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SENIOR LIVING  

Uncompromising  Care
LEAN ON US FOR

You want the best for your loved 
one and so do we. Tour our 

community to get a glimpse of 
how we empower connections 

and practice smart compassion.

SCHEDULE A PERSONAL 
TOUR / CALL NOW!

CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US

ANTHOLOGY OF OLATHE
913-353-3881 

Independent Living / Assisted Living / Memory Care
101 W. 151st St. / Olathe, KS

OLATHE

OVERLAND PARK

ANTHOLOGY OF OVERL AND PARK
913-221-0374

Assisted Living / Memory Care
10300 Indian Creek Pkwy. / Overland Park, KS

AnthologyKansasCity.com

Valentine's Day 
has food, bingo

A 50 Plus lunch and bin-
go will celebrate Valentine's 
Day from 11:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Feb. 14 at Roeland Park 
Community Center, 4850 
Rosewood Dr.

Activities include a 
catered lunch and 12 games 
of bingo. Singles and couples 
welcome!  

Cost is $17 per person 
for Johnson County residents 
or $19 for nonresidents. 

Pre-registration required 
at JCPRD.com/register. For 
more information, call 913-
826-3160. 

Trout season  
begins Feb. 26

Trout stockings will take 
place Feb. 23 at Kill Creek 
Park (2:30 p.m.) with 1,600 
pounds of fish and Shawnee 
Missing Park (3:45 p.m.) 
with 3,800 pounds of fish on 
the eve of opening the 2022 
trout season.

After the fish are 
stocked, the lakes will be 
closed to all fishing until 
the siren start at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 26, to begin 
the fishing season. 

Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District 
permits and Kansas state 
fishing license are required. 
Purchase JCPRD permits 
online at JCPRD.com/per-
mits. 

Jumpstart the new year with a trip with 
Johnson County Park and Recreation Dis-
trict’s 50 Plus Department. 

Three trips remain open, including:    
• “From Academy to Battlefield” – Tours of 
the Wentworth Academy Military Museum 
and Lexington Battlefield Museum  at Lexing-
ton, Mo. on Tuesday, Jan. 25. $89 per person.
• “Call of Combat” – Tours the Combat Air 
Museum, with 45 military aircrafts, and the 
Museum of the Kansas National Guard at To-
peka on Thursday, Feb. 10. $89 per person.  
• “We’ve Come A Long Way” – Explore 

St. Joseph, Mo. on Tuesday, Feb. 22. Tours 
include the Patee House, Glore Psychiatric 
Museum and Pony Express Museum. $99 per 
person.

All trips depart from Antioch Park, 6501 
Antioch Road, Merriam. Transportation is a 
50-passenger motorcoach. Day trips are all 
inclusive, including lunch, tour tickets and 
gratuity.

Registration is required by calling 
913-831-3359 or online by visiting the 
Daytrip and Social Outing page at jcprd.
com/50plustravel. 

2022 offers travel opportunities
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Join us tableside, and get to know our Executive Chef and culinary team. 
Our Sensations Dining experience is one of the many features of our Active Independent 

Senior Living community that makes our residents feel right at home. Using only the 
freshest ingredients, our culinary team creates mouth-watering entrées, side dishes, and 

desserts that are always delicious!

Our Sensations Dining Features:
• Chef-Prepared Meals, Made from Scratch Daily
• Restaurant-Style Dining with Tableside Service
• Down-Home Dishes and Local Favorites

• Large Menu Selection Plus Daily Specials
• Fresh, Locally Sourced Meats and Produce 
• Plenty of Healthy Choices for Each Meal

6050 Broadmoor Street, Mission, KS 66202 
Active Independent Living

We invite you to get a taste of the good life!

RSVP at www.dsl.link/joco
 or Call 913.738.4969

Schedule Your Free Lunch & Tour!

©2021 Discovery Senior Living. All Rights Reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Void where prohibited 
by law. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living. WMC-0170 12/21.

Bring Your Appetite 
& Your Curiosity

(Don’t worry. We are taking the necessary precautions to keep you safe)
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DEADLINE FOR EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING COPY IS THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION 

Best TimesThe

The Best Times, a bimonthly 
publication of Johnson County 
Government, is mailed at no cost 
to Johnson County residents 
60 and over. Subscriptions are 
available for $20 annually for those 
who do not qualify. If you are 
interested in receiving The Best 
Times, call 913-715-8930.
On the web: The Best Times is 
available online at jocogov.org.

Mission: The Best Times is a 
bimonthly magazine provided for 
all Johnson County residents age 60 
plus, publishing articles that inform, 
challenge, support, entertain and 
persuade.

Contributions to support the 
mission of The Best Times must be 
made payable to The Best Times 
and mailed to the address on the 
far right.

Publishing of letters from readers, 
opinion columns or advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or 
Johnson County Government. 

Director of Public Affairs and 
Communications: Jody Hanson
913-715-0730
email: jody.hanson@jocogov.org

Editor: Gerald Hay, 913-715-0736                 
email: gerald.hay@jocogov.org
800-766-3777 TDD
Circulation: 913-715-8930
Advertising Sales: 
Tim Phenicie, 913-715-8920 
email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
The Best Times address: 
111 S. Cherry Street, Suite 3300 
Olathe, KS 66061 

On the Cover: 
Henry E. Lyons, president of the Olathe unit of the NAACP, left, and Bob Courtney, vice president of the Olathe Historical 
Society, are shown near the Children of the Trails Fountain at the reopened Johnson County Square in downtown Olathe.
Cover photo/Paul Andrews

Volume 40, Issue 1   January-February 2022

We are surveying readers of The Best Times.
We are asking for just a few moments of your time to 

share your views and suggestions so that The Best Times 
can best serve your interests. Your participation in the 2022 
readership survey is entirely voluntarily. 

The survey ends March 1.
By answering the eight questions in the survey, you’re 

helping us gain a clear understanding of what you would 
like to see in The Best Times pages in the issues ahead. That 
input/suggestion(s) will help us produce a magazine that’s a 
reflection of current and future information and concerns of 
Johnson County’s 60-plus population.

What are we doing right?  What should we change, 
eliminate, provide or improve?

It’s been said change is the only constant in life. That’s 
especially true in publications. The Best Times remains a 
work in progress as it celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2022 
as publication for a growing and changing population of 
aging adults in Johnson County.

The 2022 readership survey provides an opportunity to 
consider additional change(s) to The Best Times by going 
online at (jocogov.org/BestTimesSurvey) or completing the 
form on page 5 and mailing to: 

The Best Times
111 South Cherry St., Suite 3300
Olathe KS 66061.

The challenge at hand is how to address rising print-
ing and mailing costs to an increasing population of aging 
adults in order to deliver The Best Times to readers by the 
best means possible in the 21st century.

The Best Times has been mailed free to its readers since 
its beginning in September 1982. Ten years ago, the mailed 
circulation was nearly 57,000 households. It’s now 80,000-

plus.
For the most part, The Best Times has been a cost-neu-

tral publication with advertising revenue. That has become 
more challenging in recent years. Costs to print the maga-
zine (paper and ink) have gone up. Annual postal increases 
also have increased, averaging between 3 to 5% for bulk 
mailing over recent years.

To help in addressing increased costs, we began offering 
a digital option for readers in 2021. By providing their email 
address, readers will receive a link to directly access The 
Best Times on their smart phones, iPads, laptops or home 
computers. The link will connect readers to both the latest 
edition and past issues of the magazine.

The digital Best Times is also provided to its signed-up 
readership approximately a week before the printed maga-
zine reaches the mailboxes by the U.S. Postal Service. 

Signing up for the digital option is as easy as clicking 
on jocogov.org/TBTdigital, completing a short form and 
submitting the information.The form asks for name, mailing 
address and email. Once that information is re-ceived and 
placed into the magazine’s database, readers who choose the 
digital option will no longer receive the print edition by 
mail. 

At this time, unless a digital form is submitted, The Best 
Times readers will continue to receive their magazine in the 
mail.

Your input and suggestions are valued in helping us to 
change what we can in 2022 and beyond to enhance and 
continue The Best Times’ mission at “informing and sup-
porting Johnson County’s 60+ adults,” as noted on every 
magazine cover page. That mission remains unchanged.

Thank you for completing the 2022 readership 
survey. 

the editor’s view

Survey: We want to hear from you



5.  Please suggest additional topics or areas of im-
provement for The Best Times:

6. Please rate the quality of The Best Times:
     Excellent
     Good
     Average
     Poor

7. What actions have you taken as a result of reading 
The Best Times? Please check any that apply.

     Attended an event or enrolled in a program
     Volunteered
     Contacted an advertiser regarding a classified or 

display ad
     Visited a website for more information
     Saved/shared an article or issue
     Looked into and/or participated in a 50 Plus program 

or activity

8. What do you like most about The Best Times?
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Your feedback on The Best Times is important to us. Please take a few moments to fill out this survey. You can scan/
email it to gerald.hay@jocogov.org, print it out and mail it to The Best Times, 111 S. Cherry Street, Suite 3300, 
Olathe, KS 66061, or drop it off at that same address. You can also take the survey online at jocogov.org/ 
BestTimesSurvey. The survey ends March 1.

Two of our survey participants will each receive a $25 Johnson County Park & Recreation gift card! If you want to 
be entered in a random drawing, please include your name, email address and phone number. (Your contact informa-
tion is optional, but we will need it if you want to be entered in the drawing.) 

Thank you! 

1.  How often do you typically read The Best Times?  
Choose one of the following answers.

     Every issue
     Most issues
     Rarely

2.  How much of each issue do you read? Choose 
one of the following answers.

     All
     Most
     Some

3.  If additional Best Times content and updates are 
provided only online, would you go to the website 
to check out content such as videos, additional 
photos or clickable resources?

     Yes
     No
     Not sure

4.  Please rate your interest in reading about the 
following general interest topics (Very interested, 
interested, not interested):

Name: _________________________ Email address: ________________________ Phone number: _________________

Very  
interested Interested

Not  
interested

Health & wellness  
information
Aging trends & senior 
advice
Elder law and legal 
issues/resources
Senior discounts

Entertainment/travel

Volunteering  
opportunities

2022 Best Times Magazine Readership Survey
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It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live

Come see our Newly Renovated Community

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200
View 3-D Floor Plans and Availability www.mission-square.com

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

OPEN HOUSE,        
JAN 19TH 10:30 AM 

BY RESERVATION

Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District’s 50 
Plus Department is part-
nering with the Johnson 
County K-State Research 
and Extension to present 
two free learning opportu-
nities at the Meadowbrook 
Park Clubhouse, 9101 Nall 
Avenue, Prairie Village. 

Programs are: 
• “Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers” – Six-week 
course is designed to help 
the family caregiver. Learn 
how to take care of yourself 
while caring for a relative 
or friend. Sessions are at 
10:30 a.m. on Fridays, start-
ing Feb. 25.   
• “Pruning Evergreens” – 
Evergreen trees play a vital 
role in the landscape but 
taking care of them requires 
a bit of knowhow. Learn the 
tools to be more successful 
in pruning evergreens to 
help get a yard in shape! 
One-time class will take 
place at 12:30 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 25.

Registration is required. 
Register by calling 913-
831-3359 or online by vis-
iting the Enrichment Class-
es page online at jcprd.
com/50plus. 

Extension 
programs
set in P.V.

Holiday tree recycling ends Jan. 31 
Christmas tree recycling is being offered 

until Jan. 31 at four Johnson County locations.
The sites include:

• The Theatre in the Park, 7710 Renner Road, 
Shawnee Mission (just north of the main en-
trance of Shawnee Mission Park 
• Heritage Park, 16050 Pflumm Road, Olathe  
(marina parking lot)
• Kill Creek Park, 11670 Homestead Lane, 
Olathe (marina parking lot) 
• Big Bull Creek Park, 20425 Sunflower Road, 
Edgerton (marina parking lot)

Trees will be collected at all four sites 

during regular winter park hours, which are 7:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m., except at Shawnee Mission Park, 
which opens at 6 a.m. 

No yard waste will be accepted - only 
Christmas trees. Wrappers should be removed 
from the discarded trees as well as any re-
maining decorations, particularly “icicles” and 
decorations made from mylar, shiny plastic or 
aluminum. 

There is no charge for the disposal of trees. 
The program is open to anyone regardless of 
residency. Please call 913-888-4713 for more 
information. 
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COVID-19 boosters fight virus variants

CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF OUR ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
Meadowbrook Senior Living o�ers assisted living, memory care and independent living 
and provides seniors with a worry-free retirement experience. Join us and discover an 

array of amenities that will ensure that you love the way you live!
-- IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  LLiivviinngg  OOppeenniinngg  SSuummmmeerr  22002222  --

913.325.4907
MeadowbrookKansas.com

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR TODAY!

