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Celebrating the completion 
of Johnson County 

Government’s  
largest-ever project
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For another year, Johnson County 
received high marks in our 2022 
Community Survey. We appreciate 
the support and the participation in 
this important tool that ensures we 
are meeting your objectives and 
priorities. When we see the high 
satisfaction marks for our programs 
and services, even during times 
of pandemic, it reinforces that 
together, we are making Johnson 
County a place where people want 
to live, work and raise a family. 
Learn more about the 2022 survey 
results on page 6.

As you will see in this issue, we all 
have a lot to celebrate! We recently 
cut the ribbon to recognize the 
completion of the Tomahawk Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 
expansion – not only completed on 
time and on budget but a project 
that will save the county millions 
of dollars annually (page 8.) 
Johnson County is also celebrating 
our county achieving LEED gold 
certification (page 4), national 
accreditation for the Johnson 
County Museum (page 5) and a 
milestone anniversary for Johnson 
County Mental Health Center  
(page 21).

Those who like warm weather 
may be celebrating the arrival of 
summer. In this issue you will 
find a full calendar of summer 
fun, including the Garmin KC Air 
Show returning to New Century 
AirCenter (along with the U.S. Air 
Force Thunderbirds) over Labor 
Day weekend. Get a peek behind 
the curtain at Theatre in the Park 
(page 16), check out the summer 
of fun planned at Johnson County 
Library (page 17) and for those 

with a green thumb, tour some 
of the community gardens in  
our community (page 20 and  
back cover.)

While there is summer fun to be 
had, there is also work to be done.
Johnson County Government will 
spend a large part of the summer 
discussing the 2023 budget. You 
can learn what is in the proposed 
budget on page 7. 

In addition to the budget, which is 
the county’s most important policy 
decision each year, the Board of 
County Commissioners, Planning 
Commission, staff and public 
continue to work on the issue of 
regulating large-scale solar farms 
in our county’s unincorporated area. 
Learn more about this topic on 
page 19.

Finally, in August, we will hold a 
primary election, and then before 
we know it, a general election in 
November. The Johnson County 
Election Office needs election 
workers to help them execute 
another successful election year. 
Learn more about being an election 
worker on page 23.

We wish you a wonderful summer!

On the cover: Johnson County Wastewater staff and partners celebrate  
the completion of the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Facility expansion.  
Learn about the project and the ribbon cutting beginning on page 8.  
Photo credit: Image courtesy of HDR in coordination with Let it Fly Media

JoCo Magazine, a publication 
produced by Johnson County 
Government, is mailed to each 
residence and business in Johnson 
County, Kansas, four times per year. 

Mission: JoCo Magazine is dedicated 
to publishing stories that inform 
residents about county services and 
finances, as well as issues that may 
impact their quality of life. 

Publishing of advertisements does not 
constitute agreement or endorsement 
by this publication or Johnson County 
Government. 

Please submit questions or comments 
about the magazine by calling  
913-715-0725 or emailing
communications@jocogov.org.

You can also reach Jody Hanson, 
director of Public Affairs and 
Communication, at 913-715-0730 or 
jody.hanson@jocogov.org.

Editor: Jody Hanson 

Content contributors: 

For information about advertising 
opportunities, please contact 
Tim Phenicie at 913-715-8920 or 
tim.phenicie@jocogov.org.

JoCo Magazine: 
111 S. Cherry St., Suite 3300 
Olathe, KS  66061 
913-715-0725 | jocogov.org/jocomag
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On Tuesday, March 29, Chairman Ed Eilert delivered his 12th and final 
State of the County Address. Earlier this year, Chairman Eilert announced 
he would not be seeking reelection after 44 years of public service. 
The event took place at the Overland Park Convention Center. It was 
sponsored by the Johnson County Public Policy Council and hosted by 
the Northeast Johnson County Chamber of Commerce. In his speech, 
with the theme “Stronger Together” Chairman Eilert highlighted several 
2021 accomplishments and collaborations, including supporting those 
in vulnerable populations, advancements at our two airports and the 
pandemic response. Learn more at jocogov.org/stateofthecounty.

2011 2022
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Aging and Human Services Director
Meet Tim Wholf. He’s Johnson County’s new Director  
of Aging and Human Services. He spent most of his career 
with the State of Missouri where he worked in public safety 
and human services, including holding several leadership 
positions, for more than 30 years.

“Tim’s strong leadership skills combined with a passion  
for public service and working with vulnerable populations 
made him the ideal candidate for this position,” said 
Assistant County Manager Joe Connor.

Wholf’s accomplishments include receiving the Governor’s Award  
for Excellence for Leadership in 2010. 

Tim received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and sociology with a minor  
in counseling from Southwest Baptist University. He earned a master’s  
in management from Baker University.

Cedar Niles Park  
Ribbon Cutting 
Johnson County Park and Recreation 
District officially dedicated its newest 
park with a ribbon cutting April 9, 2022. 
Cedar Niles Park opened to the public 
in January. The more than a thousand-
acre park sits just west of K-7 in Olathe 
and sprawls from about 119th Street 
to just past 135th Street. Cedar Niles 
Park is a natural beauty in the heart of 
Johnson County. There you’ll find multi-
use paved trails and single-track trails 
for hiking and biking, a playground and 
shelter among other things. The project 
cost approximately $5.6 million. 

LEED Gold Certified
Johnson County, Kansas is LEED  
Gold Certified. LEED enables Johnson 
County to measure and track 
outcomes and are evaluated against 
key metrics including energy, water, 
waste, transportation, education, 
health, safety, prosperity and 
equitability. Johnson County is just 
the 25th local government in the 
world to achieve this latest version  
of community certification. 

“We are proud of the work we are 
doing here in Johnson County and 
proud of our accomplishment 
of LEED Gold Certification,” 
said Ed Eilert, chairman of the 
Johnson County Board of County 
Commissioners.

LEED or Leadership in Energy  
and Environmental Design was 
created by the U.S. Green Building 
Council (USGBC).

“When it comes to being a place to live, raise 
children, work and retire, Johnson County  
is head and shoulders above the national  
and other large community averages,”  

—   Chris Tatham, president and chief executive officer  
at ETC Institute of Olathe

Check out page 6 for results of the 2022 Community Survey.

A glimpse into what’s going on  
in Johnson County Government



The Johnson County Department of Health and Environment added a new 
type of public health worker during the pandemic: Community Health 
Workers. These frontline staffers are trusted members of the community 
whose experiences give them a deep understanding of challenges their clients 
face. Because CHWs share ethnicity, language and life experiences with 
the people they serve, they are equipped to bring information directly to 
residents, in comfortable spaces where they live, eat, play, work and worship.

“My parents immigrated from Mexico, and language has always been  
huge barrier for my family,” said Jocelyn Hernandez, a CHW. “Visits to  
the dentist, doctors, and schools proved difficult if translators were 
unavailable. I became a community health worker to be a voice for those 
who can’t speak for themselves.”

In the year JCDHE has employed CHWs, the team has connected over 
500 individual clients with resources for food, rent and utility assistance, 
helped them navigate applications for health care coverage and medical/
dental appointments, and even dropped diapers, food, toilet paper and 
other necessities at the homes of people in quarantine or isolation or who 
lack transportation to a food pantry. Additionally, they conducted over 100 
community outreach events, including appearing on Spanish-language radio 
and at community events to educate residents about COVID-19. In 2022, 
the team has already distributed over 13,000 free rapid antigen tests to 30+ 
locations such as food banks, libraries and community centers. 

The Community Health Worker model is new to Johnson County, but their 
impact has been widely studied. Research shows these bridge builders 
improve health outcomes in the communities they serve by:

•  reducing the “gray area” people must navigate to effectively  
use health insurance coverage and other public resources;

• building trust in physicians and other caregivers;
• improving access to routine primary care and preventative screenings;
• reducing their need for emergency and specialty care. 

Learn more about CHWs by emailing DHE-CHWS@jocogov.org, texting 
913-228-9830 or calling 913-477-8114. Hablamos Español. 

National Accreditation  
for the Johnson  
County Museum 
The Johnson County Museum recently 
celebrated a special honor: its first-
ever national accreditation from the 
American Alliance of Museums. This 
is the highest recognition museums 
can earn, with only 3% of museums 
nationwide earning accreditation.

The Johnson County Museum, located 
inside the Johnson County Arts & 
Heritage Center is one of 11 accredited 
museums in Kansas and one of fewer 
than 30 county museums in the country 
with national accreditation. It signifies 
quality and credibility and brings 
national recognition to the museum 
for our commitment to excellence, 
accountability, high professional 
standards and continued institutional 
improvement. The accomplishment 
comes as the museum celebrates its 
55th year. 

“We started the accreditation process 
more than three years ago,” said Mary 
McMurray, the museum’s director. “I’m 
so proud of the resilience, perseverance 
and dedication of the team that made 
this huge honor possible.”

The museum is founded on the strength 
of its volunteers, as it started with 
community volunteers dedicating their 
time to collecting, preserving and sharing 
the history of Johnson County. In 1986, 
the museum became a part of Johnson 
County Government and hired its first 
professionally trained staff. 

The Johnson County Museum features 
more than one million photographs, 
20,000 artifacts, a children’s experience 
called KidScape and more. The museum 
offers a variety of exhibitions and 
programs, including rotating special 
exhibitions. The current special 
exhibition, REDLINED: Cities, Suburbs 
and Segregation, explores the history  
of disinvestment of area neighborhoods 
often based on race. It runs through 
January 7, 2023. (Learn more about that 
exhibit on page 14.)

The museum is open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Meet your Community  
Health Workers
BY ASHLEY FOLLETT

Get the latest on COVID-19 vaccination and testing…including 
new free at-home test kits…at jocogov.org/coronavirus

Summer 2022 jocogov.org  5

Left to right: Community Health Workers Estella Fondzeka, 
Jerome Staab, Sara Guillermo and Jocelyn Hernandez
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For another year, residents give Johnson County 
Government rave reviews

Johnson County exceeds national 
averages when it comes to perceived 
quality of life, with residents 
continuing to show overwhelming 
satisfaction in the 2022 community 
survey. The survey measures residents’ 
perceptions with life and services in 
the county, as well as their opinions  
on programs and services most 
important top them.

Ninety-three percent of respondents 
were satisfied with their overall quality 
of life, and 92% were satisfied with the 
county’s overall image. Ninety-eight 
percent of respondents were satisfied or 
highly satisfied with Johnson County 
as a place to live.

“The feedback we received from our 
residents through this survey is very 
important,” said Ed Eilert, chairman  
of the Board of County Commissioners. 

“We strive to make Johnson County a 
community where people want to live, 
work, and raise their family, while 
enjoying the benefits of  
county services.”

Office during recent elections. Ninety-
one percent of respondents felt polling 
places were conveniently located and 
accessible, and 79% felt there were 
enough advanced voting locations.

Residents also shared their input on 
areas they find important and want the 
county to prioritize in the coming years. 
The services of highest importance 
included Johnson County Emergency 
Medical/Ambulance Service, Johnson 
County Public Health and the Johnson 
County Election Office.

Residents felt the county should 
allocate additional resources toward 
mental health services (54%), aging 
services (45%) and addressing 
homelessness (40%).

A total of 1,649 households completed 
the survey, resulting in a 95% 
confidence level in the survey  
findings. More information is  
available at jocogov.org/ 
2022communitysurvey. 

BY TIM DODDERIDGE AND KELLI TAYLOR

Residents generally felt very safe in 
Johnson County, with feelings of safety 
similarly exceeding national averages. 
Overall, 94% of respondents said they 
felt safe in the county. More than 90% 
of respondents said they also felt safe 
in neighborhoods and county parks.

Twenty-four Johnson County 
Government services were included  
in the survey and the highest 
satisfaction ratings went to:

•  Johnson County Park & 
Recreation District (90%)

•  Johnson County Library  
System (88%)

•  Johnson County Emergency 
Preparedness/NotifyJoCo (83%)

•  Johnson County Emergency 
Medical/Ambulance  
Service (82%)

•  Johnson County Election  
Office (76%)

Residents were satisfied with the 
delivery of services in the county, 
especially services from the Election 



rating, sets aside funds for the potential worst case revenue 
loss regarding the “Dark Store Theory” cases, and allows  
us to continue to provide our programs and services,”  
said Postoak Ferguson.

New estimated tax notice to hit  
mailboxes in August
Johnson County Government wants to provide you with a 
heads up on information Johnson County residents can expect 
to receive in the mail in early August. Please note this will 
not be a bill and does not include information on special 
assessments that may be charged.

As a Johnson County resident, your property is included in 
a number of taxing subdivisions. Examples include the state, 
county, city, fire district, library and Park and Recreation 
district, among others. If a taxing subdivision plans to use 

more property tax revenue in the next budget year compared 
to the current year, they would be exceeding the revenue-
neutral rate. Recent changes in state law require the county 
to mail an estimated tax notice on behalf of a subdivision 
that plans to exceed the revenue-neutral rate. The notice 
also serves as notification for a public hearing required to 
take place by a subdivision that plans to exceed the revenue-
neutral rate.

In early August, Johnson County Government will mail  
all Johnson county residents a single estimated tax notice on 
behalf of your taxing subdivisions. The form will include data 
on specific property values and taxes as well as dates, times 
and locations of upcoming public hearings. You can learn 
more about this topic and see a template of the estimated  
tax notice at jocogov.org/EstimatedTaxNotice. 

County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson presented her 
proposed Fiscal Year 2023 budget to the Board of County 
Commissioners on May 12.

The proposed budget includes a full mill rollback (0.82 
mills for the county taxing district, 0.10 mills for Johnson 
County Library and 0.08 mills for Johnson County Park and 
Recreation District). If approved, this would be Johnson 
County’s fifth mill levy reduction in six years.

The county manager addressed two priority challenges  
in the proposed FY 2023 budget.

“While we always have the budgetary goal of aligning our 
resources with the priorities of the Board and the community, 
this year we must address our workforce market pressures 
along with our community’s property tax pressures,”  
said County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson.

Along with the nation and the region, in a time  
of extremely low unemployment, Johnson  
County Government is experiencing higher- 
than-typical employee turnover and several 
years of projected increases in retirements.  
The proposed FY 2023 budget increases pay  
and benefits appropriately to help retain and 
recruit the talented workforce needed to provide 
services to our community.

Additionally, Johnson County’s housing market 
trends have led to a 10% growth in assessed 
valuation. The proposed full mill reduction would 
help address the pressure on Johnson County 
property owners.

FY 2023 Budget by the numbers
•  $1.64 billion: $1.15 billion in expenditures  

and $488.1 million in reserves.
•  $484.6 million in the County Taxing District 

Expenditure Budget
•  4,173.74 Full Time Equivalent positions, a net increase 

of 37.26 FTEs from the FY 2022 budget.
•  $4.5 million in ongoing additional resources and 

approximately $38.7 million in one-time expenses  
to address increased demands, inflationary pressures 
and one-time needs. 

