
 

 

 

 

From: Angie Schieferecke 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Subject: Industrial-Scale Solar Farm Regulations 
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 6:07:29 PM 

[You don't often get email from angieschieferecke@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.] 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution when opening attachments 
or links.*** 

Hope the Board of County Commissioners does not accept your short sighted decisions regarding maximum 1000 
acres, 2 mile minimum, and 20 year.  You should look to a future utilizing renewable energy and do our part to 
provide a livable planet for our children.  Respectfully,  Angie Schieferecke 

Sent from my iPhone 

mailto:angieschieferecke@yahoo.com
mailto:Planner@jocogov.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:angieschieferecke@yahoo.com
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From: Miller, Karen, PLN 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Cc: Lynch, Megan, PLN 
Subject: FW: Solar Zoning Regulations for Johnson County 
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 10:13:24 AM 

Megan,  I forward the below e-mail to be included in public comments. 

From: Steven Clark <clarkville80@sbcglobal.net> 
Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2022 7:15 PM 
To: Eilert, Ed, BOC <Ed.Eilert@jocogov.org>; Allenbrand, Shirley, BOC 
<Shirley.Allenbrand@jocogov.org>; Hanzlick, Janee, BOC <Janee.Hanzlick@jocogov.org>; Meyers, 
Jeff, BOC <Jeff.Meyers@jocogov.org>; Ashcraft, Michael, BOC <Michael.Ashcraft@jocogov.org>; 
Fast, Becky, BOC <Becky.Fast@jocogov.org> 
Cc: Leipzig, Jay, PLN <Jay.Leipzig@jocogov.org>; Pendley, Sean, PLN <Sean.Pendley@jocogov.org>; 
Miller, Karen, PLN <Karen.Miller@jocogov.org>; BOCC-Clerk <BOCC-Clerk@jocogov.org> 
Subject: Solar Zoning Regulations for Johnson County 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Dear Johnson County BOCC Members, 

I am writing to urge your continued support for fair and reasonable solar zoning 
regulations per your votes at the April 4, 2022 BOCC meeting.  As you doubtless 
recall, you voted for solar zoning restrictions in accordance with the JOCO Planning 
Commissioner's recommendations from their October 2021 meeting.  The key solar 
zoning regulations you voted for are: 

A 25-year CUP term, with possibility of extension. 
Allow solar farms up to 2,000 acres, using the definition of site acreage from the 
draft zoning regulations. 
Allow solar farms in unincorporated JOCO up to 1.5 miles from existing city 
boundaries. 

I thank you again for voting for these zoning terms, which would make it possible for 
utility-scale solar farms to be permitted and built within the County.  Solar farms are 
commercially and environmentally proven for over 15 years; provide renewable, zero 
emission, and low-cost electrical generation; and would generate locally-sourced 
power for the growing Johnson County population.  They would minimally impact their 
non-participating neighbors regardless of dozens of baseless claims by solar 
opponents. 

You also doubtless know that the Planning Commissioners voted to recommend 
much stricter solar zoning regulations at their May 10, 2022 meeting.  In doing so, the 
majority of Planning Commissioners acted to uniquely restrict and harm solar farm 

mailto:Karen.Miller@jocogov.org
mailto:Planner@jocogov.org
mailto:Megan.Lynch2@jocogov.org
mailto:BOCC-Clerk@jocogov.org
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mailto:Sean.Pendley@jocogov.org
mailto:Jay.Leipzig@jocogov.org
mailto:Becky.Fast@jocogov.org
mailto:Michael.Ashcraft@jocogov.org
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mailto:Janee.Hanzlick@jocogov.org
mailto:Shirley.Allenbrand@jocogov.org
mailto:Ed.Eilert@jocogov.org
mailto:clarkville80@sbcglobal.net


• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

permitting, in spite the following indisputable points. 

The draft solar zoning regulations comprehensively address all credible solar 
farm impacts to non-participating neighbors and the environment, thereby 
mitigating remaining impacts to minor levels, if any.  Impacts comprehensively 
addressed includes soil health and erosion, stormwater pollution, light pollution, 
noise, setbacks from public  roadways and private residences, visual impacts, 
traffic, road damage, fire detection and protection, wildlife movement, protection 
of mature timber, solid waste and toxic waste, facility decommissioning and site 
restoration, and several others. 
Solar farms would provide a significant economic boost to the County. 
Solar farms are needed to combat climate change, to honor the County's 
commitment to climate change action, and to allow old and highly polluting 
nearby coal-fired power plants to be shuttered. 
Solar farms produce power less expensively than fossil-fueled power plants and 
are not subject to significant price escalation as natural gas-fired power plants 
are. 
Solar farms "pay their way" through significant property tax revenues after the 
initial exemption period and through project agreement payments including 
"payments in lieu of taxes", fire protection equipment and training payments, 
and CUP application review and project design and construction review 
payments for third party contractors to the County. 

I believe the Planning Commissioners who voted for twenty-year CUP terms did so 
intentionally as an effective ban on solar farms.  The Planning Commissioners heard 
from multiple independent solar industry experts multiple times that solar farms are 
very capital intensive, like many essential infrastructure projects such as water and 
wastewater treatment facilities and other types of power plants, none of which are 
built for a short twenty-year facility life.  Because of their high capital cost, solar farms 
need to be allowed to operate for a minimum of 25 to 30 years to spread their capital 
costs over many years.  As explained to the Planning Commissioners numerous 
times, solar modules have a 30 to 35 year design life and it makes no sense to 
arbitrarily limit facility CUP term to twenty years.  Planning Commission staff also 
advised the Planning Commissioners of multiple examples of 25 or 30 year CUP's 
allowed locally for solar plants and other facilities in unincorporated areas.  Credible 
evidence was also submitted to the Planning Commissioners confirming that almost 
all utility-scale solar facilities across the U.S. have been constructed under a CUP 
with no specified sunset date.  No known utility-scale solar facility has been built 
anywhere under a short twenty-year CUP; it could not receive commercial financing. 