NNeeww  YYeeaarr’’ss  
GGrreeeettiinnggss

By Jennifer Dunlay 
As the COVID-19 pandemic progresses, so do the 

number of virus variants providing a much larger serving of 
Greek alphabet soup than any of us would like. 

Whether it’s Alpha, Delta or Omicron that we are trying 
to fight off, the prevention measures are all the same: get 
vaccinated, get boosted, wear a mask, distance when pos-
sible, wash hands and get tested for COVID-19 if you’re 
experiencing signs of illness. 

“We must continue to practice all the mitigation mea-
sures if we want to limit the spread of the virus in our 
community,” says Dr. Sanmi Areola, director of the Johnson 
County Department of Health and Environment.  

The emergence of the Omicron variant in November 
caused the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
strengthen its recommendation for booster doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine for everyone age 16 and older either 
when they are 6 months after their initial Pfizer or Moderna 
series or two months after the initial J&J vaccine. 

Studies show after getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19, protection against the virus and the ability to 
prevent infection with variants may decrease over time. The 
CDC says data from clinical trials showed that a booster 
shot increased a person’s immune response.

According to Areola, it’s especially important for those 
who are over age 65 and those who are immunocompro-
mised to get vaccinated against COVID-19 or get their 
booster shot as soon as possible, as these individuals are 

most at risk for severe complications, hospitalization and 
death after being infected with the virus.

Areola says that as people spend more time indoors 
during the colder months, the virus spreads easier, which 
is why he recommends people continue to wear masks in 
indoor public places, like grocery stores, shopping malls and 
sporting events. Regular handwashing, avoiding crowds and 
places with poor ventilation and staying home when sick 
will also help to stop the spread of the virus.

If you do become ill, Areola says to get tested for 
COVID-19. Testing can give you information about your 
risk of spreading COVID-19 and is the only way health 
officials will know what variants are spreading in the 
community. Tests are free and widely available at pharma-
cies, healthcare provider offices and at JCDHE’s Olathe 
drive-thru clinic by appointment. Visit KnowBeforeYou-
GoKS.com to find a testing site near you.

Areola says older adults should make sure they get a 
flu shot too as flu activity typically increases right after the 
holidays through February. The flu shot and the COVID-19 
vaccine can be given safely at the same time.

For more information about COVID-19 or to schedule 
a vaccination or test, visit jocogov.org/coronavirus or call 
913-715-2819, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Jennifer Dunlay is risk communicator at the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environment.
The information in this article was accurate at the time of pub-
lishing but is subject to change as new data become available. 
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k4ad: State hub of 11 AAAs
The Kansas Association of Area Agen-

cies on Aging and Disabilities represents a 
network of 11 Area Agencies on Aging and 
the Aging and Disability Resource Centers 
in Kansas. 

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging, 
a division of the Aging and Human Service 
Department, is part of the statewide k4ad. 
JCAAA is one of more than 620 AAAs 
across the United States and represented by 
the national USAging association.

The local, 
state and national 
network ensures 
that aging adults 
and people with 
disabilities main-

tain their independence and dignity through 
cost-effective services.  

The association supports connecting with 
other organizations throughout Kansas to deliver accessi-
ble and quality-driven services, advocating for legislation 
and resources to meet the needs of aging adults, persons 
with disabilities and their caregivers and providing the 
information Kansans need to find help.

AAAs in Kansas (operating as Aging and Disability 
Resource Centers since 2012) provide comprehensive and 
coordinated community-based services based on the needs 
in the counties within their planning and service areas. 
AAAs provide nutrition services at neighborhood centers 
and home-delivered meals, caregiver support programs, 
health promotion and disease prevention programs and 

in-home services.
While long-term services and supports funded by 

Medicare are short-term and limited, AAAs help coordi-
nate ongoing long-term care by supporting informal care-
givers, Older American Act funded services on a donation 
basis, Kansas Senior Act in-home services on a sliding 
scale fee and by playing a role in assessments for Med-
icaid nursing facility care or home and community-based 
services.  

Three Kansas AAAs, including the Johnson County 
AAA, provide services to the largest populations of aging 
adults in Kansas and receive county funding for critical 
in-home services. 

1965: Older Americans Act created the federal Adminis-
tration on Aging. 
1969: OAA amendments provided grants for the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program and Foster Grandparents. 
1972:  National Nutrition Program authorized and more 
senior centers created nationwide. 
1973:  OAA updated to establish Area Agencies on Ag-
ing states across the United States 
1975: Creation of the National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging 
1981: OAA reauthorization emphasized supportive ser-
vices to help seniors remain independent in the commu-
nity.  
1984: Client Assessment Referral and Evaluation re-
quired for Kansas nursing home pre-admission screen-
ing
1989: Kansas Senior Care Act legislates funding for 
additional in-home services on a sliding scale fee basis.

1997: AAAs develop Single Point of Entry model and 
Targeted Case Management system as the AAA begins 
expanded role in Kansas Medicaid. 
2000: National Family Caregiver Support Program is 
created.
2012: Aging and Disability Resource Centers broaden 
and formalize Kansas AAAs role with KanCare/Med-
icaid to provide information, assessments and options 
counseling for long-term care services. The national 
Administration for Community Living is created to 
unite the Administration on Aging, Office on Disability 
and the Administration on Developmental Disabilities.
2020: Administrative Case Management provides 
additional layer of assistance for functionally eligible 
KanCare applicants to get assistance with financial 
application for the Medicaid Home and Community 
Based services program. 

Highlights of Aging Services

There are 11 Area of Agencies to serve the 105 counties in Kansas.

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding
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Office helps KanCare applicants
If you have questions or need help 

with your KanCare Medicaid applica-
tion or services, the KanCare Ombuds-
man Office has a dedicated team of 
problem-solvers, whose mission is to 
help KanCare applicants and members. 

Team members provide free infor-
mation, assistance, resources and prob-
lem-solving services for all KanCare appli-
cants and members. They also offer many 
valuable, informative resources online.

The KanCare Ombudsman Office 
can help with:
•	 Answering questions and resolving 

issues 
•	 Understanding letters from KanCare 
•	 Responding when you disagree with a decision or 

change 
•	 Completing an application or renewal 

•	 Filing a complaint (grievance), 
appeal or fair hearing 
•	 Learning about Home and Com-
munity Based Services

The new KanCare applications are 
available on the KanCare website (kan-
care.ks.gov/consumers/apply-for-kan-
care) for applicants to download and 
complete at their convenience. 

The Ombudsman Office also has 
several helpful fact sheets about 
KanCare programs and eligibility re-
quirements, as well as helpful guides 
for organizations to call, places to go 
to get help with an application, and 

Community Resource guides for each Kansas county.
To get in touch with the KanCare Ombudsman 

office, call 1-800-643-8180, email  KanCare.Ombuds-
man@ks.gov, or visit KanCareOmbudsman.ks.gov.  

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging

Upcoming COA 
meetings

The Commission on Aging will 
meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
12 and Feb. 9, in the Sunset 
Drive Office Building, 11811 S. 
Sunset Drive, Olathe.  
Please call 913-715-8860 
for more information and to 
assure that the meeting has not 
changed to an online Zoom 
meeting.  
Read more at jocogov.org/
department/aging-and-human-
services/johnson-county-area-
agency-aging/commission-
aging  or facebook.com/
jocoaging/.

Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

“USAging” - Leaders in Aging Well at Home - is a new name for n4a 
which captures an ongoing evolution—to help members better serve older 
adults, people with disabilities and caregivers, now and in the future.

For nearly 50 years, n4a has represented and supported the national 
network of Area Agencies on Aging, and since 1988, advocated for Title VI 
Native American aging 
programs. 

For nearly 50 years, 
n4a members have helped 
aging adults and people 
with disabilities live with 
optimal health, well-being, 
independence and dignity 
in their homes and com-
munities. 

The new brand, US-
Aging, is a clearer, more inclusive and more accurate representation of who 
we are — and always have been — as an organization. The name USAging 
reflects the fact that all of “US” are aging—and that we bring together the 
local leaders in aging well at home together under one national association. 

To learn more about USAging based in Washington, D.C. call 202-872-
0888 or see USAging.org Make sure to check out USAging resources in-
cluding the new booklet Tapping into Technology to Stay Connected and 
Engaged.  

Have questions? Send an e-mail to info@usaging.org. Both the Elder-
care Locator and Engaged: The National Resource Center for Engaging Older 
Adults are administered by USAging and funded by the Administration for 
Community Living. 

National AAA group changes to 
USAging with unchanged mission



Your Chairman

Chairman Ed Eilert 
Phone: 913-715-0500 
Email    
ed.eilert@jocogov.org

Your Commissioners

Becky Fast
1st District 
Phone: 913-715-0725
jocogov.org/beckyfast

Jeff Meyers
2nd District 
Phone: 913-715-0432 
Email    
jeff.meyers@jocogov.org

Charlotte O'Hara      
3rd District 
Phone: 913-715-0433 
Email   
charlotte.ohara@jocogov.org

Janeé Hanzlick
4th District 
Phone: 913-715-0434 
Email    
janee.hanzlick@jocogov.org

Michael Ashcraft
5th District 
Phone: 913-715-0435 
Email    
michael.ashcraft@jocogov.org

Shirley Allenbrand
6th District 
Phone: 913-715-0436 
Email   
shirley.allenbrand@jocogov.org

The weekly public business sessions of 
the Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners begin at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays in the Johnson County 

Administration Building, 111 S. Cherry 
Street, in downtown Olathe. 

Live coverage of the meetings is  
viewable on the Internet through the 
county’s main website, jocogov.org.

The Board of County Commis-
sioners has approved several pilot 
programs that are expected to im-
prove public transportation service in 
Johnson County.  

“The board has established stra-
tegic priorities for transit, which in-
clude creating a transit system that is 
accessible, effective and efficient; is 
regionally coordinated; and connects 
housing, workforce and jobs,” said 
Chairman Ed Eilert. 

The pilots address fixed routes, 
commuter express, micro transit and 
paratransit services in Johnson Coun-
ty. The BOCC authorized the use of 
the federal transit funding. The Kan-
sas City Area Transportation Authori-
ty serves as the region’s direct recipi-
ent of this transit-specific funding and 
manages the funds on behalf of the 
regional partners, according to federal 
formula guidelines, which include an 
allocation of $18.2 million to Johnson 
County Transit. 

The pilot programs include: 
• Streamlined commuter express 
service (prioritize the use of existing 
park and ride locations, reduce travel 
time and create a new commuter ex-
press route)
• Fixed route improvements (in-
creased mid-day service levels, a new 
local route on the 87th street corri-
dor, the introduction of the first-ever 
Saturday fixed route service for four 
existing routes)
• New complimentary paratransit 
service in support of vulnerable pop-
ulations
• Micro transit program expansion 

(expanded service area with multi-
zone structure, introduction of Sun-
day service for micro transit and 
adjustment of fares for the micro 
transit service

“These changes will improve the 
quality and level of service of transit 
in the county and make public trans-
portation in Johnson County a more 
viable mode of travel for residents 
by offering more frequent, reliable 
service,” said Josh Powers, business 
liaison, Johnson County Planning, 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment.

Each pilot program will be con-
tinually evaluated on its impact and 
efficacy, with particular attention 
paid to key performance indicators, 
such as ridership, cost per ride and 
percentage of on-time trips provided, 
as well as additional performance 
metrics, such as increases in access to 
employment centers, educational op-
portunities and health care services. 

The pilots will get underway 
during the second quarter of 2022. 
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County approves pilots 
to expand transit options

Johnson County Government has 
launched a new version of its website 
at the same web address: jocogov.org. 

Improvements include content that 
is easier to use, resident-focused navi-
gation and an improved search tool.

“Our new website will make 
it easier for the community to do 
business with the county, minimizing 
the time it takes visitors to find what 
they are looking for,” said Chairman 
Ed Eilert, Johnson County Board of 

County Commissioners. 
“The new site has improved ADA 

accessibility and works better on mo-
bile devices compared to our previous 
website. It was designed with feed-
back from the community and should 
provide a more successful online 
experience.”

If you have comments or ques-
tions about the new website, look for 
"contact the county" at the bottom of 
the home page. 

County launches new website
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Garden smarter, not harder
Extension connection

We have a new location in Overland Park 
8837 Roe Avenue Prairie 

Village, KS 66207
913-383-9888

831 NE Lakewood Boulevard
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

816-373-9888

Cremation, the New Tradition

Present this ad and receive

when you pre-fund your
cremation arrangements

$100 off

5561 NW Barry Road 
Kansas City, MO 64154

816-822-9888

      14553 Metcalf Ave. 
Overland Park, KS 66223 

913-392-9888 

By Dennis Patton
Let’s face it, we are all getting older. Gone are the 

days of my unlimited youthful energy. Now, I look for 
ways to work smarter, not harder. 