“The proposed budget helps address workforce pressures, 
fulfills a portion of the Requests for Additional Resources 
which align with the BOCC priorities and the feedback we 
received in the 2022 Community Survey, funds the 2023 
capital improvement projects, keeps an adequate reserve that 
contributes to us maintaining the coveted Triple AAA bond 
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Learning about the proposed 2023 budget  
and a new estimated tax notice
BY JODY HANSON

1.2% 2.4% 2.5% 2.6% 3.1% 15.4% 16.7% 56.1%

State Special 
districts

Park and 
Recreation

Library Special  
assessments 

County 
general 

fund

Cities and 
townships

Schools

2022 budget property tax breakdown
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Celebrating the completion of Johnson 
County Government’s largest-ever project

Rebuilding Johnson County’s 
Tomahawk Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Facility took four years, 
nine miles of underground utilities, 
50,000 cubic yards of concrete and 
nearly 800 drilled shafts. (Picture six 
and a half Empire State Buildings 
stacked on top of each other.)

Yet, for Johnson County Wastewater 
General Manager Susan Pekarek, the 
project’s most impressive data point 
is invisible.

“For the users at home, the transition 
was seamless,” Pekarek said. “When 
they wash their dishes or flush their 
toilet, nobody thinks about it.”

Residents may not have noticed  
the transition, but the long-term 
effects of the new facility will impact 
them – and future generations – for 
years to come.

Getting to that point, though, was 
a long, arduous process that began 
with planning in 2014 and ended 
last month with a ribbon cutting. All 
told, the project involved hundreds 
of people and countless hours from 
JCW staff as well as partners from 

engineering 
firms Black 
& Veatch 
and HDR, 
construction 
lead 
McCarthy 
Building 
Companies, 
and Shockey 
Consulting, 
which 
oversaw 
community 
engagement.

“Making 
this type of 
investment 

in the infrastructure of Johnson 
County is crucial, and the project 
was a success due to the talent and 
expertise of everyone involved,” said 
Chairman Ed Eilert, Johnson County 
Board of County Commissioners.

At the Tomahawk ribbon cutting 
ceremony, more than 170 people 
gathered to mark completion of the 
county’s largest capital project to 
date – and to celebrate the project’s 
many achievements. Chief among 
them are ratepayer savings and 
improved water quality. In fact, the 
technology used at Tomahawk will 
reap environmental benefits that will 
positively impact Indian Creek, as 
well as the downstream waters of 
the Missouri and 
Mississippi rivers, 
all the way to the 
Gulf of Mexico.

“The creativity 
and collaboration 
that went into 
this project is 
incredible,” said 
County Manager 
Penny Postoak 

Ferguson. “The project achieved all 
goals, including utilizing the most 
cost-effective solution and improving 
water quality.”

From the 1950s  
to the Future
The Tomahawk Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, located  
at 10701 Lee Blvd., is one of  
six treatment sites owned and 
operated by the county. Johnson 
County Wastewater’s assets and 
infrastructure are worth more  
than $3 billion and, as systems have 
aged, JCW engineers and technicians 
have focused on maintaining, 
repairing and rehabilitating the 
County’s 2,300 miles of sanitary 
sewers and 31 pump stations. 

But the Tomahawk facility was 
built in 1955 and now serves about 
150,000 residents from parts of 
Leawood, Overland Park, Olathe and 
Prairie Village, a significantly larger 
population than the facility was built 
to manage.

In the 1980s, JCW implemented a 
workaround to keep up with demand 
by diverting part of Tomahawk’s 
daily flow to Kansas City, Missouri, 
for treatment. By the 2010s, nearly 
60 percent of Tomahawk’s incoming 
flow was being sent to KCMO for 
treatment – and at two to three 
times the cost to treat it locally. 

BY NANCY MAYS
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Plus, Kansas City is facing 
significant improvements 
to its infrastructure which 
would have increased costs 
even more.

In addition, the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment had 
strengthened limits on the amount of 
ammonia, nitrogen, and phosphorus 
that could be discharged.

“It was time for us to do something 
about the issue,” said Tami Lorenzen, 
JCW Assistant Chief Engineer - 
Integrated Planning. “There were so 
many issues impacting Tomahawk.”

The JCW team first started exploring 
ways to transform the 1950s-era 
wastewater plant into a modern 
treatment facility over a decade 
ago, said Pekarek. Along with Chief 
Engineer Aaron Witt, they evaluated 
three options: continue to divert flow 
to KCMO, build a different treatment 
facility or rebuild Tomahawk.

In the end, they determined that 
building an expanded facility with 
capacity to treat all of the area’s 
wastewater was a lower cost, longer-
term solution than continuing to 
treat only a portion of the flow. It’s 
projected to save ratepayers $785 
million over 35 years when compared 
to other alternatives. What’s more, 
JCW will have greater control over 
managing the cost of treatment and, 
by extension, the sewer rates charged 
to customers.

“This was the best solution on every 
front,” Lorenzen said. “Cost, water 
quality and the long-term health of 
our community.”

From the facility plan through design 
to construction, the project cost $334 
million and will save JCW customers 

$16 million a year. What’s more, it 
will treat up to 19 million gallons of 
wastewater a day, while the previous 
capacity was 7 MGD. JCW is funded 
by ratepayers, not tax revenue.

“The collaboration of JCW staff,  
our design engineers Black & 
Veatch and HDR, and our contractor 
McCarthy Building Companies was 
critical to the success of this complex 
project,” said Aaron Witt, Chief 
Engineer at JCW.

Creativity at Work
As the teams of engineers mapped out 
an improved wastewater facility, they 
took advantage of new but proven 
technologies that improved water 
quality while saving money.

Among them:
•  Biological Nutrient Removal. 

BNR uses bacteria to break 
down and reduce the biological 
components of wastewater, 
namely ammonia, nitrogen, and 
phosphorus, before they’re 
discharged into surface or 
groundwater.  Nutrient compounds 
like nitrogen and phosphorus can 
act like a fertilizer, causing algae 
breakouts, which can kill fish.

“The previous facility had 
more basic treatment 
technology from the 1960s,” 
said Lorenzen. “With this 
new technology we’ll have 
much better water quality 
for aquatic life.”

•  Disk filtration system. Modern 
wastewater treatment facilities are 
designed to carry both wastewater 

and stormwater, but, unlike 
other area facilities, the previous 
Tomahawk system did not.  
When stormwater gets into  
the wastewater system, called 
peak flow, it’s difficult and 
expensive to treat. The Tomahawk 
team looked at building additional 
storage facilities to manage peak 
flow, but the price tag was steep – 
$250 million.

Instead, the team worked with  
state regulators to negotiate the  
use of disk filters, a new 
technology for JCW.

“The filters allow us to 
reduce phosphorus and 
polish the water daily, but 
they’re also used to treat 
wet weather flows up to 172 
million gallons a day when 
we get extreme rainfall 
events,” said Witt. “Utilizing 
this technology allowed us 
to save $200 million over 
an alternative to store the 
wet weather flows in large 
underground tanks.”

Overcoming challenges
Not only did the teams manage the 
county’s largest infrastructure project 
to date – the facility has a 30 percent 
larger footprint than the old one – 
they did so under extreme conditions.

“I can’t say enough about the teams 
that worked on this project,”  
said Lorenzen. “The collaboration 
was incredible.”

They worked through the wettest year 
on record in the Kansas City region, 

Infographics courtesy 
McCarthy Building 

Companies, Inc.

continued on page 11 >>
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Where fun 
takes flight

Welcome to the ultimate 
indoor adventure park! 
With attractions that cater to any 
level of adventurer, there’s something 
fun for everyone.

Lenexa
8554 Maurer Rd 
Lenexa, KS 66219      
913-359-5800

Overland Park
14401 Metcalf Ave 
Overland Park, KS 66223
913-298-0626
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$25 off
Birthday Party

Excludes Basic birthday party package. 
May not be combined with any other offer, 
promotion, discount or membership benefit, 
and not valid on previously booked birthday 
parties. Height restrictions may apply. Offer 
must be mentioned at time of booking. When 
booking online, book for the desired package 
level and enter the promo code: JOCOMag. 
Discount will be manually applied to the invoice 
adjusting the final balance due the day of the 
event. Offer valid only at Urban Air Lenexa or 
Overland Park.

navigating more than 64 inches of rain from Oct. 2018 
to Oct. 2019. Because the site was almost entirely 
in the 100-year flood plain, the wet weather made 
construction much more complicated.

The site was raised using fill from the site, plus  
some additional material. An overflow channel  
was constructed to serve as a relief point for Indian 
Creek floodwaters.

On top of that, they had to battle the pandemic. 
Crews worked through COVID-19, navigating  
the shifting guidelines, eventually completing  
the project on time and on budget.

“Watching the facility go through startup and operate 
for months now, I am particularly proud of the 
operations staff that continues to work 24 hours  
a day, seven days a week through storms and heat  
to provide a vital health and environmental service 
for our community,” said Alex Szerwinski, JCW’s 
Managing Engineer, Existing Infrastructure – 
Treatment & Pumping.

While JCW staff have moved on to the next 
infrastructure improvement project – Nelson  
WWTF, its oldest facility – the Tomahawk project  
will remain a professional highlight for many involved 
in the project.

For Lorenzen, this project was a “once-in-a- 
career project.”

“This was such an important project 
and I felt lucky to be able to work on it,” 
said Lorenzen.

“Not just the magnitude – our largest project – but also 
because of the positive benefits that we were able, 
as a team, to realize for customers and residents of 
Johnson County.”

To meet three of the employees who worked on this 
project, we invite you to turn to page 22 for Three 
Questions for Employees. To learn more about the 
project, please visit www.JCWTomahawk.com. 

>> continued from page 9
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Mark your calendar Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
enjoy this summer. You can find more at jocogov.org.

Sunday, June 19
Celebrate Juneteeth in the Johnson County Square  
at 12 p.m. The square is located just North of the 
Administration Building at 111 South Cherry Street in Olathe. 
Learn more at jocogov.org/Juneteenth.

Monday, June 20
County offices are closed in observance of Juneteenth.

Friday, June 24
Wonders of Discovery at the Pollinator Prairie,  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 320 S Blake St. in Olathe.

Thursday, June 30
Parent Connect is a group meeting for support and 
problem-solving for families with children. Open to any 
parent/guardian living in Johnson County. You do not 
have to be a client to attend. 5:30 – 7 p.m. via Zoom.

Thursday, June 30
Make mouthwatering summertime pies. A booklet of 15 
recipes is included. Bring a rolling pin! Class from 6 – 8 
p.m. at the Extension Office, 11811 S. Sunset Drive in Olathe.
Register by calling 913-715-7000.
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Monday, July 4
County offices are closed in observance  
of Independence Day.

Tuesday, July 5
Volunteer at the WIC Community Garden,  
11875 S. Sunset Dr. in Olathe, every Tuesday  
from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. through October.

Saturday, July 9
Grab your fishing pole and lantern for an overnight 
fishing opportunity from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. at Lexington 
Lake Park, 8550 Sunflower Road in DeSoto.  Anglers 
ages 16-74 need to have a valid Kansas fishing license, 
JCPRD fishing permits, and all appropriate boat tags,  
if applicable. For more information or to purchase 
permits, visit JCPRD.com/permits. 

July 15-23 
“Zombie Prom” (rated PG) is a girl-loves-ghoul rock 
‘n’ roll Off Broadway musical set in the atomic 1950s 
at Enrico Fermi High, where pretty senior Toffee has 
fallen for the class bad boy. Bring the family and a 
blanket or chair to Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner 
Road and enjoy live musical theater performances 
under the stars! The show starts at 8:30 p.m. Visit 
theatreinthepark.org for details.
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July 29 – Aug. 6 
“The SpongeBob Musical” (rated PG) features SpongeBob, 
Patrick, Sandy, Squidward, and all of Bikini Bottom face 
total annihilation — until a most unexpected hero rises. 
Bring the family and a blanket or chair to Theatre in the 
Park, 7710 Renner Road and enjoy live musical theater 
performances under the stars! The show starts at 8:30 
p.m. Visit theatreinthepark.org for more details.

Sunday, August 7
Evening in the Park (Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner 
Road, Shawnee Mission, KS 66217 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.) — 
JCPRD wants to say thank you for your support of our 
parks, programs, and special events! Join us at Theatre  
in the Park, 7710 Renner Road in Shawnee Mission,  
for a free party! 

Thursday, August 11
Want to meet or add new friends to your contact list? 
50-Plus The Meet Up offers interactive games, hot 
topics and trivia. Light appetizers will be served. This 
event from 1:30 – 3 p.m. at Meadowbrook Park, 9101 Nall 
Ave. in Prairie Village is $15 per person, $16 nonresidents. 
Register online at JCPRD.com/register and search 
activity #21659 or call 913-826-2975.

Monday, September 5
County offices are closed in observance of Labor Day.

Tuesday, September 27
Youth Mental Health First Aid is designed to teach 
parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school 
staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services 
workers, and other caring citizens how to help an 
adolescent (age 12-18) who is experiencing mental 
health or addictions challenge or is in crisis, 9 a.m.  
to 3 p.m. Learn more at jocogov.org/mentalhealth.
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Garmin KC Air Show
The Garmin KC Air Show has officially started the countdown 
for its 2022 event, featuring the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds  
on the occasion of the U.S. Air Force’s 75th Anniversary. 
KC’s biggest end-of-summer party is scheduled for Sept. 3-4 
at New Century AirCenter. The region’s premier air show 
experience will again feature a world-class group of  
performers, top-shelf hospitality, and premium exhibitor  
and partnership opportunities. 
In addition to the Thunderbirds, the event also features 
appearances by the U.S. Army Golden Knights, aerial acrobat 
and two-time Red Bull Air Race World Champion Kirby 
Chambliss, Aaron Fitzgerald, extreme acrobatic helicopter 
pilot, and many more.
Many ticket options are available for the Garmin KC Air Show. 
For the best price and to guarantee availability, buy in advance 
and save at kcairshow.org/tickets.

Kill Creek Park Triathlon for Kids  
and Adults
The Johnson County Park and Recreation District will offer 
two triathlons for adults and kids alike this summer at Kill 
Creek Park, 11670 Homestead Lane in Olathe.

Complete details available at JCPRD.com/KCPtri (adult event) 
or JCPRD.com/kidstri. If you are interested in volunteering 
for this event or need additional information, please call Katy 
at 913-826-2964.

15 16
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The 1939 Residential Security Map 
for the Greater Kansas City Area is on 
display in the exhibition. Visitors can 
locate specific streets and city blocks 
on the map. Finding the color-coding 
applied to neighborhoods or key 
landmarks in Kansas City might be 
surprising to visitors. 

The Continuing  
Legacies of Redlining
The practice of redlining was 
outlawed by the 1968 Civil Rights 
Act. And yet, as a wall in the exhibit 
of reprinted media headlines from 
2020 and 2021 reveals, redlining and 
its legacies are still present in society. 
Lending denial rates for communities 
of color remain higher than for white 
homebuyers. As the modern-day 
headlines reveal, redlining’s legacies 
are present in communities across 
the nation. They provide visitors an 
opportunity to contemplate on how we 
can work toward a better future for all. 

The REDLINED: Cities, Suburbs, 
and Segregation exhibition is in 
the Johnson County Museum. The 
Museum is open Monday – Saturday,  
9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and is $6 for adults, 
$5 for seniors, and $4 for children.  
For more information visit  
jcprd.com/Redlined. 

Shaping communities  
through exclusion
In the exhibit you will learn about 
deed restrictions - rules for how to 
use a property. These property rules 

- later transformed into a list of rules 
governing entire neighborhoods by 
Johnson County’s own real estate 
developer, J.C. Nichols - controlled 
neighborhood exclusivity by setting 
minimum construction costs for 
homes, restricting to single-family 
residential structures and prohibiting 
the purchase, lease, rent or occupation 
by non-white individuals. 

