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As winter turns into spring, 
we look ahead to 2022 with 
optimism, excitement and a 
continued passion to serve you.

The first half of 2022 brings 
two milestone events in Johnson 
County. A ribbon cutting will 
take place to celebrate the 
Tomahawk Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Facility upgrade/
expansion project. We broke 
ground on the county’s largest 
capital project on April 12, 2018. 
Completed on time and on budget, 
this project will improve water 
quality for county residents and 
save ratepayers an estimated $785 
million over 35 years.

Plans are also underway 
to mark the beginning of a 
new opportunity. Later this 
year we will celebrate the 
groundbreaking for the New 
Century Commerce Center 
expansion. Located next to the 
county’s New Century AirCenter, 
this private/public partnership 
with the Airport Commission 
and VanTrust Real Estate will 
bring new economic development 
to southwest Johnson County, 
including an estimated 2,675 new 
jobs over 10 years.

We continue to make progress on 
improving our library and park 
systems. On page 15 you’ll see 
an update of some of the projects 
planned for 2022 to enhance these 
popular amenities. While we 
are still in the planning stages, 
we look forward to opening the 
1952 courthouse time capsule 
and honoring the importance 
of Juneteenth. Then later in the 
year, we are excited to welcome 
back the KC Air Show, returning 
to New Century AirCenter over 
Labor Day weekend. 

The county will face challenging 
issues in 2022. We will continue 
considering potential changes 
to our planning and zoning 
regulations that, if approved, 
would allow for utility-scale 
solar energy installations in our 
county. This work will include 
continuing to listen to community 
opinion and expert guidance on 
the issue and making the best 
decision for our community. 
We will also continue to look at 
the availability of affordable 
housing, study the impact of a 
new transit pilot, support our 
vulnerable populations and craft 
the budget for Fiscal Year 2023. 

As we enter our third year of 
fighting a pandemic, we will 
continue to make available 
vaccinations and testing…two 
important mitigation tools for 
slowing the spread of COVID-19. 
Additionally, we will continue 
to follow the science, make data 
available on our COVID-19 
dashboard and communicate with 
you on multiple channels as the 
pandemic progresses.  

It is our pleasure to serve this 
community for another year, 
making Johnson County a premier 
place to live, work and raise a 
family.

On the cover: Correctional officers (left to right) Torrey Meade, Kendra Taylor-
Harrison, Tiffany Hill and Bret Holloway work in the Problem Solving Bed 
program. Learn more about this program and others on pages 6-8.
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Cedar Niles Park is Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s newest 
park. Cedar Niles Park is located west of K-7, stretching from approximately 
119th Street to 135th Street, and covering 1,030 acres. The southern portion 
of the park, including parking, the playground and shelter at the 135th 
Street Access Point, opened to the public in January 2022. The park offers 
4 miles of a multi-use paved trail as well as 4.5 miles of single-track trails 
for mountain biking and hiking. There are three access points for the park 
at 127th and Clare Road, 119th Street west of K-7, and 135th Street. More 
information, including trails maps, can be found at jcprd.com/cedar-niles.
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“We’re not out of the woods yet, but getting there,” is a 
common phrase heard regarding the current state of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the decline in cases following 
the Omicron surge is good news, the pandemic is still 
causing a high number of daily hospitalizations and deaths. 
In a recent Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
report, the weekly average deaths per 100,000 persons 
from October through November was 0.1 for those who 
have received their boosters, 0.6 for those fully vaccinated 
without boosters, and 7.8 for those who are unvaccinated. 

The vaccines are remarkably effective at preventing 
serious illness and getting more people vaccinated 
continues to be a priority for health officials. As of March 
10, 68.1% of adults 18 and older are fully vaccinated. For 
the younger age groups, 66.4% of adolescents 12-17, and 
34.9% of children 5-11, are fully vaccinated.

Mandated or voluntary, masking in indoor public places 
continues to be an important mitigation measure to control 
virus spread and reduce outbreaks in schools. Even though 
the mask order for children in elementary grades ended 
on Feb. 17, schools can still put in place mask requirements 
as needed. Dr. Sanmi Areola, Johnson County Department 
of Health and Environment director, recommends that 
students, especially those who are unvaccinated or at high 
risk for serious illness from COVID-19, continue to wear a 
high-quality mask in the classroom.

“If you have any symptoms of illness, get tested and 
stay home,” says Areola. COVID-19 symptoms can mimic 
allergies or influenza, so getting tested lets you know 
if you’re infected and at risk of spreading the virus. Visit 
KnowBeforeYouGoKS.com to find a testing site. 

As the weather warms up, Areola encourages everyone 
to get outdoors where the virus is less likely to spread. 
If you’re gathering with others, remember to physically 
distance to further reduce your risk. Vaccinations,  hand 
washing, avoiding crowded indoor environments and 
staying home when sick will also help to stop the spread 
and protect those who may be vulnerable to severe 
illness from COVID-19.

Charter Commission completes its work
On Feb. 24, the 25-member 2021 Charter Commission presented its final report to 
the BOCC. The Johnson County Charter requires a Charter Commission to convene 
every 10 years to review Johnson County Government’s operations and present 
proposed amendments or recommendations to the BOCC. Proposed amendments 
are put on the ballot for Johnson County voters to consider.

The 2021 Charter Commission held 21 meetings and two public hearings between 
March 1, 2021, and Feb. 14, 2022. They received multiple presentations from county 
staff, heard input from hundreds of residents (more than 50 at public meetings 
and more than 850 written comments) and discussed a variety of topics. No 
amendments or recommendations were submitted. More information and the final 
report are available at charter.jocogov.org.

103rd & Metcalf 
Sanity sewer improvements will be 
underway for the area of 103rd and 
Metcalf, Overland Park, with some 
impacts to traffic flow expected. 
The Johnson County Wastewater 
sewer pipe replacement work will 
increase capacity of the sanitary 
sewer system in the neighborhood. 
Construction will continue until 
the end of 2022 and be limited 
to the hours of 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, unless 
otherwise approved. Road closures 
will be done in phases. 

BOCC takes action on 
former Sunflower Army 
Ammunition Plant 
property
A new chapter has started for the 
clean-up and redevelopment of 
the long-vacant former Sunflower 
Army Ammunition Plant property, 
following the city of De Soto’s 
annexation of about 6,000 acres of 
the property. In separate actions 
in February, the Board of County 
Commissioners:

•   Voted to support the City of 
De Soto’s TIF district for the 
property

•   Dissolved the county’s long-
dormant Sunflower Community 
Redevelopment Authority

•   Amended the redevelopment 
agreement with Sunflower 
Redevelopment, LLC

In 2005, the U.S. Army designated 
Sunflower Redevelopment, LLC, 
the owner/developer for the 
property. The amendment to the 
redevelopment agreement addresses 
the recent annexation and protects 
the beneficiaries of park land and 
other public uses.

Notices of Appraised Values mailed to 
residential property owners 
The Johnson County Appraiser’s Office has released the 
annual Notices of Appraised Values (NOAVs) for 2022, 
with more than 200,000 notices mailed to residential 
property owners on Monday, Feb. 28. In Johnson County, 
about 95% of residential values increased for the 2022 
valuation year, which reflects a robust residential real 
estate market in 2021. The average increase across 
the county is around 11% (excluding sales and new 
construction), and approximately 50% of residential 
property values changed by 10% or less or experienced a 
reduction in value.

By state law, property is appraised at fair market value as 
it exists on Jan. 1 of each year. Fair market value means the 
amount that a well-informed buyer is justified in paying 
and well-informed seller is justified in accepting in an 
open-competitive market. In order to stay in compliance, 
the County Appraiser must appraise homes within 90 to 
110 percent of their value.