This concept of working smarter, not harder can ap-
ply to many aspects of our daily lives. I find myself using 
this concept in my garden. I stare out the window and 
think, “Dennis, what were you thinking when you planted 
all these plants?” Should I consider downsizing? Or take 
a more positive spin and rightsize my garden? 

Either downsize or rightsize, it boils down to a state 
of mind. No, I am not ready to give as I am still young. 
Someday I will retire, and then I will have the time I 
need to maintain my passion. 

I hear you chuckling. Right? He will have all the 
time after he retires! He’s dreaming! I realize retirement 
doesn’t mean free time. It is just a different allocation of 
time and priorities.

In the meantime, I need to think about being smarter 
and not overextending my body. Gone are the days when 
I could garden nonstop for hours on end. Here are a few 
tips that help me become smarter and able to enjoy my 
hobby.

Protect Yourself
Before heading out to the garden, first take care of 

yourself. Cover exposed skin with sunscreen. Growing up 
on the farm, we did not know what we know today. It is 
never too late to prevent additional sun damage.

Wear a long-sleeved shirt and hat to cover your face 
and neck, reducing sun exposure. Gloves are a must to 
protect against scrapes and keep the dirt from getting 
caught under your nails. Footwear should be comfortable 

and provide protection just in case there is an accident.
Hydrate and Stretch

Make sure to drink plenty of water prior to working 
in the garden. Being fully hydrated helps maximize your 
physical performance. I carry a water bottle into the gar-
den to have at hand. Getting dehydrated happens quickly 
on a warm sunny day. Dehydration can lead to injury and 
cause stress on the body.

Gardening requires bending, stooping and putting 
your body in all sorts of poses. Before jumping right into 
the heavy work, warm up your muscles. I find a short 
walk to stretch my legs and simple body stretches to loos-
en the muscles prepare me for the tasks at hand. Again, 
staying properly hydrated is one of the best defenses.

Gardening is a great hobby to help keep the body fit. 
Mowing and raking are considered moderate exercises.  
Bending, stretching, digging and chopping are all motions 
associated with gardening and count as vigorous exercise. 

Reward Yourself
While working in the garden, don’t forget to take 

breaks and relax. Pull up a chair on the patio, grab the wa-
ter bottle and rest a bit if feeling overworked. This gives 
you a chance to take stock of your accomplishments and 
prioritize what needs to be done next. I have learned it is 
about a mindset as I age. Most importantly, know when 
to call it a day. Instead of focusing on what didn’t get 
accomplished, think about what projects were achieved. 

They say one of the advantages of being older is wis-
er. So, let’s be smarter when we step out into the garden 
and enjoy it just a little longer. 
Dennis Patton is horticulture agent at the Johnson County 
K-State Research and Extension Office.
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cover story

Johnson County Square: Past, present and future
By Gerald Hay

The downtown Olathe square is 
brimming with history.

Although long called the court-
house square, only half of the coun-
ty’s four courthouses were ever built 
in the public square totaling approxi-
mately three acres. 

Two historic notables connected 
to the square are George Washington 
Carver, famous agricultural scientist 
and inventor (see pages 16-17), and 
William Quantrill, infamous Confed-
erate guerrilla leader.

Historically, downtown Olathe 
has experienced many changes over 
the years and decades, but the square 
has had far fewer changes since being 
created 165 years ago.

“It’s the same location, the same 
size,” said Bob Courtney, vice presi-
dent of the Olathe Historical Society.

Sandwiched north-south between 
Santa Fe and Park streets, and east-
west between Cherry Street and Kan-
sas Avenue, the square was platted in 
the heart of Olathe when the city was 
created in 1857 by Dr. J.T. Barton. 

Two years later, Johnson County’s 
first courthouse and county offices 
were located on the second floor of a 
building built by Frederick W. Case. 
It was located across Park Street 
south of the square. 

With its designation as the county 
seat of Johnson County in 1859 and 
a growing population, downtown 
Olathe was the heart of the business 
community with churches, flouring 
mills, a foundry, lumber yards, hotels, 
an opera house and banks. 

The square became a popular 
gathering place to shop or relax, 
meet others, have fun and even go to 
school, which brought George Wash-
ington Carver to Olathe.

In 1860, Barton, then mayor, 
ordered “a good substantial fence 
around the public square” along with 
planting black locust trees. At that 
time, Olathe had a population of 527 
residents, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

The public square became a 
public stockade in 1862 when Olathe 

was ransacked by William Quantrill 
and about 140 guerrillas. Residents 
were confined behind the fence at the 
square while businesses and homes 
were looted. Ten 
men were killed in 
the raid.

“They cor-
ralled residents in 
the square since 
it was fenced in,” 
Courtney said. 

From 1861 to 
1863, Quantrill 
and his raid-
ers crossed the 
Kansas/Missouri 
border and looted almost every town 
in Johnson County, including Gardner 
(1861), Aubry (1863), Spring Hill 
(1863) and Shawnee (1862 and 1863). 
The nearby Lawrence Massacre, 
claiming between 160 and 190 lives, 
occurred in 1863.

During that time, only one town 
in Johnson County was not raided: De 
Soto.

“He had a close friend living in 
De Soto at the time, so he shared the 
community,” Courtney said. “It's who 
you know.”

Quantrill was killed by Union 
troops in 1865. He was 27.

Olathe became a second-class city 
with 2,045 residents counted in the 
1870 Census. The square also had its 
first building. The 1874 Atlas Map 
of Olathe shows an engine house was 
added to the square for the Olathe 
Hook and Ladder Company, the city’s 
first official fire company. 

By the turn of the 20th century, 
Johnson County had replaced the 
Case Building, which was occupied 
by the county for courthouse purpos-
es for four decades. 

The second courthouse was de-
signed by famed architect George P. 
Washburn. Along with his son, they 
designed courthouses in 11 Kansas 
counties and nine Carnegie library 
buildings in the state. 

Dedicated in August 1892, the 
Washburn courthouse was the first 
court facility actually built in the 
courthouse square. Sixty years later, 
that courthouse was razed when the 
county’s third courthouse opened in 
1952. It was the second courthouse 
constructed in the square. Two build-
ing wings were added in 1954 and 
1968 along with an eight-story tower 
in 1975. 

Another major project was add-
ed near the square when the Johnson 
County Administration Building 

Quantrill

Johnson County Square was platted when Olathe was created in 1857.
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Johnson County Square: Past, present and future
opened in 1992.

After 68 years, the third 
courthouse was replaced by 
the current courthouse, which 
opened a year ago. It was the 
second courthouse not directly in 
the square but located across the 
Santa Fe Street to the north. 

The old courthouse was 
razed this summer, paving the 
way for creation of the Johnson 
County Square on the same loca-
tion, the same size, but without a 
courthouse.

The Johnson County Square 
was formalized with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony on Dec. 9. 

The project features a large 
open, public community green area with a curved and 
widened walkway from the corner of Santa Fe and Cherry 
streets as the main entry to the square, leading to the Ad-
ministration Building. The project included site lighting, 
landscaping and sod and an irrigation system.

Fourteen Rotary Clubs in Johnson County provided 
funding for the Rotary Tree Grove of the County Square 
as a gift to the community in the northeast corner of the 
square. The grove has 33 linden trees and maples. The 
county has also added six picnic tables near the grove for 
use by residents and visitors to the square.

The Rotary Tree Grove is the first donation under a 
donor policy approved by the Board of County Commis-

sioners to receive and accept 
donations for the square. The 
policy also provides naming 
recognition for donors who make 
substantial contributions who 
so generously donate their time, 
money, property or other assets 
for the benefit and success of the 
Johnson County Square.

The reopening of the John-
son County Square fulfills a 
three-year contract with JE Dunn 
to build the new Johnson Coun-
ty Courthouse and the county’s 
new Medical Examiner Facility, 
which opened in 2020. Funding 
for both projects is from a 10-
year, quarter-cent public safety 

sales tax approved by Johnson County voters in 2016. The 
contract also included demolition of the old courthouse 
and creation of the “intermediate option” for redesigning 
the Johnson County Square.

As part of the county’s donor policy, a master plan 
option for future development of the square suggests other 
possible enhancements. Proposals include a Memorial 
Plaza with educational and historical information, an open 
multi-use platform with stage, an art garden play area and 
iconic public art near the main entry. 

Pending possible donations, Johnson County Gov-
ernment has not authorized or funded a future option for the 
square at this time. 

Have life insurance you don’t 
need or can’t afford?
You can sell it.*
LIBI has helped over 3,000 families across the country for over 25 years.
*Minimum $100,000 policy face value We put our clients’ needs first and we are here for you.

Call Greg or Lisa at (913) 642.7201
lifeinsurancebuyers.com

Chairman Ed Eilert accepts the Rotary Tree 
Grove donation on behalf of Johnson County.

cover story
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Angela Walsh Fisher assists in 
requests for utility assistance.

By Brandy Hodge
The Farmers’ Almanac has predicted 

this will be a colder than normal winter 
and heating costs, both electricity and 
gas, are estimated to increase. Here are 
some tips to help you conserve energy:
•	 Keep heat contained inside the home. 
•	 Turn the thermostat down. 
•	 Inspect and replace your furnace fil-

ters regularly. 
•	 Choose Energy Star appliances.
•	 Use LED lightbulbs.

One of the best ways to conserve en-
ergy is to ensure your home is not losing 
heat. Up to a third of a typical home’s 
heat loss occurs through windows and 
doors. Air can also move into or out of the 
home through cracks and gaps in the home 
such as electrical outlets, attics and base-
boards. Two ways to help reduce heat loss is caulking and 
weather-stripping windows. 

Turning the thermostat down a few degrees at bedtime 
or when you leave the home can conserve energy. Regu-
larly changing your furnace filter can improve air quality 
in your home, help your furnace perform more efficiently 
and lower energy costs. Lastly, when it is time to re-
place an appliance, selecting Energy Star appliances and 
switching to LED lightbulbs both make a difference in the 
amount of energy the household utilizes. LED lightbulbs 
are up to 80% more energy efficient, have a longer life-
time and generate less heat. 

Many utility companies offer payment arrangements 
for large past due balances. Each utility company has 
different guidelines; therefore, you must call directly to 
learn what options may be available. For low-income 
households, there are four different types of utility as-

sistance programs available.
Johnson County Aging and Human 

Services administers the Johnson County 
Utility Assistance Program. This program 
provides financial assistance to qualify-
ing low-income households. Assistance 
may be provided for electric, water, 
gas, wastewater or propane utility bills. 
Financial assistance can be provided for 
past due utility bills or assistance with 
payment plans. 

Call 913-715-6653 or jocogov.org/
department/aging-and-human-services/
outreach-services/utility-assistance for 
details.

Kansas Housing Resources Corpora-
tion administers the Kansas Emergency 

Rental Assistance program. KERA pro-
vides rental and utility assistance to qual-
ifying Kansas renters. The goals of KERA 

are to avoid eviction or utility disconnections. Details 
can be found at kera-kshousingcorp.org/kera13#/.  

Kansas Department for Children and Families is ad-
ministrating two different utility assistance programs.

Low Income Energy Assistance Program is a feder-
ally funded program that helps eligible households pay a 
portion of their home energy costs by providing a one-
time per year benefit. Details can be found at dcf.ks.gov/
services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx.  

The Emergency Water Assistance Program is a 
federally funded program that helps eligible households 
restore or prevent disconnection of water or wastewater 
services. Details can be found at dcf.ks.gov/EWAP/Pag-
es/default.aspx. 
Brandy Hodge is communications, administration and outreach 
manager at the Department of Aging and Human Services.

Winter energy tips & utility assistance

9404 Reeds Rd
Overland Park, Kansas

First month FREE with annual plan. Call 913-350-2955 or visit www.elderambassadors.com

Private
Fiduciary

Trust
Protector

Personal
Accountant

Protect your assets for as low as $99/month
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AA  ffrreesshh  nneeww  yyeeaarr  &&  ccaarreeffrreeee
lliiffeessttyyllee  ttoo  ccaallll  yyoouurr  oowwnn!!

Pay only $22 for your first month’s rent

Receive a personal moving allowance

Start 2022 off in a bright new home

in Early 2022!Make Your MoveMake Your Move

Overland Park - 95th St & Metcalf Ave  |  Blue Springs - Hwy 40 & Hwy 7

• Bright and comfortable studio, one and two-bedroom 
homes equipped with a full kitchen and washer/dryer 
to simplify everyday living

• Vibrant enrichment program with a variety of daily 
social activities and gatherings

• Light housekeeping, linen service and transportation 
services included

• Restaurant-style dining with chef-inspired specials and 
classics available everyday

(913) 270-6753 NovelPlaceSeniorLiving.com
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JoCo History

By Gerald Hay
Black History Month in February 

is a time to acknowledge and celebrate 
the achievements of African Americans 
in society as well as in the Johnson 
County community.

