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COMMISSIONER MEYERS March 2022 

CC: CHAIRMAN ED EILBERT 

111 S. Cherry St, Olathe, KS 66061 

A good local government is one that supports its citizens, not one that 

burdens them with more troubles. 

I am concerned about the recent regulation recommendations for solar 

farmers. At best, they are motivated by a heavy sense of caution. At worst, 

they are a ploy to eliminate solar farming in our county. Either way, they will 

have the same result: the defeat of renewable energy within Johnson 

County. 

The dissuasion comes in many forms: acreage limits, tight zoning protocols, 

even reduced permit ranges. I ask that you vote against all these things. 

A good local government listens to its citizens and ensures it represents the 

desires of the community. I hope we can continue to ca I the Johnson County 

Commission a good local government. 

Thank you, 
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To the commissioner's office: 

In regards to solar energy regulation, I must voice my opposition. The methods suggested to 

this county commission will prove unfruitful and will stifle any success we hope to achieve in 

this sector. 

Imposing limitations on acreage and distance from ce1tain populations will render local 

farmers incapacitated from making any sort of meaningful profit on solar farming. This, in 

turn, will disincentivize them from pursuing solar energy at all, which will hurt our local needs. 

Please utilize the resources at your disposal to cut this endless red tape that is threatening to 

choke renewable energy before it even has a chance here in Johnson County. 

Regards. 
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Dear Commissioner and Chairman, 

A lot of discussion has been swirling around the topic of renewable energy for Johnson 

County. In particular, the idea of solar farming has emerged as a sensible solution to 

our growing energy needs and desire to transition away from traditional, "dirtier" 

sources. 

However, alongside these good ideas lie some bad ones: acreage limitations and 

arbitrarily shortened county permits. These suggestions at recent zoning meetings are 

antithetical to the progress that would be ignited from the use of solar farming. Indeed, 

they have the power to shut down this venture altogether! 

Please spare our community from needless regulations. We deserve clean energy that 

will boost our quality of life and our local economy. 

Sincerely, 
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Olathe, Kansas 66061 

CC: Ed Eilbert 

To my County Commissioner: 

I must request that you turn down the proposal of regulations created 

for the topic of solar farming here in Johnson County. I have learned of 

the terrible ideas held within them. From shortened permits to limited 

acreage, there is nothing but antagonistic themes present in this 

proposal's language. 

Please fix these issues immediately, Thank you! 



Topic: Solar Energy 

March 2022 

Commissioner Meyers CC: Ed Eilbert 

111 S. Cherry St. 

Olathe, Kansas 66061 

Greetings! 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am aware that there have 
been some very steep regulations proposed against solar 
farmers; I would like to share why I think you should vote against 
such measures. 

The 1,000 care restriction will significantly limit land owners 
from using their property to produce the energy that would 
make the process worthwhile. This will stifle any economic 
growth that we would hope to see as a product of investing our 
community in renewable energy sources, such as solar farms. 

In general, these restrictions being suggested are antagonistic 
to private property rights - and for no reasonable purpose that 
I can deduce. Therefore, I ask you to please vote against them. 

Sincerely, 
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Commissioner Meyers, 

I am writing to express my dissatisfaction with the current regulation proposals 

for solar farming in Johnson County. Why have such extreme measures been 

taken against solar farming on private property in recent zoning meetings? 

Shouldn't private farmers be allowed to have more freedom with their own land? 

I ask that you please provide more flexibility to our local farmers on issues like 

acreage limitations and county permits for renewable energy sources. These 

people are only trying to help bring more renewable energy to Johnson County. 

Cordially, 



COMMISSIONER MEYERS 
ED EILBERT 

111 S. CHERRY ST, OLATHE, KS 66061 \ 

GENTLEMEN, 

It has become evident that these proposed regulations for solar farming are anything but "for"them. 

Rather, they ore clearly ogoinstthem. We mustn't allow these regulations to become low in Johnson 

County. 

I ask that you please reverse course on this one thousand acre cap and the two-mile buffer language 

that would severely handicap our farmers from being able to pursue renewable energy. 

