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COVID-19

By Barbara Mitchell
The Federal Drug Administration has authorized, and 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recom-
mended, a second booster dose for certain individuals. 

CDC updated its recommendations on March 29 to 
allow certain immunocompromised individuals and people 
over the age of 50 who received an initial booster dose 
at least four months ago to be eligible for another mRNA 
(Pfizer or Moderna) booster to increase their protection 
against severe disease from COVID-19.

In addition, CDC recom-
mends adults who received a 
primary vaccine and booster 
dose of Johnson & Johnson’s 
Janssen COVID-19 vaccine 
may now receive a second 
booster dose using an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine at least 
four months after the first 
booster dose.

The CDC explained, 
“data continue to show the 
importance of vaccination and 
booster doses to protect indi-
viduals from infection and se-
vere outcomes of COVID-19. 
For adults and adolescents 

eligible for a first booster dose, these shots are safe and 
provide substantial benefit. 

During the recent Omicron surge, those who were 
boosted were 21-times less likely to die from COVID-19 
compared to those who were unvaccinated, and seven-times 
less likely to be hospitalized. CDC continues to recommend 
that all eligible adults, ado-
lescents and children 5 and 
older be up to date on their 
COVID-19 vaccines, which 
includes getting an initial 
booster when eligible.” 

The updated recom-
mendations acknowledge 
the increased risk of severe 
disease in certain popula-
tions, including those who are 
elderly or over the age of 50 
with multiple underlying con-

ditions, along with the currently available data on vaccine 
and booster effectiveness. 

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
and Johnson County Department of Health and Environ-
ment fully supports these recommendations and encourages 
all COVID-19 vaccine providers to begin immediately 
providing a second booster dose for all eligible individuals. 

Vaccinations are available at many places in Johnson 
County, doctors’ offices, pharmacies and at the Johnson 
County Department of Health and Environment. 

For the latest information about COVID-19, including 
vaccines, go to jocogov.org or call 913-715-2819, Monday 
– Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
Barbara Mitchell is director of the Community Health Division 
for the Johnson County Department of Health and Environment. 
The information in this article was accurate at the time of pub-
lishing but is subject to change as new data becomes available.

Eryen Nelson
Study Coordinator 

(913) 945-7349
 enelson5@kumc.edu

 For more information contact:

Participants are needed for a clinical trial at the University of Kansas
Medical Center to assess the effectiveness of cognitive behavioral

therapy for insomnia on improving cognitive functioning in older adults
with symptoms of insomnia. Participants will be paid $200-$300 for

completing the study.

60-85 years old
Difficulty falling asleep, maintaining sleep, or waking
up too early at least 3 nights a week during the last 6
months
Not currently taking any medications to aid with sleep
Required to participate in 13 sessions over 15 months
Other eligibility criteria to be assessed by phone call

Eligibility :On the Cover: 
Chris Halford stands in front 
of the Theater in the Park 
mural at the Johnson Coun-
ty Arts & Heritage Center, 
Overland Park. He began 
acting in TIP shows in 2003.

Cover photo/Paul Andrews

Update: Get a second booster dose
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To learn more about our Active Independent Living 
community, call 913.738.4969

©2022 Discovery Senior Living. All Rights Reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal 
without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living. WMC-0174 1/22

Find Us Online At www.dsl.link/bt
6050 Broadmoor Street, Mission, KS 66202

Active Independent Living

STRENGTH TRAINING   
CARDIO • BALANCE 

FLEXIBILITY
REHAB & THERAPY 

The Welstone At Mission Crossing 
offers a wealth of amenities for 
seniors seeking an active lifestyle.    
At the heart of it all is FitCamp®, a 
best-in-class, cutting edge health, 
fitness and lifestyle solution created 
with seniors in mind.
Count on our FitCamp® personal 
trainer to customize a safe fitness 
plan for an experience that is fun 
and flexible, and just as practical for 
beginners as it is for seniors who 
exercise every day!

Staying healthier for longer is key to better quality of life, and that’s 
what makes FitCamp® such an exciting and powerful wellness initiative.

- Richard J. Hutchinson, CEO
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DEADLINE FOR EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING COPY IS THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION 

Best Times
The Best Times, a bimonthly 
publication of Johnson County 
Government, is mailed at no cost 
to Johnson County residents 
60 and over. Subscriptions are 
available for $20 annually for those 
who do not qualify. If you are 
interested in receiving The Best 
Times, call 913-715-8930.
On the web: The Best Times is 
available online at jocogov.org.

Mission: The Best Times is a 
bimonthly magazine provided for 
all Johnson County residents age 60 
plus, publishing articles that inform, 
challenge, support, entertain and 
persuade.

Contributions to support the 
mission of The Best Times must be 
made payable to The Best Times 
and mailed to the address on the 
far right.

Publishing of letters from readers, 
opinion columns or advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or 
Johnson County Government. 

Director of Public Affairs and 
Communications: Jody Hanson
913-715-0730 
email: jody.hanson@jocogov.org

Editor: Gerald Hay, 913-715-0736                 
email: gerald.hay@jocogov.org
800-766-3777 TDD

Circulation: 913-715-8930 
Advertising Sales: 
Tim Phenicie, 913-715-8920 
email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
The Best Times address: 
111 S. Cherry Street, Suite 3300  
Olathe, KS 66061 
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The results from the 2022 Best Times Magazine Read-
ership Survey are in.

The survey of eight questions was completed by 503 
readers (about 70% online, 30% by mail) and provided 
ample food for thought. We appreciate the insights, feed-
back and suggestions! The survey four years ago had 98 
submissions (about 25% online, 75% by mail).

The 2022 survey indicates:
• 98% read every or most issues
• 96% rate the quality of The Best Times at excellent 
or good
• 89% read all or most of each issue
• 64% visited a website that was provided in magazine 
for more information
• 63% have saved/shared an article or issue
• 53% have attended an event or enrolled in a program
Health and wellness information tops the very-in-

terested list at 71% followed by aging trends and senior 
advice at 60%, entertainment/travel at 49% and elder law/
legal issues and resources at 45%. 

Senior discounts in restaurants, programs, events or 
advertising found a 54% very-interested response.

Themes that emerged from related comments showed 
a desire for more content on senior and health issues, 
computer and cellphone tips/advice/training for seniors, 
consumer articles, options for senior living and senior 
transportation, dental topics, legislative advocacy tips and 
downsizing hints. 

Part-time job opportunities for seniors and travel op-
portunities were also suggested.

We’ll consider these suggestions and others as well.
Articles on Johnson County history were quite popu-

lar along with gardening information, 50 Plus insert and 
the calendar of events. 

The data reflects most respondents still prefer reading 
The Best Times in print vs. online.

We remain committed to crafting a publication that 

continues to engage The Best Times readership while also 
embodying the magazine’s commitment to addressing the 
increased costs to produce and mail. 

This year, we selected a slightly lighter paper weight, 
which reduces only the print cost. That slight gain has al-
ready been offset by inflation with higher costs for paper 
and ink. The costs for labor to print and transportation and 
fuel – getting the paper from mills to the printing presses 
– also have risen. An 8.5% increase in postal is anticipat-
ed in July.

The survey again proved The Best Times remains 
popular with general support of its editorial diversity. 
The results also affirmed no consideration to move the 
magazine solely online or impose a cost to receive the 
publication. The Best Times will remain a FREE bimonth-
ly publication by mail and accessible online and a digital 
option with a growing readership that's now more than 
80,000 for each issue. 

Signing up for the digital option is as easy at clicking 
on jocogov.org/TheBestTimes, completing a short form 
and submitting the information. The form asks your name, 
mailing address and email. Once that information is re-
ceived and placed into the distribution of The Best Times, 
readers choosing the digital option will no longer receive 
the print edition by mail. That’s important in addressing 
the rising costs of producing The Best Times.

In closing, congrats to Janet Bachnick and Linda 
Skinner, who won the drawing for a $25 gift card from the 
Johnson County Park and Recreation District for partici-
pating in the 2022 survey.

We were informed from and had fun with the 2022 
survey. We also have fun working at The Best Times mag-
azine. A lot of that has to do with our purpose and goal 
of informing and supporting Johnson County’s 60-plus 
residents with the hope of the best times ahead for all.

Thanks.  

the editor’s view

Survey results offer lots of input
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It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live Them

Come see our Newly Renovated Community
Condo-style Residences with unique inclusive offerings,

before you decide. 

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next to door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200         
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery  www.mission-square.com 

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

Visit Website
mission-square.com

Open House 3rd 
Weds 10:30 AM

TToouurrss  BByy
AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt

Exercisers are invited to join in on a fun way to get 
moving without feeling like it’s exercise!  

Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s 50 
Plus Program’s Zumba Gold classes offer a chance to 
dance like no one is watching! Zumba Gold puts low-and- 
high-intensity moves to Latin music. 

The certified Zumba instructor, Angie, has been 
teaching Zumba and Zumba Gold since 2012 and tells her 
class, “no judgment and no pressure” and “where else can 
you exercise for 50 minutes and not look at the clock once 
because you are having such a good time?”  

Angie guarantees participants will leave class with a 

smile on their face. She is passionate about helping older 
adults on their fitness journey. 

Classes meet at the Roeland Park Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Dr. A new session begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 4, or at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 7. Ad-
ditional sessions are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 8, and at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 11. 

Sessions are $39/$43 nonresidents for five, 50-min-
ute classes. Patrons can attend one class for free to try 
it before buying it. Reserve the one free class by calling 
913-826-3160. To register for a full session, call 913-831-
3359.    

Nearby trails
greet walkers
in May, June

Walkers can explore two 
regional trails with Johnson 
County Park and Recreation 
District’s 50 Plus Program 
this summer, including:  
• Eisenhower State Park – 
Enjoy a ranger-guided walk 
of the pristine Eisenhower 
State Park in Osage County 
followed by a drive through 
the park. Walk will be on a 
gravel-packed natural trail.  
Lunch at Applebee’s after-
ward with lunch costs on 
your own. Thursday, May 
12.  $31/$33 nonresidents. 
Departs at 8 a.m.   
• Baker Wetlands – Take 
a guided hike through the 
Baker Wetlands Trail in 
Douglas County. Walk will 
be on a gravel-packed and 
mowed grass natural trail 
After, enjoy time in the Dis-
covery Center and gift shop. 
Lunch will be at Mr. Brew’s 
Taphouse with lunch costs 
on your own.  Thursday, 
June 16.  $31/$33 nonresi-
dents. Departs at 9:15 a.m.

Transportation for both 
walks departs from Antioch 
Park, 6501 Antioch Road, 
Merriam. 

Pre-registration is re-
quired by calling 913-831-
3359 or online by visiting 
the Nature Walks page at 
jcprd.com/50plus.  