Long before the famous U.S. Su-
preme Court case of Brown vs. Topeka 
Board of Education that ended school 
segregation 67 years ago and the pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964 

ending national 
segregation, Af-
rican Americans 
had made their 
mark in local and 
national history.

George Wash-
ington Carver was 
one of them. 

Born in 
Missouri, his 
nomadic quests 

for an education involved schools and 
colleges in Missouri, Iowa and Kansas. 
That included attending a small school 
for Black students near the Johnson 
County Square.

Carver’s time in Olathe was only 
about a year, but meaningful in his 
quest for an education as a young 
boy when school segregation was the 
norm, according to Bob Courtney, 
vice president of the Olathe Historical 
Society. 

“George Washington Carver was 
here in Olathe,” he said. “He went to 
school here. He worked in a laundry 
here.”  

Some researchers believe Carver 
attended what was known as the Old 
Rock School (1868-1898), Olathe’s 
first public school at Water and Loula 
streets. However, Courtney’s research 
indicates Carver more than likely 
attended a small all-Black school at 
the opposite corner of the downtown 
square.   

An entry on Aug. 3, 1874 from 
the Olathe Clerk’s Record notes a 
building on the west side of the public 
square belonging to A.S. Devinney 
“was rented for the colored school” by 

the Board of Education for $50 a year 
with the board “to make and pay for 
all necessary repairs.”

According to Courtney, Carver, 
then in his mid-teens, attended the 
school near the corner of Kansas Av-
enue and Santa Fe Street. The site is 
now occupied by the Central Booking 
Facility of the Johnson County Sher-
iff’s Office.

“Despite his many trials and trib-
ulations, George Washington Carver 
persevered to get an education,” said 
Henry E. Lyons, president of the 
Olathe unit of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People. “Even Olathe’s segregation 
of schooling did not stop him from 
suffering through it to acquire knowl-
edge.”

In historian Robert P. Fuller’s 
book on “The Early Life of George 
Washington Carver,” Rashey B. 
Moten, a friend and classmate of Carv-
er, offered some insight about his peer 
and a small all-Black school in down-
town Olathe at the edge of the Johnson 
County Square.

“The school had no name. Was just 

the colored school. That’s what they 
called it. We had no school only an old 
building that had been used by a man 
who cut cemetery blocks,” according 
to Moten’s memory from Fuller’s 
book.

Moten described Carver as “a tall, 
lanky kid” who “didn’t care to play 
games,” but had a strong interest in 
plants, trees and nature. 

“We’d go to the park. Our school 
had no playground … We played in 
the public square,” Moten said, ac-
cording to the book. “He and I would 
be playing marbles, and he would say, 
‘Oh! Rash, look what a beautiful leaf. 
Look at these trees,’ and I wanted 
many times (to say), ‘Come on and 
shoot.’ And, he’d say, ‘Look at the 
edge of these leaves.’ And in that way, 
he found clover leaves and things like 
that. We’d play until the bell rang and 
we’d run over and go across the street 
to our school.”       

George Washington Carver was 
born into slavery sometime in the early 
to mid-1860s in Diamond Grove, Mis-
souri (now Diamond, Missouri.) but 
the date of his birth was never estab-

George Washington Carver
Famed ag scientist attended Black school in Olathe

Bob Courtney, right, and Henry E. Lyons look at historic maps of the 
Johnson County Square where George Washington Carver once visited 
to play and study nature since his nearby school had no playgound.Carver
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lished. Most researchers believe he was born in 1864. 
According to various biographies about him, Carver 

attended an all-Black school in Neosho, Missouri, because 
African American students were not allowed in public 
school in Diamond Grove. He left Missouri around 1877 at 
about age 13 in his quest for an education and settled with 
a foster family in Fort Scott, Kansas. He left Fort Scott 
after witnessing the killing of a Black man by a group of 
white men. He headed to Olathe. 

In Olathe, Carver “did cooking, washing, ironing, 
cleaned carpets, and did all kinds of work for a living,” ac-
cording to Johnson County Museum, adding: “He became 
acquainted with Ben and Lucy Seymour, a formerly en-
slaved couple, whose home was located on Cherry Street 
between Poplar and Santa Fe. Ben was a well digger. Lucy 
owned a small laundry business (near the square).” 

Most sources, including Courtney, indicated George 
Washington Carver attended school in Olathe between 
April 1879 and the spring of 1880. He was probably 14-15 
years old.

“The process of room rentals for all-Black schools in 
Olathe continued until a school was constructed in 1889 
named Lincoln School located at 414 West Spruce St. for 
African American students,” Courtney added.

By 1918, the first Lincoln School had become dilapi-
dated, and a new school was opened that year. According 
to Johnson County Museum, locals called the new Lincoln 
School “the best school building in Kansas for its size.” 
Black and white children in Olathe were educated sepa-
rately until 1958 when all schools were integrated. Lincoln 
School closed that year.

From Olathe, Carver continued his education in Paola 
and later graduated from high school in Minneapolis, Kan-
sas, located north of Salina. He applied and was accepted 
to the all-white Highland College in Highland, Kansas. 
When he arrived, college officials refused to let him attend 
because off his race.  

After homesteading in Western Kansas for a few years, 
Carver attended Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, and 
later Iowa State Agricultural College (now Iowa State 
University) where he studied botany. He earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees and became a member of the college 
teaching staff. 

In 1896, Carver joined Tuskegee Institute (now 
Tuskegee University) in Alabama to head the Agriculture 
Department, teaching for 47 years and earning fame in 
his farming research, including crop rotation and devel-
oping hundreds of products from peanuts, sweet potatoes 
and soybeans. He became known as “The Peanut Man.” 

“Every African American child should read about his 
drive to get an education,” Lyons said. “In today’s world 
no excuse is acceptable from any African American child, 
or any other race of children, for not getting an educa-
tion. They should also know that learning is a journey not 
a destination and one should continue learning all their 
life.”

George Washington Carver died in 1943 at the age 
of 78 or 79 at the Tuskegee Institute.

The rest is history. 
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Gray 425 
 

NEW DOCENT TRAINING CLASS

Apply now for our spring 2022 volunteer docent 
training group, meeting Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Applications will be accepted through January 19. 

Click JOIN at nermanmuseum.org 
Questions? Contact the curator of education, kgerety@jccc.edu, 
913-469-8500, ext. 4771.

Johnson County Community College
12345 College Blvd. • Overland Park KS

Nerman Museum  
of Contemporary Art

ART TOURS!

The application process for our buildings couldn’t 
be easier. Contact us directly and we’ll find out if you 
qualify and promptly take care of the details, including 
assistance with the paperwork. If you qualify, you 
simply move in and begin living anew!

Utilities provided (allowance based)
Rent based on income
Section 8 assistance available

Great location
Social events
No voucher needed

Quality housing that meets your budget, in a safe, secure setting.
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Carver's education included 
small Black school in Olathe
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~ Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1946

~ Cremation Urns

~ Keepsake Urns & 
Vaults

~ No Membership 
Fees or Hidden 

Charges

4926 Johnson Drive
Shawnee Mission, 

Kansas 66205
913-384-5566

of Kansas City
$1,095

Simple Cremation

www.CremationCenterKC.com

50 Plus & beyond

Come dance to live music
By Michelle Alexander

In the lyrics of Frank Sinatra, “Hey there 
cutes, put on your dancin’ boots.  Come dance 
with me!”  Johnson County Park and Recre-
ation District’s 50 Plus Department wants you 
to come dance with us from 1 to 3 p.m. 
every Friday at Meadowbrook Park Club-
house, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village. 

Starting in January, participants can 
dance to the live music of KC Swing each 
week with fellow music and dance lovers 
alike. Singles and couples are welcome to 
attend. 

While you are swaying to the sounds 
of Sinatra, Bennie Goodman, Duke Ellington 
and more, you can also gain great mental 
and physical health benefits along the way.  

According to a study in The Arts in Psy-
chotherapy journal, dance has been shown 
to lift your mood, keep your mind sharp, 
while also increasing physical endurance 
and strength. It’s a fun form of exercise that 
you might be more likely to stick with on a 
regular basis.  

Additionally, a study by Oxford Univer-
sity states that dancing or moving to music 
with others, encourages and increases social 
bonding with strangers. 

The Harvard Medical School goes be-
yond that to state that forming strong social 
connections improves long-term health as 
much as adequate sleep, a good diet and not 
smoking.  

Dancing also reduces the prevalence of falling 
for healthy older adults, according to a Journal of 

Aging and Physical Activity study. 
The best part of our tea dances is that 
no dance experience is needed. Dance 
because it feels good and abandon 

your worries about looking silly 
and just have fun. 

When asking our current danc-
ers why they come dance with us, 
their answers supported the results 
of the studies above. 

Jo Ann says: “Great music, 
great people, lots of fun.” 

Greg states: “Good sounds. Like 
the variety.” 

Sue attends because she “likes 
visiting with her friends.” 

Jim tells us: “love the music and 
exercise.”  

Most others agree that there is 
good music, great people and it’s over-
all just a good time.  

So, come dance every Friday af-
ternoon away with us for fellowship, 
fun, music and dance. Cost is $5 per 
person at the door. 

For more information or ques-
tions, call the Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse at 913-826-2975. 
Michelle Alexander is the 50 Plus 
Department manager at the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District.

Social offers
hot chocolate

A Hot Chocolate So-
cial is scheduled from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9, 
at the Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse, 9101 Nall Ave., 
Prairie Village.

Event features a warm 
and fun afternoon with hot 
chocolate, a dessert bar, 
fun interactive games and 
prizes. 

Cost is $15 for Johnson 
County residents and $16 
for nonresidents. 

Registration is online 
at JCPRD.com. More 
information is available by 
calling 913-826-2975. 
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A new year is the perfect 
opportunity to commit to, 
or renew a commitment to, 
your mental well-being and 
that includes being attentive 
to your brain health. 

Research is still evolv-
ing, but evidence is strong 
that people can reduce their 
risk of cognitive decline 
by adopting key lifestyle 
habits that promote brain 
health. When possible, it 
is recommended that aging 
adults combine these habits 
to achieve maximum benefit 
for the brain and body. 

The Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation recommends 10 Ways 
to Love Your Brain:
•	 Break a sweat. Engage 

in regular cardiovascular 
exercise that elevates 
your heart rate and in-
creases blood flow to the 
brain and body.

•	 Hit the books. Formal 
education in any stage 
of life will help reduce 
your risk of cognitive 
decline. Take a class at a 
local college or online or 
learn a new language.

•	 Butt out. Quitting 
smoking can reduce 
risk of cognitive decline 
compared to those who 
have not smoked.

•	 Follow your heart. Ev-
idence shows that risk 
factors for cardiovascu-
lar disease and stroke 
negatively impact your 
cognitive health. Heart 
healthy = brain healthy.

•	 Heads up. Brain injury 
can raise your risk of 
cognitive decline and 
dementia. Wear a seat 
belt, use a helmet when 
playing contact sports 
or riding a bike.

•	 Fuel up right. Eat a 
healthy and balanced 
diet that is lower in fat 
and higher in vegetables 
and fruit to help reduce 

the risk of cognitive 
decline. The association 
suggests Mediterranean 
or Mediterranean-DASH 
diets to contribute to risk 
reduction.

•	 Take care of your men-
tal health. Try to man-
age your stress level and 
seek medical treatment 
if you have symptoms 
of depression, anxiety 
or other mental health 
concerns.

•	 Buddy up. Stay socially 
engaged and find ways 
to be part of your local 
community.

•	 Stump yourself. Acti-
vate your mind — build 
a piece of furniture, do 
something artistic, play 
a card game or do a 
jigsaw puzzle.
The suggestions may 

help reduce the risk of 
Alzheimer’s or other demen-
tia, but if you or someone 
you know is experiencing 
memory problems, consider 
reviewing the 10 Warning 
Signs of Alzheimer’s at alz.
org/10signs. The list ex-
plains a typical age-related 
behavior and an explana-
tion of behavior that carries 
concern. 

Talking about memory 
problems is hard, but the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
has many free resources to 
guide you including a 24/7 
Helpline, 800-272-3900, and 
online tools at alz.org. 

Make brain health 
a 2022 resolution
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Prices compiled during October 2021 General Price List provided
by the above or from their website. Prices of a Traditional Service,

including their minimum metal casket and 2 pc. grave liner.