The exhibit includes a massive 
list of neighborhoods in Johnson, 
Jackson, Platte and Clay counties 
that contained racially restrictive 
covenants. Viewers are asked to 
consider the number of restricted 
communities around the nation. 

A National Story  
with Local Impacts 
A second key moment in the 
REDLINED exhibit is a national 
map containing examples of city-
based Residential Security Maps, 
commonly referred to as Redlining 
maps. The federal government 
worked with local real estate 
agents, real estate developers and 
mortgage companies to create a 
visualization of risk for cities. Green 
and blue were considered the least 
risky neighborhoods for the federal 
government to offer FHA mortgages 
(and therefore private mortgage 
lenders), while yellow and red 
presented risks in the forms  
of decreasing home values, 
dilapidated conditions and substantial 
non-white residents. 

Juneteenth, a blend of the words June 
and nineteenth, is the oldest African 
American holiday observance in the 
nation. It celebrates when Union 
troops arrived in Galveston, Texas 
on June 19, 1865, to announce the 
Emancipation Proclamation, issued  
by President Abraham Lincoln on  
Jan. 1, 1863, had freed all slaves. 

Many events are taking place 
in Johnson County to honor this 
important day. More details about 
the history of this day as well as a 
calendar of events is available at 
jocogov.org/Juneteenth. For the first 
time, Juneteenth will be a standard, 
fixed holiday for Johnson County 
Government (observed this year  
on Monday, June 20.)

One way to honor Juneteenth  
in Johnson County is to visit  
The Johnson County Museum’s 
special exhibition, REDLINED:  
Cities, Suburbs, and Segregation.  
It chronicles more than 175 years 
of history related to redlining – the 
system of disinvestment that went 
from a private prejudicial practice 
in the early 20th century to a federal 
policy during the Great Depression 
and continues to shape daily 
interactions, neighborhoods,  
cities and the nation. 

Here are three high-impact moments 
from the exhibit that help tell the 
overall story.

BY ANDREW R. GUSTAFSON AND GERALD HAY

Honor Juneteenth by 
learning about the history of 
redlining in Johnson County
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Get started today! JCCC.EDU/ENROLL

• Ready to launch a career?
•  Want to advance in

your current job?
•  Interested in earning credits

to transfer to a 4-year college?

Here’s why JCCC is a smart college choice:

•  SMALLER CLASS SIZES for
more 1:1 attention

•  COMPETITIVE TUITION RATES
no matter where you live

•  HELPFUL RESOURCES such as
free tutoring, computer labs, study
spaces and Billington Library

•  A SUPPORT TEAM to assist you
at every step of your journey

High school students can earn 
college credit through College Now, 
a dual enrollment program.
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DREAM YOUR 
TOMORROW 

In a recent student survey, 86% said if they had to do it over 
they’d enroll at JCCC again.*
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BY GERALD HAY

Meet some of the people on and off stage at Theatre in the Park

A typical Theatre in the Park season 
involves more than 300 participants 
and who play many roles. There 
are directors, choreographers, set 
designers and builders, stage crews, 
musicians and support staff either in 
front or behind the spotlight.

The 2022 season of Theatre in the 
Park began with Something Rotten. It 
was the 27th TIP show Mark Swezey 
has directed. The cast required 20 
actors who were chosen by Swezey 
during auditions at the Johnson 
County Arts & Heritage Center 
in Overland Park. The auditions 
attracted more than 400 participants 
of all ages who showcased their 
singing, dancing or acting talents.

“Some are seasoned performers,” 
Swezey said. “Some have a 
strength in an area that is needed. 
Occasionally, we find rookies that are 
perfect for our production.”

Auditions are only the beginning for 
cast members. Rehearsals average 
five weeks, five days a week, 3½ 
hours a night. In addition, there are 
hours of pre-production planning, 
meetings with set design and 
technical staffs along with costume 

fittings.

Marsha Canaday is 
music director for 
School of Rock. She 
became involved in 
TIP in 2001, serving 
as accompanist, 
music director 
or conductor and 
sometimes all three 
over the years. 

“TIP attracted me 
because of the quality 
of shows that are 
produced, the outdoor 
environment and 
the chance for large 
numbers of people 
to see the shows 
we work so hard 
on,” Canaday said. 

“These are the same reasons I feel 
that TIP is a valuable asset  
to the community besides 
providing a wonderful family 
atmosphere where picnics are 
enjoyed and games played before 
the shows start.”

Chris Halford is a longtime TIP 
veteran actor. His first performance 
was in 2003 in Anything Goes.

The biggest issue for outdoor 
theater, by far, is the weather. 
Threatening storms, rain and 
lightning also dampen productions.  
If a storm threat is evident early 

enough, the show is scrapped  
before it starts.

“The venue is super special, very 
large and I just love the ability to 
perform outdoors,” Halford said. 

“Great staff, directors, choreographers, 
plus with five shows per outdoor 
season, provides many options. Plus, 
you can see great musicals onstage 
without spending much money.” 

Acting also now runs in the family 
with his daughter, Courtney. They 
performed together in West Side 
Story in 2005. 

Halford cites his daughter for 
sparking his interest in acting. He 
also credits TIP for providing 
experiences and skills she needed 
in her current musical, theater and 
acting endeavors in New York City. 

“She followed her dream and her dad 
followed in her footsteps,” Halford 
said. “Our apples haven’t fallen far 
from the tree.” 

Summer 202216  jocogov.org

Upcoming productions
•  Disney’s the Descendants (June 17-25)

• School of Rock (July 1-9)

• Zombie Prom (July 15-23) 
•  The SpongeBob Musical (July 29-Aug. 6)

Location: The Theatre in the Park amphitheater is 
located in Shawnee Mission Park with an entrance 
at 7700 Renner Road, Shawnee.

Show time is 8:30 p.m. The box office opens at 
6:30 p.m. followed by the gates to the seating 
bowl at 7 p.m. 
More information and tickets are available at 
theatreinthepark.org.

Jeff Martin and Mark Swezey prepare for an 
upcoming production at Theatre in the Park. 



There are Oceans of Possibilities at 
Johnson County Library this summer! 
2022’s Summer Reading program 
kicked off June 4 with a full day of 
virtual programming for the whole 
family and culminates in an End-of-
Summer celebration Friday, July 29 
at Thompson Park (8045 Santa Fe Dr., 
Overland Park). Help us celebrate our 
summer of reading with live music, 
activities and a screening of Disney/
Pixar’s Finding Nemo at dusk.

In the meantime, there’s plenty to 
discover at Johnson County Library 
this summer, including:

•  BOOK GIVEAWAYS. One free 
Summer Reading book per family 
member will be distributed at each 
of Johnson County Library’s 14 
locations through June 30. 

Summer fun at Johnson 
County Library
BY ELISSA ANDRE

•  STORYTIMES. 
In-person 
Storytimes 
resume in July at several of our 
locations across the county. 

•  CONTESTS. Oceans of Possibilities 
themed contests are available for the 
whole family, including youth sticker 
and poetry contests and adult writing 
prompts. Get details at jocolibrary.
org/contests.

•  MOVIES IN THE PARK. Grab a 
blanket, pack a picnic and cool down 
with ocean-inspired films and live 
entertainment on July 8, 22 and 29. 

•  BOOK GROUPS. Virtual and in-
person book discussions for kids, 
tweens, and adults are held monthly. 
Meet new people, explore new 
locations and find new books.

Details and registration information 
for these programs and many more are 
available at jocolibrary.org/events. 

Did You Know? 
You can support your Library by 
donating gently-used books, DVDs, 
LPs, CDs, audiobooks and puzzles to 
the Friends of Johnson County Library. 
The Friends sell used books so the 
Library can buy new ones. 

The Friends of Johnson County Library 
is a member-supported nonprofit 
organization promoting community 
awareness and participation in Library 
services. Get more details on where 
and how to donate— and purchase— 
items at friendsofjcl.org. 

Summer 2022
olathe.k-state.edu/local-resources

Your Partner in Talent Development 

K-State Olathe’s professional development programs are developed 
with input from industry partners to help you advance in your career. 
Taught by world-class faculty and industry experts, our areas of 
specialization include:  

Olatheolathe.k-state.edu/talent 

Leadership Skills 

Animal Health 

Food Systems 

Digital Skills 

Financial Planning  

Rated 4.8/5 by 3,000+ attendees. 
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According to the Truth Initiative, one in five high school 
students use e-cigarettes. In addition to the health hazards they 
create, vaping devices contain toxic waste, lithium batteries 
and electronic waste. When vaping devices used on school 
property are confiscated, and multiple things can happen 
to them. Sometimes they are incinerated, some are used to 
educate students on the dangers of vaping, and some can end 
up in School Resource Officer or administrator desk drawers. 
Few states have vape recycling programs, and Kansas is not 
one of them. 

To address this growing issue, the Johnson County Department 
of Health and Environment and the Shawnee Mission School 
District partnered on a vaping device recycling pilot program. 
Schools send confiscated devices to the Johnson County 
Household Hazardous Waste facility 
where they are safely disposed of. 

Shelby Rebeck, Director of Health 
Services for the Shawnee Mission 
School District, worked with JCDHE 
staff to start this program. 

“While we wish we didn’t have the 
problem of determining what to do 
with large amounts of confiscated vape 

Helping schools dispose of vaping devices
BY BRANDON HEARN 

paraphernalia, SMSD is thankful to partner with Health and 
Environment to pilot a vape recycling program. So, while 
encouraging the health of students, we are also promoting 
the health of our planet.”

Once the vapes arrive at the Johnson County HHW facility, 
staff separate the different components of the devices. The 
Environmental Protection Agency has designated lithium 
as an Environmentally Hazardous Material. Once removed 
the lithium batteries are packaged and sent to a local battery 
recycling facility. The nicotine is designated by the EPA 
as an acutely hazardous waste and can still be found in 
some commercial pesticides because of its toxicity. The 
nicotine is combined with other pesticides and shipped as 
a toxic hazardous waste, where it is ultimately incinerated. 

The remaining parts of the vaping 
device are then sent to an electronic 
recycler for processing.

While the focus of the JCDHE and 
SMSD is to reduce the number of 
teens using vaping devices, it is also 
important to provide a safe disposal 
option...encouraging the health of 
students, while promoting the health 
of our planet. 

 for more information contact  johnson.k-state.edu | 913.715.7000
Art concept originally created by Tennessee State University’s WaterWorks program and funded in part  
with Tennessee Dept. of Ag, Nonpoint Source Program, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Compost yard waste 
or dispose using 
    curbside service. 
      Don’t dump in 
      ditches or 
    waterways.

Check car for leaks. Recycle 
  motor oil. Never pour it 
   on the ground or into 
  a storm drain.

Direct 
downspouts 
onto lawns and away 
from paved surfaces. 

Reduce pesticides use.
Most issues resolve 

themselves.

Never put anything into storm drains... only rain goes down the drain!

Follow directions on 
product labels. Sweep 
chemicals off driveways, 
sidewalks, and roads so 
they don’t get into 
storm drains.

Direct mower clippings 
back onto the lawn, 
keeping them off 
paved surfaces.

Pick up after your 
pet. Don’t let pet 
waste wash into 
storm drains.

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o g e t h e r

Johnson County

Storm drains lead directly to creeks and streams
Clean water starts at home

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Considering large-
scale solar for 

unincorporated 
Johnson County

How should Johnson County regulate Utility-Scale Solar 
Facilities in the unincorporated areas of Johnson County? 
The Board of County Commissioners, its appointed 
Planning Commission, county staff and residents have 
been grappling with this issue for more than a year. 

Residents or commercial properties can already install 
solar energy systems for their own energy needs, 
and these accessory uses are allowed under county 
regulations. However, USSFs provide power to large 
areas, and these facilities are not currently addressed in 
the county regulations.

USSFs pose unique challenges to the unincorporated 
areas and nearby cities. Developers often use existing 
fields or farms for their projects. Larger projects may 
involve multiple parcels, which are sometimes located 
in different areas. 

The BOCC has the authority to approve the Planning 
Commission’s recommended solar facility regulations. 
The BOCC received information on the topic sitting as 
the Committee of the Whole in March 2021 and February 
2022. Between then, the Planning Commission held 
several meetings on the topic, listening to public feedback 
along the way.

During its Dec. 14, 2021 meeting, the Planning 
Commission voted to recommend changes to the Johnson 
County Rural Comprehensive Plan and Johnson County 
Zoning and Subdivision Regulations in order to regulate 
USSFs, with a list of development standards.

On April 4, the BOCC held a special meeting on USSFs, 
including approximately 40 comments. The BOCC voted 
6 – 1 to send back the issue to the Planning Commission 
with a list of recommendations to consider.

The Planning Commission considered the BOCC’s 
amendments at a special meeting on May 10. They 
passed some as recommended by the BOCC and 
amended some. Their revised regulations go back to the 
BOCC for consideration at a June 6 special meeting. You 
can stay up-to-date on this topic at jocogov.org/solar. 

Becky 
Fast

1st District 
913-715-0725

Jeff Meyers 

2nd District 
913-715-0432

Charlotte 
O’Hara

3rd District 
913-715-0433

The legislative powers of Johnson 
County Government are vested in 
a seven-member Board of County 
Commissioners that exercises its 
authority to ensure the general health, 
safety and welfare of the public. 

The board is composed of an at-large 
chairman and one representative from 
each of the six districts in the county. 

Chairman Ed Eilert 
913-715-0500

Janeé 
Hanzlick 

4th District 
913-715-0434

Michael 
Ashcraft

5th District 
913-715-0435

Shirley 
Allenbrand

Vice chair, 
6th District 
913-715-0436

County commission 
districts

@jocogov
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When the weather warms up, interest 
in starting or maintaining a home 
garden tends to sprout up. Interest in 
local, self-reliance through small forms 
of agriculture grew significantly during 
the pandemic and continues to increase 
with more community members drawn 
to backyard food production. 

However, some may not have much in 
the way of greenspace for their gardens 
beyond a balcony or sunny windowsill. 
Container gardens for smaller edible 
crops like herbs, leafy greens and 
dwarf tomatoes can produce quite a bit 
for those without access to a yard or 
acreage. Others have turned to raising 
vegetables in pots and other ingenious 
hacks for gardening in a more limited 
home space.

The many benefits of 
community gardens
In addition to providing adequate space 
for gardening, the abundance of local 
community gardens in Johnson County 
can provide opportunities to learn new 
skills and meet other local residents 
passionate about growing food. 

Community gardens in the county are 
diverse in their missions and what they 
offer. The term “community garden” 
can be used to describe a large garden 
space where members rent a small 
parcel or raised bed. Or, they can be 
truly communal where volunteers 

Community 
gardens in 
Johnson County
BY ZAC HOPPENSTEDT 

share space, tools and knowhow to 
produce food for donation to pantries 
or direct to those in need. Some 
community gardens are affiliated with 
parks, libraries, nonprofits, faith-based 
organizations and schools.

Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension and the Extension Master 
Gardener program use demonstration 
gardens to help educate the residents 
about plant selection, cultural practices 
and environmental practices. Johnson 
County Extension and EMGs have a 
network of nine gardens throughout the 
county, some edible and others more 
ornamental in focus.

A garden that gives back
In Olathe, the Johnson County WIC 
Community Garden and Orchard 
(established 2013) is located on a 
quarter-acre green space at 11875 
Sunset Drive. The garden is managed 
by Extension staff and dedicated 
volunteers with the aim to educate, 
empower and feed families receiving 
nutritional assistance. 