Exercisers can go gold with Zumba classes
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AHS welcomes new director
Tim Wholf joined Johnson County 

Government on April 11, 2022 as the 
new director of Aging and Human Ser-
vices (AHS). 

Wholf spent the majority of his 
career with the State of Missouri 
where he worked in public safety and 
human services, including holding 
several leadership positions, for more 
than 30 years. He has a passion for 
public service.

“I am so excited about the oppor-
tunity to work with Johnson County, 
but more specifically the Department 
of Aging and Human Services.  I have 
spent my career working with vulner-
able populations, and look forward to 
continuing to serve these populations 
in my new role,” Wholf said.

“As the 60-plus population contin-
ues to grow in Johnson County, their 
needs will continue to increase and 
we need to be ready to address them.  
Services provided by the Department 
are vital to Johnson County.”

The new director comes to AHS 
from the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities in the State of Missouri’s 

Department of Mental Health, where 
he has been the director since 2014. 
In that role, he oversaw two regional 
offices with more than 125 employees 
and managed the division’s financial, 
strategic and operational functions.

Prior to that, Wholf worked for the 
State of Missouri’s Board of Probation 
and Parole within the Department of 
Corrections. He began there as a pro-
bation and parole officer, and then rose 
through the ranks as a unit supervisor, 
worked in several administrator roles 
and then served as superintendent 
(warden) for one and a half years.

In addition to possessing strong 
leadership skills, Wholf has dedicated 
his career to serving vulnerable popu-
lations. 

His accomplishments include 
receiving the Missouri Governor’s 
Award for Excellence for Leadership 
in 2010. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and sociology, 
with a minor in counseling, from 
Southwest Baptist University and a 
master’s degree in management from 
Baker University.

COA Chair Pam Shernuk greets new 
Aging and Human Services Director 
Tim Wholf.

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

2022 COA
Johnson County 
Commission on Aging 
members include:
Standing, left to right, 
are Kim Mann, Paula 
Hurt, Pam Shernuk 
(COA Chair), Shirley 
Allenbrand (BOCC 
Liaison), Cindy Green, 
Andrea Leavitt, Carol 
Feaker.
Seated, left to right, are 
Rob Givens, John P. 
Smith, Jarrod Ousley, 
and Dale Warman.  
COA members Robert 
Cantu and Chris Talarico 
are not pictured.
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ACL's message to seniors: Age Your Way
Every May, the Administration for Community Liv-

ing (ACL) leads the nation’s observance of Older Amer-
icans Month. In 2022, ACL will be focusing on aging in 
place – how older adults can plan to stay in their homes 
and live independently in their communities for as long 
as possible. 

The 2022 theme is Age My Way, an opportunity 
for all of us to explore the many ways older adults can 
remain in and be involved with their communities.Plan-
ning, participation, accessibility and making connections 
all play a role in aging in place – emphasizing that what 
each person needs and prefers is unique.

Consider some ideas and options for yourself, if you 
said, “I’m going to Age My Way.”    

You could travel more, participate in local events 
and activities, join a club or recreational group, go to the 
gym, the movies, the theatre, or create something mean-
ingful by writing, painting, playing a musical instrument, 
singing or maybe volunteering and advocating for a cause 
you value and believe in.   

Life is not about doing everything, but about starting 
where you are, using what you’ve got, and doing what 
you can. Focus on that, and you can live a life rich with 
the activities you love. 

You can enjoy every day pastimes such as reading, 
learning, socializing and sharing. 

You can find peace, joy and passion in life’s simple 
pleasures. 

And if you need help with resources and in-home 
care along the way, you can call the Area Agency on 
Aging.

Here's some ideas to get started on your “Age My 
Way” to-do list: 

• Organize, clean, move. Design living spaces that 
support and inspire you.

• Enjoy a meal and socialize at a neighborhood 
senior center.

• Enroll in CHAMPSS meals at Hy-Vee or home-de-
livered meals.

• Get a home safety checklist or help at home if 
needed.

• Plan three ways to be safer and healthier every day.
• Do advance planning to arrange legal and financial 

help when you need it.
• Advocate for senior issues as a board member or 

legislative advocate.
• Explore retirement housing options. 
• Visit communities near you.
• Learn your options for the healthcare and home-

care you need.
• Make a transportation plan to get out every week.

Go. Enjoy. Repeat.
• Choose exercise, wellness and recreation programs 

you love.
• Find education programs, book groups, library 

activities, music, entertainment.
• Participate in social and religious activities that 

connect you and lift your spirits.
Call the information and assistance line at the Johnson 

County Area Agency on Aging at 913-715-8861  to find 
out about resources in Johnson County; and see the activi-
ties and events featured in The Best Times.

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging

Upcoming COA meetings
The Commission on Aging (COA) will meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday, May 11,in the Sunset Drive Office 
Building, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe. There will be no COA meeting in June. Please call 913-715-8860 
for more information. Read more at jocogov.org/agingservices or facebook.com/jocoaging/.

Paid for by Older Americans Act funding



Your Chairman

Chairman Ed Eilert 
Phone: 913-715-0500 
Email    
ed.eilert@jocogov.org

Your Commissioners

Becky Fast
1st District 
Phone: 913-715-0725
jocogov.org/beckyfast

Jeff Meyers
2nd District 
Phone: 913-715-0432 
Email    
jeff.meyers@jocogov.org

Charlotte O'Hara      
3rd District 
Phone: 913-715-0433 
Email   
charlotte.ohara@jocogov.org

Janeé Hanzlick
4th District 
Phone: 913-715-0434 
Email    
janee.hanzlick@jocogov.org

Michael Ashcraft
5th District 
Phone: 913-715-0435 
Email    
michael.ashcraft@jocogov.org

Shirley Allenbrand
6th District 
Phone: 913-715-0436 
Email   
shirley.allenbrand@jocogov.org

The weekly public business sessions of 
the Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners begin at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays in the Johnson County 

Administration Building, 111 S. Cherry 
Street, in downtown Olathe. 

Live coverage of the meetings is  
viewable on the Internet through the 
county’s main website, jocogov.org.
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County receives federal
grant for aging services

Federal grant funding of more than $1.6 million and a new staff position for 
the Johnson County Aging and Human Services Department were approved April 
by the Johnson County Board of County Commissioners by unanimous vote.

The funds are provided to the department through the Johnson County Area 
Agency on Aging from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 by the 
Kansas Department of Aging and Disability Services. The ARPA provided federal 
funding to states, including grants through the Older Americans Act to help com-
munities provide services for aging adults.

A BOCC’s priority is to strengthen and finance the appropriate level of ser-
vice to meet the needs of the county’s vulnerable populations and create condi-
tions that promote community health.

“The Department of Aging and Human Services and the Area Agency on Ag-
ing are cornerstones of the county’s service system. They provide key services, 
information and guidance to meet fundamental needs for older adults and in-
creased demands from an older population that continues to grow,” said Chair-
man Ed Eilert. “This grant funding and new hire have a very important purpose: 
helping our seniors.”

The federal grant totals $1,626,014 in ARPA funds for use through Sept. 20, 
2024. Funding has been earmarked for:
•	 home delivered meals, $565,439 
•	 supportive services, $453,827 
•	 congregate meals, $243,427 
•	 family caregiver support, $179,789
•	 disease prevention/health promotion, $48,038

The Department of Aging and Human Services also will use grant funds 
to hire a full-time information and assistance specialist to serve clients to gain 
access to the department’s In-Home and Nutrition Services along with other 
available assistance and programs. The new position is part of the Aging and 
Disability Resource Center that provides a wide range of services, counseling and 
information for aging adults and their families or caregivers.

“We are thrilled to share the good news about additional assistance for older 
adults in Johnson County. By approving this request, the BOCC is once again 
showing commitment to aging services in the county. These funds aid in the goal 
of helping older adults remain in their communities and homes. ARPA funds will 
be dedicated to front line services and will benefit many Area Agency on Aging 
clients.,” said Megan Laha, interim director when the funding was approved.

The new ARPA funding is available to Area Agency on Aging clients. To 
access services and see if one qualifies for services, Johnson County residents 
can complete an online intake form by visiting jocogov.org/agingservices or call 
913-715-8861 to speak with one of the Area Agency on Aging information and 
referral specialists. 

Report details '2021 Year in Review'
Johnson County’s 2021 Year in Review Report, with 28 pages and a theme 

of “Stronger Together,” is available at jocogov.org.annualreport.
“This report is intended to inform Johnson County residents about the 

accomplishments of County Government, in collaboration with many valued 
partners in the community. It highlights accomplishments achieved in 2021, 
including dozens of examples of how we are “Stronger Together,” County 
Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson said.

The 2021 Year in Review Report was prepared by the Public Affairs and 
Communications team of the County Manager’s Office in collaboration with 
the entire organization. 
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Tips to prolong annual flowers
Extension connection

By Dennis Patton
We have all heard the saying “April showers bring 

May flowers.”  
The question is, how do I keep my flowers looking 

amazing for the rest of the summer? We plant annual 
flowers in containers and beds with the hope they will 
provide a pop of color throughout the season. Let’s look 
at what it takes to maintain that color boost up until a 
killing frost ends the season.

Like all good gardening practices, it starts with the 
right plant in the right place. Annuals come in a range 
of many sizes, shapes and colors. They also come with a 
range of options to choose from for best success in sun 
to shade. You should 
match the flowers needs 
to your location. A sun 
loving plant placed in 
the shade will not flow-
er. A shade lover forced 
into the sun will likely 
wither in the summer 
heat.

Annual flowers 
that bloom all season 
long must be adaptable 
to heat. Annuals that 
thrive in the cool of the 
spring like pansies and 
kale will fade as June 
weather arrives. Popular 
summer annuals that love the heat include vinca, lantana, 
zinnias and marigolds. Given proper care these plants and 
many others will thrive once the summer heat arrives and 
continue to bloom until frost.

Annual flowers flourish and blossom best with good 
care. All require good drainage and consistent moisture. 
Container soil should be a commercially prepared potting 
mix which does not contain soil or dirt from the yard. 
Container mixes are formulated with various organic 
matter such as shredded pine bark, peat moss, coco-
nut coir, perlite or vermiculite. These mixes hold large 
amounts of water and provide the oxygen necessary for 
root growth. Soil from the yard put in a container will be 
poorly drained and aerated, which will weaken growth.

By adding organic matter, compost or peat moss to 
your in-ground garden beds, you will grow bigger annu-
als. This adds water holding capacity and oxygen for root 
development. Growing good roots results in robust top 
growth and more flowers.

Don’t get in a hurry to plant summer loving annuals. 
Cool, damp soils will delay growth and lead to root rot. 
Annuals that thrive in heat are best planted after Moth-
er’s Day. This gives the soil temperatures time to warm 
which will aid in root development. 