Porter Funeral
Home Lenexa

8535 Monrovia, Lenexa, KS 66215 Phone: 
(913) 438-6444

   www.porterfuneralhome.com
120 years of caring for your families since 1902

$8,734

Porter’s saves
you $946

Porter’s saves
you $760

Porter’s saves
you $3,151

Porter’s saves
you $3,151

Amos Family
Funeral Home

McGilley State
Line Chapel

McGilley & Hoge
Memorial Chapel

$9,680$9,494

$11,785 $11,785

Johnson County
Funeral Chapel

library connection

Renovated Central Resource
Library to reopen on Feb. 22

By Elissa Andre
We have been making areas of Cen-

tral Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th St., 
Overland Park, even better over the last 
year, and now the wait is almost over! 

Construction began in February 
2021, with the majority of work — in-
cluding improvements to the building’s 
exterior and mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing systems — completed by 
November 2021. Furnishings, collection 
and equipment are being moved back in 
over the winter. 

The building’s grand reopening cele-
bration is set for Feb. 22!

Until then, the front lobby of the 
building (what we are calling Little 
Central) is still open for holds pickup 
and public computer use. For all other 
services (including access to the collection), please use 
another location. Oak Park Library, 9500 Bluejacket St., 
Overland Park, is the closest in proximity to Central Re-
source and features curbside holds pickup and a drive-up 
materials return bin.

This project is a continuation of the Central Building 
upgrade, the first phase of which was completed in 2015. 
Central is home to many departments that support all 
locations, including library administration, materials han-
dling and information technology and is considered the 
hub of the Johnson County Library system. This project 

is making better use of space throughout 
the building, addressing changes and 
growth the system has experienced in 
the last 25 years with a focus on future 
flexibility.

When renovations are complete, visi-
tors will enjoy the following amenities:
• A drive-thru for picking up holds – 
including an improved exterior return for 
materials.
• Additional and reconfigured study and 
conference rooms.
• A relocated and expanded childrens’ 
area with more access to natural light 
and a dedicated storytime room.
• Behind-the-scenes upgrades that will 
result in materials being available more 
quickly throughout the entire library 
system, such as a reorganization of our 

staff spaces, a new materials sorter and improvements to 
our delivery dock.

Some in-person programming will also return to Cen-
tral upon reopening, including genealogy and career and 
finance events—visit jocolibrary.org/events for dates 
and details. Art exhibitions in Central’s new gallery space 
will resume later in the year.

We can’t wait to welcome you back to Central Re-
source Library on Feb. 22! 
Elissa Andre is external communication manager at Johnson 
County Library. 

Central Resource Library features 
a special nook for young patrons.
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Join us virtually for the 
Parkinson’s Community Choir!

SUPPORTED BY THE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION 

Call Judy at 913.825.9920 for information and details!

Johnson County Park and Recre-
ation District’s 50 Plus Department 
is partnering with the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at the University of 
Kansas for new activities. 

Upcoming classes include:
• “Would You Like to Meet the Beat-
les You Thought 
You Knew?” 
– The Beatles 
were more than 
just another 
rock band. In 
addition to 
reviewing their 
origin story and 
“Beatlemania,” 
participants will 
learn how these four became so fab-
ulous. They will be asked to engage 
in trivia quizzes and discussions of 
their legacy. Meets at Roeland Park 
Community Center, 4850 Rosewood, 
starting at 1 p.m. Jan. 25. 
• Woodstock at 50” – Rock music 
during 1967-69 started with the 

Summer of Love and ended tragical-
ly just two years later. Sessions will 
explore cultural and political events 
of the time from the Monterey Inter-
national Pop Music Festival, through 
the Woodstock Music and Art Fair, 
and ending at the Altamont Speedway 
Festival. Meets at Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse, 9101 Nall Ave., Prairie 
Village, starting at 2 p.m. Jan. 27. 
• “From Gilded Age to Progressive 
Era” – Explore a time of unprecedent-
ed American industrial expansion to a 
time of more modest reforms. Ses-
sions examine conflicting viewpoints 
as well as film clips from historical 
documentaries. Meets at New Century 
Fieldhouse, 551 New Century Park-
way, near Gardner, starting at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 14. 

Each topic is covered over three 
sessions lasting two hours for a cost 
of $50. Registration is required by 
calling 913-831-3359 or online by 
visiting the Enrichment Classes page 
at jcprd.com/50plus. 

Upcoming 2022 Osher classes 
include Beatles & Woodstock

Virtual programs
set in early 2022

Johnson County Park and Recre-
ation District’s 50 Plus Department 
is offering two free virtual programs 
in early 2022, including:  
• “Kansas City PBS Studio Tour” – 
Take a look behind the scenes at the 
Kansas City PBS studio and hear 
an overview of their three brands, 
which include The Hale Journalism 
Center and The Bridge history and 
acquisition, learn about old equip-
ment as well as new and much more 
at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 20.
• “Picture Perfect - Digitizing Your 
Negatives” – Preserve memories by 
digitizing your negatives. Watch a 
demonstration of a simple machine 
that helps you scan, edit and save 
your photos right to your phone at 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 17. 

Registration is required to 
receive the online links for the 
programs. Register by calling 913-
831-3359 or online by visiting the 
Enrichment Classes page online at 
jcprd.com/50plus.
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Personalized assistance in locating the best 
senior living and care options at no charge 
to our clients.

  Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care 
       Enhanced Care Suites • Residential Care Homes   

Contact us today for a FREE consultation!

Personalized assistance
in locating the best senior

living and care options.

Independent Living
Assisted Living • Enhanced Care Suites

Memory Care • Residential Care Homes
Skilled Nursing Care

Senior Care
Authority

Personalized assistance
in locating the best senior

living and care options.

Independent Living
Assisted Living • Enhanced Care Suites

Memory Care • Residential Care Homes
Skilled Nursing Care

Senior Care
Authority

Personalized assistance
in locating the best senior

living and care options.

Independent Living
Assisted Living • Enhanced Care Suites

Memory Care • Residential Care Homes
Skilled Nursing Care

Senior Care
Authority

Personalized assistance
in locating the best senior

living and care options.

Independent Living
Assisted Living • Enhanced Care Suites

Memory Care • Residential Care Homes
Skilled Nursing Care

Senior Care
Authority

Certified
Senior Advisor (CSA)TM

At Senior Care Authority, our goal is to help 
you find the safest, most affordable senior 
housing and care resources based on your 

criteria. We will define a customized search  
for you and help you through every step  

in the process.

Don and Elaine Minter
913-488-8609

seniorcare-kansascity.com

By CrystalFutrell
Are you wanting to make a healthy start this new year? 
For many adults, the biggest struggle to eating healthy is 

managing their cravings for sweets and treats. These five tips 
can help:
1. Look for “added sugars” – Did you know the nutri-

tion facts label was 
recently updated 
to help consumers 
identify added sugars 
in products? Some 
foods like dairy 
products and fruit 
naturally contain 
sugar, but these sug-
ars aren’t considered 
as detrimental to 
our health as added 
sugars since they 
contain other essential nutrients – unlike added sugars. 
Comparing the added sugars between products can help 
you make healthier choices.

2. Avoid Sweetened Beverages – Sweet drinks are often 
loaded with added sugars, and liquids are easier to con-
sumer than solids, so massively consuming sweetened 

beverages is a prime opportunity for overindulging on 
sugar. Be mindful that coffee drinks, sports drink, alco-
holic cocktails and fruit juices can pack just as much of a 
sugary punch as regular soda. 

3. Cut the Sugar When Baking – It’s essential to follow 
baking recipes because all the ingredients rely on each 
other to perform certain chemical reactions, but there is 
wiggle room. Most baking recipes can tolerate less sugar 
without negative effects. It may take some experimenting, 
but a good place to start is by cutting a third to half of the 
sugar that’s called for in the original recipe. 

4. Roast Your Veggies – Some casseroles take healthy 
ingredients like sweet potatoes and add tons of sugar 
to boost their flavor. Instead of adding sugar, maximize 
their natural sugars by roasting chopped veggies in some 
olive oil with a little salt and pepper in a 400°F oven until 
they’re deliciously browned and crisp. 

5. Prioritize Your Sleep – It is recommended that adults 
get between seven and nine hours of sleep, but many of 
us often fall short of this margin. This can trigger hunger 
cues in the brain because it’s requiring extra fuel to func-
tion, and the brain’s favorite fuel is glucose – also known 
as known as sugar. 

Crystal Futrell is the health and food safety agent at the 
Johnson County K-State Research and Extension Office.

VITA program set to start
Last year, Johnson County’s Volunteer Income Tax Assis-

tance volunteers completed more than 1,400 federal and 
state tax returns. Most of the returns were completed by 
mail-in and drop-off due to COVID-19. 

This year, the Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension will again partner with the Kansas City Metro 
Tax Coalition and El Centro to sponsor a VITA site, start-
ing in February. 

Details about the local VITA site, dates, times and tax 
instructions will be posted on the Extension Office web-
site at johnson.k-state.edu in January once more infor-
mation is available to set up the program in 2022. 

Tips to tame a 2022 sweet tooth
to your good health
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(913) 568•7355
tohlde@kw.com

                    ARE YOU: Todd Ohlde, SRES
Realtor & Seniors Real Estate Specialist  

Keller Williams Realty Partners, Inc.

Providing real estate services tailored to 
seniors and their families

Each office is independently owned and operated
(913)-906-5400

Call today to schedule a 
one-on-one consultation!

If you are not quite ready for a sit down one on one consultation and 

want to learn more to prepare for your upcoming move, please scan the 

QR code to visit our website for a list of upcoming events. If you don't 

know how to use a QR code, simply go directly to our website and 

navigate to our events page 

www.toddohlde.com

• Struggling with the challenges of moving
your Mom & Dad?

• Overwhelmed with your desire to downsize
and don't know where to start?

• Sitting on a vacant outdated home you
need to sell?

As the new year dawns, you may be think-
ing it is time to lose a few pounds. 

What you may not be thinking about is 
prediabetes, a serious health condition that 
increases one’s risk for developing type 2 
diabetes. One in three adults in the nation has 
prediabetes. 

If you discover you are at risk, what can 
you do? Join a group of other adults with pre-
diabetes in the Diabetes Prevention Program at 
the Johnson County Department of Health and 
Environment! DPP is a lifestyle-change pro-
gram that helps people with prediabetes lose 
weight and increase physical activity, which 
can help reduce your risk.

One participant from the Johnson County 
Department of Health and Environment’s DPP, 
says, “The program emphasizes small changes 
in diet and exercise to improve your health and 
it really works! I’ve lost 13 pounds.” 

Studies show that DPP participants can 
lower their risk of developing type 2 diabe-
tes by as much as 58% (71% if you’re over 
age 60). Many participants also see their A1c 
levels drop from the “prediabetes” to “normal” 
range. In fact, in our most recent group of DPP 
participants, 56% saw a reduction of blood 
glucose levels from the “prediabetes” range to 
the “normal” range without the use of medica-
tion.

Find the support you need to reduce your 
risk for type 2 diabetes! New DPP classes are 
starting in February. To learn more or sign 
up, contact Anne Hayse, registered dietitian 
at JCDHE, at 913-477-8128 or anne.hayse@
jocogov.org. 

Diabetes prevention classes to start soon
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January-February classifieds

at your service
The classified ad rate in The Best Times is $55 for the first 20 
words and $0.75 for each additional word. Advertising rates 
and advertising deadlines are subject to change without 
notice.
Payment for classified ads and business card ads must be paid 
in advance by the invoice due date prior to ad publication. 
Classified ad requests are not accepted after the third day of 
the month preceding the publication. For more information 
on the classified ad or business card ad process, contact Tim 
Phenicie.

Email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 
Call: 913-715-8920

Publishing of classified advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or  

Johnson County Government.

SenCom (Senior Computer 
Users Group) is offering in-
person classroom instruction 
for up to 10 students per class. 
Upcoming topics include files 
and folders, Facebook, Google 
features, photos, iPad/iPhone, 
and Windows 10. These and 
other senior friendly 3-hour 
classes on various computer 
topics are listed on our website 
at www.kcsenior.net. While you 
are there, check out all the other 
great resources available. We 
are doing hybrid in-person/video 
monthly general meetings with a 
program on “Sending Electronic 
Holiday Greetings” in November 
and “Taking Better Pictures” in 
December. For schedules and 
locations of all monthly meetings 
including special interest 
groups and Lunch & Learn, 
and for information on SenCom 
membership and volunteer 
opportunities, go to our website 
or call Lou at 913-298-0575 with 
any questions.

HANDYMAN PRO, LLC - Repair, 
Remodel, Renew. Bathrooms, 
painting, decks, yard work, 
sheetrock repair, grab bars, 
ramp building. Call Tom for 
free estimate. 913-488-7320. 
Handymanprokc.com.

Larry Laney Construction 
Co. Specializing in Kitchen/
Bathroom Remodeling and Home 
Renovation, Finish Carpentry, 
Painting, Drywall and Tile. 
I'm an Honest, Hard-Working, 
Dependable and Very Skilled 
Craftsmen. Licensed and Insured 
with References. Call Larry at 
913-963-3434. See My Work At 
www.laneyremodelingkc.com.