Volunteer workdays are held every 
Tuesday morning 8 a.m.–11 a.m., 
April thru October. Drop-ins are 
welcome but registration for workdays 
is encouraged and can be done by 
visiting https://www.johnson.k-
state.edu/lawn-garden/. No special 
equipment is required; tools are 
supplied but it’s recommended that 
participants bring closed-toe shoes, a 

bottle of water, sunscreen, and their 
favorite pair of gardening gloves.

The WIC Community Garden hosts 
monthly pop-up farmers market from 
10 a.m. –1 p.m. (every 2nd Thursday 
from June-September). These come-
and-go events are free and open to the 
public. They include garden tours and 
recipe testing to highlight seasonal 
produce. Attendees can pick up fresh 
organic vegetables to take home from 
the market stand (donation suggested  
to support garden upkeep). 

Learn more and plan 
for next year
To find a community garden in your 
area, check out this magazine’s back 
cover. Although rental-plot programs 
are usually reserved earlier in the year, 
and may even have a waiting list,  
many of these gardens are open year-
round to volunteers and host tours/
special events for the public throughout 
the growing season. It’s a great way to 
learn more about small-scale fruit and 
vegetable production and meet like-
minded neighbors.

For more information about community 
garden opportunities and events contact 
gardencoordinator@jocogov.org 
and for general gardening questions, 
plant ID, soil test, pest and disease 
diagnostic use K-State Johnson County 
Extension’s garden hotline either in 
person at 11811 S. Sunset Dr. Ste. 1500 
or email garden.help@jocogov.org. 
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BY SONIA KHOSLA

Following a 1959 community health survey, the League of 
Women Voters recommended forming a mental health center. 
On January 18, 1962, the Board of County Commissioners 
passed a resolution to create Johnson County Mental Health 
Center (JCMHC), which operated from a clinic on West 
80th Street in Overland Park with four staff members and an 
annual budget of $83,176.65. 

As programming expanded, JCMHC relocated to 95th and 
Antioch and remained in that building until 1972. The mental 
health center received its first federal staffing grant in 1973 
under the “Community Mental Health Center (CMHC)” Act. 
Since the Act stipulated no grantee could serve a population 
greater than 175,000, JCMHC was split into two operational 
divisions: the Northeast and Southwest Mental Health 
Centers. The receipt of those grants marked the beginning of 
the transformation from a relatively small outpatient clinic to 
a full-service community mental health center.

In 1982, CMHC grants were converted into single block 
grants to the states, which removed the population limitation 
that required JCMHC to maintain two separate operational 
divisions. The mental health center integrated its operations 
into a single organization shortly thereafter.

Beginning with Dr. H. Ivor Jones, JCMHC has had five 
directors over its history that have helped shape and grow 
mental health services in our community and communities 
around the state and region.

Hal Boyts consulted for the National Institute of Mental 
Health in the development of other mental health centers in 
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri. David Wiebe moved 
as many services as possible into communities across Kansas 
and helped in-state efforts to develop alternate responses 
for law enforcement officers in crisis situations involving 
people with mental illness, now known as crisis intervention 
training or CIT.

Today, Tim DeWeese leads a financially stable department 
that has increased collaboration with other county 
departments and prioritized programs like the Stepping Up 
Initiative, an initiative to help people in the criminal justice 
system who experience mental health challenges.

The mental health center now provides a full array of mental 
health services and programs at five facilities across the 
county in Mission, Shawnee and Olathe with over 250 
clinical and direct care staff. Operations are overseen by the 
Board of County Commissioners and an appointed advisory 
board. Services have expanded to include specialized 
programs for adults with severe mental illness, children with 
serious emotional disturbance, individuals with substance 
use disorder, the deaf and hard of hearing, the elderly, 
victims of abuse, and juvenile and adult offenders. 

JCMHC has an annual operating budget of more than $38 
million and employs over 370 staff members who provide 
mental health and substance use services to 10,000 county 
residents annually. The mental health center is more 
committed than ever to building a healthy community 
through excellence in community mental health.

This year, Johnson County Mental Health Center is 
celebrating 60 years of service to our community and 
honoring the first recipients of the North Star Award. The 
award recognizes The mental health center’s brightest stars. 
The winners will be announced at Friends of Johnson County 
Mental Health Center’s fundraising event on June 16 from 
6-9 p.m. at the Museum at Prairiefire in Overland Park. More
information about Friends of Johnson County Mental Health
Center can be found at friendsofjcmhc.org.

Happy 60th  
to Johnson 
County Mental 
Health Center!
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Tami Lorenzen     Assistant Chief Engineer – Integrated Planning
What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able 
to contribute? My role has been as lead project manager, starting with the initial project definition phase and 
continuing through construction. Previously I worked as a project manager for a private firm and had never 
worked on improvements that directly impacted my community. The Tomahawk Creek project gave me the 
opportunity to leverage all of my previous experience and apply it to this amazing facility. 

What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? This is the largest project 
on which I’ve worked during my career and has been one of my primary focus for the past eight years. 
Successful completion required a dedicated team of talented individuals expending a significant amount 
of time and energy. While the work was never easy, it has been highly rewarding. 

Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
your work has on the public. Without wastewater systems our community would be at increased risk for 
many serious diseases. Wastewater also contributes to the economic health of our community in many ways, 
including through direct and indirect employment opportunities, contributing to increased property values 
and fostering responsible growth. 

Jason Reaka      Assistant Superintendent of Tomahawk Creek WWTF
What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you 
able to contribute? I started at Tomahawk in April of 2014 as a treatment operator and was here when 
the demolition started in 2018. I officially returned in 2020 as one of the Assistant Superintendents. In the 
beginning I was able to give my opinion as an operator and then later, I was able to look at the operation of 
the plant from the management perspective.  

What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? It has been eye opening 
to see everything that goes into the process from beginning to this point. Watching things go from 
drawings on paper to functioning pieces of equipment and processes is exciting and satisfying.  We have 
all spent a lot of time here to make this work and in the end it will make a difference for the county.

Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact  
your work has on the public. After wastewater leaves their houses, most people won’t think about it again. 
If the people who work at our plants didn’t do the work that we do, we wouldn’t have the quality of streams 
and rivers that we have. People also don’t realize how much actually goes into the process of cleaning the 
water. When we give tours, people are amazed by the lengthy process it takes to make it safe to discharge  
to the stream.

Julie Schornheuser      Johnson County Wastewater Finance Manager
What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able  
to contribute? As the JCW Financial Manager, my role was to assist the project team in all financial aspects  
of the capital project, such as bonding, budget preparation and rate modeling. The finance team provided 
timely reporting and updates to project team.

What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? It is not uncommon for  
JCW capital projects to cross multiple years, but the magnitude of this project from a financial 
perspective was challenging at times. Knowing the expansion was the best path for JCW and our 
ratepayers made it very rewarding!

Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact  
your work has on the public. Everything you put down a drain in your home or flush comes to us!  
I am very proud of what JCW contributes. We protect the environment, serve our customers and enhance 
our communities all in a day’s work!

BY JODY HANSON

for three Johnson County Wastewater employees who worked on the Tomahawk Creek 
Wastewater Treatment expansion



1.  Help is needed not only on Election Day 
(primary and general) but also during 
advanced voting. Advance voting for the August 
primary election begins in mid-July. Election workers have 
opportunities to work at advanced voting sites if they wish. 

2.  There are a few qualifications to being an 
election worker. These include being a resident of 
Johnson County, Kansas and being registered to vote at your 
current address. 

3.  Please keep in mind that you can’t be on 
the ballot or related to anyone on the ballot in the 
precinct where you are assigned to work at a polling place. 

4.  Election workers go through a robust, 
mandatory training. You will get four hours of 
classroom training and one hour of hands on training, to 
learn about the voting equipment, terminology and how to 
help voters through the voting process.

5.  Election workers get paid! Currently, those who 
volunteer to be an election worker are paid $110 a day. An 
additional $25 is paid once you complete a training program. 

6.  High school students can volunteer at 
polling locations on Election Day. Students 
must be at least 16 years of age at the time of the election in 
which he or she is serving as a member of a precinct board. 
They also need to be a United States citizen or a citizen at 
the time of the election in which he or she is serving as a 
member of a precinct board. Learn more at jocoelection.
org/student-workers. 

10 THINGS to know to become 
an election worker
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7.  If you volunteer to work on Election Day, 
you will need to work the whole day. Polling 
sites are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day. Workers 
will need arrive beforehand to help set up the site and work 
the entire day.  Looking for a shorter work day? Ask the 
Election Office about working during Advance Voting!

8.  There are a variety of tasks to do. Some of 
the roles or tasks you can expect to perform at a polling 
place include looking up voter names in the Poll Pad (iPad), 
checking voter ID, setting up voting machines, greeting 
voters at the door and escorting voters to the voting 
machines and offering any assistance they need.

9.  You’ll get an education, too. The best 
opportunity to learn about the Johnson County election 
process is by being an election worker.

10.  Learn more and apply now. You can learn 
more about becoming an election worker and fill out an 
application at jocoelection.org/election-workers. Also, 
checkout a recent a JoCo on the Go podcast including 
Election Commissioner Fred Sherman, and a Johnson 
County resident who volunteers on Election Day, at 
jocogov.org/podcast (episode #132.)

In 2022, Johnson County has a primary election on August 2 and a general election on November 8. Election workers 
are vital to making sure the county has successful elections. Here are 10 things to know about being an election worker.

BY MARK VAN BAALE



Community Gardens 
in Johnson County

Olathe Community 
Gardens

Old Town Garden: 215 E Loula St. 
Fairview Garden: 207 N Pine St. 
Spruce Street Garden: near Spruce 
St. and Kansas Ave. 
913-971-9720

Lenexa Community 
Gardens

Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park: West  
87th Street and Lackman Rd. 
Electric Park: Loiret Blvd  
& West 95th Street 
Scouting Park: Haskins St  
& W 94th St 
913-477-7132 

Lone Elm Garden - Christ 
Community Church

21385 College Blvd. 
https://www.loneelmcg.org/

Route 151 Garden -  
Journey Bible Church

151st and Pflumm, Olathe 
root151@journeybible.org

Overland Park Community 
Garden (Oak Park Library)

9500 Bluejacket St. 
opgarden@gmail.com

New Haven SDA Church
87th and Antioch, Overland Park 
https://www.newhavensda.org/ 

Prairie Village  
Community Garden 

Harmon Park W 77th Pl  
& Delmar St. 
Global Montessori  
(75th & Cherokee) 
pvgarden@pvkansas.com

Leawood Community 
Garden

96th and Lee Blvd.

Pathway Church 
159th and Blackbob, Olathe 
pathwaygardenadmin@gmail.com

Colonial Presbyterian 
Church

135th and Quivira 
https://www.colonialkc.org/
getconnected/special/garden/

Shawnee Presbyterian 
Church

69th and Nieman area 
http://www.shawneepres.org/
community_garden.html 
913-631-6689

Mitzvah Garden at  
B’nai Jehudah Temple

12320 Nall, Overland Park 
https://www.mitzvahgardenkc.com/

WIC Garden 
Ridgeview Rd. and Sunset Dr. 
https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/
lawn-garden/wic-community-garden/
index.html

Find other 
community gardens 
near you at https://
kccg.org/find-a-
garden-near-you/.

https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/
demonstration-gardens/index.html

For Master Gardener  
Demonstration Sites:

Overland Park

Shawnee

Merriam

Mission

Olathe

Gardner

Spring Hill

Lenexa

35

435

35

35

10

169

69

7

Leawood


	Structure Bookmarks
	Document
	Article
	Figure
	THE JOHNSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT MAGAZINE Summer 2022
	THE JOHNSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT MAGAZINE Summer 2022
	THE JOHNSON COUNTY GOVERNMENT MAGAZINE Summer 2022


	Celebrating the completion 
	Celebrating the completion 
	Celebrating the completion 
	of Johnson County 
	Government’s 
	 
	largest-ever project


	Story
	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span

	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span

	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span

	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span
	Span
	Span
	Span


	Story
	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span

	NormalParagraphStyle
	Span


	Summer 2022 • Volume 9 • Issue 2
	Summer 2022 • Volume 9 • Issue 2

	LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP
	LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP

	For another year, Johnson County received high marks in our 2022 Community Survey. We appreciate the support and the participation in this important tool that ensures we are meeting your objectives and priorities. When we see the high satisfaction marks for our programs and services, even during times of pandemic, it reinforces that together, we are making Johnson County a place where people want to live, work and raise a family. Learn more about the 2022 survey results on page 6.
	For another year, Johnson County received high marks in our 2022 Community Survey. We appreciate the support and the participation in this important tool that ensures we are meeting your objectives and priorities. When we see the high satisfaction marks for our programs and services, even during times of pandemic, it reinforces that together, we are making Johnson County a place where people want to live, work and raise a family. Learn more about the 2022 survey results on page 6.
	As you will see in this issue, we all have a lot to celebrate! We recently cut the ribbon to recognize the completion of the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility expansion – not only completed on time and on budget but a project that will save the county millions of dollars annually (page 8.) Johnson County is also celebrating our county achieving LEED gold certification (page 4), national accreditation for the Johnson County Museum (page 5) and a milestone anniversary for Johnson County Mental Heal
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	Get answers to questions
	Get answers to questions


	• 
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	• 

	Learn about more than 400 services 
	Learn about more than 400 services 
	that Johnson County provides



	By phone
	Call Center: 913-715-5000
	Call Center: 913-715-5000
	 
	Kansas Relay Operator: 800-766-3777

	Board of County 
	Board of County 
	 
	Commissioners’ meetings

	Attend a board meeting weekly at 
	Attend a board meeting weekly at 
	9:30 a.m. Thursdays on the third foor 
	of the Administration Building, 111 S. 
	Cherry St., in Olathe or watch online 
	at 
	boccmeetings.jocogov.org.
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	On Tuesday, March 29, Chairman Ed Eilert delivered his 12th and final 
	On Tuesday, March 29, Chairman Ed Eilert delivered his 12th and final 
	On Tuesday, March 29, Chairman Ed Eilert delivered his 12th and final 
	State of the County Address. Earlier this year, Chairman Eilert announced 
	he would not be seeking reelection after 44 years of public service. 
	The event took place at the Overland Park Convention Center. It was 
	sponsored by the Johnson County Public Policy Council and hosted by 
	the Northeast Johnson County Chamber of Commerce. In his speech, 
	with the theme “Stronger Together” Chairman Eilert highlighted several 
	2021 accomplishments and collaborations, including supporting those 
	in vulnerable populations, advancements at our two airports and the 
	pandemic response. Learn more at 
	jocogov.org/stateofthecounty.


	A glimpse into what’s going on in Johnson County Government
	A glimpse into what’s going on in Johnson County Government
	 


	Cedar Niles Park Ribbon Cutting 
	Cedar Niles Park Ribbon Cutting 
	 

	Johnson County Park and Recreation 
	Johnson County Park and Recreation 
	District officially dedicated its newest 
	park with a ribbon cutting April 9, 2022. 
	Cedar Niles Park opened to the public 
	in January. The more than a thousand-
	acre park sits just west of K-7 in Olathe 
	and sprawls from about 119th Street 
	to just past 135th Street. Cedar Niles 
	Park is a natural beauty in the heart of 
	Johnson County. There you’ll find multi-
	use paved trails and single-track trails 
	for hiking and biking, a playground and 
	shelter among other things. The project 
	cost approximately $5.6 million. 
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	Aging and Human Services Director
	Aging and Human Services Director
	Meet Tim Wholf. He’s Johnson County’s new Director 
	Meet Tim Wholf. He’s Johnson County’s new Director 
	 
	of Aging and Human Services. He spent most of his career 
	with the State of Missouri where he worked in public safety 
	and human services, including holding several leadership 
	positions, for more than 30 years.