For more information about NOAVs, visit  
jocogov.org/appraiser.

On Dec. 22, United States Representative Sharice Davids joined Johnson County officials, staff and residents to celebrate the 
reopening of the newly rebuilt Taxiway Alpha at Johnson County Executive Airport. Taxiway Alpha is the second of three major 
taxiways or runways to be fully reconstructed due to the previous infrastructure surpassing its expected service life. The Johnson 
County Airport Commission opened the primary runway on Nov. 22, 2019, and Taxiway Bravo is expected to be rebuilt in summer 
2022. Taxiways Alpha and Bravo were funded 100% by Federal Aviation Administration Airport Improvement Program grants.

“We came together to celebrate the renovated taxiway and its impact on jobs and 
economic growth in our community, as well as share excitement for future projects 
funded by the bipartisan infrastructure law’s $22 million investment in Kansas airports. 
Johnson County is a strong player nationally and internationally in aviation.” 

—  U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids

A glimpse into what’s going on  
in Johnson County Government

COVID-19 Update:
Things may be looking up, but 
prevention is still important

notifyjoco.org

You’ll receive messages by phone, text and/
or email (whichever you choose) any time 
there’s an emergency situation. 

Get notified

Get the alerts that are relevant to you - 
weather, public safety warnings, community 
events and more. Customize your locations 
of interest for home, work and school. 

Choose alerts

Go to notifyjoco.org or text NOTIFYJOCO 
(all one word) to 888777 to sign up for 
Johnson County’s public notification system. 

Sign up

Be notified about emergencies in your area, including severe 
weather, water outages and more. Signing up is as easy as 1-2-3!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BY JENNIFER DUNLAY

Visit jocogov.org/coronavirus for more information or 
call 913-715-2819, Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Information and data is subject to change. Information in the 
article was accurate at the time this issue was printed. Visit 
jocogov.org/coronavirus for the latest info.
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Innovation at the intersection of criminal justice 
and substance use

A new approach -  
Problem Solving Beds
In 2021, Ally Vaccaro, 18, Shawnee, 
was arrested for a warrant, facing 
jail time after struggling with drug 
addiction, living in a tent on the 
streets, often with no food to eat. 
Less than a year later, with the help 
of a new and innovative program 
made available through the Johnson 
County Department of Corrections, 
she has hope for the future and a 
strong support system to help keep 
her on track.

“I was court ordered to complete 
the Problem Solving Bed program,” 
Vaccaro said. “I’m not going to lie, 
when I heard ‘correctional facility,’ I 
thought it was going to be like jail. 
Turns out, I was really and truly wrong. 
This program has helped me in ways I 
needed.”

In 2018, the Johnson County 
Department of Corrections started to 
look at the populations it serves at the 
Adult Residential Center. What staff 
found was housing individuals was 

Employment is the key to success for 
this short-term program. Once they are 
employed and have income, some of 
the other stressors in life become more 
manageable.

“The Department of Corrections is 
focused on reducing recidivism and 
one thing that you can definitely 
see is a direct link to employment,” 
Paz said. “If they have good, stable 
employment, where they’re earning 
a livable wage, then they’re going to 
be more successful. And most of our 
clients have a family they support, so 
it helps the individual and the family. 
When good things happen, good things 
continue to happen.”

Program participation ranges from one 
day to 60 days but is dependent on the 
individual’s needs. 

“We’ve had people who’ve come in and 
say, ‘hey, I have a paycheck coming 
on Wednesday, and I just have no place 
to go until that comes in,’ and so we 
help them in that short period. Others 
though are chronically homeless and 
unemployed, and we know it’s going to 
take them longer,” Paz said.

Paz says the program is picking up 
steam and is in high demand because 
of the outstanding outcomes and 
alternative approach to traditional 
incarceration. Demand is so high, 
there’s a waiting list. There are just 24 
beds dedicated to the program. Since 
starting, the program has accepted 
more than 200 intakes. 

BY THERESA FREED

much more expensive than for them 
to be out in the community. They 
initiated focus groups, and in almost 
every single focus group, the topic of 
homelessness was brought up. 

“And so we started to brainstorm 
about how can we help with criminal 
justice-involved individuals who find 
themselves to be homeless,” Angela 
Paz, Johnson County Department of 
Corrections, Adult Residential Center 
deputy director said. “And so, we 
planned and talked and came up with a 
problem solving bed.” 

Program participation requires a 
referral from a case manager, generally 
a probation officer or a court services 
officer. The program is reserved for 
criminal justice-involved individuals. 

Paz says the program, launched in 
December 2020, is designed for those 
individuals who are homeless, whether 
it’s a day or longer, to offer them a 
roof over their head, three meals a day, 
access to medical and mental health 
staff, transportation and other resources 
to get them connected to employment. 

community following incarceration. 
For others in the community, getting 
help before substance use intersects 
with the criminal justice system, 
especially for youth, can change a 
difficult path.

Johnson County Mental Health Center 
wants residents to know it’s here to 
help.  JCMHC’s Adolescent Treatment 
Center offers young people stability, 
structure, education and hope. 

Kevin Kufeldt is the program director 
at the center and also the program 
manager for the adolescent outpatient 
and addiction services there. The center 
started about 35 years ago in Johnson 
County. Its role is to provide residential 
substance use treatment for youth ages 
12-18. Although located in Johnson 
County, it serves the entire state of 
Kansas.

“Many of our kids come to us with 
severe substance use disorders, along 
with mental health conditions, such 
as depression and bipolar and a lot of 
trauma history,” Kufeldt said. 

Although the goal is to help youth 
before run-ins with the law, some 
children come from probation or 
court services. In some cases though, 
concerned families approach the center 
desperate for help.

Kufeldt says the average age of first 
use in the state is 12 years of age, and 
may start with vaping, marijuana or 
alcohol. Unfortunately, the center is 
also seeing a rise in fentanyl use.

He says children may come into the 
facility sleepy, agitated and hungry. 
And they don’t want to be there. But 
through individualized care and 
programs that focus on physical 
and mental well-being, many leave 
expressing gratitude.

“We really kind of help them learn 
different strategies and different ways 
of coping with not only the stress of 
life, their individual depression and 
anxiety, but then also, how do I deal 
with the triggers to wanting to use, how 
do I deal with my environment, the 
family component and working with 

“But we really try to say, ‘yes’ to the 
majority of individuals who come in,” 
Paz said.

Participation requires a client 
application and screening process. A 
simple process that for individuals like 
Vaccaro is preferred to incarceration, 
especially when a brief stay can 
translate into life-changing outcomes.

Vaccaro credits Correctional Advisors, 
Kendra Taylor-Harrison and Melody 
Breedlove, for helping her through 
the program that now includes a life 
of recovery, sobriety and financial 
independence. 

“If it was not for them, I would not have 
gotten the will to find a job or do little 

things like chores that push me to be a 
more productive person,” Vaccaro said. 

“I learned coping skills, to ask for help 
when needed, to get into the habit of a 
schedule and to go job seeking.”

Learn more about the Problem Solving 
Bed program in a recent JoCo on the 
Go podcast episode, jocogov.org/
podcast. 

Addressing the heart of the 
problem – youth substance use 
Incarceration is often a point where 
the reality of substance use in Johnson 
County is realized. Those jailed for 
offenses related to drug addiction can 
face some overwhelming obstacles, 
including recovery and reentering the 

5 programs JoCo offers to prevent 
and treat substance use

1

2

3
4
5

Johnson County Mental Health Center Prevention Services works 
throughout the community to enhance behavioral health outcomes 
utilizing best practices in the prevention of substance use and suicide, 
as well as promoting mental wellness.