Comfortable Cleaning Services. 
For Your Home. Free Estimates, 
Experienced, Quality Work and 
Insured. Call Blanca at 913-378-
6612.

LEND A HANDY HELPER, LLC. 
We do those "little" jobs that other 
Handymen won't do. Licensed, 
Insured. Free Estimates. From 
Lightbulbs to Ceiling fans, 
Power washing, and Grab bars. 
No Job Too Small! 22 year 
Retired Military Veteran, Honest, 
Reliable, REASONABLE. You can 
make an estimate appointment 
online at website or call 913-713-
9030. www.lendahandyhelper.
com.

AM/PM Computer & Heartland 
Macs. Personal Cyber Security 
and Protection - Get your PC 
and Mac running Better and 
Faster - Computer Help and 
Repairs - WiFi and Internet 
Problems- One-on-one how to 
help - Call now - 913-385-2676 
- 22 Years in Business - 10% 
senior discount- Security service 
plans available.

How do I get rid of all these 
machines & tools? If you 
have a basement or garage 
full of woodworking tools, why 
not let me price and sell them 
while freeing up some space 
and putting cash in your hands. 
With over 24 years’ experience 
in appraising and selling 
woodworking machinery & tools, 
I can make life easier. Call or 
email Mike at 913-375-5750, 
mbcobb5@gmail.com.

MEDICARE Supplements, 
Advantage Plans or Part D 
Plans - Whether you are just now 
aging into Medicare or would 
like to compare your current 
plan, you have options. Let me 
help you find the best plan. I’m a 
local, licensed and experienced 
Medicare advisor. Call Rhonda 
at 913-579-3349.

RESIDENTIAL LIFTS. Stair 
lifts, wheelchair lifts, elevators 
and ceiling/patient lifts. KC Lift 
& Elevator at 913-327-5557 
(formerly Silver Cross- KC). 
www.kclift.com.

ALL CLEAN CARPETS. Family 
Owned and Operated since 
1977! Carpets-Tile-Grout-
Orientals / Area Rug Cleaning.  
Small Carpet Repairs and 
Odor Control. We also Clean 
Upholstery. Sofa's-Love Seats-
Chairs. Mention This Ad and 
receive 10% off your first 
cleaning. ALL CLEAN CARPETS 
913-894-0301.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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MG Home Improvement. 
House Painting. Deck Repairs 
and Staining. Bath and Kitchen 
Remodeling. Carpentry/ 
Construction. Experienced, 
Quality Workmanship. Senior 
Discounts, Free Estimates, 
Insured. Call Michael.  913-486-
9040.

Swalms Organizing Service 
- Reduce clutter and enjoy an 
organized life. Basement, garage, 
attic, shop, storage rooms, 
closets, storage units - any space 
organized. Belongings sorted, 
boxed & labeled. Inexpensive, 
quick shelving built on site. Items 
hauled for donations & recycling. 
Downsizing assistance and clean 
Outs. For Before & After Photos 
& Reviews, search "Swalms 
Organizing Service" on the 
web. Over 20 years experience. 
Insured. Call Tillar 913-375-9115.

Can We Buy Your House? We 
pay cash for houses in good 
neighborhoods. We buy in as-is 
condition and you can close on 
the day of your choosing. Easy. 
Cash. NO Commission. Schedule 
a no obligation appointment. 
Daniel Bennison 913-787-6354. 

Are you writing your life story?  
www.porchswingstories.com is 
the easiest online tool to help you 
capture and save your cherished 
memories.Another greater KC 
company!  Call 833-767-2411 for 
more information. 

Senior Care Assistance.
Assist with showers, meals, 
housekeeping, errands, 
medication management and 
companionship. Fee: $60 for 3 
hours Certified Nurse Assistant, 
deep cleaning $75 and up for 3 
hours. Lisa 314-229-1703. 

Complete Residential Services. 
Electrical, plumbing repairs, 
interior and exterior painting, 
driveway sealing and repair, 
expert textured ceiling or wall 
repair. Free estimates and 
references available. Call Rich at 
913-522-8325.

Piano Lessons – Interested 
in learning to play piano or just 
refreshing your skills?  I would love to 
hear from you! Email me at leeanne.
rogers321@gmail.com for info.

Electricians - semi-retired, 
licensed, neat and courteous. 
"We work with you, listen, 
and advise accordingly." All 
jobs considered, from adding 
new receptacles and lights to 
upgrading electrical service panel. 
Stop overpaying. Raymond 913- 
671-8868.

Is CLEARING CLUTTER on your 
New Year’s Resolution List?  I 
can help you. Client-centered 
approach to making real changes 
that you can maintain. Create 
a clutter-free home you enjoy. 
FREE phone consultation. Jan/
Feb promotion Pay for 2 hours 
and get the 3rd for Free. Exp. 
2/28/22. Carol’s Clutter-busting 
Services 808-205-0866.

HOME DESIGN SERVICES. 37 
Years Experience. Paint Selection, 
Space Planning, Art & Accessory 
Placement, Blending Old & New, 
Furniture & Window Covering 
Resources, Hourly Consults, Call 
Mary 913-304-4440.

ANTIQUES WANTED: 35th 
year in business in KC / We are 
actively looking to purchase 
antique furniture, paintings, 
quilts, silver flatware, jewelry, 
old toys, postcards, watches, 
pottery, glassware, advertising 
signs, country store items 
and almost anything old or 
unusual. Free verbal appraisals. 
Call 913-677-5566 or www.
horsefeathersantiques.com.

ProLine Painting & Improve-
ments. Interior & Exterior Painting 
and Repairs * Decks * Drywall 
* Handyman * Licensed and 
Insured * Courtesy Consultations 
& Estimates, call 913-424-6346. 
Email ProLineKC@gmail.com.

CR PAINTS KC, LLC. Let me paint 
your interior walls, trim & ceiling.  
Call CHRIS today at 913-205-7140 
or visit www.crpaintskc.com. 
FREE ESTIMATES.

GOT STAMPS? Old U.S. stamps 
or albums? Will advise value. No 
obligation! Possibly make offer 
to buy. Retired collector. CRAIG 
@650-690-0765  craig.kelsey1@
yahoo.com.

Private duty nursing care.  
Will provide assistance with 
ADL’s, meals, medication and 
companionship.  NE Johnson 
County. $30 per hour, 2 hour 
minimum.  Available after 3:00 
pm. Kathy, LPN, 913-850-0443.

 

Enjoy problem solving, 
helping people & staying 
productive?  Your part-
time or full-time assistance is 
appreciated at Ranch Mart 
ACE. Flexible daytime, nighttime 
or weekend hours. Good 
exercise and great people! 
Apply at 95th & Mission or Email 
ranchmartacehardware536@
gmail.com.

Double lawn crypt, Resurrection 
Cemetery in Lenexa. Garden of 
Hope section, lot 78 C, space 4. 
$6,700 Call/Text 512-656-1801. 
One cemetery plot available in 
Oak Lawn Memorial Gardens in 
Olathe, Kansas. Willing to discuss 
reasonable offers. Call Bob at 
913-444-2240.

Johnson County Memorial 
Park  Indoor glass niche for two.  
Fantastic location, Tranquility 
III Niche Bank, Lot 3, Section 
F, Spaces 1 & 1Z.  Includes the 
large Urn.  Great price!!  Call Bob 
Morris, 913-669-5703.

SERVICES PROVIDED
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HELP WANTED

Publishing of 
classified advertising 
does not constitute 

agreement or 
endorsement by this 
magazine or Johnson 
County Government

FOR SALE
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January-February calendar
Due to the COVID-19 and preventative actions, please check websites or call ahead of time for the 
latest information about program/class/events cancellations and/or facility closures.

January & February
Movies. Mondays. 12:30 pm. Lenexa 
Senior Center.

Cards and Games: Pinochle. Mon-
days. 1-4pm. $1.  Matt Ross Communi-
ty Center.  

Cards and Games: Duplicate Bridge. 
Mondays.  Noon-4pm. $1. Tomahawk 
Ridge Community Center.  Partner 
required. 

Bingo. Tuesdays. 12:30 pm. Lenexa 
Senior Center. To reserve lunch with 
Johnson County Nutrition, call 913-
888-6141 24 hrs. in advance between 
9-10 am.

Crafts: Knitting Hats from the Heart. 
Tuesdays. 1-3pm. Roeland Park 
Community Center.  Join this generous 
group who knit and crochet hats for 
charity.  Free lessons given to begin-
ners interested in joining the group. 

Cards and Games: Mah Jongg. 
Tuesdays.  1-4pm. $1.  New Century 
Fieldhouse.  

Cards and Games: Progressive 
Bridge. Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Noon-4pm.  $1. Matt Ross Community 
Center. 

Cards and Games: Progressive 
Bridge. Wednesdays.  10:30am-3pm. 
$1.  Tomahawk Ridge Community 
Center.  

Cards and Games: Mah Jongg. 
Thursdays.  1-4pm. $1.  Roeland Park 
Community Center. 

Cards and Games: Hand and Foot. 
Thursdays.  1-4pm. $1.  New Centu-
ry Fieldhouse.  Play with friends and 
make new ones while participating in a 
fun game of Hand and Foot. 

Cards and Games: Cribbage. Fridays.  
8:30am-11am.  $1. Matt Ross Commu-
nity Center.  

Cards and Games: Duplicate Bridge. 
Fridays.  Noon-4pm. $1. Matt Ross 
Community Center.  Partner required. 

Crafts: Hobby Group. Fridays. 1-3pm. 
Roeland Park Community Center.  
Bring whatever project you are working 
on and get crafty with other members 
of your community.  

Cards and Games: Mah Jongg. 
Fridays.  1-4pm. $1. Tomahawk Ridge 
Community Center. 

Cards and Games: Dominoes. 
Fridays.  1-4pm.  $1.  New Century 
Fieldhouse.  

January 12
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm 
Lenexa Senior Center. Musical enter-
tainment “Alligator Shoes.” Optional 
lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 am. Call 
913-888-6141 between 9-10 am. 24 
hours in advance for lunch reserva-
tions.

January 13
Lunch Bunch. 11:15 am (transpor-
tation departs from Lenexa Senior 
Center at 10:40 am.  $5 for transporta-
tion to restaurant and cost of your own 
meal: “Pinstripes” (13500 Nall, OP).  
Reservations required by calling 913-
477-7100.

January 25
Stretch & Restore. 11-11:45 am. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library.

January 27
Special Interest: AARP Smart Driver 
Course.  9am-1pm.  $20/$25 non-
AARP Members. Matt Ross Community 
Center. Reserve your spot at least one 
week in advance at 913-831-3359. Pay 
with check at the door.

January 29
Dance Party: 1860’s Style!  6:30-9 
pm. Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and 
Farm. $20 prior to event/$25 at the 
door. Children under 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Celebrate 
Kansas statehood! Live music, a dance 
caller and light refreshments. Register 
at www.mahaffie.org.

February 1
Live Well Series: Brain Fitness. 
10:30-11:30 am.   Olathe Indian Creek 
Library. Learn how memory works, 

strategies to remember things, and 
why it is important to exercise your 
body and mind.

Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 pm. Free. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. Bring 
your instrument and jam with us, share 
a song or just listen. Expect fiddles, 
guitars, folk, blues and bluegrass.

February 2
Games: Scattergories.  10-11am. 
Virtual Program.  Think fast and write 
faster in this quick-paced game of 
alliterative words and categories. To 
register call 913-831-3359.

February 3
Valentine’s Party. 12:30 pm. Free & 
please bring a treat to share (beverag-
es provided).  Bingo followed by shar-
ing of treats, so dress in your favorite 
Valentine attire. To reserve lunch with 
Johnson County Nutrition, call 913-
888-6141 24 hrs. in advance between 
9-10 am. Lunch served at 11:30 am. 
Space is limited. Reservations required 
by calling: 913-477-7134.

Chair Yoga. 1-1:45 pm. Temporary 
Olathe Downtown Library.

February 5
Special Interest: AARP Smart Driver 
Course.  9am-1pm.  $20/$25 non-
AARP Members.  Roeland Park Com-
munity Center.  Reserve your spot at 
least one week in advance at 913-831-
3359. 
Pay with check at the door. 

February 8
Board Game Night. 6-8 pm. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Play a variety 
of tabletop games from the Center 
for Games & Learning at MidAmerica 
Nazarene University's Mabee Library. 
Snacks and drinks provided.

February 9
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 pm.  
Lenexa Senior Center.  Musical enter-
tainment “Jane Christison.”Optional 
lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 am. Call 
913-888-6141 between 9-10 am 24 
hours in advance for lunch reserva-
tions.
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February calendar
Due to the COVID-19 and preventative actions, please check websites or call ahead of time for the 
latest information about program/class/events cancellations and/or facility closures.