	“Tim’s strong leadership skills combined with a passion 
	“Tim’s strong leadership skills combined with a passion 
	 
	for public service and working with vulnerable populations 
	made him the ideal candidate for this position,” said 
	Assistant County Manager Joe Connor.

	Wholf’s accomplishments include receiving the Governor’s Award 
	Wholf’s accomplishments include receiving the Governor’s Award 
	 
	for Excellence for Leadership in 2010. 

	Tim received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and sociology with a minor 
	Tim received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and sociology with a minor 
	 
	in counseling from Southwest Baptist University. He earned a master’s 
	 
	in management from Baker University.


	Artifact
	LEED Gold Certified
	LEED Gold Certified
	Johnson County, Kansas is LEED 
	Johnson County, Kansas is LEED 
	 
	Gold Certified. LEED enables Johnson 
	County to measure and track 
	outcomes and are evaluated against 
	key metrics including energy, water, 
	waste, transportation, education, 
	health, safety, prosperity and 
	equitability. Johnson County is just 
	the 25th local government in the 
	world to achieve this latest version 
	 
	of community certification. 

	“We are proud of the work we are 
	“We are proud of the work we are 
	doing here in Johnson County and 
	proud of our accomplishment 
	of LEED Gold Certification,” 
	said Ed Eilert, chairman of the 
	Johnson County Board of County 
	Commissioners.

	LEED or Leadership in Energy 
	LEED or Leadership in Energy 
	 
	and Environmental Design was 
	created by the U.S. Green Building 
	Council (USGBC).


	“When it comes to being a place to live, raise 
	“When it comes to being a place to live, raise 
	“When it comes to being a place to live, raise 
	children, work and retire, Johnson County 
	 
	is head and shoulders above the national 
	 
	and other large community averages,”  

	—   Chris Tatham, 
	—   Chris Tatham, 
	president and chief executive officer 
	 
	at ETC Institute of Olathe

	Check out page 6 for results of the 2022 Community Survey.

	Figure
	National Accreditation for the Johnson County Museum 
	National Accreditation for the Johnson County Museum 
	 
	 

	The Johnson County Museum recently 
	The Johnson County Museum recently 
	celebrated a special honor: its first-
	ever national accreditation from the 
	American Alliance of Museums. This 
	is the highest recognition museums 
	can earn, with only 3% of museums 
	nationwide earning accreditation.

	The Johnson County Museum, located 
	The Johnson County Museum, located 
	inside the Johnson County Arts & 
	Heritage Center is one of 11 accredited 
	museums in Kansas and one of fewer 
	than 30 county museums in the country 
	with national accreditation. It signifies 
	quality and credibility and brings 
	national recognition to the museum 
	for our commitment to excellence, 
	accountability, high professional 
	standards and continued institutional 
	improvement. The accomplishment 
	comes as the museum celebrates its 
	55th year. 

	“We started the accreditation process 
	“We started the accreditation process 
	more than three years ago,” said Mary 
	McMurray, the museum’s director. “I’m 
	so proud of the resilience, perseverance 
	and dedication of the team that made 
	this huge honor possible.”

	The museum is founded on the strength 
	The museum is founded on the strength 
	of its volunteers, as it started with 
	community volunteers dedicating their 
	time to collecting, preserving and sharing 
	the history of Johnson County. In 1986, 
	the museum became a part of Johnson 
	County Government and hired its first 
	professionally trained staff. 

	The Johnson County Museum features 
	The Johnson County Museum features 
	more than one million photographs, 
	20,000 artifacts, a children’s experience 
	called KidScape and more. The museum 
	offers a variety of exhibitions and 
	programs, including rotating special 
	exhibitions. The current special 
	exhibition, REDLINED: Cities, Suburbs 
	and Segregation, explores the history 
	 
	of disinvestment of area neighborhoods 
	often based on race. It runs through 
	January 7, 2023.
	 (Learn more about that 
	exhibit on page 14.)

	The museum is open Monday through 
	The museum is open Monday through 
	Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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	Left to right: Community Health Workers Estella Fondzeka, Jerome Staab, Sara Guillermo and Jocelyn Hernandez
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	BY ASHLEY FOLLETT
	BY ASHLEY FOLLETT

	The Johnson County Department of Health and Environment added a new type of public health worker during the pandemic: Community Health Workers. These frontline staffers are trusted members of the community whose experiences give them a deep understanding of challenges their clients face. Because CHWs share ethnicity, language and life experiences with the people they serve, they are equipped to bring information directly to residents, in comfortable spaces where they live, eat, play, work and worship.
	The Johnson County Department of Health and Environment added a new type of public health worker during the pandemic: Community Health Workers. These frontline staffers are trusted members of the community whose experiences give them a deep understanding of challenges their clients face. Because CHWs share ethnicity, language and life experiences with the people they serve, they are equipped to bring information directly to residents, in comfortable spaces where they live, eat, play, work and worship.
	“My parents immigrated from Mexico, and language has always been huge barrier for my family,” said Jocelyn Hernandez, a CHW. “Visits to the dentist, doctors, and schools proved difficult if translators were unavailable. I became a community health worker to be a voice for those who can’t speak for themselves.”
	 
	 

	In the year JCDHE has employed CHWs, the team has connected over 500 individual clients with resources for food, rent and utility assistance, helped them navigate applications for health care coverage and medical/dental appointments, and even dropped diapers, food, toilet paper and other necessities at the homes of people in quarantine or isolation or who lack transportation to a food pantry. Additionally, they conducted over 100 community outreach events, including appearing on Spanish-language radio and a
	The Community Health Worker model is new to Johnson County, but their impact has been widely studied. Research shows these bridge builders improve health outcomes in the communities they serve by:
	•  reducing the “gray area” people must navigate to effectively use health insurance coverage and other public resources;
	 

	• building trust in physicians and other caregivers;
	• improving access to routine primary care and preventative screenings;
	• reducing their need for emergency and specialty care. 
	Learn more about CHWs by emailing DHE-CHWS@jocogov.org, texting 913-228-9830 or calling 913-477-8114. Hablamos Español. 

	Get the latest on COVID-19 vaccination and testing…including 
	Get the latest on COVID-19 vaccination and testing…including 
	Get the latest on COVID-19 vaccination and testing…including 
	new free at-home test kits…at 
	jocogov.org/coronavirus
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	For another year, residents give Johnson County 
	For another year, residents give Johnson County 
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	Government rave reviews


	BY TIM DODDERIDGE AND KELLI TAYLOR
	BY TIM DODDERIDGE AND KELLI TAYLOR

	Johnson County exceeds national 
	Johnson County exceeds national 
	Johnson County exceeds national 
	averages when it comes to perceived 
	quality of life, with residents 
	continuing to show overwhelming 
	satisfaction in the 2022 community 
	survey. The survey measures residents’ 
	perceptions with life and services in 
	the county, as well as their opinions 
	 
	on programs and services most 
	important top them.

	Ninety-three percent of respondents 
	Ninety-three percent of respondents 
	were satisfied with their overall quality 
	of life, and 92% were satisfied with the 
	county’s overall image. Ninety-eight 
	percent of respondents were satisfied or 
	highly satisfied with Johnson County 
	as a place to live.

	“The feedback we received from our 
	“The feedback we received from our 
	residents through this survey is very 
	important,” said Ed Eilert, chairman 
	 
	of the Board of County Commissioners. 
	“We strive to make Johnson County a 
	community where people want to live, 
	work, and raise their family, while 
	enjoying the benefits of 
	 
	county services.”

	Residents generally felt very safe in 
	Residents generally felt very safe in 
	Johnson County, with feelings of safety 
	similarly exceeding national averages. 
	Overall, 94% of respondents said they 
	felt safe in the county. More than 90% 
	of respondents said they also felt safe 
	in neighborhoods and county parks.

	Twenty-four Johnson County 
	Twenty-four Johnson County 
	Government services were included 
	 
	in the survey and the highest 
	satisfaction ratings went to:

	•  Johnson County Park & 
	•  Johnson County Park & 
	Recreation District (90%)

	•  Johnson County Library 
	•  Johnson County Library 
	 
	System (88%)

	•  Johnson County Emergency 
	•  Johnson County Emergency 
	Preparedness/NotifyJoCo (83%)

	•  Johnson County Emergency 
	•  Johnson County Emergency 
	Medical/Ambulance 
	 
	Service (82%)

	•  Johnson County Election 
	•  Johnson County Election 
	 
	Office (76%)

	Residents were satisfied with the 
	Residents were satisfied with the 
	delivery of services in the county, 
	especially services from the Election 
	Office during recent elections. Ninety-
	one percent of respondents felt polling 
	places were conveniently located and 
	accessible, and 79% felt there were 
	enough advanced voting locations.

	Residents also shared their input on 
	Residents also shared their input on 
	areas they find important and want the 
	county to prioritize in the coming years. 
	The services of highest importance 
	included Johnson County Emergency 
	Medical/Ambulance Service, Johnson 
	County Public Health and the Johnson 
	County Election Office.

	Residents felt the county should 
	Residents felt the county should 
	allocate additional resources toward 
	mental health services (54%), aging 
	services (45%) and addressing 
	homelessness (40%).

	A total of 1,649 households completed 
	A total of 1,649 households completed 
	the survey, resulting in a 95% 
	confidence level in the survey 
	 
	findings. More information is 
	 
	available at
	 jocogov.org/
	 
	2022communitysurvey
	. 
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	Learning about the proposed 2023 budget 
	Learning about the proposed 2023 budget 
	Learning about the proposed 2023 budget 
	 
	and a new estimated tax notice


	BY JODY HANSON
	BY JODY HANSON

	County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson presented her 
	County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson presented her 
	County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson presented her 
	proposed Fiscal Year 2023 budget to the Board of County 
	Commissioners on May 12.

	The proposed budget includes a full mill rollback (0.82 
	The proposed budget includes a full mill rollback (0.82 
	mills for the county taxing district, 0.10 mills for Johnson 
	County Library and 0.08 mills for Johnson County Park and 
	Recreation District). If approved, this would be Johnson 
	County’s 
	fifth mill levy reduction in six years
	.

	The county manager addressed 
	The county manager addressed 
	two priority challenges
	 
	 
	in the proposed FY 2023 budget.

	“While we always have the budgetary goal of aligning our 
	“While we always have the budgetary goal of aligning our 
	resources with the priorities of the Board and the community, 
	this year we must address our workforce market pressures 
	along with our community’s property tax pressures,” 
	 
	said County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson.

	Along with the nation and the region, in a time 
	Along with the nation and the region, in a time 
	 
	of extremely low unemployment, Johnson 
	 
	County Government is experiencing 
	higher-
	 
	than-typical employee turnover and several 
	years of projected increases in retirements
	. 
	 
	The proposed FY 2023 budget increases pay 
	 
	and benefits appropriately to help retain and 
	recruit the talented workforce needed to provide 
	services to our community.

	Additionally, Johnson County’s housing market 
	Additionally, Johnson County’s housing market 
	trends have led to a 10% growth in assessed 
	valuation. The proposed full mill reduction would 
	help address the pressure on Johnson County 
	property owners.

	FY 2023 Budget by the numbers
	•  $1.64 billion: $1.15 billion in expenditures 
	•  $1.64 billion: $1.15 billion in expenditures 
	 
	and $488.1 million in reserves.

	•  $484.6 million in the County Taxing District 
	•  $484.6 million in the County Taxing District 
	Expenditure Budget

	•  4,173.74 Full Time Equivalent positions, a net increase 
	•  4,173.74 Full Time Equivalent positions, a net increase 
	of 37.26 FTEs from the FY 2022 budget.

	•  $4.5 million in ongoing additional resources and 
	•  $4.5 million in ongoing additional resources and 
	approximately $38.7 million in one-time expenses 
	 
	to address increased demands, inflationary pressures 
	and one-time needs. 

	“The proposed budget helps address workforce pressures, 
	“The proposed budget helps address workforce pressures, 
	fulfills a portion of the Requests for Additional Resources 
	which align with the BOCC priorities and the feedback we 
	received in the 2022 Community Survey, funds the 2023 
	capital improvement projects, keeps an adequate reserve that 
	contributes to us maintaining the coveted Triple AAA bond 
	rating, sets aside funds for the potential worst case revenue 
	loss regarding the “Dark Store Theory” cases, and allows 
	 
	us to continue to provide our programs and services,” 
	 
	said Postoak Ferguson.

	New estimated tax notice to hit mailboxes in August
	 

	Johnson County Government wants to provide you with a 
	Johnson County Government wants to provide you with a 
	heads up on information Johnson County residents can expect 
	to receive in the mail in early August. 
	Please note this will 
	not be a bill and does not include information on special 
	assessments that may be charged.

	As a Johnson County resident, your property is included in 
	As a Johnson County resident, your property is included in 
	a number of taxing subdivisions. Examples include the state, 
	county, city, fire district, library and Park and Recreation 
	district, among others. If a taxing subdivision plans to use 
	more property tax revenue in the next budget year compared 
	to the current year, they would be 
	exceeding the revenue-
	neutral rate
	. Recent changes in state law require the county 
	to mail an estimated tax notice on behalf of a subdivision 
	that plans to exceed the revenue-neutral rate. The notice 
	also serves as notification for a public hearing required to 
	take place by a subdivision that plans to exceed the revenue-
	neutral rate.

	In early August, Johnson County Government will mail 
	In early August, Johnson County Government will mail 
	 
	all Johnson county residents a single estimated tax notice on 
	behalf of your taxing subdivisions. The form will include data 
	on specific property values and taxes as well as dates, times 
	and locations of upcoming public hearings. You can learn 
	more about this topic and see a template of the estimated 
	 
	tax notice at 
	jocogov.org/EstimatedTaxNotice
	. 
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	2022 budget property tax breakdown
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	Celebrating the completion of Johnson County Government’s largest-ever project
	Celebrating the completion of Johnson County Government’s largest-ever project

	BY NANCY MAYS
	BY NANCY MAYS

	Rebuilding Johnson County’s Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility took four years, nine miles of underground utilities, 50,000 cubic yards of concrete and nearly 800 drilled shafts. (Picture six and a half Empire State Buildings stacked on top of each other.)
	Rebuilding Johnson County’s Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility took four years, nine miles of underground utilities, 50,000 cubic yards of concrete and nearly 800 drilled shafts. (Picture six and a half Empire State Buildings stacked on top of each other.)
	Yet, for Johnson County Wastewater General Manager Susan Pekarek, the project’s most impressive data point is invisible.
	“For the users at home, the transition was seamless,” Pekarek said. “When they wash their dishes or flush their toilet, nobody thinks about it.”
	Residents may not have noticed the transition, but the long-term effects of the new facility will impact them – and future generations – for years to come.
	 