I believe the Planning Commissioners who voted for a minimum two-mile distance 
between solar farms and any existing city boundary did so intentionally to extremely 
limit potential solar farm sites within the County.  With DeSoto's fairly recent 
annexation of the former Sunflower Army Ammunition site, if a two-mile minimum 
distance criteria was adopted, the remaining area within the County that could 
potentially host a solar farm would be only about 3 percent of the County land area. 
Some of the allowable solar site areas are so small and distant from existing 
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transmission facilities, that the realistic areas allowed for solar farms would only be 
about two percent of the County.  Additionally, the solar zoning regulations include a 
minimum distance criteria for solar farms, that would effectively mean just one or two 
solar farms could ever possibly be built in the county. 

I previously testified that, across the country, there are numerous examples of 
successfully operating solar farms located within city boundaries or immediately 
adjacent to cities.  There is nothing inherent about a solar farm that prevents it from 
being located within or adjacent to a city.  However, I realize that Johnson County is a 
fast-growing suburban county with cities like Olathe, Lenexa, Shawnee, and Overland 
Park that have grown out into rural areas for more than 30 years.  Establishing some 
minimum distance would allow Gardner and Edgerton to grow into the current 
unincorporated areas of southwestern Johnson County, and 1.5 miles should be more 
than adequate, while also allowing a much bigger potential area for solar farms. 

On this point, I note that Planning Commissioners who voted for much more stringent 
solar zoning regulations gave heavy weight to the written requests submitted by 
Edgerton and Gardner for larger future city expansion solar exclusion distances.  I 
believe those Planning Commissioners were disingenuous in citing these requests as 
they regularly cited testimony from the Planning Commission Staff, the Planning 
Commission's consultant, and others when it served their purposes in opposing solar 
while ignoring testimony from the same sources when it supported solar farms. 
Additionally: 

The BOCC and Planning Commission are obligated to consider, but not to 
comply with, the requests of cities for obvious reasons. 
Edgerton's most recent long term growth plans did NOT call for expansion north 
of their existing city boundaries towards areas desired by solar project 
developers.  Instead, expansion plans were to the south and southeast towards 
the key I-35 highway corridor.  Additionally, a significant stream, with its 
wetlands and flood zone, lies immediately north of Edgerton blocking its growth 
to the north.  Edgerton also welcomed the expansive intermodal facility within its 
city borders, an obviously more impactful land development project than a solar 
farm.  This casts doubt on the motives for Edgerton saying "Yes" to the 
Intermodal facility but "No" to potential solar farms. 
Likewise, it's logical that Gardner's most attractive growth areas are towards the 
east, southeast and south, again towards I-35.  It's further growth to the west 
would not be attractive due to lack of any existing arterial roads there. 
Additionally, there are hundreds of operating and non-operating oil and gas 
wells immediately west of Gardner's current western city limits.  It would be 
problematic, time consuming, and costly to resolve mineral rights issues, shut 
down and remove all oil well equipment, cap the wells, and remediate areas of 
soils contaminated by oil and gas products. 

Regarding site acreage, a maximum solar project site acreage of 2,000 acres is more 
appropriate than the restrictive 1,000 acres recommended by the Planning 
Commission on May10 for the following reasons. 
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The solar zoning regulations currently include a very restrictive definition for the 
"project site" acreage, which includes not only the solar array areas, but the 
electrical substation, battery energy storage facility, all access roads, and all 
required buffers surrounding the facility. The solar zoning regulations also 
include a "maximum coverage ratio" of 70% for the area within the solar array 
envelope that can be covered by solar modules.  The combined effects of these 
overlapping restrictions is that a nominal 1,000 acre site could perhaps have a 
solar capacity only in the 90 to 100 MW range instead of the 170 MW range 
without the restrictions.  Once again, this is an unnecessary restriction geared 
simply to limit and harm solar facilities. 
There is no other known county in the United States (except for Douglas 
County) that has enacted a maximum size limit on solar farms.  Instead, other 
counties consider whether a proposed project size and location is appropriate 
within the CUP process. 
Johnson County currently has no size restrictions on ANY OTHER type of land 
use; not warehouses, parking lots, or commercial or industrial developments of 
any type.  The logic for having a maximum project size solely applied to utility-
scale solar is unclear to me. 

I appreciate your public service and your past support for fair and reasonable solar 
facility zoning regulations.  I would very much appreciate your votes for the same 
solar zoning regulations at your upcoming BOCC meeting on this issue in June. 

Very best regards, 

Steven M. Clark, P.E. 
3422 Kensington Court 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 
916-705-3232 

p.s. my wife and her family own rural property in Johnson County, for which they've 
signed a lease agreement with a solar project developer.  My wife and I were both 
raised in Johnson County, attended public schools, and raised our own family in the 
County, living there over 40-years.  I'm am a degreed mechanical engineer, a 
registered professional engineer, and have worked in the power engineering and 
construction sector over 40 years, with over 15 years experience in solar project 
siting, development, permitting, design, and construction. 
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Let's make this happen! Johnson County needs utility-scale 
solar investments. Solar farms are a key component of 
our smarter energy future and the kind of sustainable 
development we support. 

Don't leave Kansas behind. We should be developing solar 
projects in our region, as our neighboring states are doing. 
This is s4stainable development that will net benefits for all. 

Count me in! 
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From: Miller, Karen, PLN 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Subject: FW: Senator"s Anti-Solar State Legislation Fails, Now Targeting County Zoning Law 
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 7:24:07 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 

image002.emz 
image003.png 

Public Comment 

From: Steven Clark <clarkville80@sbcglobal.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 7:12 PM 
To: Eilert, Ed, BOC <Ed.Eilert@jocogov.org>; Becky Fast <beckyforjohnsoncounty@gmail.com>; 
Hanzlick, Janee, BOC <Janee.Hanzlick@jocogov.org>; Allenbrand, Shirley, BOC 
<Shirley.Allenbrand@jocogov.org>; Meyers, Jeff, BOC <Jeff.Meyers@jocogov.org>; Ashcraft, 
Michael, BOC <Michael.Ashcraft@jocogov.org> 
Cc: Leipzig, Jay, PLN <Jay.Leipzig@jocogov.org>; Pendley, Sean, PLN <Sean.Pendley@jocogov.org>; 
Miller, Karen, PLN <Karen.Miller@jocogov.org>; BOCC-Clerk <BOCC-Clerk@jocogov.org> 
Subject: Senator's Anti-Solar State Legislation Fails, Now Targeting County Zoning Law 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Dear Johnson County BOCC Members, 
In case you have not seen a copy of this national PV industry news article, I'd like to 
submit a link for it. It's a short article, with some quotes from me in support of solar 
plus revealing comments from a local anti-solar leader, admitting that her Facebook 
page, Kansans for Responsible Solar includes information that's “Just horrible,” And 
regarding Senator Thompson videos posted to her FB page: “They are just 
counterfactual and not something we should have on the website.” 
I note again, that a member of the BOCC, who you know quite well, is publicly aligned 
with the anti-renewable views of Senator Mike Thompson and has routinely stated her 
anti-solar and anti-renewable views. That BOCC member has appointed members to 
the Johnson County Planning Commission who have actively opposed solar since the 
outset, with complete closed minds to the benefits and operating experience of the 
1,000 solar farms in the U.S. I believe that these actors have strongly helped foment 
the extremely misinformed anti-solar views of many local residents. 
Please continue to support fair and reasonable utility-scale solar zoning regulations in 
your upcoming meeting. 
Senator’s anti-solar state legislation fails, now targeting county zoning law 