We all know renewable energy is inevitable. Why waste time pushing against it with harsh regulations 

that won't stand the tests of time? Please fix these issues before Johnson County's advantages in 

the energy sector are lost forever. 

RESPECTFULLY, 

FROM: 



Commissioner Meyers 
and Ed Eilbert 

111 S. Cherry St. I Olathe, KS 66061 

Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

If this letter does not find you in support of increasing farmer•s 

rights for solar farming, I hope you will take this moment to 

reconsider. 

Limiting farmers' ability to have solar farms to just 1,000 acres will 

make it very difficult for them to become meaningful providers for 

large energy users in our region. Likewise, if they are required to 

place them far away from city areas, this will decrease their 

effectiveness. 

I hope you will vote against burdensome regulations to help our 

farmers. 

Sincerely, 
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CC: Ed Eilbert 

Commissioner: 

Please do not lend your support to the 1,000 

acre cap for solar farming that has been 

proposed for Johnson County. This 

unreasonable limitation will hurt local farmers 

who hope to utilize their private property to 

bring us energy. 

Likewise, please reject the city buffer of 2 

miles being proposed against solar farms. 

These regulations are extreme and will hurt 

the cause of renewable energy for our county. 

Thank you, 
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To Commissioner Meyers, 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, considering your 

busy schedule, 

Our community is under threat from restrictions proposed by the 

County Planning Commission. 

We need projects such as the proposed large-scale solar farm. 

These sort of projects are the future of Johnson County, just as 

they are the future for many of the other communities in Kansas. 

However, we will be steps behind everyone else if we allow the 

Planning Commission's proposed rules to pass. 

The industry standard is currently a 30-year lease limit, as is 

backed up by the testimonials of industry professionals. To follow 

well below the industry average would be to fall behind our peers. 

A 20 year limit is not financially feasible for a renewable energy 

project such as this. 

Oppose the restrictions proposed by the County Planning 

Commission. 

Respectfully, 
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To: Commissioner Meyers . 

I've been informed that there are proposed restrictions for a 

large-scale solar farm here in Johnson County. 

I cannot begin to express my disappointment in these actions. Such 

restrictions are unnecessary. Per expert testimony, the industry 

standard for length of leases is limited at 30 years. This length of time 

is necessary for the financial viability of a 21st century project such as 

this, and is not meant to impose nefarious contracts on the county. 

Do not let Johnson County lose out on a wonderful opportunity to take 

advantage of renewable solar energy. Please oppose these 

restrictions proposed by the planning commission. 

Yours, 
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Commissioner Jeff Meyers 
111 S. Cherry St. 
Olathe, KS 66061 

Dear Commissioner, 

I am writing to you because I am in support of renewable energy and the 
proposed large-scale solar farms that's set to come to Johnson County. 

There are many large tech and manufacturing companies whose goals 
align with moving forward with renewable energy. If Johnson County were 
to have a large-scale solar farm, it would become attractive for companies 
to move to this community, thus creating more job opportunities for those 
who need it. 

This will not happen if we follow through with the proposed restrictions by 
the County Planning Commission. 

I ask that you oppose said restrictions and take a step forward that'll benefit 
this community. 

Sincerely, 
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Commissioner Jeff Meyers, 

The County Planning Commission is planning on setting restrictions on 

large-scale solar farms that will present themselves as a detriment to Johnson 

County. 

A 20-year lease limit is NOT the industry standard. Are we to be seen as the 

county that cannot follow in-step with the rest of the world? Are we to be known 

as the community that resisted the passage of time, rather than learning, growing, 

and adapting to the changing tide? How can we expect new jobs to come in from 

outside sources when we cannot even set ourselves up as an example in 

industry-leading thinking and action? 

OPPOSE the proposed rules set forth by the County Planning Commission. These 

restrictions are unnecessary, and quite frankly, a danger to our community. 

Thank you, 
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To: Commissioner Jeff Meyers 

Subject: Large-Scale Solar Farm 

Greetings, 

I'm writing this letter to you because I feel the need to express my support for a large-scale 

solar farm in Johnson County. 