	Getting to that point, though, was a long, arduous process that began with planning in 2014 and ended last month with a ribbon cutting. All told, the project involved hundreds of people and countless hours from JCW staff as well as partners from engineering firms Black & Veatch and HDR, construction lead McCarthy Building Companies, and Shockey Consulting, which oversaw community engagement.
	“Making this type of investment in the infrastructure of Johnson County is crucial, and the project was a success due to the talent and expertise of everyone involved,” said Chairman Ed Eilert, Johnson County Board of County Commissioners.
	At the Tomahawk ribbon cutting ceremony, more than 170 people gathered to mark completion of the county’s largest capital project to date – and to celebrate the project’s many achievements. Chief among them are ratepayer savings and improved water quality. In fact, the technology used at Tomahawk will reap environmental benefits that will positively impact Indian Creek, as well as the downstream waters of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, all the way to the Gulf of Mexico.
	“The creativity and collaboration that went into this project is incredible,” said County Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson. “The project achieved all goals, including utilizing the most cost-effective solution and improving water quality.”
	From the 1950s to the Future
	 

	The Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility, located at 10701 Lee Blvd., is one of six treatment sites owned and operated by the county. Johnson County Wastewater’s assets and infrastructure are worth more than $3 billion and, as systems have aged, JCW engineers and technicians have focused on maintaining, repairing and rehabilitating the County’s 2,300 miles of sanitary sewers and 31 pump stations. 
	 
	 
	 

	But the Tomahawk facility was built in 1955 and now serves about 150,000 residents from parts of Leawood, Overland Park, Olathe and Prairie Village, a significantly larger population than the facility was built to manage.
	In the 1980s, JCW implemented a workaround to keep up with demand by diverting part of Tomahawk’s daily flow to Kansas City, Missouri, for treatment. By the 2010s, nearly 60 percent of Tomahawk’s incoming flow was being sent to KCMO for treatment – and at two to three times the cost to treat it locally. Plus, Kansas City is facing significant improvements to its infrastructure which would have increased costs even more.
	In addition, the Environmental Protection Agency and Kansas Department of Health and Environment had strengthened limits on the amount of ammonia, nitrogen, and phosphorus that could be discharged.
	“It was time for us to do something about the issue,” said Tami Lorenzen, JCW Assistant Chief Engineer - Integrated Planning. “There were so many issues impacting Tomahawk.”
	The JCW team first started exploring ways to transform the 1950s-era wastewater plant into a modern treatment facility over a decade ago, said Pekarek. Along with Chief Engineer Aaron Witt, they evaluated three options: continue to divert flow to KCMO, build a different treatment facility or rebuild Tomahawk.
	In the end, they determined that building an expanded facility with capacity to treat all of the area’s wastewater was a lower cost, longer-term solution than continuing to treat only a portion of the flow. It’s projected to save ratepayers $785 million over 35 years when compared to other alternatives. What’s more, JCW will have greater control over managing the cost of treatment and, by extension, the sewer rates charged to customers.
	“This was the best solution on every front,” Lorenzen said. “Cost, water quality and the long-term health of our community.”
	From the facility plan through design to construction, the project cost $334 million and will save JCW customers $16 million a year. What’s more, it will treat up to 19 million gallons of wastewater a day, while the previous capacity was 7 MGD. JCW is funded by ratepayers, not tax revenue.
	“The collaboration of JCW staff, our design engineers Black & Veatch and HDR, and our contractor McCarthy Building Companies was critical to the success of this complex project,” said Aaron Witt, Chief Engineer at JCW.
	 

	Creativity at Work
	As the teams of engineers mapped out an improved wastewater facility, they took advantage of new but proven technologies that improved water quality while saving money.
	Among them:
	•  Biological Nutrient Removal. BNR uses bacteria to break down and reduce the biological components of wastewater, namely ammonia, nitrogen, and phosphorus, before they’re discharged into surface or groundwater.  Nutrient compounds like nitrogen and phosphorus can act like a fertilizer, causing algae breakouts, which can kill fish.
	“The previous facility had 
	“The previous facility had 
	more basic treatment 
	technology from the 1960s,” 
	said Lorenzen. “With this 
	new technology we’ll have 
	much better water quality 
	for aquatic life.”

	•  Disk filtration system. Modern wastewater treatment facilities are designed to carry both wastewater and stormwater, but, unlike other area facilities, the previous Tomahawk system did not. When stormwater gets into the wastewater system, called peak flow, it’s difficult and expensive to treat. The Tomahawk team looked at building additional storage facilities to manage peak flow, but the price tag was steep – $250 million.
	 
	 

	Instead, the team worked with state regulators to negotiate the use of disk filters, a new technology for JCW.
	 
	 

	“The filters allow us to 
	“The filters allow us to 
	reduce phosphorus and 
	polish the water daily, but 
	they’re also used to treat 
	wet weather flows up to 172 
	million gallons a day when 
	we get extreme rainfall 
	events,” said Witt. “Utilizing 
	this technology allowed us 
	to save $200 million over 
	an alternative to store the 
	wet weather flows in large 
	underground tanks.”

	Overcoming challenges
	Not only did the teams manage the county’s largest infrastructure project to date – the facility has a 30 percent larger footprint than the old one – they did so under extreme conditions.
	“I can’t say enough about the teams that worked on this project,” said Lorenzen. “The collaboration was incredible.”
	 

	They worked through the wettest year on record in the Kansas City region, navigating more than 64 inches of rain from Oct. 2018 to Oct. 2019. Because the site was almost entirely in the 100-year flood plain, the wet weather made construction much more complicated.
	The site was raised using fill from the site, plus some additional material. An overflow channel was constructed to serve as a relief point for Indian Creek floodwaters.
	 
	 

	On top of that, they had to battle the pandemic. Crews worked through COVID-19, navigating the shifting guidelines, eventually completing the project on time and on budget.
	Span
	 
	 

	“Watching the facility go through startup and operate for months now, I am particularly proud of the operations staff that continues to work 24 hours a day, seven days a week through storms and heat to provide a vital health and environmental service for our community,” said Alex Szerwinski, JCW’s Managing Engineer, Existing Infrastructure – Treatment & Pumping.
	 
	 

	While JCW staff have moved on to the next infrastructure improvement project – Nelson WWTF, its oldest facility – the Tomahawk project will remain a professional highlight for many involved in the project.
	 
	 

	For Lorenzen, this project was a “once-in-a-career project.”
	 

	“This was such an important project 
	“This was such an important project 
	Span
	and I felt lucky to be able to work on it,” 
	Span
	said Lorenzen.

	“Not just the magnitude – our largest project – but also because of the positive benefits that we were able, as a team, to realize for customers and residents of Johnson County.”
	To meet three of the employees who worked on this project, we invite you to turn to page 22 for Three Questions for Employees. To learn more about the project, please visit www.JCWTomahawk.com. 
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	Infographics courtesy McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
	Infographics courtesy McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
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	Where fun takes flightWelcome to the ultimate indoor adventure park! With attractions that cater to any level of adventurer, there’s something fun for everyone.Lenexa8554 Maurer Rd Lenexa, KS 66219      913-359-5800Overland Park14401 Metcalf Ave Overland Park, KS 66223913-298-0626UrbanAirParks.com$25 offBirthday PartyExcludes Basic birthday party package. May not be combined with any other offer, promotion, discount or membership benefit, and not valid on previously booked birthday parties. Height restricti
	Artifact
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	Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
	Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
	Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
	enjoy this summer. You can find more at 
	jocogov.org
	.


	Mark your calendar 
	Mark your calendar 

	June 2022
	June 2022
	June 2022


	Sunday, June 19
	Sunday, June 19
	Celebrate Juneteeth in the Johnson County Square at 12 p.m. The square is located just North of the Administration Building at 111 South Cherry Street in Olathe. Learn more at jocogov.org/Juneteenth.
	 

	Monday, June 20
	County offices are closed in observance of Juneteenth.
	Friday, June 24
	Wonders of Discovery at the Pollinator Prairie, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 320 S Blake St. in Olathe.
	 

	Thursday, June 30
	Parent Connect is a group meeting for support and problem-solving for families with children. Open to any parent/guardian living in Johnson County. You do not have to be a client to attend. 5:30 – 7 p.m. via Zoom.
	Thursday, June 30
	Make mouthwatering summertime pies. A booklet of 15 recipes is included. Bring a rolling pin! Class from 6 – 8 p.m. at the Extension Office, 11811 S. Sunset Drive in Olathe.Register by calling 913-715-7000.
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	Monday, July 4
	Monday, July 4
	County offices are closed in observance of Independence Day.
	 

	Tuesday, July 5
	Volunteer at the WIC Community Garden, 11875 S. Sunset Dr. in Olathe, every Tuesday from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. through October.
	 
	 

	Saturday, July 9
	Grab your fishing pole and lantern for an overnight fishing opportunity from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. at Lexington Lake Park, 8550 Sunflower Road in DeSoto.  Anglers ages 16-74 need to have a valid Kansas fishing license, JCPRD fishing permits, and all appropriate boat tags, if applicable. For more information or to purchase permits, visit JCPRD.com/permits. 
	 

	July 15-23 
	“Zombie Prom” (rated PG) is a girl-loves-ghoul rock ‘n’ roll Off Broadway musical set in the atomic 1950s at Enrico Fermi High, where pretty senior Toffee has fallen for the class bad boy. Bring the family and a blanket or chair to Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner Road and enjoy live musical theater performances under the stars! The show starts at 8:30 p.m. Visit theatreinthepark.org for details.
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	July 29 – Aug. 6 
	July 29 – Aug. 6 
	“The SpongeBob Musical” (rated PG) features SpongeBob, Patrick, Sandy, Squidward, and all of Bikini Bottom face total annihilation — until a most unexpected hero rises. Bring the family and a blanket or chair to Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner Road and enjoy live musical theater performances under the stars! The show starts at 8:30 p.m. Visit theatreinthepark.org for more details.
	Sunday, August 7
	Evening in the Park (Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner Road, Shawnee Mission, KS 66217 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.) — JCPRD wants to say thank you for your support of our parks, programs, and special events! Join us at Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner Road in Shawnee Mission, for a free party! 
	 
	 

	Thursday, August 11
	Want to meet or add new friends to your contact list? 50-Plus The Meet Up offers interactive games, hot topics and trivia. Light appetizers will be served. This event from 1:30 – 3 p.m. at Meadowbrook Park, 9101 Nall Ave. in Prairie Village is $15 per person, $16 nonresidents. Register online at JCPRD.com/register and search activity #21659 or call 913-826-2975.
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	Monday, September 5
	Monday, September 5
	County offices are closed in observance of Labor Day.
	Tuesday, September 27
	Youth Mental Health First Aid is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services workers, and other caring citizens how to help an adolescent (age 12-18) who is experiencing mental health or addictions challenge or is in crisis, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Learn more at jocogov.org/mentalhealth.
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	Garmin KC Air Show
	Garmin KC Air Show
	Garmin KC Air Show

	The Garmin KC Air Show has officially started the countdown 
	The Garmin KC Air Show has officially started the countdown 
	for its 2022 event, featuring the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 
	 
	on the occasion of the U.S. Air Force’s 75th Anniversary. 

	KC’s biggest end-of-summer party is scheduled for Sept. 3-4 
	KC’s biggest end-of-summer party is scheduled for Sept. 3-4 
	at New Century AirCenter. The region’s premier air show 
	experience will again feature a world-class group of 
	 
	performers, top-shelf hospitality, and premium exhibitor 
	 
	and partnership opportunities. 

	In addition to the Thunderbirds, the event also features 
	In addition to the Thunderbirds, the event also features 
	appearances by the U.S. Army Golden Knights, aerial acrobat 
	and two-time Red Bull Air Race World Champion Kirby 
	Chambliss, Aaron Fitzgerald, extreme acrobatic helicopter 
	pilot, and many more.

	Many ticket options are available for the Garmin KC Air Show. 
	Many ticket options are available for the Garmin KC Air Show. 
	For the best price and to guarantee availability, buy in advance 
	and save at 
	kcairshow.org/tickets
	.
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	Kill Creek Park Triathlon for Kids 
	Kill Creek Park Triathlon for Kids 
	Kill Creek Park Triathlon for Kids 
	 
	and Adults

	The Johnson County Park and Recreation District will offer 
	The Johnson County Park and Recreation District will offer 
	two triathlons for adults and kids alike this summer at Kill 
	Creek Park, 11670 Homestead Lane in Olathe.

	Complete details available at
	Complete details available at
	 JCPRD.com/KCPtri 
	(adult event) 
	or 
	JCPRD.com/kidstri
	. If you are interested in volunteering 
	for this event or need additional information, please call Katy 
	at 913-826-2964.
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	Honor Juneteenth by 
	Honor Juneteenth by 
	Honor Juneteenth by 
	learning about the history of 
	redlining in Johnson County


	BY ANDREW R. GUSTAFSON AND GERALD HAY
	BY ANDREW R. GUSTAFSON AND GERALD HAY

	Juneteenth, a blend of the words June 
	Juneteenth, a blend of the words June 
	Juneteenth, a blend of the words June 
	and nineteenth, is the oldest African 
	American holiday observance in the 
	nation. It celebrates when Union 
	troops arrived in Galveston, Texas 
	on June 19, 1865, to announce the 
	Emancipation Proclamation, issued 
	 
	by President Abraham Lincoln on 
	 
	Jan. 1, 1863, had freed all slaves. 

	Many events are taking place 
	Many events are taking place 
	in Johnson County to honor this 
	important day. More details about 
	the history of this day as well as a 
	calendar of events is available at 
	jocogov.org/Juneteenth. For the first 
	time, Juneteenth will be a standard, 
	fixed holiday for Johnson County 
	Government (observed this year 
	 
	on Monday, June 20.)

	One way to honor Juneteenth 
	One way to honor Juneteenth 
	 
	in Johnson County is to visit 
	 
	The Johnson County Museum’s 
	special exhibition, REDLINED: 
	 
	Cities, Suburbs, and Segregation. 
	 
	It chronicles more than 175 years 
	of history related to redlining – the 
	system of disinvestment that went 
	from a private prejudicial practice 
	in the early 20th century to a federal 
	policy during the Great Depression 
	and continues to shape daily 
	interactions, neighborhoods, 
	 
	cities and the nation. 

	Here are three high-impact moments 
	Here are three high-impact moments 
	from the exhibit that help tell the 
	overall story.

	Shaping communities through exclusion
	 

	In the exhibit you will learn about 
	In the exhibit you will learn about 
	deed restrictions - rules for how to 
	use a property. These property rules 
	- later transformed into a list of rules 
	governing entire neighborhoods by 
	Johnson County’s own real estate 
	developer, J.C. Nichols - controlled 
	neighborhood exclusivity by setting 
	minimum construction costs for 
	homes, restricting to single-family 
	residential structures and prohibiting 
	the purchase, lease, rent or occupation 
	by non-white individuals. 

	The exhibit includes a massive 
	The exhibit includes a massive 
	list of neighborhoods in Johnson, 
	Jackson, Platte and Clay counties 
	that contained racially restrictive 
	covenants. Viewers are asked to 
	consider the number of restricted 
	communities around the nation. 

	A National Story with Local Impacts 
	 

	A second key moment in the 
	A second key moment in the 
	REDLINED exhibit is a national 
	map containing examples of city-
	based Residential Security Maps, 
	commonly referred to as Redlining 
	maps. The federal government 
	worked with local real estate 
	agents, real estate developers and 
	mortgage companies to create a 
	visualization of risk for cities. Green 
	and blue were considered the least 
	risky neighborhoods for the federal 
	government to offer FHA mortgages 
	(and therefore private mortgage 
	lenders), while yellow and red 
	presented risks in the forms 
	 
	of decreasing home values, 
	dilapidated conditions and substantial 
	non-white residents. 