JCMHC provides drug and alcohol assessments to determine appropriate 
levels of treatment. This is a comprehensive six-dimension assessment 
that addresses the individual’s withdrawal, biomedical, emotional/
behavioral, return to use, relapse potential and recovery environment. 
The appropriate level of care is determined based on this assessment 
along with the use of other evidence-based screening tools.  

JCMHC has residential and outpatient facilities for adults and teens 
experiencing problems related to drugs or alcohol.  

The Adult Detox Unit admits clients 24 hours a day/7 days a week to 
serve individuals who are experiencing intoxication or withdrawal from 
alcohol or drugs.    

JCMHC’s Substance Use Disorder team assists those in addiction 
recovery in getting acclimated to inpatient treatment centers such as 
Mirror, First Step and Valley Hope. JCMHC’s Substance Use Disorder 
team assists those in addiction recovery in getting acclimated to inpatient 
treatment centers such as Mirror, First Step and Valley Hope.   

For more information, visit jocogov.org/substance-use.Kendra Taylor-Harrison (front) is one of the Correctional Advisors Ally Vaccaro 
credits for helping her through the program.

“I’m not going to lie, when I 
heard ‘correctional facility,’ 
I thought it was going to 
be like jail. Turns out, I was 
really and truly wrong. This 
program has helped me in 
ways I needed.”
-  Ally Vaccaro
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great way to educate system partners, 
providers and the public about reentry 
and poverty in Johnson County.”

Separate simulations will focus on both 
of those topics. Brouwer says during 
the reentry simulations, participants 
assume the identity of a make-
believe person. They have limited 
resources, unique to their identity, 
and must navigate transportation, 
work, childcare, legal and financial 
requirements in a limited amount of 
time – just 15 minutes per session, 

with each session representing one 
week in real time. After four sessions, 
participants will have simulated a 
month in the life of an ex-offender 
released from custody.

“It’s a fun, interactive way to learn,” 
Brouwer said. “There isn’t much 
sitting in a chair as you interact with 
participants and volunteers.” 

Rachel Mestad, Johnson County 
Department of Corrections staff 
development manager, says it’s a great 
way to truly understand what those 
facing rentry are facing. 

“Given that upwards of 95% of 
offenders are released back into the 
community, we need to do all we 
can to help them reenter society 
and become law-abiding residents,” 

Reentry simulation 
highlights post-
incarceration realities 

Johnson County Criminal Justice 
Coordinator Mike Brouwer says those 
leaving incarceration often have a 
tough road ahead of them – facing the 
challenges and frustrations that come 
with a wide range of barriers, such 
as criminal histories while trying to 
get a job, limited financial resources, 
possibly no transportation and a list of 
court or supervision requirements. 

Brouwer leads the Criminal Justice 
Advisory Council, a group of those 
in and connected to Johnson County 
with a special interest in improving 
our criminal justice system and 
circumstances for those who come in 
contact with it. And the group had an 
idea: reentry simulations. 

One effort to highlight the challenges 
of those reentering society is through a 
reentry simulation. Over the next year, 
the Johnson County Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council, Johnson County 
Department of Corrections, United 
Way and Douglas County Reentry 
are sponsoring a handful of these 
simulations. The first one will be held 
this spring, in Olathe.  

“One of the goals of the Criminal 
Justice Advisory Council is public 
education,” Brouwer said. “This is a 

Mestad said. “If we, as a system 
and community, can work together 
to increase the chances of offenders 
staying out of prison or jail once they 
are released, we make our community 
safer.”

The simulations are wrapped up with a 
debriefing to share experiences, learn 
about the community and provide 
suggestions for solving barriers. 
Participants include those who work 
closely with reentering residents – 
everyone from law enforcement to 
court staff. 

“The simulations are designed to be 
difficult to accomplish all of your 
tasks each week. Barriers such as 
identification and transportation are 
always the most frustrating,” Brouwer 
said. “People are surprised at how 
difficult it can be to navigate the system.”

Mestad says even those with 
substantial criminal justice experience 
find the simulations eye opening.

“It puts into perspective what many of 
us take for granted – getting in our car 
to go to work, having the documents 
we need to get a driver’s license (or 
even identification card), knowing how 
to get the documents we need, etc.,” 
Mestad said. “We have had several 
staff go through the simulation in the 
past, and they actually asked to go back 
to jail because of the difficulty and 
frustration. That is amazing, because 
even after working in the criminal 
justice system for many years, we don’t 
have a full sense of what it means to 
become self-sufficient and live a crime-
free life.

BY THERESA FREED

my family to have open and honest 
conversations,” Kufeldt said.

He says routine is a big part of 
the program. Therapy is another 
substantial piece. Focusing on positive 
behavioral supports to reward good 
behavior also helps youth see the 
direct connection between positive 
choices and positive outcomes.

Kufeldt encourages families with 
youth facing substance use to get help. 

“There’s a lot of red flags that come 
up, but they’re tough to see as parents, 
because you’re in the middle of it,” 
Kufeldt said. “But when you start to 
see your child kind declining from 
what their typical level of achievement 
looks like, if they’re not doing well 
in school, they’re no longer playing 
sports, their social circle of peers has 
drastically changed, you don’t see 
their old friends anymore, maybe 
hygiene is declining, take a closer 
look.”

Get more information about the 
Adolescent Center for Treatment at 
jocogov.org or call 913-782-0283. 
The Johnson County Mental Health 
Center’s crisis line is open 24/7 at 913-
268-0156.

Additional resources to 
address specific substance use
Although substance use in Johnson 
County takes many forms, the county 
is experiencing a recent spike in 
opioid-related overdose deaths. 

Johnson County Chief Medical 
Examiner Dr. Diane Peterson says 
these deaths are primarily attributed 
to the illicit opioid fentanyl – a non-
pharmaceutical-created opioid. The 
total occurrences of an opiate being 
listed as the cause of death in 2021, 
through the Johnson County Medical 
Examiner’s Office, was 86. In 2019, it 
was 34.

“Since late 2020, we’ve seen a large 
increase in the times an opiate was 
involved in a death,” said Dr. Peterson. 

“Most of the individuals who are 
dying have more than one opiate in 

“If we, as a system and 
community, can work together 
to increase the chances of 
offenders staying out of prison 
or jail once they are released, 
we make our community safer.”
-  Rachel Mestad, Johnson County 

Department of Corrections staff 
development manager

Photos from an earlier county-sponsored reentry simulation.

their system. It’s not just fentanyl. 
It’s not just oxycodone. They’re 
combining it with other drugs, such as 
benzodiazepines, like alprazolam or 
Xanax. It doesn’t take much fentanyl 
to kill you. It takes even less acetyl 
fentanyl.”

Dr. Peterson says this epidemic 
impacts a wide range of ages, but 
primarily men.

Johnson County recently entered into 
the Kansas Opioid Memorandum 
of Understanding after previously 
pursuing separate litigation against 
the pharmaceutical industry for 
perpetuating the opioid epidemic. The 
county has spent resources addressing 
this form of substance use through the 
criminal justice system, emergency 
services, mental health services and 
drug treatment programs – although 
there’s no greater impact to the county 
than the lives lost to this form of 
deadly addiction. 

During a December 2021 Board of 
County Commissioners meeting, the 
board unanimously voted to support 
the move that will allow the county 
to participate in multi-national 
settlements that are expected to make 
available millions of dollars in funding 
to the county.