If the County Planning C�mmission were to have their way, we will never see this project 

come to fruition. A 20-year lease term is not financially feasible for such a project, and it 

falls well below the industry standard of a 30-year lease practiced by other communities 

throughout the country. 

Please, make the right call. Oppose these restrictions before it is too late. 

With gratitude, 
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To Commissioner Meyers, 

I'm writing to you today because I feel it necessary to express my concerns 
over restrictions that are being proposed to restrict solar energy. 

Industry standards currently suggest a 30-year lease limit for renewable 
energy projects such as solar energy farms. To restrict the lease at a 
20-year limit would be to hold this community back while others make 
progress in leaps and bounds by embracing renewable resources. 

Johnson County could be leading the charge on solar, renewable energy, 
but the right steps need to be taken in order for that to occur. Please 
oppose the restrictions proposed by the County Planning Commission. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Meyers, 

Take a moment of your time, as I did in order to write this letter, in order to 

review and oppose the restrictions set forth by the County Planning 

Commission. 

Johnson County is in need of job opportunities that will be created thanks to 

projects such as a large-scale solar farm. However, such projects will never 

come to pass in our community if we levy restrictions that will push them 

away into the arms of another more welcoming community. 

Let us follow industry standards and set a lease term limit of 30 years. Let's 

be on the leading edge of technology. Allow Johnson County to become an 

enticing business prospect for outside companies. 

Do what's right for us and our community and OPPOSE the Planning 

Commission's restrictions on large-scale solar farms. 

Thank you for your time, 
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Dear Commissioner Me,.ers, 
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Commissioner Jeff Meyers, 

Thank you for reading my letter. This is an issue that I feel 
passionately about. 

The County Planning Commission wants to place restrictions on 
large-scale solar farms here in Johnson County. What this is 
effectively saying is that Johnson County opposes the 
fast-approaching future that is reliable renewable energy. It is NOT a 
good look for our community and will end up being detrimental to our 
growth and prosperity. 

Industry professionals, such as engineers from Burns and McDonnel, 
have testified that a 30-year lease permit is the industry standard 
necessary for the financial viability of a large-scale project like this 
one. To set a lease permit limit to 20 years would be to make Johnson 
County an undesirable location to operate in for businesses that have 
set the use of renewable energy sources as one of their main goals. 

Let's all move forward together. 

Sincerely, 
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To my local Commissioner, Jeff Meyers, 

Please consider opposing the County Planning Commission's plan 

to place restrictions on the large solar farm set to be brought to 

Johnson County. 

If we set a 20-year lease limit, we are only going to make our 

community an undesirable location for renewable energy projects 

such as this one to be drafted, planned, and created. We are in need 

of jobs, we are in need of money, and we are in need of a good status 

boost to our community. 

Thank you for your time, 



Commissioner Jeff Meyers 

111 S. Cherry St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

Dear Commissioner, 

I am writing to you because I am in support of renewable energy and the 

proposed large-scale solar farms that's set to come to Johnson County. 

There are many large tech and manufacturing companies whose goals 

align with moving forward with renewable energy. If Johnson County were 

to have a large-scale solar farm, it would become attractive for companies 

to move to this community, thus creating more job opportunities for those 

who need it. 

This will not happen if we follow through with the proposed restrictions by 

the County Planning Commission. 

I ask that you oppose said restrictions and take a step forward that'll benefit 

this community. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Commissioner �rs, 

I'm talrlng tlae time to write tllls letter beeaase I am 
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To: Commissioner Meyers . 

I've been informed that there are proposed restrictions for a 
large-scale solar farm here in Johnson County. 

I cannot begin to express my disappointment in these actions. Such 
restrictions are unnecessary. Per expert testimony, the industry 
standard for length of leases is limited at 30 years. This length of time 
is necessary for the financial viability of a 21st century project such as 
this, and is not meant to impose nefarious contracts on the county. 

Do not let Johnson County lose out on a wonderful opportunity to toke 
advantage of renewable solar energy. Please oppose these 
restrictions proposed by the planning commission. 

Yours, 
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Commissioner Jeff Meyers, 

The County Planning Commission is planning on setting restrictions on 

large-scale solar farms that will present themselves as a detriment to Johnson 

County. 