	The 1939 Residential Security Map 
	The 1939 Residential Security Map 
	for the Greater Kansas City Area is on 
	display in the exhibition. Visitors can 
	locate specific streets and city blocks 
	on the map. Finding the color-coding 
	applied to neighborhoods or key 
	landmarks in Kansas City might be 
	surprising to visitors. 

	The Continuing Legacies of Redlining
	 

	The practice of redlining was 
	The practice of redlining was 
	outlawed by the 1968 Civil Rights 
	Act. And yet, as a wall in the exhibit 
	of reprinted media headlines from 
	2020 and 2021 reveals, redlining and 
	its legacies are still present in society. 
	Lending denial rates for communities 
	of color remain higher than for white 
	homebuyers. As the modern-day 
	headlines reveal, redlining’s legacies 
	are present in communities across 
	the nation. They provide visitors an 
	opportunity to contemplate on how we 
	can work toward a better future for all. 

	The REDLINED: Cities, Suburbs, 
	The REDLINED: Cities, Suburbs, 
	and Segregation exhibition is in 
	the Johnson County Museum. The 
	Museum is open Monday – Saturday, 
	 
	9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and is $6 for adults, 
	$5 for seniors, and $4 for children. 
	 
	For more information visit 
	 
	jcprd.com/Redlined
	. 
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	Get started today! JCCC.EDU/ENROLL•Ready to launch a career?• Want to advance inyour current job?• Interested in earning creditsto transfer to a 4-year college?Here’s why JCCC is a smart college choice:• SMALLER CLASS SIZES formore 1:1 attention• COMPETITIVE TUITION RATESno matter where you live• HELPFUL RESOURCES such asfree tutoring, computer labs, studyspaces and Billington Library• A SUPPORT TEAM to assist youat every step of your journeyHigh school students can earn college credit through College Now, 
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	Meet some of the people on and off stage at Theatre in the Park
	Meet some of the people on and off stage at Theatre in the Park
	Meet some of the people on and off stage at Theatre in the Park


	BY GERALD HAY
	BY GERALD HAY

	A typical Theatre in the Park season involves more than 300 participants and who play many roles. There are directors, choreographers, set designers and builders, stage crews, musicians and support staff either in front or behind the spotlight.
	A typical Theatre in the Park season involves more than 300 participants and who play many roles. There are directors, choreographers, set designers and builders, stage crews, musicians and support staff either in front or behind the spotlight.
	The 2022 season of Theatre in the Park began with Something Rotten. It was the 27th TIP show Mark Swezey has directed. The cast required 20 actors who were chosen by Swezey during auditions at the Johnson County Arts & Heritage Center in Overland Park. The auditions attracted more than 400 participants of all ages who showcased their singing, dancing or acting talents.
	“Some are seasoned performers,” Swezey said. “Some have a strength in an area that is needed. Occasionally, we find rookies that are perfect for our production.”
	Auditions are only the beginning for cast members. Rehearsals average five weeks, five days a week, 3½ hours a night. In addition, there are hours of pre-production planning, meetings with set design and technical staffs along with costume fittings.
	Marsha Canaday is music director for School of Rock. She became involved in TIP in 2001, serving as accompanist, music director or conductor and sometimes all three over the years. 
	“TIP attracted me because of the quality of shows that are produced, the outdoor environment and the chance for large numbers of people to see the shows we work so hard on,” Canaday said. “These are the same reasons I feel that TIP is a valuable asset to the community besides providing a wonderful family atmosphere where picnics are enjoyed and games played before the shows start.”
	 

	Chris Halford is a longtime TIP veteran actor. His first performance was in 2003 in Anything Goes.
	The biggest issue for outdoor theater, by far, is the weather. Threatening storms, rain and lightning also dampen productions. If a storm threat is evident early enough, the show is scrapped before it starts.
	 
	 

	“The venue is super special, very large and I just love the ability to perform outdoors,” Halford said. “Great staff, directors, choreographers, plus with five shows per outdoor season, provides many options. Plus, you can see great musicals onstage without spending much money.” 
	Acting also now runs in the family with his daughter, Courtney. They performed together in West Side Story in 2005. 
	Halford cites his daughter for sparking his interest in acting. He also credits TIP for providing experiences and skills she needed in her current musical, theater and acting endeavors in New York City. 
	“She followed her dream and her dad followed in her footsteps,” Halford said. “Our apples haven’t fallen far from the tree.” 

	Upcoming productions
	Upcoming productions
	Upcoming productions


	•  Disney’s the Descendants 
	•  Disney’s the Descendants 
	•  Disney’s the Descendants 
	(June 17-25)

	• School of Rock 
	• School of Rock 
	(July 1-9)

	 
	• Zombie Prom
	 (July 15-23)

	•  The SpongeBob Musical 
	•  The SpongeBob Musical 
	(July 29-Aug. 6)

	 
	Location:
	The Theatre in the Park amphitheater is 
	located in Shawnee Mission Park with an entrance 
	at 7700 Renner Road, Shawnee.

	  
	Show time is 8:30 p.m.
	The box office opens at 
	6:30 p.m. followed by the gates to the seating 
	bowl at 7 p.m.

	More information and tickets are available at 
	More information and tickets are available at 
	theatreinthepark.org
	.


	Figure
	Jeff Martin and Mark Swezey prepare for an upcoming production at Theatre in the Park. 
	Jeff Martin and Mark Swezey prepare for an upcoming production at Theatre in the Park. 
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	Summer fun at Johnson 
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	BY ELISSA ANDRE
	BY ELISSA ANDRE

	There are Oceans of Possibilities at 
	There are Oceans of Possibilities at 
	There are Oceans of Possibilities at 
	Johnson County Library this summer! 
	2022’s Summer Reading program 
	kicked off June 4 with a full day of 
	virtual programming for the whole 
	family and culminates in an End-of-
	Summer celebration Friday, July 29 
	at Thompson Park (8045 Santa Fe Dr., 
	Overland Park). Help us celebrate our 
	summer of reading with live music, 
	activities and a screening of Disney/
	Pixar’s 
	Finding Nemo
	 at dusk.

	In the meantime, there’s plenty to 
	In the meantime, there’s plenty to 
	discover at Johnson County Library 
	this summer, including:

	•  BOOK GIVEAWAYS.
	•  BOOK GIVEAWAYS.
	 One free 
	Summer Reading book per family 
	member will be distributed at each 
	of Johnson County Library’s 14 
	locations through June 30. 

	•  STORYTIMES.
	•  STORYTIMES.
	 
	In-person 
	Storytimes 
	resume in July at several of our 
	locations across the county. 

	•  CONTESTS.
	•  CONTESTS.
	 Oceans of Possibilities 
	themed contests are available for the 
	whole family, including youth sticker 
	and poetry contests and adult writing 
	prompts. Get details at jocolibrary.
	org/contests.

	•  MOVIES IN THE PARK.
	•  MOVIES IN THE PARK.
	 Grab a 
	blanket, pack a picnic and cool down 
	with ocean-inspired films and live 
	entertainment on July 8, 22 and 29. 

	•  BOOK GROUPS.
	•  BOOK GROUPS.
	 Virtual and in-
	person book discussions for kids, 
	tweens, and adults are held monthly. 
	Meet new people, explore new 
	locations and find new books.

	Details and registration information 
	Details and registration information 
	for these programs and many more are 
	available at jocolibrary.org/events. 

	Did You Know? 
	You can support your Library by 
	You can support your Library by 
	donating gently-used books, DVDs, 
	LPs, CDs, audiobooks and puzzles to 
	the Friends of Johnson County Library. 
	The Friends sell used books so the 
	Library can buy new ones. 

	 
	The Friends of Johnson County Library 
	is a member-supported nonprofit 
	organization promoting community 
	awareness and participation in Library 
	services. Get more details on where 
	and how to donate— and purchase— 
	items at 
	friendsofjcl.org
	.
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	olathe.k-state.edu/local-resourcesYour Partner in Talent Development K-State Olathe’s professional development programs are developed with input from industry partners to help you advance in your career. Taught by world-class faculty and industry experts, our areas of specialization include:  Olatheolathe.k-state.edu/talent Leadership Skills Animal Health Food Systems Digital Skills Financial Planning  Rated 4.8/5 by 3,000+ attendees. KSUO-Ad-JoCoMag-2022_Summer.indd   1KSUO-Ad-JoCoMag-2022_Summer.indd   15
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	Helping schools dispose of vaping devices
	Helping schools dispose of vaping devices
	Helping schools dispose of vaping devices


	BY BRANDON HEARN 
	BY BRANDON HEARN 

	According to the Truth Initiative, one in five high school 
	According to the Truth Initiative, one in five high school 
	According to the Truth Initiative, one in five high school 
	students use e-cigarettes. In addition to the health hazards they 
	create, vaping devices contain toxic waste, lithium batteries 
	and electronic waste. When vaping devices used on school 
	property are confiscated, and multiple things can happen 
	to them. Sometimes they are incinerated, some are used to 
	educate students on the dangers of vaping, and some can end 
	up in School Resource Officer or administrator desk drawers. 
	Few states have vape recycling programs, and Kansas is not 
	one of them. 

	To address this growing issue, the Johnson County Department 
	To address this growing issue, the Johnson County Department 
	of Health and Environment and the Shawnee Mission School 
	District partnered on a vaping device recycling pilot program. 
	Schools send confiscated devices to the Johnson County 
	Household Hazardous Waste facility 
	where they are safely disposed of. 

	Shelby Rebeck, Director of Health 
	Shelby Rebeck, Director of Health 
	Services for the Shawnee Mission 
	School District, worked with JCDHE 
	staff to start this program. 

	“While we wish we didn’t have the 
	“While we wish we didn’t have the 
	problem of determining what to do 
	with large amounts of confiscated vape 
	paraphernalia, SMSD is thankful to partner with Health and 
	Environment to pilot a vape recycling program. So, while 
	encouraging the health of students, we are also promoting 
	the health of our planet.”

	Once the vapes arrive at the Johnson County HHW facility, 
	Once the vapes arrive at the Johnson County HHW facility, 
	staff separate the different components of the devices. The 
	Environmental Protection Agency has designated lithium 
	as an Environmentally Hazardous Material. Once removed 
	the lithium batteries are packaged and sent to a local battery 
	recycling facility. The nicotine is designated by the EPA 
	as an acutely hazardous waste and can still be found in 
	some commercial pesticides because of its toxicity. The 
	nicotine is combined with other pesticides and shipped as 
	a toxic hazardous waste, where it is ultimately incinerated. 
	The remaining parts of the vaping 
	device are then sent to an electronic 
	recycler for processing.

	While the focus of the JCDHE and 
	While the focus of the JCDHE and 
	SMSD is to reduce the number of 
	teens using vaping devices, it is also 
	important to provide a safe disposal 
	option...encouraging the health of 
	students, while promoting the health 
	of our planet. 
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	 for more information contact  johnson.k-state.edu | 913.715.7000Art concept originally created by Tennessee State University’s WaterWorks program and funded in part  with Tennessee Dept. of Ag, Nonpoint Source Program, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.Compost yard waste or dispose using     curbside service.       Don’t dump in       ditches or     waterways.Check car for leaks. Recycle   motor oil. Never pour it    on the ground or into   a storm drain.Direct downspouts onto lawns and away fro
	Considering large-
	Considering large-
	Considering large-
	scale solar for 
	unincorporated 
	Johnson County

	How should Johnson County regulate Utility-Scale Solar 
	How should Johnson County regulate Utility-Scale Solar 
	Facilities in the unincorporated areas of Johnson County? 
	The Board of County Commissioners, its appointed 
	Planning Commission, county staff and residents have 
	been grappling with this issue for more than a year. 

	Residents or commercial properties can already install 
	Residents or commercial properties can already install 
	solar energy systems for their own energy needs, 
	and these accessory uses are allowed under county 
	regulations. However, USSFs provide power to large 
	areas, and these facilities are not currently addressed in 
	the county regulations.

	USSFs pose unique challenges to the unincorporated 
	USSFs pose unique challenges to the unincorporated 
	areas and nearby cities. Developers often use existing 
	fields or farms for their projects. Larger projects may 
	involve multiple parcels, which are sometimes located 
	 
	in different areas. 

	The BOCC has the authority to approve the Planning 
	The BOCC has the authority to approve the Planning 
	Commission’s recommended solar facility regulations. 
	The BOCC received information on the topic sitting as 
	the Committee of the Whole in March 2021 and February 
	2022. Between then, the Planning Commission held 
	several meetings on the topic, listening to public feedback 
	along the way.

	During its Dec. 14, 2021 meeting, the Planning 
	During its Dec. 14, 2021 meeting, the Planning 
	Commission voted to recommend changes to the Johnson 
	County Rural Comprehensive Plan and Johnson County 
	Zoning and Subdivision Regulations in order to regulate 
	USSFs, with a list of development standards.

	On April 4, the BOCC held a special meeting on USSFs, 
	On April 4, the BOCC held a special meeting on USSFs, 
	including approximately 40 comments. The BOCC voted 
	6 – 1 to send back the issue to the Planning Commission 
	with a list of recommendations to consider.

	The Planning Commission considered the BOCC’s 
	The Planning Commission considered the BOCC’s 
	amendments at a special meeting on May 10. They 
	passed some as recommended by the BOCC and 
	amended some. Their revised regulations go back to the 
	BOCC for consideration at a June 6 special meeting. You 
	can stay up-to-date on this topic at 
	jocogov.org/solar
	. 


	The legislative powers of Johnson County Government are vested in a seven-member Board of County Commissioners that exercises its authority to ensure the general health, safety and welfare of the public. 
	The legislative powers of Johnson County Government are vested in a seven-member Board of County Commissioners that exercises its authority to ensure the general health, safety and welfare of the public. 
	The board is composed of an at-large chairman and one representative from each of the six districts in the county. 
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	Community 
	gardens in 
	Johnson County


	BY ZAC HOPPENSTEDT 
	BY ZAC HOPPENSTEDT 

	When the weather warms up, interest 
	When the weather warms up, interest 
	When the weather warms up, interest 
	in starting or maintaining a home 
	garden tends to sprout up. Interest in 
	local, self-reliance through small forms 
	of agriculture grew significantly during 
	the pandemic and continues to increase 
	with more community members drawn 
	to backyard food production. 

	However, some may not have much in 
	However, some may not have much in 
	the way of greenspace for their gardens 
	beyond a balcony or sunny windowsill. 
	Container gardens for smaller edible 
	crops like herbs, leafy greens and 
	dwarf tomatoes can produce quite a bit 
	for those without access to a yard or 
	acreage. Others have turned to raising 
	vegetables in pots and other ingenious 
	hacks for gardening in a more limited 
	home space.

	The many benefits of community gardens
	In addition to providing adequate space 
	In addition to providing adequate space 
	for gardening, the abundance of local 
	community gardens in Johnson County 
	can provide opportunities to learn new 
	skills and meet other local residents 
	passionate about growing food. 

	Community gardens in the county are 
	Community gardens in the county are 
	diverse in their missions and what they 
	offer. The term “community garden” 
	can be used to describe a large garden 
	space where members rent a small 
	parcel or raised bed. Or, they can be 
	truly communal where volunteers 
	share space, tools and knowhow to 
	produce food for donation to pantries 
	or direct to those in need. Some 
	community gardens are affiliated with 
	parks, libraries, nonprofits, faith-based 
	organizations and schools.