Once planted, the next step for season long summer 
blooms starts. Annual plants are bred for one thing – to 

bloom. Annual flowers are heavy feeders. It takes a lot of 
growth to continually develop flower buds. 

Fertilization should start at planting and continue 
monthly through September. It is almost impossible to 
over fertilize annuals as they produce flower buds at the 
end of a green vegetative shoot. Continual fertilization de-
velops new growth, which creates new flowers. If growth 
slows so does flowering.

A fertilizer program is easiest when a soil test has 
revealed the missing needed nutrients. Since most people 
have not tested their soil, here are some basic guidelines. 
Prior to planting a bed in the ground, apply one pound of 
a fertilizer with numbers close to or like 10-10-10 per 100 
square feet. Lightly work into the soil. Repeat this applica-

tion monthly at one half 
this rate through Sep-
tember. 

Smaller planting ar-
eas of five to six annuals 
or about 10 square feet 
and sprinkling one to 
two tablespoons of fer-
tilizer around the plants. 
All fertilizer applica-
tions should be watered 
into the soil getting it 
down into the root zone 
where it can be picked 
up by the plant.

Container plantings 
require constant feeding for best repeat blooms. You have 
options. Water soluble fertilizers are convenient. Just 
follow labeled instructions for use. Granular fertilizers rec-
ommended above (10-10-10) work but you need to greatly 
reduce the amount applied to just a teaspoon monthly. It 
is hard to make a solid recommendation as container sizes 
vary greatly. The point is don’t skimp on fertilizer.

Many newer varieties are self-cleaning. This means 
they are bred not to set seeds. If an annual develops seed 
pods the plant puts its energy into seed production instead 
of flower production. Removal of faded flowers and seed 
pods, referred to as deadheading, stimulates new growth 
and brings more flowers. Deadheading keeps the planting 
neat and tidy. There is no set schedule but weekly might be 
a good guide to keep new growth stimulated and flowers 
coming.

Annuals have been developed to deliver flower power. 
Our goal is to give the plants what they need to maximize 
capacity for those amazing bloom displays throughout 
the summer. Right plant, right place, timely fertilization, 
a steady supply of water and deadheading are keys to 
success. Following these simple rules will result in not 
only May flowers but June, July, August, well into the final 
season ending killing frost. 
Dennis Patton is horticulture agent at the Johnson County 
K-State Research and Extension Office.
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cover story

Many roles prepare TIP  for summer opening

By Gerald Hay
The 2022 season of Johnson County’s popular Theatre 

in the Park is featuring five productions for the first time in 
53 years at large amphitheater in Shawnee Mission Park.

Most of the TIP shows are fairly new. Something 
Rotten, Disney’s the Descendants and School of Rock all 
premiered in 2015. The SpongeBob Musical had its theater 
debut six years ago. Zombie Prom opened in New York 
City in 1996.

Tim Bair, producing artistic director for the Theatre 
in the Park program since November 2010, says a season 
with all inaugural shows was purely happenstance. He 
also serves as the fine and performing arts manager for 
the Johnson County Park and Recreation District which 
manages TIP.

“It begins with a look back at our past seasons to 
remind ourselves what shows we have done recently, then 
some research into what new shows might be available to 
us, and try to come up with a good mix of new, classic, 
family, etc. It can be a challenge sometimes,” Bair said. 
“We don’t like to repeat a show inside of a 10-year win-
dow … even if it is really popular!”

A typical summer season involves more than 300 par-
ticipants and volunteers in many and different ways. There 
are directors, choreographers, set designers and builders, 
stage crews, musicians and support staff either in front or 
behind the spotlight.

Aside from the performers on stage or in the orchestra 
pit, a TIP season requires scores of other volunteers and 
support staff in many behind-the-scenes roles before and 
during the new TIP season from the opening curtain in 

early June to final curtain calls in early August.
Becky Johnson is one of them. She staffs TIP’s infor-

mation station in “front of the house” at the amphitheater.
“My work involves providing information, of course; 

selling a little merch; and keeping a supply of Band-Aids, 
bug repellent and a watchful eye on what’s going on 
around me, like lost parents, kids in trees and making sure 
people don’t wander where they shouldn’t,” Johnson said.

“TIP is perfect for families, with space for children 
to run and play, or for a pre-show picnic. It’s also a great 
place for high school students to find that first job, and, 
like me, to look forward to coming back the next season to 
reunite with friends, that’s part of the 'theatre family.'”

The 2022 summer season of Theatre in the Park begins 
June 3 with Something Rotten, a musical comedy set in the 
1590s with William Shakespeare as a rock singer. It will 
be the 27th TIP show Mark Sewzey has directed.

The cast requires 20 actors who were chosen by 
Swezey during recent auditions at the Johnson County Arts 
& Heritage Center in Overland Park. The auditions attract-
ed more than 250 participants of all ages who showcased 
their singing, dancing or acting talents.

“Some are seasoned performers,” Swezey said. “Some 
have a strength in an area that is needed. Occasionally, we 
find rookies that are perfect for our production.”

Marsha Canaday, music director for School of Rock, 
agreed. 

“Some actors are double cast because they can be 
in the first and last show as long as both directors agree 
and there is some flexibility with the schedule,” she said. 
“There are some return actors that we know we can always 

Left photo: Becky Johnson staffs the information station at Theater in the Park. Right photo: Mark Sewzey, right, 
and Jeff Martin, music director/conductor of Something Rotten, are shown during recent auditions at the Johnson 
County Arts & Heritage Center, Overland Park. Sewzey will direct Something Rotten.
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TIP begins 2022 summer season on June 3
The 2022 outdoor season of Theatre in the Park begins June 3-11 with the performance of Something Rotten at 

TIP’s amphitheater in Shawnee Mission Park. 
Entrance to the theater facility is at 7700 Renner Road, Shawnee.
Other productions include:
• Disney’s the Descendants, June 17-25
• School of Rock, July 1-9
• Zombie Prom, July 15-23
• The SpongeBob Musical, July 29-Aug. 6
Show time is 8:30 p.m. The box office opens at 7 p.m. followed by the gates to the seating bowl at 7:30 p.m. Per-

formances last about 2½ hours with a 15-minute intermission with the exception of Disney’s the Descendants which 
lasts 90 minutes with one 15-minute intermission.

Ticket prices for outdoor productions are adult admission $10, youth $6, and children 3 and under free (but require 
a ticket for entrance). Tickets may be purchased at the box offices or online through its website: theatreinthepark.org. 

“Thrifty Thursday” special rate offers 20% off by purchasing tickets in person at the box office for any Thursday 
performance.

Many roles prepare TIP  for summer opening
cover story

rely upon, but it is also fun to see 
some new people get involved.”  

Auditions are only the begin-
ning for cast members. According 
to Swezey, rehearsals average five 
weeks, five days a week, 3½ hours a 
night. In addition, there are hours of 
pre-production planning, meetings 
with set design and technical staffs 
along with costume fittings.

In July, Canaday will be playing 
the keyboard and conducting School 
of Rock from the orchestra pit of only 

seven musicians near the stage. Most 
TIP productions have an orchestra of 
15-20 musicians.

“I have gathered my pit and then 
will meet with them separately to pre-
pare them. Once cast rehearsals start, I 
will teach the music, including solos, 
duets and ensemble work,” she said.

Both Swezey and Canaday have 
long careers in fine arts and public 
education. 

During the year, Swezey is di-
rector of theatre at Shawnee Mission 

South High School. He has received 
numerous awards for his work in 
theater and the fine arts at Shawnee 
Mission South and local community 
theaters. He was named to the Kansas 
Thespian Hall of Fame in 2017.

Canaday became involved in 
TIP in 2001, serving as accompanist, 
music director or conductor and some-
times all three over the years. Her 
music career has spanned almost 30 
years, including choral accompanist 
at various times at six high schools 
(four in Johnson County) and Kansas 
City, Kansas Community College. She 
also was the choral accompanist for 
the Midwestern Music Camp at the 
University of Kansas for 15 summers 
and worked with many renowned 
conductors. 

“TIP attracted me because of the 
quality of shows that are produced, 
the outdoor environment and the 
chance for large numbers of people to 
see the shows we work so hard on,” 
she said. “These are the same reasons 
I feel that TIP is a valuable asset to 
the community besides providing a 
wonderful family atmosphere where 
picnics are enjoyed and games played 
before the shows start.”

Chris Halford is another a long-
time TIP veteran, acting as many 

Continued to page 12

Marsha Canaday, left, will be music director for the School of Rock 
production. Chris Halford started acting in a TIP show in 2003.
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Join us virtually for the 
Parkinson’s Community Choir!

SUPPORTED BY THE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION 

Call Judy at 913.825.9920 for information and details!

Continued from page 11
characters over the years. In Crazy for You, he was Bela 
Zangler, Skimbleshanks in Cats, Doc in West Side Story 
and Reverend Moore in Footloose, which was his favorite 
character. 

“My first performance was in 2003 in Anything Goes at 
age 44. I’m 63 now and I hope that in 20 years there's still a 
role I can play,” Halford said.

“The venue is super special, 
very large and I just love the abili-
ty to perform outdoors. Great staff, 
directors, choreographers, plus 
with five shows per outdoor sea-
son, provides many options. Plus, 
you can see great musicals onstage 
without spending much money.” 

The biggest issue for outdoor 
theater, by far, is the weather, rang-
ing from cool night air to warm 
sometimes hot, humid, muggy evenings. Threatening 
storms, rain and lightning also dampen productions. If a 
storm threat is evident early enough, the show is scrapped 
before it starts.

Last year, a storm caused an untimely ending in Cur-
tains, a musical with a murder mystery plot. The murderer 
is revealed at the end, but within the final minutes, the 
show got called because lightning was too close to TIP.

“The audience all screamed and groaned because they 
never found out who it was,” he said. “All of us onstage at 
the time could only yell out ‘Oh no!’ The audience would 
have to come back another night to see how it ended.” 

In April, Halford played Uncle Sig, the uncle of Jack 
Mandelbaum, the main character and Holocaust survivor, 
in the one-act play Surviving Hitler at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center’s White Theatre in Overland Park. The play, 
which tells Mandelbaum’s Holocaust experiences up to 
present times, was directed by TIP’s Bair and was the first 
play written by author Andrea Warren of Prairie Village. 

Acting also now runs in the family with his daughter, 
Courtney. They performed together in West Side Story in 
2005. 

Halford cites his daughter for sparking his interest 
in acting. He also credits TIP for providing experiences 
and skills she needed in her current musical, theater and 
acting endeavors in New York City. 

His daughter recently returned to the Big Apple where 
she had lived for almost 10 years. For the past several 
months, she had stayed with her parents due to the pan-
demic. In New York City, Courtney Halford has per-
formed Off-Broadway, including about five years as a per-
former with Disney Cruise Line, and several TV shows.    