Although jurisdictions across the 
country are party to litigation and 
settlements, this MOU is expected 
to give the county the best possible 
chance of maximizing settlement funds 
to address the effects of this crisis. 

Funds will be distributed through the 
Kansas Attorney General’s Office’s 
Kansas Fights Addiction Fund and 
the Municipalities Fight Addiction 
Fund. Deputy County Manager Maury 
Thompson says settlement dollars 
could be distributed to Johnson County 
as early as this spring.

The additional resources to address 
the epidemic can’t come soon enough, 
as the county continues to fight this 
epidemic. Johnson County Mental 
Health Center Division Director of 
Clinical Services Deb Stidham says 

the highly addictive nature of opioids 
can take hold and lead to grave 
consequences for individuals using 
these substances and their loved ones.

“There’s just a strong potential for 
addiction,” said Stidham. “Between 
the fact that opiates are already such 
a powerful drug, and then you add 
fentanyl, it’s really just not a great 
combination. Plus, we’re seeing this 
synthetic fentanyl being intertwined 
with other drugs. It can be anything 
these kids and adults are taking, and 
sometimes they don’t know.”

Stidham says in the beginning of 
the opioid epidemic, prescription 
painkillers, such as Oxycontin, 
were over prescribed and there 
was extensive addiction. Physician 
education improved those 
circumstances, but then the trend 
evolved into heroin addiction. And 
now fentanyl and the synthetic opiates 
dominate the epidemic. 

JCMHC offers mental health and 
co-occurring substance use disorder 
treatments for youth and adults. 
Stidham urges those suffering from 
substance use disorder to get help. Visit 
the JCMHC webpage to get connected 
with resources. Family resources are 
also available.

Learn more about the opioid epidemic 
and settlement by listening to a JoCo 
on the Go podcast episode, which 
includes Dr. Peterson, Thompson and 
Stidham, jocogov.org/podcast. The 
podcast is also available as a webcast.

For more exclusive content on this 
story, visit jocogov.org/highlights.
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Mark your calendar Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
enjoy this spring. You can find more at jocogov.org.

Friday, April 1
No April foolin’ – Join the Johnson County Library for a 
1950 Census Sock Hop! The 1950 Federal Census will be 
released on April 1, and the Johnson County Genealogy 
Society and the Library are celebrating! 1950s attire is highly 
encouraged but optional. Celebration starts at 4 p.m. at 
the Central Resource Library. No registration required.

Friday, April 8
Enjoy a special evening with your special someone in 
a one-time workshop exploring clay and ceramics. All 
couples 16+ are welcome. Cost is per couple. Only one 
person of the couple needs to register for this event, 6 to 
8:30 p.m., at the Arts & Heritage Center Art Studio, 8788 
Metcalf Avenue in Overland Park. Contact Ryan.Bell2@
jocogov.org for more information or visit jcprd.com.

Wednesday, April 13
Learn Mental Health First Aid (virtually) in an interactive 
8-hour course from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This course helps
the public identify, understand, and respond to signs of
mental illnesses and substance use disorders. Learn more
at jocogov.org/mentalhealth.

Thursday, April 28
If you’re newly retired or thinking about retiring soon, 
Medicare Basics covers the four basic parts of Medicare 
and helps you begin the process of working through the 
Medicare maze! Contact Denise.Dias@jocogov.org for 
more information or to register.
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REDLINED: CITIES, SUBURBS, SEGREGATION
REDLINED: CITIES, SUBURBS, SEGREGATION takes visitors on a deep dive into 
the history of redlining and how it both shaped and was shaped by Johnson 
County and the region. Redlining refers to the systematic disinvestment of 
some neighborhoods and populations. Private industry, and later the federal 
government, chose to fund and support home purchases for some people and 
neighborhoods over others. Visitors will learn about the 19th and 20th century 
foundations of redlining, how the private practice became federal policy 
during the Great Depression, the expansion of the practice during postwar 
suburbanization, attempts to dismantle the system during the Civil Rights Era, 
and how the legacies of redlining continue to impact communities around the 
nation today. Featuring works from the African American Artists Collective, this 
special exhibition will run through Jan. 7, 2023, at the Johnson County Museum, 
located at 8788 Metcalf Ave, Overland Park, KS.

State of the County
Plans are underway for Chairman Ed Eilert’s 2022 State of the County. This will 
mark Chairman Eilert’s final State of the County address and takes place exactly 
12 years to the day from his first address. 

The Northeast Johnson County Chamber of Commerce is the hosting this year’s 
event. It takes place Tuesday, March 29, at the Overland Park Convention Center 
and will follow COVID-19 protocols. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m., with lunch 
served at noon. Please watch nejcchamber.com and jocogov.org for details on 
how to attend in person or watch a livestream of the event.
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Wednesday, May 4
Kids ages 2-6 can join an Ernie Miller Nature Center 
naturalist for animal stories and meet a special 
animal friend. Children must be accompanied by a 
paying adult. Event begins at 10:30 a.m., and advance 
registration fee of $3 is required.

Thursday, May 12
Have a pond? Pond Management for Pond Owners 
will show you how to manage plants, algae and 
harmful algal blooms. This event runs 6 to 8 p.m., at 
the K-State Extension Office, 11811 S. Sunset Dr., Suite 
1500. Call 913-715-7000 for more details or to register.

Thursday, May 26
Parent Connect (virtual) offers support and problem-
solving related to family issues. The group focuses 
on family and child strengths to find solutions and 
encourage self-care. The program is open to any 
parent/guardian in Johnson County. Group meets 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Contact Rachel.McDonald@
jocogov.org or call 913-715-7718.

Monday, May 30
County offices are closed in observance of 
Memorial Day.

Wednesday, June 1
The weather that produces the best vegetable gardens 
also supports an increase in garden pests. Learn more 
about organic methods to control pests. Program starts 
at noon, at the K-State Extension Office, 11811 S. Sunset Dr., 
Suite 1500. Call 913-715-7000 for more details or to register.

Monday, June 20
County offices are closed in observance of Juneteenth. 
Visit page 21 for ways to honor this holiday.

Tuesday, June 21
Break out of your comfort zone and try something new 
with Art Labs: Experimental Art. This event, open to 
ages 11-17) will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Arts 
& Heritage Center Art Studio, 8788 Metcalf Avenue, in 
Overland Park. Contact Ryan.Bell2@jocogov.org for more 
information or visit jcprd.com.
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downtown Olathe, including the new 
courthouse that opened a year ago at 
the northern edge of the square. The 
third courthouse (1952 to end of 2020) 
was built in the square and razed in 
mid-2021 for redesign of the Johnson 
County Square. 

The square includes a special Rotary 
Tree Grove as a gift to the community 
by 14 Rotary Clubs in Johnson County. 
The grove, with 33 linden trees and 
maples, is the first contribution under 
a donor policy to receive and accept 
donations for the Johnson County 
Square.

A master plan option for future 
development of the square suggests 
other possible enhancements/
donations. Proposals include a 
Memorial Plaza with educational and 
historical information, an open multi-
use platform with stage, an art garden 
play area and iconic public art near 
the main entry at Santa Fe and Cherry 
streets. 

Johnson County Government has not 
authorized or funded a future option 
for the Johnson County Square at this 
time. 

The rest is history. 

In historian Robert P. Fuller’s book on 
“The Early Life of George Washington 
Carver,” Rashey B. Moten, a friend 
and classmate of Carver, offered some 
insight about his peer and the school 
they attended near the square.

“The school had no name. Was just 
the colored school. That’s what they 
called it. We had no school only an old 
building that had been used by a man 
who cut cemetery blocks,” according 
to Moten’s memory from Fuller’s 
book.