A 20-year lease limit is NOT the industry standard. Are we to be seen as the 

county that cannot follow in-step with the rest of the world? Are we to be known 

as the community that resisted the passage of time, rather than learning, growing, 

and adapting to the changing tide? How can we expect new jobs to come in from 

outside sources when we cannot even set ourselves up as an example in 

industry-leading thinking and action? 

OPPOSE the proposed rules set forth by the County Planning Commission. These 

restrictions are unnecessary, and quite frankly, a danger to our community. 

Thank you, 
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To Commissioner Meyers, 

I'm writing to you today because I feel it necessary to express my concerns 

over restrictions that are being proposed to restrict solar energy. 

Industry standards currently suggest a 30-year lease limit for renewable 

energy projects such as solar energy farms. To restrict the lease at a 

20-year limit would be to hold this community back while others make 

progress in leaps and bounds by embracing renewable resources. 

Johnson County could be leading the charge on solar, renewable energy, 

but the right steps need to be taken in order for that to occur. Please 

oppose the restrictions proposed by the County Planning Commission. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Meyers, 

Take a moment of your time, as I did in order to write this letter, in order to 
review and oppose the restrictions set forth by the County Planning 
Commission. 

Johnson County is in need of job opportunities that will be created thanks to 
projects such as a large-scale solar farm. However, such projects will never 
come to pass in our community if we levy restrictions that will push them 
away into the arms of another more welcoming community. 

Let us follow industry standards and set a lease term limit of 30 years. Let's 
be on the leading edge of technology. Allow Johnson County to become an 
enticing business prospect for outside companies. 

Do what's right for us and our community and OPPOSE the Planning 
Commission's restrictions on large-scale solar farms. 

Thank you for your time, 
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To Commissioner Meyers, 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, considering your 

busy schedule, 

Our community is under threat from restrictions proposed by the 

County Planning Commission. 

We need projects such as the proposed large-scale solar farm. 

These sort of projects are the future of Johnson County, just as 

they are the future for many of the other communities in Kansas. 

However, we will be steps behind everyone else if we allow the 

Planning Commission's proposed rules to pass. 

The industry standard is currently a 30-year lease limit , as is 

backed up by the testimonials of industry professionals. To follow 

well below the industry average would be to fall behind our peers. 

A 20 year limit is not financially feasible for a renewable energy 

project such as this. 

Oppose the restrictions proposed by the County Planning 

Commission. 

Respectfully, 
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Commissioner Jeff Meyers, 

Thank you for reading my letter. This is an issue that I feel 
passionately about. 

The County Planning Commission wants to place restrictions on 
large-scale solar farms here in Johnson County. What this is 
effectively saying is that Johnson County opposes the 
fast-approaching future that is reliable renewable energy. It is NOT a 
good look for our community and will end up being detrimental to our 
growth and prosperity. 

Industry professionals, such as engineers from Burns and McDonnel, 
have testified that a 30-year lease permit is the industry standard 
necessary for the financial viability of a large-scale project like this 
one. To set a lease permit limit to 20 years would be to make Johnson 
County an undesirable location to operate in for businesses that have 
set the use of renewable energy sources as one of their main goals. 

Let's all move forward together. 

Sincerely, 
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To my local Commissioner, Jeff Meyers, 

Please consider opposing the County Planning Commission's plan 

to place restrictions on the large solar farm set to be brought to 

Johnson County. 

If we set a 20-year lease limit, we are only going to make our 

community an undesirable location for renewable energy projects 

such as this one to be drafted, planned, and created. We are in need 

of jobs, we are in need of money, and we are in need of a good status 

boost to our community. 

Thank you for your time, 



To: Commissioner Jeff Meyers 

Subject: Large-Scale Solar Farm 

Greetings, 

I'm writing this letter to you because I feel the need to express my support for a large-scale 

solar farm in Johnson County. 

If the County Planning Commission were to have their way, we will never see this project 

come to fruition. A 20-year lease term is not financially feasible for such a project, and it 

falls well below the industry standard of a 30-year lease practiced by other communities 

throughout the country. 

Please, make the right call. Oppose these restrictions before it is too late. 

With gratitude, 