“She followed her dream and her dad followed in her 
footsteps,” Halford said. “Our apples haven’t fallen far 
from the tree.”   

Many roles prepare TIP for 2022 season
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Has someone taken advantage of you 
or someone you love? 

It happens all the time. You have to be able to trust people 
around you to get things done, but sometimes, that trust is 
betrayed. If you, or someone you love has been financially 
exploited, call Financial Forensics today. They have both legal 
and law enforcement experience in dealing with financial 
exploitation, and will know how to make it stop in a way that 
assures your privacy and gives you options.

www.finfor.net
(816) 425-1367 

Travel adventures 
set in May and June

Sponsored by the Johnson County Park and Recreation 
Districts 50 Plus Program, upcoming trips will put a little 
spring in the steps of travelers in May and June. 

Travel opportunities include:     
• A Day at Crystal Bridges - Visit this gem of an art muse-
um tucked away in Bentonville, Arkansas. Thursday, May 
5. $130. Departs at 6 a.m. 
• Cow Creek Cowboy Days Festival - Giddy up and go 
back in times to the days of the Wild West in Pittsburg, 
Kansas. Saturday, May 7. $95. Departs at 9:30 a.m. 
• Safari Adventure - Visit the Safari Zoological Park and 
the Martin and Osa Johnson Safari Museum in Chanute, 
Kansas. Thursday, June 2. $112. Departs at 6:30 a.m. 
• Redlining-Federal Policy and Its Local Impact - Visit 
the Black Archives of 
Mid-America, Kansas 
City, Missouri, before a 
guided tour of the John-
son County Museum’s 
REDLINED exhibit at 
the Arts and Heritage 
Center, Overland Park. 
Wednesday, June 22. $95. 
Departs at 9:30 a.m.
• Historic Arrow Rock - This town in Saline, Missouri, 
offers a full day of history exploration. Take a walking tour 
of the city and dine at the oldest operational restaurant west 
of the Mississippi. Thursday, June 30. $99.Departs at 7:45 
a.m.
• Grandkids Gone Wild at the Sunset Zoo in Manhattan, 
Kansas - Pack up the grandkids and head off for a day at 
the zoo. Enjoy a guided tour and see tons of wild creatures. 
Lunch at AJ’s NY Pizzeria with cost on your own. Tuesday, 
June 28. $38/ $40 nonresidents. Departs at 9 a.m.

All trips depart from Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Road, 
Merriam. Day trips are all inclusive including lunch (except 
zoo trip), tour tickets and gratuity. 

Registration is required by calling 913-831-3359 or on-
line by visiting the Daytrip and Social Outing page at jcprd.
com/50plustravel.   
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Library wants Friends and donations

9404 Reeds Rd
Overland Park, Kansas

First month FREE with annual plan. Call 913-350-2955 or visit www.elderambassadors.com
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Protect your assets for as low as $99/month

By Elissa Andre
It’s no secret that a visit to Johnson County Library 

branches is a great way to beat the summer heat, but if 
you’re looking for new summer reading material that 
doesn’t have a due date, mark your calendar for the 
Friends of Johnson County Library Pop-up Book Sales. 

Pop-up Book Sales occur the second Saturday of each 
month at the 
Friends head-
quarters, 8279 
Melrose Dr. 
Overland Park. 

If you can’t 
find what you 
want at a pop-up 
sale, the Friends 
bookstores at 
Antioch Library, 
8700 Shawnee 
Mission Pkwy., 
Merriam, and 
Blue Valley Library, 9000 West 151st St., Overland Park, 
are also open Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 

The Friends sell used books so the Library can buy 
new ones— the funds raised from your purchases support 
library collection development, Summer Reading, Incar-
cerated Services, staff education and much more. 

Buying books isn’t the only way to support the Li-
brary and the Friends! 

Gather your gently used books, DVDs, CDs and 
more and bring them to the Friends headquarters on Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to noon where volunteers are avail-

able to help unload your donations. 
You can arrange a donation time outside of the drop-

off events by calling 913-492-4791. Donations are accept-
ed year-round. You can also email the Friends at book@
friendsofjcl.org with your donation drop off questions.  

Yes, please: 
•	 Gently-used adult and kids’ books of all types 
•	 Cookbooks? Yes, those are books! 
•	 Textbooks? Absolutely. We love textbooks. 
•	 Repair manuals? Yep – if it’s a book, we take it. 
•	 DVDs 
•	 Music CDs 
•	 Audiobooks on CD 
•	 LPs 
•	 Complete puzzles 

No, thank you: 
•	 Books that are musty, moldy, soiled, liquid-damaged, 

broken, etc. 
•	 Magazines 
•	 Board games 
•	 Encyclopedia sets over 10-years-old 
•	 VHS and music cassettes 

Friends of Johnson County Library is a member-sup-
ported nonprofit organization promoting community 
awareness and participation in library services. Consider 
joining the Friends by becoming a member and receive 
20% your bookstore purchases. Friends membership also 
makes a great gift! 

The Friends serve as library advocates, raise supple-
mental funds, and promote literacy and lifelong learning. 
Learn more at joinjclfriends.org. 
Elissa Andre is external communication manager for Johnson 
County Library.  

library connection
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50 Plus & beyond

Summer reading goes traveling
By Michelle Alexander

Intertwine your love of travel and a good book with a 
travel-themed book club.  

During each month this summer, residents are invited 
to read the specially selected book picked out by Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District’s 50 Plus Program staff 
and conclude the month at the Meadowbrook Park Club-
house, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village, with a group discus-
sion on how it relates to your 
travel and how it may inspire 
your wanderlust.

In May, the book of 
choice is “Off the Rails:  A 
Train Trip Through Life” by 
Beppe Severgnini.  This witty 
and entertaining collection 
of travel tales comes from 
an acclaimed journalist that 
explores his obsession with 
trains and what his rail jour-
neys have taught him about 
culture and identity. Book club conversation meeting date is 
2 p.m. Tuesday, May 31. 

Next, the Emmy-winning CBS Sunday Morning cor-
respondent, Conor Knighton, chronicles his year traveling 
to every one of our national parks, discovering the most 
beautiful places and most interesting people that America 
has to offer in “Leave Only Footprints:  My Acadia-to- Zion 
Journey Through Every National Park.” Discuss this book 
with the club at the clubhouse at 2 p.m. Tuesday, June 28.            

The pick for July is “Clanlands: Whisky, Warfare, and a 
Scottish Adventure Like No Other” by Sam Heughan. From 

their faithful camper van to boats, kayaks, bicycles and 
motorbikes, book club participants can join stars of Out-
lander Sam and Graham on a road trip with a difference as 
two Scotsmen explore a land of raw beauty, poetry, feuding, 
music, history and warfare.  Dive into discussion on this 
pick at 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 26. 

Wrap up your summer reading adventure with “A Sail-
or, a Chicken, and an Incredible Voyage: The Seafaring Ad-
ventures of Guirec and Monique” by Guirec Soudee. Here, 
a man and his chicken sail 45,000 nautical miles in this 
powerful story of following your dreams no matter what 
stands in your way. When Guirec Souďe was 21-years-old, 
he bought a 30-foot sailboat and set out across the Atlan-
tic Ocean, despite having only sailed a dinghy before. His 
only companion? His plucky pet hen, Monique. Bring your 
cluckiest comments to share with the club at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Aug. 30. 

If you need even more books to indulge in this summer, 
read through Larry Laverentz, “The Not So Ordinary Peo-
ple on the Roads I’ve Traveled.” He grew up on a farm in 
Kansas and then went on to work in Vietnam in 1961. Then 
join us for a free Meet the Author event at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 1, at Meadowbrook Park Clubhouse as the author 
shares his insight and inspiration behind the decision to pen 
his book.  

Cost for each month’s book club meeting is $5/$6 non-
residents. Book purchase is on your own.  Advanced registra-
tion for each month’s book club meeting and the author event 
is required by calling 913-831-3359 or online by visiting the 
Enrichment Classes page at jcprd.com/50plus. 
Michelle Alexander is the 50 Plus Program manager at the 
Johnson County Park and Recreation District.  
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We have a new location
in Overland Park

8837 Roe Avenue Prairie
Village, KS 66207

913-383-9888

5561 NW Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 64154

816-822-9888

831 NE Lakewood Boulevard
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

816-373-9888

14553 Metcalf Ave.
Overland Park, KS 66223

913-392-9888

Cremation, the New Tradition

Present this ad and receive

when you pre-fund your
cremation arrangements

$100 off

By Brandon Hearn
Tucked next to the Johnson County Health Services 

Building, 11875 South Sunset Dr., Olathe, is a small but 
mighty garden, dedicated to providing fresh produce to 
clients in the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) pro-
gram and other residents experiencing food insecurity. 

Established in May 2013 the 
Johnson County WIC Communi-
ty Garden and Orchard is located 
on a quarter-acre green space as 
a program of the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment. 

With technical assistant from 
Johnson County K-State Extension 
Office, county employees, commu-
nity members and WIC recipients 
volunteer their time weekly (every 
Tuesday morning) to seed, hoe, 
prune, stake, mulch, harvest and 
more depending on the season. 

Through the help of dedicated 
volunteers, we have seen the gar-
den grow from a single bed to the 
13 60-foot-long beds that currently make up the garden 
plot. In addition, 20 fruit trees, bearing apples, peaches 
and pears, are also busy at work. The trees were provided 
by the Giving Grove program (givinggrove.org).

Like many community gardens, the WIC Garden is 
dependent on volunteers to help prepare, harvest and 
maintain the garden plot. 

An average of 4,000 pounds of produce are harvest-
ed each year. Even through the unique challenges from 
COVID-19, more than 3,000 pounds of produce were still 

harvested and donated. The produce is donated to WIC 
clients or to area food pantries.

Everything from potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, brocco-
li, carrots, sweetcorn, leeks, garlic and even cantaloupe, 
just to name a few, are grown, allowing the people who 
receive the produce to get a healthy variety.

Volunteers are always needed. 
Workdays are on Tuesdays from 
8 to 11 a.m. from April through 
October. No gardening experience 
is necessary. Tools and guidance 
are provided by the Johnson Coun-
ty K-State Research and Extension 
Office and other experienced volun-
teers. 

Pop-up Farmer’s Market days 
will also be taking place on the 
second Thursday of the month from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. between June and 
September. During these events, 
residents can purchase produce to 
help support the WIC program, 
work in the garden and try recipes 
from Master Food Volunteers. 

This volunteer opportunity is perfect for any age 
group, gardening experts or those just getting started, or 
for anyone who just wants to get outside and meet peo-
ple. All are welcome at the WIC Community Garden. 

More information on volunteer opportunities can 
be found at: jocogov.org search for: WIC Community 
Garden. For additional details, please email brandon.
hearn@jocogov.org or call 913-715-6936.  
Brandon Hearn is environmental health specialist for the John-
son County Department of Health and Environment.