Moten described Carver as “a tall, 
lanky kid” who “didn’t care to play 
games,” but had a strong interest in 
plants, trees and nature. 

“We’d go to the park. Our school had 
no playground … We played in the 
public square,” Moten said, according 
to the book. “He and I would be 
playing marbles, and he would say, 
‘Oh! Rash, look what a beautiful leaf. 
Look at these trees,’ and I wanted 
many times (to say), ‘Come on and 
shoot.’ And, he’d say, ‘Look at the 
edge of these leaves.’ … We’d play 
until the bell rang and we’d run over 
and go across the street to our school.”       

Most sources, including Courtney, 
indicated Carver attended school in 
Olathe between April 1879 and the 
spring of 1880. He was probably 14-15 

years old.

“The process of room 
rentals for colored 
schools in Olathe 
continued until Lincoln 
School was constructed 
in 1889 for African 
American students,” 
Courtney said.

In its 167-year history, 
Johnson County has 
had four courthouses in 

The newly reopened Johnson County 
Square in downtown Olathe is 
brimming with history.

Two historic notables connected to 
the square are George Washington 
Carver, famous agricultural scientist 
and inventor, and William Quantrill, 
infamous Confederate guerrilla leader.

Totaling about three acres, the square 
was platted in the heart of Olathe when 
the city was created in 1857, by Dr. 
J.T. Barton. Olathe became the county 
seat two years later with the square 
serving as the hub of the downtown 
business community and a place for 
leisure and fun. 

In 1860, Barton, then mayor, ordered 
“a good substantial fence around the 
public square” along with planting 
black locust trees. The square served 
as a public stockade in 1862 when 
Olathe was ransacked by William 
Quantrill and about 140 guerrillas.

“They corralled 
residents in the 
square since it was 
fenced in,” said 
Bob Courtney, 
vice president 
of the Olathe 
Historical Society.

A few years later, George Washington 
Carver attended a small, 
rented all-Black school 
on the westside of the 
square in his nomadic 
quest for an education 
as a boy and young man 
with periodic stops in 
Missouri, Kansas and 
Iowa before achieving 
fame at Tuskegee 
Institute (now Tuskegee 
University) in Alabama.

Recently reopened Johnson County 
Square has notable history

JOCO HISTORY

BY GERALD HAY

William Quantrill

George Washington Carver Chairman Ed Eilert at the Johnson County 
Square ribbon cutting.

Earn a degree at no cost to you.

45+ high-value, rewarding 
JCCC programs could lead to 
high-demand jobs in Kansas.

A Kansas Promise Scholarship
could pay for your education in:

• Arts & Design

• Computers

•  Communication & 
Foreign Language

• Education

• Health

•  Industrial Technology 
& Design

FIND YOUR 
TOMORROW 

LAUNCH A CAREER  •  GAIN NEW SKILLS  •  ADVANCE IN A CURRENT JOB
Find out if you qualify. jccc.edu/kansaspromise

WITH JCCC AND 
KANSAS PROMISE
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Exciting new developments for 
Johnson County Libraries are taking 
place, including the unveiling of 
a major renovation at the Central 
Resource Library, a new design for the 
Merriam Community Center location 
and planning for design improvements 
in Spring Hill, De Soto and Edgerton. 
Plus, by the end of the year, Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District’s 
Meadowbrook Park will be home to a 
new inclusive playground.

Central Resource Library
After a 12-month partial closure for 
renovations, the main hub of library 
operations reopened on Feb. 22. 
Updates to the building and staff 
spaces allow materials to flow more 
quickly and efficiently throughout the 
system’s 14 branches and between 
partner libraries in Olathe. The Central 
Resource Library, located at 9875 
W. 87 St., in Overland Park, now 
features a new kids space including 
a dedicated story-time room and 
large windows with reading nooks 
overlooking Strang Park. There’s 
more meeting room space and a 
drive-thru pickup window. Other 
improvements include the addition 
of a severe weather refuge area and 
upgrades to the Black & Veatch 
MakerSpace.

BY GERALD HAY

Retirees recycling for the next generation

When it comes to just recycling a few 
things at The Village Cooperative of 
Shawnee, retirees just say rubbish.

Like many residents in similar 
retirement communities throughout 
Johnson County, residents at The 
Village, 12830 Johnson Dr., were 
used to recycling in their homes 
and curbside recycling services 
for decades. Unlike residential 
recycling, apartments and retirement 
communities often don’t provide 
recycling. 

A survey among residents found 
overwhelmingly support for access to 
recycling.

“The majority of people who are living 
here had recycled before, most were 
homeowners and were into curbside 
recycling,” said Doris Briggs. She is 
a member of the recycle committee 
at the retirement community. “Other 
residents wanted to continue recycling 
in their new housing arrangement.” 

Working with the Johnson 
County Department of Health and 
Environment offering recycling 
information, signage and small 
bins, The Village launched a popular 
recycling program with more than 80% 
participation among the residents. 

Recycling advocates cite many reasons 
to recycle - saving space in landfills, 
conserving natural resources and energy, 
and reducing the need for new raw 
materials, top the list of whys. It’s also 
an important way to celebrate the 53rd 
anniversary of Earth Day on April 22.

Sharon Hamilton, president of the 
board of directors at The Village, offers 
a far simpler reason: “That we are 
helping save the earth. I think part of it 
is our age, we know something needs 

to be done and we are trying to do our 
part.”

Peg Carlson, vice president of the 
board, agreed.

“We’re doing it for our children, 
our grandchildren and our great-
grandchildren. We’re wanting them to 
grow up in a decent and sustainable 
environment,” she said.

The Village Cooperative of Shawnee 
was the first Johnson County retirement 
community assisted by the JCDHE 
Green Business Program. The program 
offers free assistance on sustainability 
efforts, educational outreach and 
technical guidance to Johnson County 
businesses, schools, multi-family 
housing, retirement communities and 
places of worship. 

In 2019, The Village was recipient of 
a Green Business Award from JCDHE 
and remains the only retirement 
community thus far to receive the 
award. 

“The key was education, education, 
education,” Jennifer 
Dormady, another 
recycle committee 
member, said. “To 
educate, we held a few 
meetings to show, tell 
and inform all of us what 
was recyclable and what 
was trash. We also have a 
group compost pile.”

The department’s 
Recycling 101 webpage 
also offers guidance 
at jocogov.org/
recycling101.

As a response to the growing 
issue of contamination in 
recycling and the need for 

residents to correctly recycle, JCDHE 
has also developed an education 
campaign called Recycle Right in 
May 2021, to provide direct feedback 
to residents about the materials that 
shouldn’t be in their recycle bins. 

The Recycle Right campaign was first 
conducted in the city of Westwood 
last year and saw a large reduction 
in contamination. A campaign has 
been approved this year in the city of 
Mission.

JCDHE estimates between 23-28% of 
local curbside recycling collections 
in Johnson County are made up 
of contamination or materials that 
aren’t recyclable. Results from the 
Westwood’s Recycle Right campaign 
indicated the most frequent problems 
included plastic bags and plastic 
product wrap/shrink wrap, paper 
towels and other non-recyclable paper. 

Jennifer Dormady, thinks recycling 
is important at any age, in any city, 
and by any residence, whenever and 
wherever possible.

“It’s the right thing to do,” she said. “As 
seniors, we want to do our part to try 
and save the planet, if it’s not too late.” 

Recycle committee members (from left) Sharon 
Hamilton, Mike Dormady, Peg Carlson, Doris Briggs 
and Bob Carlson are shown with recycle dumpster  
at The Village Cooperative of Shawnee.