mailto:Karen.Miller@jocogov.org
mailto:Planner@jocogov.org
https://pv-magazine-usa.com/2022/04/01/senators-anti-solar-state-legislation-fails-now-targeting-county-zoning-law/
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Senator’s anti-solar state legislation fails, now 
targeting county zonin... 
Kansas state Senator Mike Thomas has made several attempts at 
legislation that is considered anti-solar in his s... 

Thank you once again for your public service, 
Steven M. Clark, P.E. 
916-705-3232 
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fax a 913.831.3398 

PRIME www . primeKC.com 
DEVELOPMENT 

May 27, 2022 

Board of County Commissioners 
Johnson County Administration Building 
Olathe, KS 66061 
Via email 

Dear Commissioner, 

I have been following with interest the county review of the solar farm. Thank you for your 
work on regulations for Utility Scale Solar Facilities (USSF). This is an important step for 
Johnson County. However, it's imperative the final decisions allow for a quality development 
and not requirements that would strangle the scale of the project and, hence, limit its long
term benefits. For the record, I do not own any property in this area. I am writing solely for 
what I perceive to be a smart opportunity for all concerned. 

As I understand it, the current proposal limits the term of the Special Use Permit (SUP) for the 
USSF to twenty years. If you only knew, this is too short for the magnitude of this project. In 
my role of developing property in this county for decades, I cannot imagine other 
developments (such as warehouses, subdivisions, cell towers, etc.) being approved for a 
window of only twenty years. I would urge you to increase the term to 30 or even 35 years. 
own cell towers in our county and in other areas of the state and all of those leases start at 35 
years and auto-renew/extend. 

The trend in USSF is for larger facilities which can create additional power. This only benefits 
the public. At this time in Kansas, renewable energy such as wind and solar are the only 
market-based power sources available that offer customers a choice. The proposed regulations 
would limit USSF to only 1000 acres. I would think that you would want a larger footprint to 
accommodate the screening that you require. If you are going to do it, do it right. It goes 
without saying, you want a state-of-the-art facility. This is the future and we all know that. 

Thank you for your consideration of these points as you move forward to implementation. 
wish you the best. Note: Please include this in the public hearing record. 

Best regards, 

Cl~ ~ 
Prime Development 

cc: Jay Leipzig, Sean Pendley & Peg Tren~ ,., 

Dist i ct i~ e Prop erties 

Prime Development Land Company LLC C· 
13626 West 87th Street Pkwy, Lenexa, KS 66215 

L 

https://primeKC.com


To Commissioner Hanzlick, 

I sincerely ask that you consider the continued support of the large-scale solar 

development project recommendations, along with the rest of the Board of 

Commissioners. 

Please choose to push forward the support of a 25-year Conditional Use Pennit, the 

establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 
1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

The decision made by the Johnson County Planning Commission would set back our 

community. It would undoubtedly cause a stagnation ofeconomic growth that we 

desperately need. Please, choose to support next-generation renewable energy projects so 
that we may continue to prosper. 

Respectful Iy, 



To Commissioner Hanzlick: 

I write to you so that I can express my thoughts on a matter of importance. 

I believe that Johnson County will benefit greatly from new development projects such as those 
of a large-scale solar farm. However, I have it on good authority that the Johnson County 
Planning Commission has chosen to ignore a set of recommendations which would have been 
beneficial to our community's chances at being able to harbor such forms of projects. 

I'm sure you 're already aware of the boon which would come in the form of better and greater 
jobs for our workforce and the much needed assistance to our local economy. 

If we are to set things right, then I need you to continue your support of a 25-year Conditional 
Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the 
maintenance of a 1 .5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. 

Respectfully, 
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Dear Commissioner Hanzlick, 

Johnson County is in need of your assistance. 

The issue stands with the decision made by the Johnson County Planning Commission to not 
support a set of recommendations for the development and management of large-scale solar 
development projects. These recommendations included a 25-year Conditional Use Permit, the 
establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 
mile buffer zone from city limits. 

It is a matter of absolute necessity that these recommendations continue to be talked about and 
supported by yourself and the rest of the Board of Commissioners. We need to think about all 
the good that could come to Johnson County if we were to pass these recommendations, which 
includes the prospect of new jobs coming to our community and an abundance of much needed 
and well earned income that can go straight to boosting our economy. 

Please take my words into consideration. 

Respectfully, 



Dear Commissioner Janee Hanzlick, 

I ask that you continue your support of the recommendations for future large-scale solar 
development projects in Johnson County. These recommendations are: 

A 25-year Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 
acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Take this letter into consideration, and please think about the future of Johnson County when 
you continue the discussions of this topic. 

Respectfully, 
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Dear Commissioner Hanzlick, 

I respectfully write to you because I would like to express my desire for your continued support 
of the large-scale solar farm recommendations that were spoken of this past April. 

The Johnson County Planning Commission has chosen to ignore these recommendations. This 
will set back Johnson County unless you and the other members of the Board of 
Commissioners continue to deliberate on the matter. 

Please choose to push forward the support of a 25-year Conditional Use Permit, the 
establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 
mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Hanzlick, 

The Johnson County Planning Commission has made a mistake. 

By choosing to ignore a 25-year Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum 
project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits 
for future large-scale solar development projects, they Planning Commission has put Johnson 
County on track to lose out on a vast bounty of much needed financial assistance. 