WIC Community Garden needs help

Louis Syball, volunteer garden manager, 
has been overseeing operations since 2014. 
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and compassionate support, our communities are the best move you can make.
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ANTHOLOGY OF OL ATHE
913-353-3881 

Independent Living / Assisted Living / Memory Care
101 W. 151st St. / Olathe, KS

OVERL AND PARK

OL ATHE

Park concert
set May 11 in
JCPRD park

Day-in-the-Park event offers free activities
Johnson County residents of all ages are invited to 

enjoy A Day in the Day on June 4 at Shawnee Mission 
Park, 7900 Renner Road.

It is a free day-long 
celebration of the Johnson 
County Park and Recre-
ation District's community’s 
trails, parks and recreational 
spaces. 

 There will be free ad-
mission to the Shawnee Mis-
sion Park Beach, which will be open from noon- 6 p.m. 

At the Shawnee Mission Park Marina, participants 

can enjoy free one-hour pedal boat, kayak and paddle-
board rentals from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Availability is 
limited and advance reservations are highly encouraged. 
Reservations can be made online up to seven days in 
advance. 

Concessions will be available for purchase at the 
Shawnee Mission Park Beach House. 

The event is being held in conjunction with National 
Trails Day and coincides with JCPRD’s annual free fish-
ing weekend when both Kansas and district fishing and 
boating permits are waived. 

For specific details on all the day’s activities and fun, 
visit JCPRD.com/175/A-Day-in-the-Park. 

A free outdoor chamber 
music concert, featuring an 
ensemble of Kansas City 
Symphony musicians, is 
scheduuled at 6:30 p.m. 
May 11 at Heritage Park in 
Olathe.

No registration is re-
quired. The concert will be 
performed at shelter No. 1 
near the marina at Heritage 
Park. 

The performance, last-
ing 30 to 40 minutes, will 
feature musicians from the 
symphony. The event is part 
of a larger series of outdoor 
concerts by the symphony 
throughout the Kansas City 
metro area. 

Other concerts in parks 
of the Johnson County Park 
and Recreation are being 
planned during the summer. 
Scheduling and locations 
will be announced when 
plans are finalized.

Patrons are welcome 
to bring lawn chairs and 
blankets to enjoy each and 
all park concerts.

Last year, seven sym-
phony concerts were 
perfomed in four JCPRD 
parks. 

For more information 
and concert updates, go to 
jcprd.com.
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By Gerald Hay
Johnson County needs election workers heading into 

the 2022 primary in August and general elections in No-
vember.

It pays a $110 stipend in helping voters on election 
day and a $25 stipend for training. Supervising judges are 
paid $135 stipend plus mile-
age for transporting election 
materials.

It is an all-day commit-
ment, too.

It’s also an important 
right and responsibility. The 
U.S. Constitution mentions 
the right to vote five times, 
more often than other consti-
tutional rights.

Bill Gulick and Maria 
Christmore, long-time poll 
workers at the Johnson 
County Election Office, are 
among hundreds of election 
workers who assist tens of 
thousands of voters in local 
elections. To them, serving 
as a poll worker is an im-
portant opportunity, a civics 
lesson and democracy all in an important event – election 
day when voting matters for poll workers and voters alike.

“In Johnson County, we don’t care how you vote, only 
that you voted,” Christmore said. “We don’t make the 
rules. We follow the rules.” 

They cited a handful of reasons for why they like be-
ing elections workers, including a combination of enjoying 
the people (fellow poll workers and voters) along with a 
deep-seated wave of good citizenship and a way of giving 
back to one’s community in public service.

“Election workers are essential to ensuring that elec-
tions are a success. With each election, hundreds of John-
son County residents dedicate themselves to sustaining 
the backbone of democracy - our election process,” said 
Election Commissioner Fred Sherman.

The 2022 primary (Aug. 2) and general election (Nov. 
8) will each require approximately 2,200 election workers, 

according to Andrea Lemuz-Glur, election specialist – 
election workers at the Johnson County Election Office.

“We are looking for people who are able to work on 
election day and also need more workers than ever before 
during advance voting as we have increased the number of 
advance polling locations this year,” she said.

The election office plans 
to have 16 advance voting 
locations in Johnson County 
in the 2022 elections. The 
county had 10 advance vot-
ing sites in the 2020 presi-
dential elections.

In the November 2021 
general elections, involving 
races in cities, school dis-
tricts and Johnson County 
Community College, 44% of 
active election workers were 
60 years of age or older. The 
eldest election worker was 
87 years old. 

Kansas law requires 
training of all election work-
ers. Training for Johnson 
County poll workers begins 
the month prior to each elec-

tion. For the primary election, training begins right after 
the Fourth of July weekend. Training sessions will be 
offered multiple times, including evening and weekend 
options.

“Advance polling locations are open either one or 
two weeks depending on the location. No locations are 
open on Sundays. People interested in working during 
advance voting must be willing to work full days of 6 – 
12 hours depending on the day of the week and location,” 
Lemuz-Glur said.

New election workers are required to attend two 
in-person training sessions. The first is a three-hour, in-
structor-led classroom session. The second is a hands-on 
session where workers practice on all election day equip-
ment, including the touchscreen voting machines used in 
Johnson County elections. 

Elections need poll workers

Bill Gulick and Maria Christmore are shown with a 
voting machine at the Johnson County Election Office.

The deadline for Johnson County 
voters to change their party affiliation 
is June 1 for the primary election on 
Tuesday, Aug. 2.

If a voter is currently registered and 
affiliated with the Republican, Dem-
ocratic or Libertarian party, the voter 
will need to file a new voter registration 
form to change their party affiliation for 
the upcoming primary election. 

Voters can and are encouraged to 

check their current voter registration 
status at: myvoteinfo.voteks.org/vo-
terview. 

The two major political parties in 
Kansas, the Republican and Democrat-
ic parties, typically will “close” their 
party nominating election to only reg-
istered voters that have affiliated with 
the political party. The primary election 
is the nominating election for these two 
political parties in Kansas for the party 

candidates on partisan contest races for 
the general election on Nov. 8.  

The August primary election is also 
the election for the Republican and 
Democratic precinct committee contest 
races.

Unaffiliated registered voters can 
affiliate with a political party at any 
time before or after June 1, including at 
a polling location on election day (Aug. 
2) for the primary election. 

Party affiliation deadline set June 1
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Election workers must be a resident 
Johnson County, and: 
•	 Must be registered to vote at their cur-

rent address
•	 Complete mandatory election worker 

training
•	 Be available for the complete day on 

election day
Residents can get more information or 

apply to become an election worker on the 
Johnson County Election Office website at 
jocoelection.org/election-workers or call 
913-715-6836.

“An election 
worker is typically a 
community-minded 
person who wish-
es to be part of the 
election process. 
Election workers 
perform a valuable 
community service 
by assisting fellow 
voters at polling 
sites and perform-
ing other duties at 
the election office,” 
Sherman said. “They 
are a critical part of the election process to 
ensure the conduct of elections is accurate 
and fair.”

Duties of election workers include 
verifying voter registration, issuing ballots 
and ensuring that voters receive the correct 
ballot, giving voting procedure instructions, 
operating voting equipment and maintaining 
an orderly flow at polling places.  

“We follow the law. That’s what we 
do,” Gulick said. 

Election workers often do not train to-
gether and frequently meet for the first time 
when they meet at their assigned voting 
location. They quickly become strangers 
no longer, assigning tasks and ensuring 
safety by arriving, working and leaving as 
a group. 

“We watch out for one another,” Christ-
more said.

On election day, polls open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Election 
workers are expected 
to be at their assigned 
voting site at least one 
hour early to get the 
location and voting 
machines ready for 
voters. They need to 
stay about one hour, on 
average, after clos-
ing to clean up and 
complete the election 
process.

“It’s a hectic day,” 
Gulick said with a 
message to peer poll 

workers. “We’re going to be a team. We’re 
going to be busy. We’re going to have fun 
together.” 

So, the pay comes out to less than $8 
an hour for election workers and an aver-
age 14-hour working day at the polls.

“You don’t do it for the pay,” Gulick 
said with a smile, adding: “We ensure the 
process works.” 

Election office needs poll workers

Locally grown, 
raised & made

H SATURDAYS H
Through Oct. 29: 8 a.m.–noon

H TUESDAYS H
May 31–Aug. 30: 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

L ENEXA .COM / FARMERSMARKE T

Lenexa civic campus parking garage 
17201 W. 87th St. Pkwy., Lenexa, KS 66219

SNAP benefits accepted. Double Up Food Bucks match.

2022 plan
offers 16

voting sites
For the 2022 election 

cycle, the Johnson County 
Election Office will be 
providing a greater num-
ber of advance in-person 
voting locations for both 
the August primary elec-
tion and the November 
general election, than in 
past years.  

The 2022 plan is to 
offer 16 total advance 
voting locations in John-
son County that will open 
in two different “waves,” 
according to Johnson 
County Election Commis-
sioner Fred Sherman. 

“Johnson County 
voters over the years 
have mostly embraced 
in-person voting with an 
increasing trend towards 
advance in-person vot-
ing,”he said. 

“State law allows 
in-person advance voting 
to begin up to 20 days 
before election day at 
county election offices or 
satellite voting locations.”

Advance in-person 
voting will be offered 
from Saturday, July 16, 
to Saturday, July 30, for 
the primary election, and 
from Saturday, Oct. 22, to 
Saturday, Nov. 5, for the 
general election.

Nine advance voting 
locations will first open 
on Saturday, July 16, for 
the primary election, and 
on Saturday, Oct. 22, 
for the general election. 
This will be followed by 
opening six additional 
advance in-person voting 
locations a week later on 
Saturday, July 23, for the 
primary elections, and on 
Saturday, Oct. 29 for the 
general elections.  
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Independent, worry-free lifestyle for those 55 years & better.Independent, worry-free lifestyle for those 55 years & better.

Overland Park - Located at 95th & Metcalf near Lowe’s 
Blue Springs - Located at Hwy 40 & Hwy 7 near Price Chopper

Restaurant-style dining  •  Light housekeeping  •  Essential transportation  Restaurant-style dining  •  Light housekeeping  •  Essential transportation  
•  Vibrant activities program • All included in your monthly rent!•  Vibrant activities program • All included in your monthly rent!

Brand New Homes Starting at 

Spring BBQ Coffee & Conversation

Plus Moving Allowance

$1,460 /mo.

Limited time only

MAY 18TH, 12:00 - 1:30 PM
Enjoy great food, entertainment,
and meet our team!
RSVP by May 12th

JUNE 14TH @ 1:00 PM
Come see why Novel Place was 
awarded best in senior living!
RSVP by June 11th

Come Join our Special Events!Come Join our Special Events!