2022 brings library developments 
and a new playground
BY ELISSA ANDRE, JOE SUNDERMEYER AND MARK VAN BAALE

Merriam Community Center 
campus
Design work for a new Library branch 
on the Merriam Community Center 
campus is ongoing, incorporating 
elements of resident feedback from 
public input sessions conducted in 
2021. A design update will be shared 
this spring on jocolibrary.org. The 
ground-breaking for the project is 
expected at the end of 2022 or early 
2023. The new library is tentatively 
set to open to the public in 2024. The 
new location will replace the Antioch 
Library at 8700 Shawnee Mission 
Parkway, in Merriam, which opened 
in 1956.

Spring Hill, De Soto and 
Edgerton
Earlier this spring, Johnson County 
Library heard from residents in Spring 
Hill, De Soto and Edgerton about how 
Library services can be improved 
in their communities. The Library 
Board of Directors is expected to 
give direction on conceptual design 
options for those three existing branch 
locations this summer, with work to 
begin in 2023. 

Meadowbrook Park
JCPRD’s third inclusive playground 
will be the centerpiece of the 
next phase of development 
getting underway in November in 
Meadowbrook Park. JCPRD’s two 
popular existing inclusive playgrounds 
opened in 2018, in Stilwell Community 
Park and in 2019, in Shawnee Mission 
Park. Completion of this project is 
anticipated in late 2022. 

Inclusive playgrounds are designed 
to enable all children to play together 
without barriers. The Meadowbrook 
playground was designed so that 
kids with profound mobility issues 
could still use nearly every piece of 
equipment.

In addition to the inclusive 
playground, Phase 2 developments 
will include a picnic shelter, 
restroom and off-street parking.

Plus, check out page 3 to learn 
more about Cedar Niles Park!

Spring 202214  jocogov.org Spring 2022
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Chairman makes 2022 
BOCC liaison and Vice 

Chair assignments
Board of County Commissioners members hold may 
responsibilities. One duty is to serve liaison positions  
to governing boards, advisory boards, commissions  
and committees.

The BOCC chair has standing assignments on various 
boards and committees. The chair sits on the Criminal 
Justice Advisory Council, which provides collaboration 
between key justice system officials, advisory bodies and 
community leaders to promote public safety, address and 
root causes of behavior and create a better community. 
(Read about how this group is helping offenders make a 
smoother reentry into society on page 9.) The Chair also 
serves on the boards for some community organizations 
including the Mid-America Regional Council and the 
Council of Mayors along with the mayors of the cities in 
Johnson County.

Commissioners hold several liaison assignments. The six 
commissioners each sit on a county governing or advisory 
board (Airport Commission, Developmental Supports, 
the Library, Park and Recreation, Mental Health, and 
Planning.) Commissioners who represent the third and 
sixth districts (which include part of the unincorporated 
part of the county) sit on the Northwest, Southeast or 
Southwest Consolidated Zoning Boards. 

Other BOCC appointments include boards, committees and 
councils, which focus on a wide variety of topics, including 
aging, housing, corrections, stormwater and transportation. 
Commissioners are also assigned to outside agency boards 
or committees, including Workforce Investment Board, 
MARC and the Johnson County Education Research 
Triangle Authority.

At the Jan. 27 BOCC meeting, Chairman Ed Eilert asked 
the rest of the BOCC to confirm his 2022 BOCC liaison 
assignments. At that time, he also asked for ratification of 
his appointment for the BOCC’s Vice Chair. Sixth District 
Commissioner Shirley Allenbrand took on that role for 
2022, effective Feb. 1. Liaison assignments are available on 
each BOCC member’s page on jocogov.org.

Johnson County Government has more than 30 appointed 
boards, commissions and tasks forces for which the BOCC 
has the responsibility of making appointments. These 
entities heavily rely on volunteers in the community who 
contribute their time and talents on a variety of topics to 
preserve the high quality of life in the county. You can 
learn more about serving on a board or commission by 
visiting boards.jocogov.org.

movement a 
state of near-
constant pain—
writes about the 
standards of a 
beauty-obsessed 
world that isn’t made for the 
shapes of those who are born 
differently.

FICTION Bonnie 
Garmus, Lessons in 
Chemistry

In the 1960s, 
untraditional single 
mom and former 
chemist Elizabeth Zott 
must battle society’s 
expectations when she 
takes over a faltering 
television cooking 
show and turns it into a 
completely unexpected 
success.

 

Johnson County Library’s annual 
Summer Reading program promotes 
reading and literacy to children, teens 
and adults. This year’s theme is Oceans 
of Possibilities, which the Library 
will explore through books, programs 
and presenters June 4-July 29. Get 
more information at jocolibrary.org/
summerreading. 

Research shows kids who practice 
reading skills when school is not in 
session maintain and even make gains 
in abilities from the previous academic 
year. But summer reading isn’t just for 
kids! No matter your age, summer is the 
perfect time to explore new interests or 
take some time to relax with a good book.

Get your summer TBR (to-be-read) 
pile started with some of the new and 
notable titles available at Johnson 
County Library. 

Becky 
Fast

1st District  
913-715-0725

Jeff Meyers 

2nd District  
913-715-0432

Charlotte 
O’Hara

3rd District  
913-715-0433

The legislative powers of Johnson 
County Government are vested in 
a seven-member Board of County 
Commissioners that exercises its 
authority to ensure the general health, 
safety and welfare of the public. 

The board is composed of an at-large 
chairman and one representative from 
each of the six districts in the county. 

Chairman Ed Eilert 
913-715-0500

Janeé 
Hanzlick 

4th District 
913-715-0434

Michael  
Ashcraft

5th District  
913-715-0435

Shirley 
Allenbrand

Vice chair,  
6th District 
913-715-0436

County commission 
districts

Oceans of possibilities at 
Johnson County Library 

KIDS Lane Smith, A Gift for Nana

In this heartfelt story, Rabbit asks his 
animal friends, the moon, a volcano 
and other unlikely characters to 
help him find the perfect gift for his 
grandmother.

TEENS Emily J. Taylor, Hotel 
Magnifique

While Jani and Zosa can’t afford the 
exorbitant costs of a guest’s stay at the 
enchanted hotel, they can interview to 
join the staff, and are soon whisked away 
on the greatest adventure of their lives.

NON-FICTION Chloé Cooper 
Jones, Easy Beauty

In this memoir, celebrated journalist 
and philosophy professor Jones—
who was born with a rare congenital 
condition that makes everyday 

BY ELISSA ANDRE
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We recently recognized American 
Heart Month in February. It is a good 
time to ask yourself if you would know 
what to do if you witnessed someone 
suddenly collapse and become 
unresponsive. 

Providing Johnson County residents 
with the tools to help during a cardiac 
emergency is the mission of the 
Johnson County HeartSafe Foundation, 
an organization that works closely 
with Johnson County first responders. 
HeartSafe’s purpose includes 
increasing resident knowledge about 
how to perform CPR, knowing where 
AEDs are and how to use them and 
celebrating bystanders who save lives.

Nancy Holland heads the foundation 
but also has a personal connection. 
She’s a heart attack survivor. 

“In January 2015, I had a sudden 
cardiac arrest that happened at a 
restaurant in Leawood. And fortunately 
for me, the young restaurant manager 
knew CPR,” Holland said. “So, he 
could jump in and basically keep me 
viable until the first responders could 
show up with their AEDs.”

Melody Morales, program manager 
for Johnson County’s Office of the 
Medical Director, says cardiac arrests 
frequently have no symptoms, but 
some people may have palpitations, 
chest discomfort, shortness of breath 
or weakness. Heart attack symptoms 
can include similar symptoms as well 
as nausea, indigestion, abdominal pain, 
cold sweats, dizziness, or even pain in 
the jaw, neck or shoulders.