BLUE VALLEY REC: Blue Valley Recreation Activity 
Center, 6545 W. 151st St., Overland Park;  
913-685-6090; bluevalleyrec.org.

CENTRAL RESOURCE LIBRARY: 9875 W. 87th St., 
Overland Park; 913-826-4600 and Press 3 for all 
Johnson County Library reservations.

EXTENSION: Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe;  913-715-7000; 
johnson.ksu.edu/classes.

ARTS & HERITAGE: Arts & Heritage Center, 8788 
Metcalf Ave., Overland Park; 913-826-2787; jocoAHC.
com.

LENEXA SENIOR CENTER: 13425 Walnut St., Lenexa; 
913-477-7100.

MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP AND FARM: 1200 
Kansas City Road, Olathe; 913-971-5111.

MATT ROSS: Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 
Marty St., Overland Park; 913-826-2830.

MEADOWBROOK PARK CLUBHOUSE, 9101 Nall Ave., 
Prairie Village; 913-826-2975.

MERRIAM COMMUNITY CENTER, 6040 Slater St., 
Merriam; 913-322-5550.

MILL CREEK: Mill Creek Activity Center, 6518 Vista, 
Shawnee; 913-826-2950. 

NEW CENTURY: New Century Fieldhouse, 551 New 
Century Parkway, New Century; 913-826-2850.

TEMPORARY OLATHE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY: 
1078A W. Santa Fe, Olathe; 913-971-6850; to register, 
913-971-6888.

OLATHE INDIAN CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY: 16100 W. 
135th St., Olathe; 913-971-6835.

PRAIRIE VILLAGE: Prairie Village Community Center, 
7720 Mission Road, Prairie Village; 913-381-6464

ROELAND PARK: Roeland Park Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park; 913-826-3160.

SHAWNEE CIVIC CENTRE: 13817 Johnson Drive, 
Shawnee; 913-631-5200.

SHAWNEE SAFETY CENTER: SenCom computer lab, 
lower level, 6535 Quivira Road, Shawnee; 913-631-5200.

SYLVESTER POWELL: Sylvester Powell Community 
Center, 6200 Martway St., Mission; 913-722-8200.

TOMAHAWK RIDGE: Tomahawk Ridge Community 
Center, 11902 Lowell Ave., Overland Park; 913-327-6645.

FACILITY LOCATIONS

February 9
Hot Chocolate Social. 2-3:30 pm. Meadowbrook Park 
Clubhouse. Fun afternoon with a hot chocolate, dessert 
bar, interactive games and prizes. $15 for Johnson County 
residents or $16 for nonresidents.

February 10
Lunch Bunch.  11:15 am (transportation departs from 
Lenexa Senior Center at 10:40 am). $5 for transportation to 
restaurant and cost of your own meal: “Big Biscuit (16111 
W. 87th St. Pkwy, Lenexa).  Reservations required.

February 14
50 Plus Valentine’s Day Lunch & Bingo. 11:30 am-2 pm.  
Roeland Park Community Center. Catered lunch and 12 
games of bingo with a variety of prizes awarded to winners. 
Singles and couples welcome!  Pre-registration required. 
$17 per person for Johnson County residents or $19 for 
nonresidents. Register online at JCPRD.com/register.

February 22
Outsmarting the Scammers Seminar. 10 am. Lenexa 
Senior Center.

Special Interest: AARP Smart Driver Course.  9am-1pm.  

$20/$25 non-AARP Members.  Tomahawk Ridge Community 
Center.   Reserve your spot at least one week in advance at 
913-831-3359. Pay with check at the door.

Stretch & Restore.  11-11:45 am. Olathe Indian Creek 
Library.

February 23
Special Interest:  Seeds to Table.  10-11am.  Virtual Pro-
gram.  Organic produce may not be as organic as you think. 
Discover how to produce your own high-quality vegetable 
harvest. Program presented by K-State Extension.  To regis-
ter, call 913-831-3359.

February 25
Pruning Evergreens. 12:30 pm. Meadowbrook Park Club-
house.

February 26
A Toast to General Washington. 5-8:30 pm. Mahaffie 
Stagecoach Stop and Farm. $15/person (Must be 21 to 
attend). Advance registration required at www.mahaffie.
org.  Celebrate the birthday of George Washington, take 
a stagecoach ride, enjoy 1860’s tavern games and sample 
some adult beverages of the time period. 
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elcome to the home of printed listings 
for the 50 Plus Department of the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District. Our 
program listings are also always available at 
JCPRD.com/50Plus. 

Enrichment & Special Interests 
Cards: Bridge Workshops 
Become an in-demand partner. Fun and easy classes help you mas-
ter a new subject each week. Purchase each workshop individually 
or take them all! 
1 - 1 ½ hr. session - $10 / $11 nonresidents
16925 MRCC Duplicate 102 1/25 Tue 4 pm 
16921 MBPC Defensive Signals 2/10 Thu 6 pm 
16927 MRCC Stayman 2/15 Tue 4 pm 

Cards: Competitive Bidding Strategies 
Freshen up your bidding skills. Learn take out doubles and overcalls. 
Optional lunch following at Mi Ranchito. 
1 - 3 hr. session - $21 / $23 nonresidents
17118 MRCC 2/21 Mon 9:30 am 

Cooking: Copy-Cat Restaurant Meals Demo 
Watch our instructor demonstrate the ease of copying popular 
restaurant recipes. Enjoy samples and take home the recipes. 
1 - 2 hr. class - $25 / $28 nonresidents
16937 RPCC Olive Garden - Italian Soup 2/3 Thu 11 am 

Games: Bingo 
BINGO! Delight in food, prizes, fun, and 12 games of bingo. Variety 
of prizes awarded including gift certificates. Space is limited, regis-
ter early by calling 913-831-3359. 
1 - 2 hr. session - $5 / $6 nonresidents, must register in advance, 
no walk-up registrations at this time; cost of admission covers 
food and staff time to administer the bingo program. No addi-
tional charge for bingo.
16976 MBPC Winter Paradise 1/20 Thu 1:30 pm 
16977 RPCC Peanuts™ 1/27 Thu 1:30 pm 
16979 MRCC TuTu 2/2 Wed 1:30 pm 
16980 MBPC Love Bugs 2/16 Wed 1:30 pm 
16981 MCAC Chocolate Lovers 2/25 Fri 1:30 pm 

Games: Family Feud™ 
Make new ‘family’ members and compete against fellow 50 Plus 
participants in our silly rendition of Family Feud™! The team with 
the most points wins a prize. 
1 - 2 hr. session - $5 / $6 nonresidents
16988 RPCC 2/24 Thu 1:30 pm 

Games: Intro to Mah Jongg 
Learn the basics of this classic tabletop game from an experienced 
instructor. Each player receives a current Mah Jongg card to take home. 
4 - 2 hr. sessions - $47 / $51 nonresidents
16994 RPCC 1/26 Wed 1 pm 

Games: Learn to Play… 
A beginner’s guide to what’s sure to be your new favorite game. 
Learn then check out our drop-in groups! 
1 - 2 hr. session - $6 / $7 nonresidents
16953 MRCC Pinochle 2/7 Mon 9:30 am 

Reading: Wanderlust Book Club 
Intertwine your love of travel and a good book with a travel-
themed book club. Each month enjoy the selected book from 
the list and conclude the month at the clubhouse with a group 
discussion. January’s book is “Still Life” by Louise Penny while Feb-
ruary’s book is “We Came, We Saw, We Left” by Charles Wheelan. 
1 - 1 hr. class - $3 
16932 MBPC 1/25 Tue 2 pm 
16933 MBPC 2/22 Tue 2 pm 

Special Interest: AARP Smart Driver Course 
Keep driving skills sharp with the AARP Smart Driver Course. No 
tests given and no AARP membership card required. Register at 
least one week prior to class date. 
1 - 4 hr. session - $20 / $25 non-AARP Members
16946 MRCC 1/27 Thu 9 am 
16949 RPCC 2/5 Sat 9 am 
16954 TRCC 2/22 Tue 9 am 

Special Interest: Aging Mastery Program (AMP) 
Through goal setting, daily practices, and peer support this pro-
gram aims to help participants make meaningful changes in their 
lives. Even the most modest lifestyle changes can produce big 
results while cultivating health and longevity. Program developed 
by The National Council on Aging and led by a trained facilitator 
and other local subject matter experts. Workbook and program 
materials included in class fee. 
10 - 1 ½ hr. sessions - $60 / $66 nonresidents 
16961 MBPC 2/24 Thu 9:30 am 

I N C L E M E N T  W E  A  T H E R
dial 1” when calling from a landline 

9 13-686-6030 x10

We offer virtual programs as a fun, easy 
way to engage! See what’s available and 

sign up at JCPRD.com/50plusvirtual. 

Paid AdvertisementPaid Advertisement ll  Location listings, Page 3Location listings, Page 3 1 

https://JCPRD.com/50plusvirtual
https://JCPRD.com/50Plus


 

 

  
     

  

      
      

  

     
     

 
 

     
 

     
     

     
  

     

 

 
    

  

 

 

    
      

     
     
    

 
    

 

 

 

     
     

     
 

     

 

    

 

     
     

        
         
       

  

     

      
      

 

  

Technology: Various Courses 
Wow your friends with your tech knowledge! Choose from a 
variety of courses to assist with all your technology questions. 
To make an appointment for one-on-one tutoring, call 913-826-3160. 

Selling Online 
1 - 1 hr. class - $10 / $12 nonresidents
17023 RPCC eBay, Etsy, Amazon 2/9 Wed 1 pm 

Microsoft Workshops 
1 - 1 ½ hr. session - $17 / $19 nonresidents
17005 RPCC Excel 1/26 Wed 1 pm 
17006 RPCC PowerPoint 2/23 Wed 1 pm 

Smartphone Workshops - iPhone & Android 
1 - 2 hr. session - $20 / $22 nonresidents
16912 MRCC Streaming & Smart TVs 2/18 Fri 10:30 am 
17016 RPCC Photo Storing 2/26 Sat 9 am 

Smartphones & Laptops 
1 - 2 hr. class - $60 / $66 nonresidents

RPCC One-on-One Tutoring By Appt. 

Fine & Performing Arts 
Art: Painter’s Palette or Watercolor 
Learn techniques, styles, and tips with individual instruction and 
peer assistance provided across two types of classes. Classes are 
on-going, start any time. Punch cards expire three months from 
date of purchase. 
5 Punch Art Card - $56 / $62 nonresidents 
10 Punch Art Card - $108 / $119 nonresidents 

l Painter’s Palette (pastel, watercolor, acrylic, or oil) 
TRCC 1/3-4/25 Mon 9:30 am 
MRCC 1/6-4/28 Thu 1:30 pm 

l Watercolor 
MRCC 1/4-4/26 Tue 1:30 pm 

Dance: Social - Tea Dance 
Dance the afternoon away with KC Swing! Enjoy live music 
from the big band era at our weekly tea dance.  Individuals 
and couples welcome. 
Weekly 2 hr. dance - $5 pay at the door
17009 MBPC 1/7-4/29 Fri 1 pm 

Performing Group Music: New Horizons Band 
The band is back in-person for rehearsals! Dig out your old 
instrument or purchase/rent a new one and join our group 
of fun-loving musicians.  Call 913-826-3160 for details. 
15 - 2 hr. sessions - $95 / $105 nonresidents 
17129 RPCC          1/25 Tue 6 pm 

Fitness & Health 
Exercise: AEA Arthritis Foundation Exercise 
Program (AFEP) 
LOW INTENSITY:  This recreational chair-based exercise class 
includes range-of-motion exercises suitable for every fitness 
level and ability. First class is free! 
45 min. workout - $3 pay at the door each class 

Merriam Community Center M,W  10 am 
Spring Hill Civic Center T,Th   1 pm 
New Century Fieldhouse W,F   10:15 am 
Matt Ross Community Center Wed  1 pm 
Matt Ross Community Center Fri 10:45 am 

45 min. workout - $3 online donation option during class 
14365 Virtual Program Wed  11 am 

Exercise: Chair Yoga 
LOW INTENSITY: Take yoga off the mat and onto the chair, 
incorporating breathing with movement while retaining all the 
benefits of yoga. Use the chair for support if needed during 
standing poses.  Beginners are welcome. 
6 - 50 min. sessions - $48/ $53 nonresidents
17030 MBPC 2/22 Tue  10:30 am 
17032 MBPC 2/24 Thu 10:30 am 

6 - 50 min. sessions - $48 / $53 nonresidents 
17039 Virtual Program 2/22 Tue  9:30 am 