NovelPlaceSeniorLiving.com | (913) 270-6753

Best Times_Novel Place.indd   13Best Times_Novel Place.indd   13 4/12/2022   1:55:29 PM4/12/2022   1:55:29 PM

Webinar series continues on hypertension

Overnight
fishing sets
10 dates

Pursue the elusive 
channel catfish or just enjoy 
a summer outdoor activity 
without the heat of the day 
during a series of Overnight 
Fishing Saturdays being 
presented by the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation 
District.

Ten Overnight Fishing 
Saturdays at four JCPRD 
parks are planned, The first 
opprtunity will take place 
on May 7 at Shawnee Mis-
sion Park Lake with additi-
nal dates on June 18, July 
23 and Aug. 13. 

Other opportunities are 
scheduled at: 
• Heritage Park, June 4 

and July 16
• Kill Creek Park, June 11 

and Aug. 6
• Lexington Lake Park, 

July 9 and Sept. 10
On the dates, the parks 

will be open for fishing 
only. Park police officers 
will be on duty throughout 
the night. 

Before fishing, anglers 
ages 16-74 will need to 
have a valid Kansas fish-
ing license, JCPRD fishing 
permits and all appropriate 
boat tags, if applicable. 

For more information, 
see jcprd.com/permits. 

Barbara Buchanan, MD, will discuss 
“Stress Reduction and Sleep” in the next 
online health “Doc Talk” webinar series 
centering around high blood pressure (hyper-
tension).

Her presentation will be 2 p.m. May 8.  
The webinar series is being provided in a 

partnership between the Johnson County De-
partment of Health and Environment and the 
Kansas City Medical Society Foundation.

The “Doc Talk” series provides participants the op-
portunity to speak with a local physician about how they 
can manage their blood pressure and protect their health. 

The series is open to all residents of Johnson 
County and there is no charge to attend. All 
webinars start at 2 p.m.

Other upcoming webinar dates, topics and 
speakers are:
• Hypertension and Diabetes, June 15, and 
Hypertension and Heart Health, July 20, both 
by Alan Forker, MD
• Medication Management, Aug. 17, and 
Medication Management, Part 2, Sept. 21, 

both by Patrick “Rusty” Ryan, PharmD
Please register for the series at kcmedicine.org/doc-

talk/register. 
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Real estate advice for the 55+ 
crowd — and a free co� ee!
Join me for a Co� ee-Side Chat every Wednesday in May 
and June! I’ll buy you a co� ee, answer your questions, and 
provide expert insights on real estate topics like:

• 4 Benefi ts to Working with an Exclusive SRES
• Selling Your Family Home
• Aging in Place vs. Selecting an Assisted Living Facili� 
• 5 Tips for Finding Your Move Manager
• Why (and How) to Clear the Clu� er
• Choosing a Retirement Destination

SECURE YOUR SPOT NOW
Visit www.toddohlde.com/co� ee to RSVP today!

Realtor & Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Keller Williams Real�  Partners, Inc.
913.568.7355  tohlde@kw.com

Todd Ohlde, SRES

www.toddohlde.com

913.906.5400
Each offi  ce is independently owned and operated

913.568.7355 913.568.7355  tohlde@kw.com

Need to talk today?
Give me a call, 913.568.7355.

Johnson County to celebrate Juneteenth
Erin Chambers and Gerald Hay

Beginning this year, Johnson County has designated 
Juneteenth as a standard county holiday, recognizing the 
significance of freedom for all. 

Last October, the Johnson County Board of County 
Commissioners unanimously voted on adding Juneteenth 
as a county holiday. Traditionally celebrated on June 19, 
Juneteenth will be first honored as a holiday by Johnson 
County on Monday, June 20, since Juneteenth falls on a 
Sunday in 2022.

A blend of the words June and nineteenth, Juneteenth 
is the oldest African 
American holiday 
observance in the 
nation. 

The date (June 
19) marks the day 
when Union troops 
arrived in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to ensure the freedom 
of all enslaved people in the state. The arrival occurred 
two months after Confederate General Robert E. Lee had 
surrendered in Appomattox, Virginia. 

Several local events will take place to commemorate 
Juneteenth. Some will be organized by Johnson County 
Government, and others by community groups and cities.
•	 Juneteenth commemoration at the Arts and Heri-

tage Center
Saturday, June 11, 10 a.m. to noon
Music, art, food, free admission to the Johnson Coun-
ty Museum and special exhibit, REDLINED: cities, 
suburbs and segregation.
Johnson County Arts and Heritage Center, 8788 Met-
calf Ave, Overland Park

•	 Johnson County Library events 
Take a walk, read a book. The Johnson County Li-
brary’s Walk and Read gives families the opportunity 

to engage with literature while getting their steps in, 
and a Juneteenth-themed display will be posted this 
summer. Stories related to the freedom of all will be 
up June 13-30 at Civic Center Park, 250 E. Santa Fe 
St., Olathe.

•	 Johnson County Government observance
Plans are in the works for a community observance on 
Sunday, June 19, from noon  to 1:30 p.m. at Johnson 
County Square (Santa Fe and Cherry Street in down-
town Olathe.) The public event will include commu-
nity speakers, historical readings and musical per-
formers. More details will be provided on the county 
website at jocogov.org/Juneteenth.

Featured speaker
Virginia Sewing, Overland Park, will serve as the 

featured speaker at the county’s Juneteenth event at 
Johnson County Square. Her late husband, Donald, was a 
real estate agent who led the effort to integrate northeast 
Johnson County in the mid-1960s. 

The Sewings were one of the first Black families to 
move into northeast Johnson County when they bought a 
home in Fairway. This was an area that the J.C. Nichols 
Company had developed in the 1930s with racial deed 
restrictions (legal restrictions on individual properties 
that prohibited Black families from purchasing or occu-
pying homes there. Don Sewing worked to integrate other 
suburban neighborhoods, helping Black families purchase 
homes in Merriam, Prairie Village and Leawood. He died 
in 2007.

In winning a seat on the Shawnee Mission School 
Advisory Council in 1971, Virginia Sewing was the first 
Black woman to win an election in Johnson County.

In March 2022, the Sewings were honored with the 
Civil Rights/Fair Housing Pioneer Award for their work 
in advancing housing equity, presented at the Prairie Vil-
lage “I Have a Dream Celebration.” 
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~ Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1946

~ Cremation Urns

~ Keepsake Urns & 
Vaults

~ No Membership 
Fees or Hidden 

Charges

4926 Johnson Drive
Shawnee Mission,

Kansas 66205
913-384-5566

of Kansas City
$1,195

Simple Cremation

www.CremationCenterKC.com

Artists brush up
at park sessions

Plein air painting pro-
vides an opportunity to 
translate nature’s beauty at 
Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch 
Road, Merriam, to paper or 
canvas by painting outdoors.

 Six sessions of 2 ½ 
hour each begin May 11 
with another session starting 
on June 29. Both sessions 
meet at the park at 9 a.m.  

Cost is $66/$73 non-
residents.  

Pre-registration is 
required by calling 913-
831-3359 or online by 
visiting the Fine and Per-
forming Arts page at jcprd.
com/50plus.

Spring Hill woman doctor was first in Kansas
By Gerald Hay

Dr. Celia Ann Dayton was an early pioneer in healing 
and hope in Bloody Kansas (1855-1861) and the eve of the 
Civil War. 

According to the book, A History of Spring Hill 1857-
1983: “Two doctors came to Spring Hill in January 1859. 
They were Dr. C. A. Dayton and Dr. 
Hiram E. Dayton - mother and (adopt-
ed) son. Dr. Celia Ann Dayton was the 
first woman doctor in Kansas.” 

Born on Jan. 24, 1815, in Herkimer 
County, N.Y., Dr. Celia Ann Dayton had 
studied and practiced medicine in New 
York, Michigan and Vermont from 1849 
until she and her son settled in Spring 
Hill. Her husband, Amon, arrived a few 
months later.

The arrival of the Dayton family 
was amid a series of two-year benchmarks at that time. 

In 1859, Kansas was still a territory. Spring Hill was 
a 2-year-old toddler since its founding in March 1857 by 
James B. Hovey. Johnson County was only two years older 
as one of the first 33 counties created on Aug. 25, 1855. It 
would be another two years before Kansas became the 34th 
state on Jan. 29, 1861. The Civil War began two months af-
ter Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state against 
slavery.

A year later, Dr. Hiram E. Dayton was shot in death on 
Jan. 27, 1862, in a cabin near Blue Springs, Missouri. At the 
time, he was a Civil War scout for the 7th Kansas Calvary 
and was killed after reportedly being discovered as a Union 
spy against William Quantrill’s Raiders. Dr. Hiram E. Day-
ton was buried in the Spring Hill Cemetery.

The Kansas Historical Society noted: “Also in 1862, Ce-
lia divorced her husband, which was very uncommon for the 
time period.” He reportedly had taken “a fancy to a Swedish 
settler,” leading to the martial split.

“Dr. Annie Dayton, as she was called, was successful 
and well-loved in the community. She lived here the rest 
of her life. Tradition of the community is that she was very 
active in the Underground Railroad.” – A History of Spring 
Hill.

She was also known to have offered aid and comfort to 
Black freedmen and freedwomen during Bloody Kansas and 
after the Civil War.

Dr. Annie Dayton died on Nov. 18, 1895, at age 80, 
She was buried beside her son in the Spring Hill Cemetery. 
Amon Dayton, her former husband, also is buried at the 
cemetery following his death on Oct. 20, 1871, at age 67.

Her obituary called Dr. Annie Dayton “a prominent 
character and an extraordinary woman in many ways” in the 
early history of Kansas, noting her prominence in its early 
struggles will never be fully known. “She was very reti-
cent and retired in disposition, hence, her daring and heroic 
deeds in war times are unknown only to the old timers of 
that period.” 

“In her practice, she became widely known all over the 
county in those early days and was very successful as a phy-
sician…There are scores of men and women in this commu-
nity whose advent into life was at her hands…In her death, 
this community loses one of its oldest and most esteemed 
citizens, one beloved by all, old and young, alike.” 

Celia Dayton Park, a small park, is located a few blocks 
from the Spring Hill Cemetery. Dayton Creek, a new 
elementary school and a new subdivision, also honor her 
memory. 

The rest is history. 

JoCo History
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GET A FREE COPY 
OF THIS BOOK

Thinking Of Selling Your House 
& Downsizing?

Call  (855) 291-5005  today!
Home Downsizing Solutions

BLUE COLLAR MASONRY 
AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Masonry Services
Tuckpointing
New Builds & Repairs
Chimney Repair

Handyman Services
Bathroom Remodels
Plumbing & Electrical
Power Washing
Deck Staining
Deck Builds & Repairs

Free estimates 

Senior and 
Military discounts

816-806-3747

 

National Active and Retired Federal  Employees 
Association (Chapter 1162 – Shawnee Mission) 

100 years of advocacy protecting and enhancing federal 
employee and retiree pay and benefits.  Visit NARFE.ORG. 