I know that you and the rest of the Board of Commissioners are capable of assisting in bringing 
these recommendations to life, rather than letting them cease from existence. Do all that you 
can to ensure Johnson County's continued success. 

Humbly, 



To Commissioner Hanzlick, 

Recently, I was made aware of the fact that the Johnson County Planning Commission chose 
not to act on the recommendations for the management of large-scale solar development 
projects. 

This is a mistake. 

These recommendations would have been beneficial to Johnson County. It goes without saying 
that the number of jobs and the amount of money that could be brought in thanks to these solar 
project developments are greatly needed for our community. 

Please, act alongside the rest of the Board of Commissioners, and choose to continue your 
support of these recommendations, as you did in April. Choose to support a 25-year Conditional 
Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the 
maintenance of a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Sincerely, 

~~✓ 
~ 11 ~J qvs~ 



For Commissioner Hanzlick, 

I hope this letter finds you well. 

[ write to you regarding the Johnson County Planning Commission's decision on regulating 

large-scale solar farms. l'm stunned by their lack of consideration for the recommendations that 

were sent by you and your colleagues. I ask that as you and the rest of the Board of 

Commissioners continue to discuss this issue, that you continue to suppo1t your 

recommendations. 

Please ensure that Johnson County doesn't miss out on economic growth and do everything in 

your po\'.'Cr to allow these next-generation rencwahk e!1ergy projects to thrive i,r. our community. 

I respectfully request that you support the 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an 

automatic five year extension, to establ ish a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and that 

you keep a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

You already supported these measures in April. Please don't let your community down and 

continue to support these conditions. 

Sincerely, 



To my esteemed Commissioner Janee Hanzlick, 

Over the last few days I have been shocked to find out that a set of recommendations discussed 

in April over the issue of new large-scale solar developments in Johnson County had not come 
to pass. 

The Johnson County Planning Commission has, knowingly or unknowingly, made a mistake in 

not approving these recommendations. Johnson County is now at risk of losing out on jobs that 

would be beneficial to many of our residents. 

Please, choose to help fix this mistake by continuing your support of a a 25-year Conditional 

Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the 
maintenani:::e 0f ;:i 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

It's up to you now, and I know that you will make the right call. 

Sincerely, 

V 1/, 
111s s/Attr JI 



Dear Commissioner Hanzlick, 

I respectfully ask for your continued support of the below-mentioned recommendations for future 
large-scale solar developments in Johnson County. 

These recommendations include a 25-year Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a 
maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile buffer zone from 

city limits. 

We cannot let an issue as important as this one simply fizzle out. I urge you and the rest of the 
Board of Commissioners to continue conversations on this matter, and to keep the issue alive, 
despite the best efforts of the Johnson County Planning Commission. 

Thank you, 

. u,~ 
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4thTo : District Commissioner Hanzlick 

Dear Commissioner , 

I write to you because I know that you are capable of making 

a difference in our community . I know that you can make the 

right decision . 

I found myself in a state of distress when I found out that 

the Johnson County Planning Commission had chosen to ignore 
t he proposed recomme0dations for the regulation of 
large- scale solar development projects in Johnson County . It 
goes without saying that the only way forward - the correct 
way - would be to support a 25- year Conditional Use Permit , 

the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 
acres , and the maintenance of a 1 . 5 mile buffer zone from 

city limits . 

As I have it understood, you and the other members of the 
Board of Commissioners had supported these aforementioned 
recommendations this past April . I humbly ask that you 
continue your support on the matter , and to not let this 
conversation die out without so much as a fight on your part. 

I know that pos itive change can come for Johnson County , but 

we need your help , along with the help of the rest of the 
Board of Cornmissioners . Please , do the right thing- . 

Sincerely , 



4th District Commissioner Hanzlick: 

A grievous error has been committed by the Johnson County Planning Commission , and YOU 
have the power and authority to fix it. 

They have decided, bafflingly so, to ignore the set of recommendations discussed earlier in the 
year in April for the management of large-scale solar development projects in Johnson County. 
By doing this , the Planning Commission has placed us at risk of losing out on hundreds of jobs 
and thousands of dollars in revenue that would come directly to Johnson County. 

Here's where YOU come on. 

Please continue discourse on this matter. Do not let the issue be dropped without a moment's 
worth of contention from yourself or the rest of the Board of Commissioners. We need to have a 
25-year Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 
acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please take my letter, and no doubt the letters of many others, into consideration. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Commissioner Meyers , 

I ' m concerned by the Johnson County Planning Commission ' s
decision to reject the Board of Commissioners 'on regulating large-scale solar farms . 

recommendations 

When the Board met in April you and a majority of Commissioners
voted in favor of policies that would attract these developments
in the county . As you already know , these included a 2000 acre
cap for these projects , establishing a 1 . 5 mile buffer zone from
the projects ,
use permits (with a 

and setting a 25 year lease term for conditional5 year automatic extension) .
Please don ' t let these recommendations die . Letting this
development slip from the county will be disastrous to our
economy and long-term wellbeing . 

I hope you take my thoughts into consideration as you continue
to consider this issue . 

Sincerely , 



Dear Commissioner Meyers , 

I ' m concerned by the Johnson County Planning Commission ' son regulating large- scale solar farms . 

decision to reject the Board of Commissioners' recommendations
When the Board met in April you and a majority of Commissioners

voted in favor of policies that would attract these developments 

in the county . As you already know ,cap for these projects , 
these included a 2000 acrethe projects , 

establishing a 1 . 5 mile buffer zone from
and setting a 25 year lease term for conditional

use permits (with a 5 year automatic extension) .Please don ' t let these recommendationsdevelopment slip from the county will be disastrous to our 

die . Letting thiseconomy and long- term wellbeing. 
I 
to consider this issue . as you continue
Sincerely, 

hope you take my thoughts into consideration 



Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

I reside in Johnson County and want to voice my thoughts about renewable energy in our
community. Most large tech companies and manufacturers all have renewable energy goals and
Johnson County should be a place where renewable energy can be developed to help spur next
generation business growth. Having a large-scale solar farm in Johnson County is great for
businesses to relocate here for obvious proximity and ease of reaching those goals.
The Planning Commission's decision to limit lease permits on these projects to 20 years on
30-year renewable energy investments is not industry standard. Several engineers and industry
professionals have all testified that a 30-year permit was the industry standard and necessary
for the financial viability of a project like this. 