NEW! Exercise: Gentle Yoga 
LOW INTENSITY: Gentle Yoga is performed at a slower pace, 
with less intense positions, and includes extended time for 
meditation, yogic breath work, and relaxation 
6 - 50 min. sessions - $48 / $53 nonresidents 
17048 MBPC 2/23    Wed  3 pm 

Exercise: Strength and Stretching Virtual 
LOW INTENSITY: A stretching and strengthening class designed 
to increase strength and range of motion helping with activities 
of daily living. This class will take place on Zoom every Thursday. 
6 - 50 min. sessions - $48 / $53 nonresidents 
17057 Virtual Program 2/24 Thu 11:30 am 

Exercise: Tai Chi 
LOW INTENSITY: Tai Chi offers a slow and gentle exercise with 
benefits in endurance, flexibility, and muscle strengthening. All 
experience levels welcome in this course. 
4 - 50 min. sessions - $36 / $40 nonresidents
17135 RPCC 2/9 Wed  10 am 
17138 RPCC 2/10 Thu 5 pm 

Exercise: Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention 
LOW INTENSITY: The movements in this class are safe and 
easy to learn for those with arthritis or just starting a wellness 
routine.  Improve muscular strength, flexibility, and fitness. Try 
the first class for free! 
45 min. workouts - $3 pay at the door each class 

MBPC Advanced 1/3 - 4/25 Mon 1 pm 
MBPC Intermediate 1/3 - 4/25 Mon 2 pm 
MBPC Beginner 1/3 - 4/25 Mon 3 pm 

Yoga: Hatha (Gentle) Yoga Punch Card 
(Ages 18 & Older) 
MODERATE INTENSITY: Strengthen your body, calm your 
mind and improve your flexibility and balance. All fitness levels 
can benefit from this class. Participants are encouraged to bring 
yoga mats.  New participants are welcome to try one class for 
free, please call (913) 826-3160 for more information, details and 
class start time. Five and ten punch cards expire three months 
after date of sale; 20 punch cards expire four months after 
date of sale. No class 1/17. 
5 Punch Card - $45 / $50 nonresidents (valid for 3 months) 
10 Punch Card - $90 / $99 nonresidents (valid for 3 months) 
20 Punch Card - $180 / $198 nonresidents (valid for 4 months) 

Roeland Park Community Center M,Th 4 pm 

Zumba: Zumba® Gold 
Easy-to-follow choreography focuses on balance, range of 
motion, coordination, and fun! Want to try a class before 
committing to the entire session? Call for details 913-826-3160. 
5 - 50 min. sessions - $39 / $43 nonresidents
17148 RPCC 2/9 Wed 6:30 pm 
17149 RPCC 2/12 Sat 10 am 

See programs and 
events for all ages! 

2 Sign-up today . . .  visit JCPRD.com/register or call 913-831-3359 



  

 
   

 
    

     
    

   

   
 

  
 

   
 

  
   
 

  
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

  
 

  
 

   
 
  
 

   
 
 
 

 

       
 

 
 

      

 

      
      

      
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

  
  
 

   
 
  
 

Looking for great places to work out? 

Mill Creek Activity Center
6518 Vista Dr., Shawnee, KS 66218  l  913-826-2950 

Roeland Park Community Center
4850 Rosewood Dr., Roeland Park, KS 66205  l  913-826-3160 

GET
FIT

at JCPRD!

BOTH  FACILITIES OFFER l Personal training 
l Renew Active   l SilverSneakers   l Prime Fitness 

For a complete list of offerings, visit JCPRD.com 

Special Events 
Games: Valentine’s Day Lunch & Bingo 
Treat yourself to a special Valentine’s Day with a catered lunch 
and 12 games of bingo with a variety of prizes awarded to winners. 
Singles and couples welcome!  Pre-registration required. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. 
1 - 2 ½ hr. event - $17 / $19 nonresidents in advance; $20 / $22 
nonresidents for registrations starting one week before event. 
Cost of admission covers food and staff time to administer the 
bingo program. No additional charge for bingo. 
17184 RPCC 2/14 Wed   11:30 am 

NEW! Special Event: Hot Chocolate Social 
When it’s cold outside, we bring the fun inside.  Join us for a 
warm and fun afternoon with a hot chocolate and dessert bar, 
fun interactive games, and prizes! 
1 - 1 ½ hr. event - $15 / $16 nonresident 
17273 MBPC 2/9 Wed 2 pm 

Sports 
Pickleball: Drop-in Play 
Play and practice with fellow pickleball players! Times and days are 
subject to change due to indoor court availability. Equipment avail-
able. Visit JCPRD.com/pickleball for information on our upcoming 
pickleball tournaments. 
$3 per person per day 

MRCC 1/3-4/29 M-F 9 am - 1 pm 
TRCC 1/3-4/29 M-F 9 am - Noon 

10 Punch Card - $35 or 20 Punch Card - $70 
Or Drop-in Fee: $4 per person per day

NCF 1/4-4/28 T,W,Th 9 am - 1 pm 

50 Plus Travel 
Extended Trip: British Landscapes, 
Sep. 12-21, 2022 - 10 days, 12 Meals 
Registration Deadline:  March 13, 2022 
$3949 per person, double occupancy 
$4549 per person, single occupancy 

Extended Trip: Colors of New England, 
Sep. 30 - Oct. 7, 2022 - 8 days, 10 Meals 
Registration Deadline:  March 30, 2022 
$3699 per person, double occupancy 
$4899 per person, single occupancy 

Extended Trip: Spotlight on the French 
Riviera, Oct. 22 - 30, 2022 - 9 days, 11 Meals 
Registration Deadline:  April 23, 2022 
$3599 per person, double occupancy 
$4199 per person, single occupancy 

For more information about 50 Plus 
extended travel opportunities, full itinerary 

brochures, and pricing of the trips listed 
above, call 913-826-2975. All prices include 
airfare. Or visit JCPRD.com/50plustravel 

Scan this QR code for info 
on JCPRD’s many 

part-time job opportunities. 

Stay active & boost 
your income! 

JCPRD.com/jobs 

Program Locations 

l Big Bull Creek Park 
20425 Sunflower Road, Edgerton 

l Ernie Miller Nature Center 
909 N. Kansas 7 Highway, Olathe 

l Heritage Park 
16050 Pflumm Road, Olathe 

l (JCAHC) Johnson County 
Arts & Heritage Center 
8788 Metcalf Ave., Overland Park 

l Kill Creek Park 
11670 Homestead Lane, Olathe 

l (MRCC) Matt Ross 
Community Center 
8101 Marty St., Overland Park 

l (MBPC) Meadowbrook 
Park & Clubhouse 
9101 Nall Ave., Prairie Village 

l Merriam Community Center 
6040 Slater St., Merriam 

l Mill Creek Activity Center 
6518 Vista Dr., Shawnee 

l NCF) New Century 
Fieldhouse 
551 New Century Parkway, 
New Century 

l (RPCC) Roeland Park 
Community Center 
4850 Rosewood Dr., 
Roeland Park 

l Shawnee Mission Park 
7900 Renner Road, 
Shawnee 

l Spring Hill Civic Center 
401 N. Madison St., 
Spring Hill 

l (TRCC) Tomahawk Ridge 
Community Center 
11902 Lowell, 
Overland Park 

3We’re planning another great year of 50 Plus programs . . .  hope you’ll join us! 

https://JCPRD.com/50plustravel
https://JCPRD.com/pickleball


 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 
 

     

 

 
 

     

     

 

     

      

  

 

  

  
     

 

    
   
    

  
 

     
     
     
     
     
      
     

     

  
  
 
 

  
  
 

  
   
 

  
   
   
 

January & February 
Special Events For All Ages 

Visit JCPRD.com/Activities for details 
and registration information. 

l Through Jan. 31 
Christmas tree recycling 
Shawnee Mission, Kill Creek, Big Bull Creek, 
and Heritage parks 

l Jan. 3 & 4 
Kids’ Day Out 
Mill Creek Activity Center 

l Feb. 14 
Cuter Than Cupid (Ages 2-5) 
Meadowbrook Park Clubhouse 

l Feb. 26 
Trout season opener 
siren start at 8 am (Permits required) 
Shawnee Mission Park and Kill Creek parks 

Additional programs 
of interest to 

50 Plus participants 

Art: Acrylic Painting; Beginner Level (Ages 16 & Older) 
Learn tips and techniques to paint with acrylic paints. Students 
will explore acrylic painting with mini technical studies and one 
larger painting in this class. No experience needed. 
3 - 2 ½ hr. classes - $60 / $66 nonresidents 
15982 JCAHC 2/1 Tue 6 pm 

Art: Hogwarts© Academy Adult Edition (Ages 16 & Older) 
Join us for an evening of Hogwarts inspired fun! Ever want to play 
quidditch? Ever want to find out which house you would be sorted 
in? Want to experiment with some potions and concoctions? You 
can do it all on this Friday night of Harry Potter© fun! 
1 - 3 hr. class - $30 / $35 nonresidents 
15961 JCAHC 2/18 Fri 6 pm 

Art: Origami (Ages 16 & Older) 
Want to learn the basics of this ancient paper folding artistry? 
We’ll start at the beginning and teach you step by step to make 
your own colorful origami creations. We’ll also give you resources 
to continue your origami journey after you leave class. 
1 - 2 ½ hr. class - $30 / $33 nonresidents
15980 JCAHC 3/1 Tue 6 pm 

Museum: “A Raisin in the Sun” and the Legacy 
of Redlining (Ages 21 & Older) 
Explore the history and legacy of redlining in our region. The 
program begins with a scene study from “A Raisin in the Sun,” 
followed by a tour of the museum’s newest exhibit and explora-
tion of the systemic roots of housing inequality and segregation. 
The experience then culminates in a mixed-media art project 
where participants can create visual art that reflects their 
experience with this complex history. Registration includes all 
art supplies and a complimentary adult beverage. 
1 - 3 hr. program - $25 per person 
17483 JCAHC 2/19 Sat 2 pm 

Museum: Free Did Not Mean Welcome (Ages 21 & Older) 
This program from Dr. Carmaletta Williams, Director of the Black 
Archives of Mid-America in Kansas City, Mo., reveals that newly 
emancipated African Americans after the Civil War, while free in 
Kansas, were not necessarily welcome. Program includes snacks 
and beer. Program complements the museum’s special exhibit. 
1 - 1 hr. program - $8 program. Museum members receive a 20% 
discount. Call (913) 831-3359 to register.
17482 JCAHC 2/24 Thu 6 pm 

Museum: Retro Housewife’s Guide - Won’t You 
Be My Vintage Valentine? 
The Retro Housewife’s Guide series takes you inside the Johnson 
County Museum’s 1950s All-Electric House like you’ve never seen 
it before. This look at vintage fashion is just in time for Valentine’s 
Day! Come spend the evening with Miss Yvonne, the Vintage 
Housewife, and get a taste of vintage glamour. 
1 - 1 hr. program - $6. Museum members receive a 20% discount. 
Call (913) 831-3359 to register. 
17160 JCAHC 2/10 Thu 6 pm 

Nature & Outdoors: Winter Nature Walk (All Ages) 
Bundle up for the weather and join a naturalist to see the winter 
happenings on the trail. Waterproof shoes are recommended for 
snow or mud. If there is inclement weather an alternate program 
will be held indoors. For more information call Outdoor Education 
Specialist Regina Wasson 913-826-2805. Advanced registration 
required. 
1 - 1 ½ hr. program - $8 / $9 nonresidents. 
16847 Ernie Miller Nature Center 1/29 Sat 9:30 am 

Nature Programs: Sunday Family Series (All Ages) 
Bring the family to Ernie Miller Nature Center on Sunday after-
noons this winter for entertainment and educational experiences. 
Programs are presented by park naturalists, park police offi-
cers, and volunteers. Ages 2 and under free. For more informa-
tion call (913) 826-2800. 
1 - 45 min. program - $4 per person; including adults. Advance 
registration required.
15790 EMNC Owls of the Night 1/16 2 pm 
15791 EMNC Fuzzy Footprints in the Snow 1/23 2 pm 
15792 EMNC Kansas Symbols 1/30 2 pm 
15793 EMNC Misunderstood 2/6 2 pm 
15794 EMNC We Love Wildlife 2/13 2 pm 
15795 EMNC Predators on the Prowl 2/20 2 pm 
15796 EMNC Snakes Alive 2/27 2 pm 

Yoga: Rise and Shine Yoga - Fridays (Ages 14 & older) 
Start your day with an invigorating yoga practice. All are welcome, 
no experience necessary! This class will focus on gentle stretching, 
serenity, and rejuvenation and will be tailored to individual abilities. 
Please bring your mat to class. For more information call 913-826-
2800. Advanced registration required. 
4 - 1 hr. sessions - $32 / $35 nonresidents
15803 EMNC 2/4 Fri 8 am 

Sign-up today . . .  visit JCPRD.com/register or call 913-831-3359 4 
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