Or call 913-268-8526 for local chapter information. 

The application process for our buildings couldn’t 
be easier. Contact us directly and we’ll find out if you 
qualify and promptly take care of the details, including 
assistance with the paperwork. If you qualify, you 
simply move in and begin living anew!

Utilities provided (allowance based)
Rent based on income
Section 8 assistance available

Great location
Social events
No voucher needed

Quality housing that meets your budget, in a safe, secure setting.

Red.indd   1 11/13/14   1:02 PM

Luau lunch in May includes bingo
Aloha! Set sail with Johnson County Park and Rec-

reation District's 50 Plus program to a tropical paradise 
where residents can enjoy a luau lunch and play 12 games 
of bingo. 

The event is scheduled from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 
19 at the Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 Rose-
wood Dr., Doors open at 11 a.m.

Admission cost is $17 per person, $19 nonresidents, 
and covers food and staff time to administer the bingo 
program. No additional charge for bingo.

Pre-registration is required at JCPRD.com/register and 
search for activity number 21848 or call 913-831-3355. 

Event features first responders
A Community Heroes event from 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

June 29 will feature first responders and their vehicles at 
Meadowbrook Park, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village. 

Firefighters, Park Police and emergency workers will 
share what they do to young and older attendees. Emer-
gency vehicles will be on display for close-up looks and 
pictures. Snack included. 

Event for ages 1-4 with an adult is $3 per child, $4 for 
nonresidents. 

Register online at JCPRD.com/register and search 
for activity number 21937. Call 913-826-2975 for 
details. 

at your service

out & about
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May-June classifieds

The classified ad rate in The Best Times is $55 for the first 20 
words and $0.75 for each additional word. Advertising rates 
and advertising deadlines are subject to change without 
notice.
Payment for classified ads and business card ads must be paid 
in advance by the invoice due date prior to ad publication. 

Classified ad requests are not accepted after the third day of 
the month preceding the publication. For more information 
on the classified ad or business card ad process, contact Tim 
Phenicie.

Email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
Call: 913-715-8920

at your service

Publishing of classified 
advertising does not 
constitute agreement 

or endorsement by this 
magazine or  

Johnson County Government.

SenCom (Senior Computer 
Users Group) is offering in-
person classroom instruction for 
seniors. There are 27 classes 
covering 16 topics scheduled for 
the second quadrimester, from 
Beginning Computer Workshop to 
Windows 11. Apple and Android 
tablets/phones are covered also. 
These and other senior friendly 
3-hour classes are listed on 
our website at www.kcsenior.
net. Check out all the other 
great resources available there. 
We are doing hybrid in-person/
video monthly general meetings 
with updated information, a 
question and answer discussion, 
and a special presentation on a 
topic of interest to seniors. For 
schedules and locations of all 
monthly, special interest group, 
and Lunch & Learn meetings, 
and for information on SenCom 
membership and volunteer 
opportunities, go to our website or 
call Lou at 913-298-0575. 

CAROL’S CLUTTER-BUSTING 
SERVICES. Spring Cleaning, 
Down-sizing or Moving? Create 
a clutter-free home you enjoy. 
I can help you. Client-centered 
approach to making real changes 
that you can maintain. FREE 
consultation. Spring promotion: 
Pay for 2 hours and get the 3rd 
for FREE. Exp. 6/30/22. 808-205-
0866.

How do I get rid of all these 
machines & tools? If you have 
a basement or garage full of 
woodworking tools, why not let me 
price and sell them while freeing 
up some space and putting cash 
in your hands. With over 24 years’ 
experience in appraising and 
selling woodworking machinery & 
tools, I can make life easier. Call 
or email Mike at 913-375-5750, 
mbcobb5@gmail.com.

Larry Laney Construction 
Co. Specializing in Kitchen/
Bathroom Remodeling and Home 
Renovation, Finish Carpentry, 
Painting, Drywall and Tile. 
I'm an Honest, Hard-Working, 
Dependable and Very Skilled 
Craftsmen. Licensed and Insured 
with References. Call Larry at 
913-963-3434. See My Work At 
www.laneyremodelingkc.com.

MEDICARE Supplements, 
Advantage Plans or Part D 
Plans - Whether you are just now 
aging into Medicare or would 
like to compare your current 
plan, you have options. Let me 
help you find the best plan. I’m a 
local, licensed and experienced 
Medicare advisor. Call Rhonda at 
913-579-3349. 

Cabinet Maker - Upgrade your 
kitchen and vanity with new shaker 
style doors, roll out shelves, 
hardware. Harold. 913-396-2382.

MG Home Improvement.         
Professional House Painting. 
Deck Restoration and Staining.  
Bath and Kitchen Remodeling. 
Carpentry/Construction.
Experienced, Quality 
Workmanship. Senior Discounts, 
Free Estimates, Insured. Call 
Michael. 913-486-9040.

Comfortable Cleaning Services 
For Your Home. Free Estimates, 
Experienced, Quality Work, and 
Insured. Call Blanca at 913-378-
6612.

RESIDENTIAL LIFTS. Stair 
lifts, wheelchair lifts, elevators 
and ceiling/patient lifts. KC Lift 
& Elevator at 913-327-5557 
(formerly Silver Cross - KC). 
www.kclift.com.

Retired Overland Park Realtor. 
Will pay top dollar cash for your 
house. No inspections, appraisals 
or closing costs. Leave all of your 
stuff behind. Linda Mathiesen. 
913-642-5055.

Doggie day or night care.  $29 
a day.  Overland Park retired dog 
lover. References available. 10 
foot privacy fence with padlocks.  
Linda. 913-642-5055.

Osi's Landscaping and 
Painting. 15 years of 
experience. Quality work interior/
exterior residential painting. 
Landscaping, cut grass, clean 
yard, mulch, power wash houses, 
decks and patios. We offer 
reasonable prices. References 
available. Call Osiel. 913-575-
0667.

LEND A HANDY HELPER, 
LLC. We do those ""little"" jobs 
that other Handymen won't do. 
Licensed, Insured. Free Estimates. 
From Lightbulbs to Ceiling fans, 
Power washing, and Grab bars. 
No Job Too Small! 22 year Retired 
Military Veteran, Honest, Reliable, 
REASONABLE. You can make 
an estimate appointment online 
at website or call 913-713-9030. 
www.lendahandyhelper.com.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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HANDYMAN PRO, LLC - Repair, 
Remodel, Renew. Bathrooms, 
painting, decks, yard work, 
sheetrock repair, grab bars, 
ramp building. Call Tom for 
free estimate. 913-488-7320. 
Handymanprokc.com.

ALL CLEAN CARPETS. Family 
Owned and Operated since 1977! 
Carpets-Tile-Grout-Orientals / 
Area Rug Cleaning.  Small Carpet 
Repairs and Odor Control. We 
also Clean Upholstery. Sofa's-
Love Seats-Chairs. Mention This 
Ad and receive 10% off your first 
cleaning. ALL CLEAN CARPETS. 
913-894-0301.

ANTIQUES WANTED: 35th 
year in business in KC / We are 
actively looking to purchase 
antique furniture, paintings, 
quilts, silver flatware, jewelry, 
old toys, postcards, watches, 
pottery, glassware, advertising 
signs, country store items 
and almost anything old or 
unusual. Free verbal appraisals. 
Call 913-677-5566 or www.
horsefeathersantiques.com.

Complete Residential Services. 
Electrical, plumbing repairs, 
interior and exterior painting, 
driveway sealing and repair, expert 
textured ceiling or wall repair. Free 
estimates and references available. 
Call Rich at 913-522-8325.

HOME DESIGN SERVICES.
37 Years Experience. Paint 
Selection, Space Planning, Art & 
Accessory Placement, Blending 
Old & New, Furniture & Window 
Covering Resources, Hourly 
Consults, Call Mary. 913-304-4440.

Electricians - semi-retired, 
licensed, neat and courteous. 
"We work with you, listen, 
and advise accordingly." All 
jobs considered, from adding 
new receptacles and lights to 
upgrading electrical service panel. 
Stop overpaying. Raymond. 913-
671-8868.

AM/PM Computer & Heartland 
Macs. Personal Cyber Security 
and Protection - Get your PC and 
Mac running Better and Faster- 
Computer Help and Repairs - WiFi 
and Internet Problems - One-on-
one how to help - Call now- 913-
385-2676 - 22 Years in Business- 
10% senior discount - Security 
service plans available.

Brick, Block and Stone. All work 
guaranteed. I am insured and 
have forty years’ experience. Call 
Paul. 913-302-7297 Day or 913-
321-0431 Night.

ProLine Painting & Improve-
ments. Interior & Exterior Painting 
and Repairs * Decks * Drywall 
* Handyman * Licensed and 
Insured * Courtesy Consultations 
& Estimates, call 913-424-6346. 
Email ProLineKC@gmail.com.

Can We Buy Your House? We 
pay cash for houses in good 
neighborhoods. We buy in as-is 
condition and you can close on the 
day of your choosing. Easy. Cash. 
NO Commission. Schedule a no 
obligation appointment. Daniel 
Bennison. 913-787-6354.

Are you writing your life story?  
www.porchswingstories.com is 
the easiest online tool to help you 
capture and save your cherished 
memories. Another greater KC 
company!  Call 833-767-2411 for 
more information. 

Senior Care Assistance.
Assist with showers, meals, 
housekeeping, errands, 
medication management and 
companionship. Fee: $70 for 3 
hours Certified Nurse Assistant, 
deep cleaning $100 and up for 3 
hrs. Lisa. 314-229-1703.

Stay Young, Learn Something 
New!!  Realism Art instruction 
in Colored Pencil &/or Graphite.  
Thurs. AM from 10-12.  No 
Experience needed. $25 per 
week.  Professional Artist/Teacher 
in Olathe. For details email:carol.
rondinelli.kc@gmail.com.

Private duty nursing care.  
Will provide assistance with 
ADL’s, meals, medication and 
companionship. NE Johnson County. 
$30 per hour, 2 hour minimum. 
Kathy, LPN, 913-850-0443.
Do your Grandchildren love art?  
Kids Colored Pencil Art Camp this 
summer June 8 thru July 27 in 
Olathe. 16 hrs.instruction $200.  
Professional Artist/Teacher. For 
details email:carol.rondinelli.kc@
gmail.com. Ages 9 thru 14.

Lawn Mowing, Aerification, 
Seeding, Fertilizing and 
Landscape. Honest, Reliable and 
Reasonable. 25 years exp. of golf 
grounds management Call Kurt at 
Kaw Lawns 816-896-7354.
FOR SALE

Cemetery Lot, Oaklawn 
Memorial Gardens on Blackbob., 
Olathe, Ks. containing 2 interment 
spaces. Lot is currently selling for 
$6925.00. Will sell for $3000.00.  
Call or text 913-271-6944.