Please ensure that your recommendations remain in place as the Board of Commissioners
continues to consider this issue. 

Please take this into consideration as you move forward with your decision. 



Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

As a proud resident of Johnson County I would like to share myconcerns regarding renewable energy in our county. 

Johnson County has the chance to become a leader in renewableenergy production to assist and stimulate next-generation economicgrowth. As you know, a majority of tech businesses and manufacturingcompanies all have renewable energy ambitions. Because of theevident accessibility and simplicity of achieving those aims, having alarge-scale solar farm in Johnson County is fantastic for businesses tomigrate here. 

However, the Johnson County Planning Commission has once anginaproposed regulations that threaten this prosperous future. They haveignored the Board of Commissioners recommendations which, as younow, included a 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with anautomatic five year extension, a maximum project area of up to 2,000acres, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. These werereasonable and industry-guided policies. 

Please keep this in mind when you make your decision. I ask that youact in the best interest of our community and oppose the PlanningCommission's devastating regulations. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

As your constituent, I wanted to share my opinion on the new renewable energy
proposal. 

Don't you think Johnson County needs to do all in its power to stimulate economic
growth and job creation? A solar farm at the scale that has been proposed for this
community would provide ample opportunity for growth and economicproposerty, especially considering the countless manufacturers that are setting
high renewable energy goals. 

However, the Planning Commission's insistence on setting restrictive regulations
on these farms will prove detrimental for our community. I ask that you keep
fighting for your constituents and continue to support the recommendations that
you and your fellow county commissioners proposed during your April special
session. 

Please continue to support the 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an
automatic five year extension, a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and a
1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please oppose the Planning Commission's horrible plan for large-scale solar farms.
Thank you for your time and consideration. 



Dear Commissioner Meyers , 

I write to you regarding the Johnson County Planning Board ' s
most recent attack toward the proposed large scale solar farm in
the county . 

Our community has a chance to spearhead the renewable e nergy
movement that the rest of the world is adopting. Please don ' t
let this opportunity slip through your fingers . Continue to
support the regulations that you and your colleagues proposed
during your April special session . 
Please ensure that the following policies are established :

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an automatic• 
five year extension
A maximum project area of up to 2 , 000 acres• Keep a 1 . 5 mile buffer zone from city limits .

Thank you in advance for keeping my thoughts into consideration .
Sincerely , tiV"OCCJ~ 

~ \ 



The Honorable Jeff Meyers
Johnson County Courthouse
2nd District County Commissioner111 S Cherry St #3300
Olathe, KS 66061 

RE: Johnson County Planning Commission's Large Scale Solar Farm Ruling
Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

regulating large-scale solar farms in the county. 

I would like to express my concerns regarding the Planning Commission's most recent ruling on 

When you and your colleagues met in early April, as a group you rejected the Planning
Commission's restrictions on large-scale solar fanns. That put us a step closer to establishing our
community as a hub for renewable energy in this state. As a group, you also voted to establish a
25-year-limit lease on permits for these projects, to establish a 1.5 mile buffer zone between
these projects and city limits, and to set a maximum size for these farms to 2000 acres.Now the Planning Commission is once again setting our community back by going against you

and the rest of the board's recommendations. Please don' t let them threaten the future of our
community. 

I ask that you keep supporting your constituents, and continue to fight against the Planning
Commission's restrictions on large-scale solar farms. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

I hope this letter finds you well. 

I write to you regarding the Johnson County Planning Commission's decision onregulating large-scale solar farms. I'm stunned by their lack ofconsideration for therecommendations that were sent by you and your colleagues. I ask that as you and therest of the Board ofCommissioners continue to discuss this issue, that you continueto support your recommendations. 

Please ensure that Johnson County doesn't miss out on economic growth and doeverything in your power to allow these next-generation renewable energy projects tothrive in our community. I respectfully request that you support the 25-year-termConditional Use Permit with an automatic five year extension, to establish amaximum project area ofup to 2,000 acres, and that you keep a 1.5 mile buffer zonefrom city limits. 

You already supported these measures in April. Please don't let your communitydown and continue to support these conditions. 

Sincerely, 

1c 'Ju i /~ r., (f L c~/C - '(.~ ~l l, ~
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To: Commissioner Jeff MeyersCC: Chairman Ed Eilert
Johnson County Courthouse
2nd District County Commissioner111 S Cherry St #3300
Olathe, KS 66061 

From: Rober+- uhns.tm~s
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Dear Commissioner, 

Thank you in advance for your time in reading this letter.
I am concerned by the Planning Commission's actions to keep large-scale solar farms
from establishing themselves in our community. With the rest of the world moving to
renewable energy, the Planning Commission's actions will set our county back for
generations. 

You have already supported reasonable and industry standard regulations for these
solar farms. Please continue to look out for our community and support the 25 year
lease term Conditional Use Permits, the 2000 acre cap, and the 1.5 mile buffer zone
from city limits. 

Don't let the county fall behind the curve. 

Respectfully, 



Commissioner Jeff Meyers111 S. Cherry St
Olathe, KS 66061 

RE: Oppose the Planning Commission's Large-Scale Solar Farm Regulations
CC: Chairman Ed Eilert 

Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

Thank you in advance for accepting my letter and taking the time to hear me
out. 

The Johnson County Planning Commission is once again showing their
community that they don't want to be a part of progress. After the Board of
Commissioners had a lengthy meeting to propose reasonablerecommendations for large scale solar farms, the Planning Commission still
chose to ignore them and continue to push for "estrictive policies.I ask that you please don't go against the tides of progress and do everything in
your power to ensure our community can not only survive but also thrive in the
future of renewable energy. Please continue to support your recommendations.As your constituent, and someone who would like to see my community thrive
in this new era, I ask that you oppose the planning commission's restrictions
on large scale solar farms. 

Thank you again, 



Commissioner Meyers, 

Thank you in advance for accepting my letter and taking the time to hear me out. 

The Johnson County Planning Commission is once again proposing a set of restrictions on solarfanns that could threaten our community. They have ignored the reasonable recommendationsproposed by the Board of Commissioners and are showing their inclination to support fearmongering climate deniers instead of acting in the best interest of their community. 