“It’s very important that you assess 
the situation and see if the patient is 
breathing and has a pulse,” Morales 
said. “If there’s no pulse, start CPR 
immediately. Every minute that goes 
by without receiving CPR, a person’s 
chance of survival decreases by 
7-10%.”

Helping those around you 
survive a cardiac emergency
BY THERESA FREED

Adults Children 1 - 8

Hand 
placement 
& position 

BOTH HANDS 
Interlocked 

between nipples

press down 
2 inches

press down 
2 inches

press down 
1.5 inches

ONE HANDS 
between nipples

TWO FINGERS 
just below  
nipple line

Chest  
compressions

30 compressions at 100 - 120 compressions per minute 
allow chest to recoil between compressions.

Immediately follow with rescue breaths.

Infants

Amazingly, Holland not only 
survived the 2015 cardiac arrest, she 
also survived two heart attacks in 
2018. She’s since been diagnosed 
with Spontaneous Coronary Artery 
Dissection.

Morales says starting CPR and calling 
911 are vital steps to save a life. 
Luckily, help is on the way and on the 
phone.

“Our dispatchers are required to 
maintain current CPR credentials that 
are renewed every two years,” said 
Gale Wash, Johnson County EMC 
operations supervisor. “In addition, 
they receive thorough, comprehensive 
training in the provision of dispatch-
assisted CPR through the International 
Academy of Emergency Dispatch. The 
instructions dispatchers provide in this 

critical time are designed to be clear 
and concise. This helps a layperson 
understand exactly what needs to be 
done to help save a life.” 

Learn more about CPR training 
available in Johnson County and 
the Heartsafe Foundation on the 
foundation’s website, jocoheartsafe.org. 
Learn more from Holland and Morales 
on a recent JoCo on the Go podcast at 
jocogov.org/podcast, as they talk about 
how to administer CPR to children and 
adults. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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feature Black authors and voices. This 
summer the Library will offer both 
in-person and virtual book discussions—
register early on jocolibrary.org/events 
to save your spot. Registrants will 
receive a copy of the book that they will 
then return to the Library at the end of 
the session. 

Special Feature Storytime – 11:00-
11:45 a.m., Wednesday, June 15, Zoom 
– Registration is required.
Celebrate Juneteenth with the award-
winning mother-son, author-illustrator
duo Carole Boston Weatherford and
Jeffery Boston Weatherford. The whole
family will enjoy Juneteenth stories
and spoken word poetry on African
American heritage.

Johnson County’s Juneteenth 
commemorations and celebrations are 
not the first or only in Johnson County. 
Learn more about Juneteenth and other 
Juneteenth events taking place in the 
community by visiting jocogov.org/
Juneteenth.

Proclamation for Johnson County issued on June 18, 2021.
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Beginning this year, Johnson County 
has designated Juneteenth as a 
standard county holiday, recognizing 
the significance of freedom for all. 
Traditionally celebrated on June 19, 
Juneteenth will be first honored as a 
holiday by Johnson County on Monday, 
June 20, since Juneteenth falls on a 
Sunday in 2022.

Last October, the Johnson County 
Board of County Commissioners 
unanimously voted to add Juneteenth as 
a county holiday.

“By observing Juneteenth as a standard 
holiday, we are making clear to our 
community and our workforce that we 
understand and value the meaning of 
Juneteenth,” said County Commission 
Chairman Ed Eilert. “We also hope 
it will grow awareness for those 
not familiar with the holiday and its 
significance.” 

Many cities in Johnson County and 
the Kansas City metropolitan region, 
as well as other large Kansas counties, 
have added Juneteenth as an observed 
holiday or are in the process of doing 
so. President Joe Biden designated it 
as a federal holiday last June, and the 
Kansas Legislature has introduced a bill 
recognizing it as a state holiday. 

“We recognize the value of diversity in 
our community,” said Johnson County 
Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson. 

“Elevating this day is a step in the right 
direction of being a welcoming and 
inclusive county.”

The history of Juneteenth
A blend of the words June and 
nineteenth, Juneteenth is the oldest 
African American holiday observance 

in the nation. It has also been 
known by many names: Juneteenth 
National Independence Day, Freedom 
Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation 
Day, Emancipation Day and Black 
Independence Day. 

The date (June 19) marks the day when 
Union troops arrived in Galveston, 
Texas in 1865 to ensure the freedom 
of all enslaved people in the state. The 
arrival occurred two months after 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee had 
surrendered in Appomattox, Virginia. 

The troops were led by General Gordon 
Granger who read General Orders No. 
3: “The people of Texas are informed 
that, in accordance with a proclamation 
from the Executive of the United States, 
all slaves are free.”

The arrival came more than two and 
a half years after President Abraham 
Lincoln had issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation on Jan. 1, 1863. Texas 
was the last Southern state to be 
formally notified of the president’s 
action that established all enslaved 
people in Confederate 
states in rebellion 
against the Union 

“shall be then, 
henceforward, and 
forever free.” 

The 13th Amendment 
abolishing slavery 
was ratified on Dec. 
6, 1865.

The following year, 
the first celebration of 

“Jubilee Day” on June 

19 was organized in Texas.  In 1980, 
Texas became the first state to celebrate 
Juneteenth as a state holiday.

On June 17, 2021, President Joe Biden 
established Juneteenth as a national 
holiday by signing the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act into law. 
It is the first new federal holiday since 
1983, when Congress created Martin 
Luther King Dr. Day as a designated 
federal holiday.

According to the National Juneteenth 
Observance Foundation, 49 states and 
the District of Columbia have passed 
legislation to either officially designate 
Juneteenth as a state holiday or special 
day of observance. South Dakota has 
not recognized Juneteenth. 

Kansas has honored Juneteenth as 
a special observance since 2007, 
including the traditional issuance of 
proclamations by the governor. In order 
for Juneteenth to become an official 
state holiday, the Kansas Legislature 
must enact and pass legislation to 
authorize that designation.

There are many ways to honor and 
celebrate Juneteenth in the Kansas City 
metro area. Here are some of the events 
being planned by Johnson County.

Juneteenth at the Arts & 
Heritage Center

10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, June 11 

Honor the history and celebrate 
Juneteenth with Jazz Storytelling, art, 
music, food, and more. Free admission 
to the Johnson County Museum and 
its special exhibit, REDLINED: cities, 
suburbs, and segregation. 8788 Metcalf 
Avenue, Overland Park.  

Johnson County Government 
observance

Johnson County Government is making 
plans for a community observance 

BY ERIN CHAMBERS AND GERALD HAY

• The only magazine in Johnson County that is mailed to 
every household and business (for a total of over 
260,000 print copies)

• Great exposure to an affluent audience, with a median 
household income of $91,771

• Promotes brand awareness in Johnson County

• In a recent survey, 82% of respondents said they depend 
on the publication to stay informed about the county

• 84% recall receiving a recent JoCo Magazine

• Of those who recall receiving the magazine, 91% of 
respondents read the magazine

(Statistics from 2018 United States Census data and 
Johnson County’s 2019 Communications Survey)

ADVERTISE IN JOCO MAGAZINE!

Why advertise in JoCo Magazine?

For more information, contact
Advertising Sales Manager Tim Phenicie

phone: 913-715-8920 fax: 913-715-0440
email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org

A look back in history and 
a look forward to Johnson 
County’s observance

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Sunday, June 19 at 
Johnson County Square 
(Santa Fe and Cherry 
Street in downtown 
Olathe). The event will 
include community 

speakers, historical readings and 
musical performers. 