Johnson County Memorial 
Gardens, 11200 Metcalf Ave,  
2 lovely lots together. Rep at 
cemetary will show lots. Call Jim. 
620-341-0307.

3 side by side beautiful plots, 
at Johnson County Chapel 
& Memorial Gardens. For 
information please call: Diane 
816-985-2779.

JOHNSON COUNTY MEMORIAL 
GARDENS. Located at 112th & 
Metcalf, Overland Park, KS. Two 
side-by-side companion lots for 
sale. Ideal location. Call Charles 
at 913-522-8838.

Cemetery Plot for Sale in 
Johnson County Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery. Call Bruce 
for details: 913-707-4497.

Johnson County Memorial 
Gardens. Indoor niche for two. 
Paid $3200. Will sell for $2700. 
913-780-0515.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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May-June calendar
May & June

1860s LIVING HISTORY. Memorial 
Day – Labor Day, Wednesday - Saturday. 
10-4 pm. $9/adults, $7 ages 5-11, Olathe 
residents receive $2 off admission. 
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & Farm. Enjoy 
stagecoach rides, visits to the historic 
farmhouse and blacksmith shop, old 
fashioned games and seasonal farming 
activities. Visit mahaffie.org for more 
information.
Movies. Mondays. 12:30 pm. Lenexa 
Senior Center. Please call 913-477-7100 
for further information.
Cards and Games: Duplicate Bridge. 
Mondays. Noon-4 pm. $1. Tomahawk 
Ridge Community Center.  Partner 
required. 
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation 
Exercise Program (AFEP). Mondays & 
Wednesdays. 10:30-11:15 am. $3. Merri-
am Community Center. 
Bingo. Tuesdays. 12:30 pm. Lenexa 
Senior Center. To reserve lunch with 
Johnson County Nutrition, call 913-888-
6141 24 hrs. in advance between 9-10 
am. Lunch served at 11:30 am. 
Crafts: Knitting Hats from the Heart. 
Tuesdays. 1-3 pm. Roeland Park Com-
munity Center.  Knit and crochet hats for 
charity. Free lessons given to beginners 
interested in joining the group.
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation 
Exercise Program (AFEP). Tuesdays & 
Thursdays. 1-1:45 pm. $3. Spring Hill 
Civic Center. 
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation Ex-
ercise Program (AFEP) Virtual. Wednes-
days. 11-11:45 pm. $3 online donation 
option during class. Call 913-826-2830 
for Zoom information. 
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation 
Exercise Program (AFEP). Wednesdays. 
1-1:45 pm. $3. Matt Ross Community 
Center.
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation 
Exercise Program (AFEP). Wednesdays 
& Fridays. 10:15-11 am. $3. New Century 
Fieldhouse. 
Games: Mah Jongg. Thursdays. 1-4 pm. 
$1.  Roeland Park Community Center. 
Exercise:  AEA Arthritis Foundation Exer-
cise Program (AFEP). Fridays. 10:45-11 
am. $3. Matt Ross Community Center. 

Crafts: Hobby Group.   Fridays.  1-3pm.  
Roeland Park Community Center. Bring 
whatever project you are working on and 
get crafty with other members of your 
community.
Days out with Frank & Ella. Month of 
June – Wednesdays & Thursdays. 10 
am-4 pm. $5/ages 5-11, one free adult 
admission with each paid child admis-
sion. Adult stagecoach rides $2. Mahaffie 
Stagecoach Stop & Farm. A different his-
tory theme each week and learn what life 
was like for Frank and Ella, the youngest 
Mahaffies. Paid admission includes 
crafts, hands-on history activities and a 
stagecoach ride. Visit mahaffie.org for 
more information.
Family Fun Nights. Thursdays in June. 
6-8 pm. Free, some activities, including
stagecoach rides, require a small fee. A
different history theme each week with
hands-on activities, tours of the historic
farmhouse and blacksmith demon-
strations. Visit mahaffie.org for more
information.

May 3
Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Expect fiddles, 
guitars, folk, blues and bluegrass.

May 5
Chair Yoga. 1-1:45 pm. Temporary 
Olathe Downtown Library.

May 10
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Snacks and drinks 
provided.
Live at the Library:  John Batdorf. 
7-8:15 pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library.
Live folk-rock performance.

May 11
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm.  
Lenexa Senior Center. Musical entertain-
ment provided by “Crimson Blues.” Op-
tional lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 a.m.  
Call 913-888-6141 between 9-10 a.m. 24 
hours in advance for lunch reservations.

May 12
Container Gardening. 6:30-8 pm. Zoom. 
Presented by a Johnson County Exten-
sion Master Gardener. Visit olathelibrary.
org/events for Zoom link.
Pond Management Class for Pond 
Owners.  6:30-8:30 pm. Extension Office. 
Program is designed for people manag-

ing ponds on their property. Registration 
required.
Lunch Bunch.  11:15 am (transporta-
tion departs from Lenexa Senior Center 
at 10:40 am). $5 for transportation to 
restaurant and cost of your own meal: 
“Maggiano’s” (7025 W. 135th Street, 
Overland Park).  Reservations required 
by calling 913-477-7134.

May 13
Games: Mah Jongg May-nia Tourna-
ment.  11:30 am-3:30 pm. $15/$16. Toma-
hawk Ridge Community Center.

May 17
Finding Peace in Times of Stress. 6-7 
pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. John-
son County Mental Health will talk about 
self-care, coping, resilience and ways to 
implement various strategies into daily 
life.

May 20-22
Friends of the Library Book Sale. 5/20: 
9-5 pm, 5/21: 10 am-4 pm, 5/22: Sack
Sale 1-4 pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library.
All items $1 or less.

May 24
Stretch and Restore Yoga.  11-11:45 
am. Olathe Indian Creek Library.

May 25
Acoustic Jam Session. 6-8 pm. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Bring an instrument 
and jam with us, share a song or just 
listen.
How to Maximize Your Social Security. 
6:30 pm.  Lenexa Senior Center.

May 31
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 pm. 
Lenexa Senior Center.

June 1
Author Visit: Sarah Smarsh. 7-8 pm. 
Indian Creek Park Amphitheater. Please 
call 913-971-6850 to register.

June 2
Chair Yoga. 1-1:45 pm. Temporary 
Olathe Downtown Library.

June 4
New Theatre Restaurant: “The Play that 
Goes Wrong.” Noon matinee. $42/$47 (w/
transportation that departs at 10:30 am 
from Lenexa Senior Center).  Register by 
May 4 by calling 913-477-7100. 
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BLUE VALLEY REC: Blue Valley Recreation Activity 
Center, 6545 W. 151st St., Overland Park;  
913-685-6090; bluevalleyrec.org.

CENTRAL RESOURCE LIBRARY: 9875 W. 87th St., 
Overland Park; 913-826-4600 and Press 3 for all 
Johnson County Library reservations.

EXTENSION: Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe;  913-715-7000; 
johnson.ksu.edu/classes.

ARTS & HERITAGE: Arts & Heritage Center, 8788 
Metcalf Ave., Overland Park; 913-826-2787; jocoAHC.
com.

LENEXA SENIOR CENTER: 13425 Walnut St., Lenexa; 
913-477-7100.

MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP AND FARM: 1200 
Kansas City Road, Olathe; 913-971-5111.

MATT ROSS: Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 
Marty St., Overland Park; 913-826-2830.

MEADOWBROOK PARK CLUBHOUSE, 9101 Nall Ave., 
Prairie Village; 913-826-2975.

MERRIAM COMMUNITY CENTER, 6040 Slater St., 
Merriam; 913-322-5550.

MILL CREEK: Mill Creek Activity Center, 6518 Vista, 
Shawnee; 913-826-2950. 

NEW CENTURY: New Century Fieldhouse, 551 New 
Century Parkway, New Century; 913-826-2850.

TEMPORARY OLATHE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY: 
1078A W. Santa Fe, Olathe; 913-971-6850; to register, 
913-971-6888.

OLATHE INDIAN CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY: 16100 W. 
135th St., Olathe; 913-971-6835.

PRAIRIE VILLAGE: Prairie Village Community Center, 
7720 Mission Road, Prairie Village; 913-381-6464

ROELAND PARK: Roeland Park Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park; 913-826-3160.

SHAWNEE CIVIC CENTRE: 13817 Johnson Drive, 
Shawnee; 913-631-5200.

SHAWNEE SAFETY CENTER: SenCom computer lab, 
lower level, 6535 Quivira Road, Shawnee; 913-631-5200.

SYLVESTER POWELL: Sylvester Powell Community 
Center, 6200 Martway St., Mission; 913-722-8200.

TOMAHAWK RIDGE: Tomahawk Ridge Community 
Center, 11902 Lowell Ave., Overland Park; 913-327-6645.

FACILITY LOCATIONS

June calendar
June 7

Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Expect fiddles, guitars, folk, blues and bluegrass.

June 8
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm. Lenexa Senior Center.  
Musical entertainment provided by “MO-KAN Reunion Band.” 
Optional lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 am. Call 913-888-6141 
between 9-10 am 24 hours in advance for lunch reservations.

June 9
Lunch Bunch.  11:15 am (transportation departs from Lenexa 
Senior Center at 10:40 am).  $5 for transportation to restaurant 
and cost of your own meal: “The Shack” (1861 W. 9329 Harbin-
ger, Lenexa).  Reservations required by calling 913-477-7134.

June 10 & 17
Bullseye Quilt 2-Week Series. 10-12:30 pm. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Class will only cover the construction of blocks 
and settings. Please call 913-971-6850 to register.

June 14
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Snacks and drinks provided.

June 20
Juneteenth Celebration. 9 am-4 pm. Olathe Indian Creek 

Library. Celebrate Juneteenth with storytimes, all ages crafts 
in the Lab, historical presentations and a commemorative walk 
from the Library to MidAmerica Nazarene University. 

June 21
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 pm. Lenexa Senior 
Center.

June 22
Acoustic Jam Session. 6-8 pm. Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Bring your instrument and jam with us, share a song, or just 
listen.

June 24
Wonders of Discovery. 9 am–2 pm. Pollinator Prairie, 320 S 
Blake St., Olathe, featuring  Johnson County Extension Master 
Naturalists in conjunction with National Pollinator week, Cat-
erpillar Petting Zoo, Birds of Prey, Monarch Watch, What's the 
Buzz About Native Bees and more!

June 24 & July 1
Delectable Mountain Quilt Block Two-Week Series. 10 
am–12:30 pm. Please call 913-971-6850 to register.

June 28
Stretch and Restore Yoga.  11-11:45 am. Olathe Indian Creek 
Library.
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