Our community should welcome these technologies, not close the door on them before they evenget here. If our community were home to large-scale solar fanns, we could become the home toground-breaking tech companies. With nearly all major tech companies and manufacturers
committing to renewable energy, they could sec our community as a prime area to establishthemselves only if we also welcome large scale solar fanns. 

As your constituent, and someone who would like to see my community thrive in this new era, Iask that you oppose the planning commission's restrictions and continue to support your
recommendations: 

• A 25-year-tcrm Conditional Use Permit with an automatic five year extension
• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres
• Keep a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Sincerely,
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Cw;soJ ~~n ©o0
uv~ \o/J\\'-0; f)~~w~)y__~ ulodib 



Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

I write to you as a concerned constituent regarding the recent action taken by theJohnson County Planning Commission to regulate large-scale solar farms.
As you already know, when you and your colleagues met in April to discuss this matter,
you voted as a group to rescind the Planning Commission's restrictive regulations infavor of industry standard policies. It is very concerning that when the PlanningCommission met to consider these recommendations, they rejected the Board and we
are now back where we started, with restrictions that will surely hurt our economy and
overall well being. 

As the board continues to deliberate on this matter, please continue to protect the best
interest of your district by doing all you can to ensure this renewable energy project is
built in our community. Please continue to support the 25 year lease limit on CUPs, the
1.5 mile buffer zone from the project area to the city limits, and the 2000 acre cap onproject area. 

Please keep these comments in mind in your future debates. 
Thank you, 



Commissioner Jeff Meyers, 

As my county commissioner, l ask that you do all in your power to protect the best interests of
your constituents and community. Our world is changing, and it's changing quickly.
Manufacturers in eve1y industry are exponentially adopting renewable energy as their power
source. Imagine how attractive our county could be for these major job providers if we could
provide a major green power supply through a large-scale solar farm. 
As you already know, however, the County Planning Commission has continued to act as an
obstacle to this County's long tenn success. In their recent meeting the continued to support
restrictive policies that will predictably drive out any hopes of these energy projects from ever
establishing themselves in our community. 

As you and the remaining County Commissioners continue to discuss this issue, I respectfully
request that you support reasonable regulations for these farn1s. You and your colleagues have
already proposed common-sense regulations. Please continue to support the 25-year-term
Conditional Use Permit with an automatic five year extension, a maximum project area of up to
2,000 acres, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Shirley Allenbrand 

Johnson County Board ofCommissioners, District 6 

111 S Cherry St #3300 

0 lathe, KS 66061 

Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

First of all, thank you for your service to your constituents thus far. I write to you today to 

first express my staunch support for renewable energy in Johnson County. Secondly, I want 

to share my frustration toward the County Planning Commission 's insistence on opposing 

renewable energy projects such as the proposed large-scale solar fann. 

When the Board of Commissioners met in April to discuss the original restrictions proposed 

by the Planning Commission, you and a majority of your colleagues were rational enough to 

rescind the Planning Commission's regulations. At that moment, Johnson County got a step 

closer to permitting this once-in-a-lifetime project to establish itself in our community. 

rt's frustrating that a month later, in spite of the Board's recommendations and bountiful 

expert testimony, the Planning Commission fails to act in favor of progress. Once again, they 

are proposing restrictions that are unreasonable and snuff out any hope that our community 

will ever see a renewable energy plant to the scale that is being proposed now. 

Please don't let them set us up for failure. I ask that you continue to support regulations that 

were proposed during the April 4th special session which included a 25 year lease limit on 

conditional use permits, a 2000 acre cap on project area, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from the 

solar farm to city limits. 

I trust that you will continue to act based on reason as you continue to discuss this matter. I 

hope you take my thoughts into consideration and appreciate your time in reading my letter. 

Sincerely, 



Commissioner Allenbrand, 

To keep it simple, please oppose the Planning Commission's most recently 
restrictions on large scale solar farms. 

You already supported common sense regulations, and I hope we can 

count on you once more. Please support the following policies: 

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year 
extension) 

• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

The future of Johnson County rests on your hands. I hope you consider my 
letter when you vote on these regulations. 

Sincerely, 



Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Our community has aonce-in-a-lifetime opportunity to become ahub for renewable energy. I hope 

you real ize the importance of this, not only for environmental sustainability, but also to increase 

business and job opportunities in Johnson County. However,green lighting the planning committee 

rules on large-scale solar farms will cripple our community when competing with the outside world. 

Please don't fail your district and keep supporting the regulations that you and the Board sent to 

the Planning Commission in April. For the future of this community, ensure that the following is 

passed: 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year extension, amaximum 

project area of up to 2,000 acres, and a1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

I hope you can take my thoughts into consideration in the incoming days. 

Sincerely, 

~£k 
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.To my County Commissioner, Shirley Allenbrand, 

Please consider opposing the County Planning Commission's plan to place 

restrictions on the large solar farm set to be brought to Johnson County. 

You and the Board of Commissioners have already taken the right steps to 

ensure a bright future for our community. I ask that you continue to do the 

same and support the following policies: 

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year 

extension} 

• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Take my voice, and those of others, into consideration and reject the County 

Planning Commission's proposal to enact unnecessary restrictions on 

renewable energy. 

Thank you, 
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Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

As a proud resident of Johnson County, I want what is best for 
the future of our community. 

Renewable energy is the immediate future for the rest of the 
world. From companies that lead in the field of technology, to 
car manufactures of all ranges , all have made goals to increase 
their use of renewable energy. Some of these firms have even 
committed to fully go renewable in the near future. 

How are we supposed to compete against neighboring communities 
and the rest of the country if the Planning Commission is 
effectively telling renewable energy companies they are not 
welcome here? 

Please continue to be the voice of reason in this issue . I have 
faith that you and the Board of Commissioners will once again 
propose regulations that are reasonable and comply with 
renewable-energy standards followed throughout the country. 

I respectfully request that you continue to support the 25-year 
Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project 
area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile 
buffer zone from city limits . 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Ct'ott 



Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

I've been informed that there are proposed restrictions for a large-scale solar farm 

here in Johnson County from the Planning Commission. 

If the County Planning Commission were to have their way, we will never see this 

project come to fruition. I urge you to support a 25-year-term Conditional Use 

Permit (with an automatic five year extension, a maximum project area of up to 

2,000 acres, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Do what's right for us and our community and OPPOSE the Planning Commission's 

restrictions on large-scale solar farms. 