	Johnson County K-State Research and 
	Johnson County K-State Research and 
	Extension and the Extension Master 
	Gardener program use demonstration 
	gardens to help educate the residents 
	about plant selection, cultural practices 
	and environmental practices. Johnson 
	County Extension and EMGs have a 
	network of nine gardens throughout the 
	county, some edible and others more 
	ornamental in focus.

	A garden that gives back
	In Olathe, the Johnson County WIC 
	In Olathe, the Johnson County WIC 
	Community Garden and Orchard 
	(established 2013) is located on a 
	quarter-acre green space at 11875 
	Sunset Drive. The garden is managed 
	by Extension staff and dedicated 
	volunteers with the aim to educate, 
	empower and feed families receiving 
	nutritional assistance. 

	Volunteer workdays are held every 
	Volunteer workdays are held every 
	Tuesday morning 8 a.m.–11 a.m., 
	April thru October.
	 Drop-ins are 
	welcome but registration for workdays 
	is encouraged and can be done by 
	visiting 
	https://www.johnson.k-
	state.edu/lawn-garden/
	. No special 
	equipment is required; tools are 
	supplied but it’s recommended that 
	participants bring closed-toe shoes, a 
	bottle of water, sunscreen, and their 
	favorite pair of gardening gloves.

	The WIC Community Garden hosts 
	The WIC Community Garden hosts 
	monthly pop-up farmers market from 
	10 a.m. –1 p.m. (every 2nd Thursday 
	from June-September). These come-
	and-go events are free and open to the 
	public. They include garden tours and 
	recipe testing to highlight seasonal 
	produce. Attendees can pick up fresh 
	organic vegetables to take home from 
	the market stand (donation suggested 
	 
	to support garden upkeep). 

	Learn more and plan for next year
	 

	To find a community garden in your 
	To find a community garden in your 
	area, check out this magazine’s back 
	cover. Although rental-plot programs 
	are usually reserved earlier in the year, 
	and may even have a waiting list, 
	 
	many of these gardens are open year-
	round to volunteers and host tours/
	special events for the public throughout 
	the growing season. It’s a great way to 
	learn more about small-scale fruit and 
	vegetable production and meet like-
	minded neighbors.

	For more information about community 
	For more information about community 
	garden opportunities and events contact 
	gardencoordinator@jocogov.org
	 
	and for general gardening questions, 
	plant ID, soil test, pest and disease 
	diagnostic use K-State Johnson County 
	Extension’s garden hotline either in 
	person at 11811 S. Sunset Dr. Ste. 1500 
	or email 
	garden.help@jocogov.org
	. 
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	Happy 60th 
	Happy 60th 
	Happy 60th 
	 
	to Johnson 
	County Mental 
	Health Center!


	BY SONIA KHOSLA
	BY SONIA KHOSLA

	Following a 1959 community health survey, the League of 
	Following a 1959 community health survey, the League of 
	Following a 1959 community health survey, the League of 
	Women Voters recommended forming a mental health center. 
	On January 18, 1962, the Board of County Commissioners 
	passed a resolution to create Johnson County Mental Health 
	Center (JCMHC), which operated from a clinic on West 
	80th Street in Overland Park with four staff members and an 
	annual budget of $83,176.65. 

	As programming expanded, JCMHC relocated to 95th and 
	As programming expanded, JCMHC relocated to 95th and 
	Antioch and remained in that building until 1972. The mental 
	health center received its first federal staffing grant in 1973 
	under the “Community Mental Health Center (CMHC)” Act. 
	Since the Act stipulated no grantee could serve a population 
	greater than 175,000, JCMHC was split into two operational 
	divisions: the Northeast and Southwest Mental Health 
	Centers. The receipt of those grants marked the beginning of 
	the transformation from a relatively small outpatient clinic to 
	a full-service community mental health center.

	In 1982, CMHC grants were converted into single block 
	In 1982, CMHC grants were converted into single block 
	grants to the states, which removed the population limitation 
	that required JCMHC to maintain two separate operational 
	divisions. The mental health center integrated its operations 
	into a single organization shortly thereafter.

	Beginning with Dr. H. Ivor Jones, JCMHC has had five 
	Beginning with Dr. H. Ivor Jones, JCMHC has had five 
	directors over its history that have helped shape and grow 
	mental health services in our community and communities 
	around the state and region.

	Hal Boyts consulted for the National Institute of Mental 
	Hal Boyts consulted for the National Institute of Mental 
	Health in the development of other mental health centers in 
	Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri. David Wiebe moved 
	as many services as possible into communities across Kansas 
	and helped in-state efforts to develop alternate responses 
	for law enforcement officers in crisis situations involving 
	people with mental illness, now known as crisis intervention 
	training or CIT.

	Today, Tim DeWeese leads a financially stable department 
	Today, Tim DeWeese leads a financially stable department 
	that has increased collaboration with other county 
	departments and prioritized programs like the Stepping Up 
	Initiative, an initiative to help people in the criminal justice 
	system who experience mental health challenges.

	The mental health center now provides a full array of mental 
	The mental health center now provides a full array of mental 
	health services and programs at five facilities across the 
	county in Mission, Shawnee and Olathe with over 250 
	clinical and direct care staff. Operations are overseen by the 
	Board of County Commissioners and an appointed advisory 
	board. Services have expanded to include specialized 
	programs for adults with severe mental illness, children with 
	serious emotional disturbance, individuals with substance 
	use disorder, the deaf and hard of hearing, the elderly, 
	victims of abuse, and juvenile and adult offenders. 

	JCMHC has an annual operating budget of more than $38 
	JCMHC has an annual operating budget of more than $38 
	million and employs over 370 staff members who provide 
	mental health and substance use services to 10,000 county 
	residents annually. The mental health center is more 
	committed than ever to building a healthy community 
	through excellence in community mental health.

	This year, Johnson County Mental Health Center is 
	This year, Johnson County Mental Health Center is 
	celebrating 60 years of service to our community and 
	honoring the first recipients of the North Star Award. The 
	award recognizes The mental health center’s brightest stars. 
	The winners will be announced at Friends of Johnson County 
	Mental Health Center’s fundraising event on June 16 from 
	6-9 p.m. at the Museum at Prairiefire in Overland Park. More
	information about Friends of Johnson County Mental Health
	Center can be found at 
	friendsofjcmhc.org
	.
	Span


	BY JODY HANSON
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	for three Johnson County Wastewater employees who worked on the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment expansion
	for three Johnson County Wastewater employees who worked on the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment expansion

	     Assistant Chief Engineer – Integrated Planning
	     Assistant Chief Engineer – Integrated Planning
	Tami Lorenzen

	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able 
	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able 
	to contribute? 
	My role has been as lead project manager, starting with the initial project definition phase and 
	continuing through construction. Previously I worked as a project manager for a private firm and had never 
	worked on improvements that directly impacted my community. The Tomahawk Creek project gave me the 
	opportunity to leverage all of my previous experience and apply it to this amazing facility. 

	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	This is the largest project 
	on which I’ve worked during my career and has been one of my primary focus for the past eight years. 
	Successful completion required a dedicated team of talented individuals expending a significant amount 
	of time and energy. While the work was never easy, it has been highly rewarding. 

	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	your work has on the public. 
	Without wastewater systems our community would be at increased risk for 
	many serious diseases. Wastewater also contributes to the economic health of our community in many ways, 
	including through direct and indirect employment opportunities, contributing to increased property values 
	and fostering responsible growth. 


	Artifact
	      Assistant Superintendent of Tomahawk Creek WWTF
	      Assistant Superintendent of Tomahawk Creek WWTF
	Jason Reaka

	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you 
	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you 
	able to contribute? 
	I started at Tomahawk in April of 2014 as a treatment operator and was here when 
	the demolition started in 2018. I officially returned in 2020 as one of the Assistant Superintendents. In the 
	beginning I was able to give my opinion as an operator and then later, I was able to look at the operation of 
	the plant from the management perspective.  

	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	It has been eye opening 
	to see everything that goes into the process from beginning to this point. Watching things go from 
	drawings on paper to functioning pieces of equipment and processes is exciting and satisfying.  We have 
	all spent a lot of time here to make this work and in the end it will make a difference for the county.

	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	 
	your work has on the public. 
	After wastewater leaves their houses, most people won’t think about it again. 
	If the people who work at our plants didn’t do the work that we do, we wouldn’t have the quality of streams 
	and rivers that we have. People also don’t realize how much actually goes into the process of cleaning the 
	water. When we give tours, people are amazed by the lengthy process it takes to make it safe to discharge 
	 
	to the stream.


	Artifact
	      Johnson County Wastewater Finance Manager
	      Johnson County Wastewater Finance Manager
	Julie Schornheuser

	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able 
	What was your role in the Tomahawk Creek facility expansion, and what perspective were you able 
	 
	to contribute? 
	As the JCW Financial Manager, my role was to assist the project team in all financial aspects 
	 
	of the capital project, such as bonding, budget preparation and rate modeling. The finance team provided 
	timely reporting and updates to project team.

	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	What was it like to work on such a massive, long-term county project? 
	It is not uncommon for 
	 
	JCW capital projects to cross multiple years, but the magnitude of this project from a financial 
	perspective was challenging at times. Knowing the expansion was the best path for JCW and our 
	ratepayers made it very rewarding!

	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	Tell us something the public might not know about the treatment of wastewater and the impact 
	 
	your work has on the public. 
	Everything you put down a drain in your home or flush comes to us! 
	 
	I am very proud of what JCW contributes. We protect the environment, serve our customers and enhance 
	our communities all in a day’s work!
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	to know to become 
	to know to become 
	to know to become 
	an election worker


	In 2022, Johnson County has a primary election on August 2 and a general election on November 8. Election workers 
	In 2022, Johnson County has a primary election on August 2 and a general election on November 8. Election workers 
	In 2022, Johnson County has a primary election on August 2 and a general election on November 8. Election workers 
	are vital to making sure the county has successful elections. Here are 10 things to know about being an election worker.


	BY MARK VAN BAALE
	BY MARK VAN BAALE

	1.  Help is needed not only on Election Day (primary and general) but also during advanced voting. 
	1.  Help is needed not only on Election Day (primary and general) but also during advanced voting. 
	Advance voting for the August 
	primary election begins in mid-July. Election workers have 
	opportunities to work at advanced voting sites if they wish. 

	2.  There are a few qualifications to being an election worker. 
	These include being a resident of 
	Johnson County, Kansas and being registered to vote at your 
	current address. 

	3.  Please keep in mind that you can’t be on the ballot
	 or related to anyone on the ballot in the 
	precinct where you are assigned to work at a polling place. 

	4.  Election workers go through a robust, mandatory training. 
	You will get four hours of 
	classroom training and one hour of hands on training, to 
	learn about the voting equipment, terminology and how to 
	help voters through the voting process.

	5.  Election workers get paid! 
	Currently, those who 
	volunteer to be an election worker are paid $110 a day. An 
	additional $25 is paid once you complete a training program. 

	6.  High school students can volunteer at polling locations on Election Day. 
	Students 
	must be at least 16 years of age at the time of the election in 
	which he or she is serving as a member of a precinct board. 
	They also need to be a United States citizen or a citizen at 
	the time of the election in which he or she is serving as a 
	member of a precinct board. Learn more at 
	jocoelection.
	org/student-workers
	. 

	7.  If you volunteer to work on Election Day, you will need to work the whole day. 
	Polling 
	sites are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day. Workers 
	will need arrive beforehand to help set up the site and work 
	the entire day.  Looking for a shorter work day? Ask the 
	Election Office about working during Advance Voting!

	8.  There are a variety of tasks to do. 
	Some of 
	the roles or tasks you can expect to perform at a polling 
	place include looking up voter names in the Poll Pad (iPad), 
	checking voter ID, setting up voting machines, greeting 
	voters at the door and escorting voters to the voting 
	machines and offering any assistance they need.

	9.  You’ll get an education, too. 
	The best 
	opportunity to learn about the Johnson County election 
	process is by being an election worker.

	10.  Learn more and apply now. 
	You can learn 
	more about becoming an election worker and fill out an 
	application at 
	jocoelection.org/election-workers
	. Also, 
	checkout a recent a JoCo on the Go podcast including 
	Election Commissioner Fred Sherman, and a Johnson 
	County resident who volunteers on Election Day, at 
	jocogov.org/podcast
	 (episode #132.)
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	Community Gardens 
	Community Gardens 
	Community Gardens 
	in Johnson County


	Find other community gardens near you at https://kccg.org/find-a-garden-near-you/.
	Find other community gardens near you at https://kccg.org/find-a-garden-near-you/.

	Artifact
	Olathe Community Gardens
	Olathe Community Gardens
	Old Town Garden:
	Old Town Garden:
	 215 E Loula St.
	 
	Fairview Garden:
	 207 N Pine St.
	 
	Spruce Street Garden:
	 near Spruce 
	St. and Kansas Ave.
	 
	913-971-9720

	Lenexa Community Gardens
	Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park:
	Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park:
	 West 
	 
	87th Street and Lackman Rd.
	 
	Electric Park:
	 Loiret Blvd 
	 
	& West 95th Street
	 
	Scouting Park:
	 Haskins St 
	 
	& W 94th St
	 
	913-477-7132 

	Lone Elm Garden - Christ Community Church
	21385 College Blvd.
	21385 College Blvd.
	 
	https://www.loneelmcg.org/

	Route 151 Garden - Journey Bible Church
	 

	151st and Pflumm, Olathe
	151st and Pflumm, Olathe
	 
	root151@journeybible.org

	Overland Park Community Garden (Oak Park Library)
	9500 Bluejacket St.
	9500 Bluejacket St.
	 
	opgarden@gmail.com

	New Haven SDA Church
	87th and Antioch, Overland Park
	87th and Antioch, Overland Park
	 
	https://www.newhavensda.org/ 

	Prairie Village Community Garden 
	 

	Harmon Park W 77th Pl 
	Harmon Park W 77th Pl 
	 
	& Delmar St.
	 
	Global Montessori 
	 
	(75th & Cherokee)
	 
	pvgarden@pvkansas.com

	Leawood Community Garden
	96th and Lee Blvd.
	96th and Lee Blvd.

	Pathway Church 
	159th and Blackbob, Olathe
	159th and Blackbob, Olathe
	 
	pathwaygardenadmin@gmail.com

	Colonial Presbyterian Church
	135th and Quivira
	135th and Quivira
	 
	https://www.colonialkc.org/
	getconnected/special/garden/

	Shawnee Presbyterian Church
	69th and Nieman area
	69th and Nieman area
	 
	http://www.shawneepres.org/
	community_garden.html
	 
	913-631-6689

	Mitzvah Garden at B’nai Jehudah Temple
	 

	12320 Nall, Overland Park
	12320 Nall, Overland Park
	 
	https://www.mitzvahgardenkc.com/

	WIC Garden 
	Ridgeview Rd. and Sunset Dr.
	Ridgeview Rd. and Sunset Dr.
	 
	https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/
	lawn-garden/wic-community-garden/
	index.html


	For Master Gardener 
	For Master Gardener 
	For Master Gardener 
	 
	Demonstration Sites:


	https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/
	https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/
	https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/
	demonstration-gardens/index.html






