pieces.  There were also concerns about the size, scope, proposed 
budget, and required maintenance needs, of Emily’s work. Chairman spoke to the 
PAC’s responsibility to the County’s Art Collection as it is a different perspective than the 
ASP’s responsibilities. 

Juan mentioned these proposals are conceptual and asked if the PAC see potential for an 
opportunity to work together with the final design, location and scope of work. Members 
of the PAC did not show interest on this idea, saying the proposals should already make 
the impact to be accepted. 
Action: 
Greg Mains made motion to disapprove the work proposed by Sage Vaughn.  
Christopher Leitch seconded the motion.  Vote was three to two (3 – 2) to Disapprove 
the Art by Sage Vaughn. 



  
    

 
     

     
    

 
 

 
   

 
  

 

Emily Vietti made motion to disapprove the Art proposed by Emily Alvarez.  Bess 
Wallerstein seconded the motion.  Vote was four to one (4 – 1) to Disapprove the Art by 
Emily Alvarez. 
Christopher Leitch made a motion to have the ASP reconsider the other two (2) of the 
top four (4) Artist.  Bess Wallerstein seconded the motion.  Vote was five to zero (5 – 0) 
to ask the ASP to reconsider the other two (2) of the top four (4) artist proposals. 
Valerie Kaster made motion to have a non-bias facilitator to direct the conversation with 
the ASP when reconsidering the top 4 proposals. 

Remaining items on the agenda regarding an update on the ‘Art Conservation and 
Maintenance Program’ were postponed, as time is late, and the library is closing. 

8. ADJOURN 
Larry Meeker adjourned the meeting at 7:41pm 