Thank you, 



Dear Commissioner Allenbrand: 

As your constituent I want to express my staunch support for renewable 

energy in our county, especially through solar farms. I ask that you uphold 

your responsibility to this county's wellbeing and oppose the County 
Planning Commission's crippling rules on large-scale solar farms. 

I ask that you continue to support policies you already voted in favor of: 

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year 

extension) 
• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you, 

/j,J,J,J~ 
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Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Thank you in advance for taking my letter into consideration. 

As your constituent, I ask that you act in favor of the interests of your district and 

community as a whole. Please don't give in to the misguided decision making adopted by 

the Johnson County Planning Commission. It is apparent that they would rather follow the 

non-scientific rhetoric of a small, yet vocal group in the county which cares more about how 

pretty their backyard looks than the survival of our local economy. The reality is everyone, 

from car manufactures, to tech companies, and everything in between and beyond, is not 

only embracing renewable energy, but will soon completely abandon fossil fuels. 

Our county has been granted the perfect solution to this renewable energy dilemma with 

the proposed large-scale solar farm, which, if built, would be the largest of its kind in the 

country. We could become a hub for solar energy, attracting these companies that could 

drive our economy into a prosperous future. 

The Planning Commission has crippled us with their insistence on passing restrictions that 

would deter these projects from considering Johnson County as their home. In April, you 

and most of the Commissioners in the Board attempted to set us up for success when you 

recommended the Planning Commission to adopt sensible policies for these solar farms. Of 

course, as you and the county already know, the Planning Commission is not understanding 

the urgency of this matter. 

Please continue to support the regulations you sent the Planning Commission during that 

April meeting, and urge your colleagues to do the same. I highly doubt we will ever get this 

opportunity once again. Don't fail us now. 

Respectfully, 



To Commissioner Shirley Allenbrand, 

I'm quite alarmed by the Johnson County Planning Commission's continued attempts at crippling the chances 

for Johnson County to survive in afuture of renewable energy. It's crystal clear, whether you want it to be true 

or not, that the world is abandoning fossil fuels. Whether it be solar, wind, or any other form of alternative 

fuel, everyone is adopting renewable energy as their power supply. How is it sensible for the county to not 

only ignore renewable energy generators, but to actively legislate in order to keep them out? 

That is exactly what the Planning Commission is doing with their continued restrictions on large scale solar 

farms. Once again, they are advocating for some of this country's most restrictive policies on solar farms. 

I know you and amajority of Commissioners are in agreement with me, considering the common sense 

proposals you approved during the April meeting. I ask you that you keep pushing for these policies. Please 

keep the Planning Commission from sabotaging our community's hope of surviving this new era and vote in 

favor of the regulations you already supported: 

• A25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year extension) 

• Amaximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please don't fail your constituents like the Planning Commission has done to us. 

Thank you, 
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Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Regarding the regulations on large scale solar farms, I respectfully request that 

you continue to support the policies you had originally sent to the Johnson 

County Planning Commission. 

As you already know, these are: 

• Establishing a 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an automatic 

five year extension 

• Setting a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• Establishing a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please think about the community and the profound impact that the County 

Planning Commission's decision will have on us. It will be nothing short of a 

disaster, but you have the power to make sure we avoid it. 

Respectfully, 

~ ~ / ~ . ~>-A·~ 
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Commissioner Allenbrand, 

As a resident of Johnson County, and someone who wishes to see my county 

thrive in afuture of renewable energy, I ask that you oppose the planning 

commission's restrictions and continue to support your recommendations: 

• A25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an automatic five year 

extension 

• Amaximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• Keep a1.5 mi le buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you, 



Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Johnson County needs your help if it is to move forward toward a better and brighter 

future. The County Planning Commission wants to place restrictions on beneficial solar 

farm projects for our community, something that I can't fathom the thought process 

behind. 

When the Board met in April you and a majority of Commissioners voted in favor of 

policies that would attract these developments in the county. I ask that you please support 

the 25-year Conditional Use Permit with an automatic 5-year extension, the establishment 

of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the 1.5 mile buffer zone from city 

limits. 

We are entrusting the future of our community in your hands. Please do the right thing. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Allenbrand, 

As aresident of Johnson County, and someone who wishes to see my county 

thrive in afuture of renewable energy, I ask that you oppose the planning 

commission's restrictions and continue to support your recommendations: 

• A25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an automatic five year 

extension 

• Amaximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• Keep a1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you, 



Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

I've been informed that there are proposed restrictions for a large-scale solar farm 
here in Johnson County from the Planning Commission. 

If the County Planning Commission were to have their way, we will never see this 
project come to fruition. I urge you to support a 25-year-term Conditional Use 
Permit (with an automatic five year extension, a maximum project area of up to 
2,000 acres, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Do what's right for us and our community and OPPOSE the Planning Commission's 
restrictions on large-scale solar farms. 

Thank you, 

k5 



Commissioner Shirley Allenbrand 

Johnson County Board of Commissioners, District 6 
111 S Cherry St #3300 
Olathe, KS 6606 I 

Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

First of all, thank you for your service to your constituents thus far. I write to you today to 

first express my staunch support for renewable energy in Johnson County. Secondly, I want 

to share my frustration toward the County Planning Commission's insistence on opposing 
renewable energy projects such as the proposed large-scale solar farm. 

When the Board of Commissioners met in April to discuss the original restrictions proposed 

by the Planning Commission, you and a majority of your colleagues were rational enough to 

rescind the Planning Commission's regulations. At that moment, Johnson County got a step 

closer to pe1mitting this once-in-a-lifetime project to establish itself in our community. 

It's frustrating that a month later, in spite of the Board's recommendations and bountiful 

expert testimony, the Planning Commission fails to act in favor of progress. Once again, they 

are proposing restrictions that are unreasonable and snuff out any hope that our community 

will ever see a renewable energy plant to the scale that is being proposed now. 

Please don't let them set us up for failure. 1ask that you continue to support regulations that 

were proposed during the April 4th special session which included a 25 year lease limit on 

conditional use permits, a 2000 acre cap on project area, and a 1.5 mile buffer zone from the 
solar farm to city limits. 

I trust that you will continue to act based on reason as you continue to discuss this matter. I 

hope you take my thoughts into consideration and appreciate your time in reading my letter. 

Sincerely, 



Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Thank you in advance for taking my letter into consideration. 