Juneteenth at Johnson County 
Library

Walk and Read – June 13-June 30, 
Civic Center Park, 250 E. Santa Fe St., 
Olathe

Walk and Read gives families the 
opportunity to share two stories together 
that are posted along a path. The texts 
for Juneteenth are “Opal Lee and 
What It Means to Be Free” by Alice 
Faye Duncan and “Change Sings” by 
Amanda Gorman. 

Adult Book Discussions – Multiple 
dates/times/locations offered

All seven Adult Book Discussions 
offered during the month of June will 
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1. Paramedics & EMTs
Paramedics and EMTs provide essential medical 
care in the prehospital environment; coordinate 
the activity of on-scene first responders; 
maintain scene safety; and protect responders, 
patients and the public, just to name a few 
duties. Certification as a Kansas Paramedic/EMT 
or being fully certified by the National Registry 
of EMTs (NREMT) as a paramedic/EMT is required.

2. Deputies
A career with the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office is more than 
just a job, it is an opportunity to serve a diverse and expanding 
community in meaningful ways. Deputies are responsible for 
the prevention or detection of crime and the enforcement of 
criminal or traffic laws of the State of Kansas or any municipality 
thereof. Visit JoinJCSO.org for more information.

3. Direct Support Professionals
Many people don’t think of support for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in the world of 
government. However, at Johnson County Developmental 
Supports, Direct Support Professionals play a crucial role in 
serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
in their quest to live and work in the community, rather than in 
institutional settings. 

4. Mental Health Clinicians
Johnson County Mental Health Center is looking for qualified 
candidates who are interested in working with individuals in 
acute mental health crises alongside law enforcement to fill 
positions of Clinician Co-Responder. Additionally, the 
Mobile Crisis Response Team is looking for a Mental 
Health Clinician to provide mobile mental health 
crisis services during business hours Monday through 
Friday, as well as someone to serve as a clinician and 
the state hospital liaison.  

5. Mental Health Case Managers
Case Managers help individuals on their path to 
recovery. They work with Johnson County residents 
to find their strengths and skills, and work alongside 
them to help them achieve their goals. While a 
bachelor’s degree in human services is suggested, 
experience and/or education may be substituted.

10 THINGS Exciting job opportunities at 
Johnson County Government
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6. Correctional Advisors
A Correctional Advisor supports all functions within the Adult 
Residential Center. Correctional Advisors are direct care staff 
who continually interact with clients from various backgrounds 
with criminal records ranging from misdemeanor to felony 
convictions. ARC’s overriding objective is to establish a stable 
foundation for re-entry back into the community.

7. Youth Correctional Advisors
Youth Correctional Advisors support all functions within the 
Juvenile Services Center, including the Juvenile Detention Center, 
where youth ages 10-17 are detained for allegedly committing 
serious offenses. YCAs are responsible for overseeing youths in 
daily activities ensuring safety and security while teaching new 
skills and managing behaviors. The job is incredibly demanding 
and challenging at times, but it is also incredibly rewarding too. 

8. Lifeguards
Jump into an exciting new job as a Lifeguard! 
Lifeguards are a necessity to keep our Johnson 
County pools open. This vital position ensures 
the safety of pool guests, their families and 
anyone that visits our aquatic facilities by 
preventing and responding to emergencies. Look 
no further for flexible hours and a fun work 
environment!

9. Library Clerks 
Circulation Clerks specialize in our materials 
handling processes by efficiently and accurately 
discharging, sorting, organizing, and maintaining 
our collection. They also provide customer 
service at the drive-thru and curbside pick-up locations by 
checking out material to patrons and providing basic account 
services.

10. Library Information Specialists  
(Youth and Adult)
Information Specialists promote literacy for all, with youth 
services focusing on ages birth through age 18 and adult services 
focusing on age 18 and up. They strive to build an extensive 
knowledge of literature and plan and implement programs that 
promote skills for their respective age groups.

Lifeline centers 
are a key 
component of 
mental health 
care with more 
than 180 local 
and state-funded centers in 
the United States. These 
centers act as a safety 
net for those at serious 
risk, especially those with 
nowhere else  
to turn.  

Toward the end of August 2021, Johnson 
County Mental Health Center began 
answering all local Lifeline calls in 
addition to crisis line calls at 913-268-0156. 
Answering local Lifeline calls served as a 
preliminary step to providing coverage for 
future 988 calls. Additionally, JCMHC has 
been fortunate to receive funding through 

CORRECTION In the Winter 2021 
issue of JoCo Magazine, an article 
about how Johnson County promotes a 
safe and healthy winter listed Johnson 
County Mental Health Center’s crisis line 
incorrectly. The crisis line phone number 
is 913-268-0156.

Starting July 16, 2022, the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-273-
8255 or 1-800-273-TALK) will change to 
a three-digit dialing code, 988. Changing 
the Lifeline from 1-800-273-TALK to 
988 will increase recognizability and 
accessibility for those at risk of suicide 
or harming themselves. 988 is a powerful 
change that will help to reduce mental 
health stigma while also streamlining 
access to available support.

Those who call the Lifeline at 988 will 
have their call routed to a local Crisis Call 
Center to receive immediate assistance. 

BY SONIA KHOSLA

the 988 transition 
grant that will 
allow the agency 
to hire and create 
a dedicated 988/
Crisis Line Team. 

Please note that 
the original number, 1-800-273-8255, 
won’t go away. While the number will 
transition to 988 in July, the original 
Lifeline phone number will remain 
available to people in emotional distress 
or suicidal crisis. Similarly, JCMHC’s 
crisis line 913-268-0156 is here to stay.

988 Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Learn more and apply for the following positions by visiting jocogov.org/highlights. Don’t have access to a home 
computer or Wi-Fi? No problem! Community members can go to the Johnson County Administration Building, 111 S. 
Cherry St., Olathe, or the Johnson County Library buildings to apply online using public computers.



Anatomy of a Severe 
Weather Alert
March 7-11 was Severe Weather Preparedness Week. Are you prepared for the 
upcoming severe weather season? When severe weather is sighted on the horizon 
in Johnson County, our staff and volunteers act fast to keep you safe. There are 
lots of ways to be notified when severe weather is coming your way - but 
it’s important to make a plan so you’re prepared before it’s too late. 

Be Prepared
Don’t let severe weather catch you by surprise. Make sure you have at least three ways of receiving an 
emergency alert, including weather sirens. 

How a weather alert reaches you
Severe weather is spotted by the 
National Weather Service radar, 
or by trained storm spotter 
volunteers, who then 
notify Johnson County 
Emergency Management. 

Johnson County Emergency 
Management activates 
weather sirens in the affected 
area and notifies residents 
through NotifyJoCo.

The NWS notifies broadcast media, 
including TV and radio stations, 
and triggers Wireless Emergency 
Alerts to notify all cell phones in 
the affected area. 

Weather sirens will alert 
you to an emergency, 
but don’t depend on 
them as your only alert 
source. Keep in mind 
some rural areas may be 
out of siren range.  

Local TV stations will 
display weather alerts; a 
weather radio (available 
at most grocery stores) 
will turn on in the event 
of severe weather in 
your area.

Sign up for NotifyJoCo 
at notifyjoco.org to 
receive emergency 
alerts. You can receive 
a call, text or email 
based on your 
preference.

From first sighting on the radar to 
sirens blaring in your neighborhood, 
the whole weather alert process is 
streamlined to take less than a minute  
in order to alert residents to dangerous 
weather as quickly as possible. 