As your constituent, I ask that you act in favor of the interests of your district and 

community as a whole. Please don't give in to the misguided decision making adopted by 

the Johnson County Planning Commission. It is apparent that they would rather follow the 

non-scientific rhetoric of a small, yet vocal group in the county which cares more about how 

pretty their backyard looks than the survival of our local economy. The reality is everyone, 

from car manufactures, to tech companies, and everything in between and beyond, is not 

only embracing renewable energy, but will soon completely abandon fossil fuels. 

Our county has been granted the perfect solution to this renewable energy dilemma with 

the proposed large-scale solar farm, which, if built, would be the largest of its kind in the 

country. We could become a hub for solar energy, attracting these companies that could 

drive our economy into a prosperous future. 

The Planning Commission has crippled us with their insistence on passing restrictions that 

would deter these projects from considering Johnson County as their home. In April, you 

and most of the Commissioners in the Board attempted to set us up for success when you 

recommended the Planning Commission to adopt sensible policies for these solar farms. Of 

course, as you and the county already know, the Planning Commission is not understanding 

the urgency of this matter. 

Please continue to support the regulations you sent the Planning Commission during that 

April meeting, and urge your colleagues to do the same. I highly doubt we will ever get this 

opportunity once again. Don't fail us now. 

Respectfully, 



.To my County Commissioner, Shirley Allenbrand, 

Please consider opposing the County Planning Commission's plan to place 

restrictions on the large solar farm set to be brought to Johnson County. 

You and the Board of Commissioners have already taken the right steps to 

ensure a bright future for our community. I ask that you continue to do the 

same and support the following policies: 

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year 

extension) 

• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Take my voice, and those of others, into consideration and reject the County 

Planning Commission's proposal to enact unnecessary restrictions on 

renewable energy. 

Thank you, 
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To Commissioner Shirley Allenbrand, 

I'm quite alarmed by the Johnson County Planning Commission's continued attempts at crippling the chances 
for Johnson County to survive in afuture of renewable energy. It's crystal clear, whether you want it to be true 
or not, that the world is abandoning fossil fuels. Whether it be solar, wind, or any other form of alternative 
fuel, everyone is adopting renewable energy as their power supply. How is it sensible for the county to not 
only ignore renewable energy generators, but to actively legislate in order to keep them out? 

That is exactly what the Planning Commission is doing with their continued restrictions on large scale solar 
farms. Once again, they are advocating for some of this country's most restrictive policies on solar farms. 

I know you and amajority of Commissioners are in agreement with me, considering the common sense 
proposals you approved during the April meeting. I ask you that you keep pushing for these policies. Please 
keep the Planning Commission from sabotaging our community'shope of surviving this new era and vote in 
favor of the regulations you already supported: 

• A25-year-term Conditional Use Permit {with an automatic five year extension) 
• Amaximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• A1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please don't fail your constituents like the Planning Commission has done to us. 

Thank you, 



Dear Commissioner Allenbrand: 

As your constituent I want to express my staunch support for renewable 
energy in our county, especially through solar farms. I ask that you uphold 
your responsibility to this county's wellbeing and oppose the County 
Planning Commission's crippling rules on large-scale solar farms. 

I ask that you continue to support policies you already voted in favor of: 

• A25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year 
extension) 

• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 
• A1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Thank you, 
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Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Johnson County needs your help if it is to move forward toward a better and brighter 

future. The County Planning Commission wants to place restrictions on beneficial solar 

fa1111 projects for our community, something that I can't fathom the thought process 

behind. 

When the Board met in April you and a majority of Commissioners voted in favor of 

policies that would attract these developments in the county. I ask that you please support 

the 25-year Conditional Use Permit with an automatic 5-year extension, the establishment 

of a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres, and the 1.5 mile buffer zone from city 
limits. 

We are entrusting the future of our community in your hands. Please do the right thing. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Our community has aonce-in-a-lifetime opportunity to become ahub for renewable energy. I hope 

you realize the importance of this, not only for environmental sustainability, but also to increase 

business and job opportunities in Johnson County. However, green lighting the planning committee 

rules on large-scale solar farms will cripple our community when competing with the outside world. 

Please don't fail your district and keep supporting the regulations that you and the Board sent to 

the Planning Commission in April. For the future of this community, ensure that the following is 

passed: 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year extension, a maximum 

project area of up to 2,000 acres, and a1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

I hope you can take my thoughts into consideration in the incoming days. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Commissioner Allenbrand, 

Regarding the regulations on large scale solar farms, I respectfully request that 

you continue to support the policies you had originally sent to the Johnson 

County Planning Commission. 

As you already know, these are: 

• Establishing a 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit with an automatic 

five year extension 

• Setting a maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres 

• Establishing a 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

Please think about the community and the profound impact that the County 

Planning Commission's decision will have on us. It will be nothing short of a 

disaster, but you have the power to make sure we avoid it. 

Respectfully, 
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Dear Commissioner Allenbrand , 

As a proud resident of Johnson County , I want what is best for 
the future of our community . 

Renewable energy is the immediate future for the rest of the 
world. From companies that lead in the field of technology , to 
car manufactures of all ranges , all have made goals to increase 
their use of renewable energy . Some of these firms have even 
committed to fully go renewable in the near future . 

How are we supposed to compete against neighboring communities 
and the rest of the country if the Planning Commission is 
effectively telling renewable energy companies they are not 
welcome here? 

Please continue to be the voice of reason in this issue. I have 
faith that you and the Board of Commissioners will once again 
propose regulations that are reasonable and comply with 
renewable-energy standards followed throughout the country. 

I respectfully request that you continue to support the 25-year 
Conditional Use Permit, the establishment of a maximum project 
area of up to 2,000 acres, and the maintenance of a 1.5 mile 
buffer zone from city limits . 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter . 

Sincerely, 



Commissioner Allenbrand, 

To keep it simple, please oppose the Planning Commission's most recently
restrictions on large scale solar farms. 

You already supported common sense regulations, and I hope we can
count on you once more. Please support the following policies: 

• A 25-year-term Conditional Use Permit (with an automatic five year
extensior1) 

• A maximum project area of up to 2,000 acres
• A 1.5 mile buffer zone from city limits. 

The future of Johnson County rests on your hands. I hope you consider my
letter when you vote on these regulations. 

Sincerely, 
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