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Airport Commission
JOHNSON COUNTY AIRPORT COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
October 27, 2021 -9:00 AM.
Airport Commission Board Room & Zoom Teleconference
1 New Century Parkway
New Century, KS
Airport Commission

Present:

Weisenburger, Wittenborn

Via Zoom:

Harris, Kissinger, Lehman, Moore, Spence

Staff:

Dunham, Hails, Johnson, Otto, Peet, Schoenhofer

Others:

Shirley Allenbrand, 6th District County Commissioner
Greg Martinette, Southwest Johnson County EDC President

Chairman Weisenburger called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
I.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Sep 22, 2021 Meeting
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO APPROVE THE
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 MEETINGS AS PRESENTED. APPROVED (7-0}

II.

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

Chairman Weisenburger clarified that adjournment of the meeting would not require a motion if
the agenda is exhausted.
Ill.

EXECUTIVESUMMARY
A. Executive Director Report

Mr. Otto informed the commission that the east side development of New Century Commerce
Center would be going before the Board of County Commissioners to approve the preliminary
development plan and rezoning on November 18, 2021. It had passed the Johnson County
Southwest Zoning board with a unanimous vote.
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Mr. Otto presented a slideshow presentation of the 2021 street improvement projects at New
Century, stating that it came in under the budget of $900,000. In addition, staff was able to get
some extra work completed under the budget amount since the original bid came in lower than
anticipated.
Chairman Weisenburger asked about who was responsible for snow plowing once the roads
were fully dedicated for public use. Mr. Otto clarified that this would be a responsibility of
Public Works, but because their street count is numerous, our staff could assist and plow some
of the secondary roads as they have done in the past. However, Public Works will not be
responsible for streetlights on the Parkway.
B.

Deputy Director Report

Mr. Peet informed the commission that staff was working to replace the voice recorder in the
New Century AirCenter tower to complete by end of year.
Mr. Peet also shared a photo of the newly purchased lightly used snow blower to be used in the
airfield.
IV.

FINANCIALS
A.

Summary of Financials

Mr. Schoenhofer made additional comments and submitted written financial documents for
September 2021 expenditures and September 2021 Expense Summary for 600 New Century
Parkway.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO RATIFY THE
SEPTEMBER 2021 EXPENDITURES AS PRESENTED. APPROVED (7-0}
V.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. Consider Lease Agreement with Meghann Rebecca Photogra phy LLC for Suite 120 in 1 New Century
Parkway Office Building

Mr. Otto presented this item as one previously mentioned in the last meeting. He referenced an
interested tenant for the New Century Administrative Building that wanted to start lease on
October 1st, 2021. The lease began under the standard language lease for administrative
building space as well as similar rental rate to existing tenants.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
OFFICE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MEGHANN REBECCA PHOTOGRAPHY LLC FOR SUITE 120 AT 1 NEW
CENTURY PARKWAY OFFICE BUILDING. APPROVED (7-0}
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Consider Lease Agreement with The Greater Kansas City Foreign Trade Zone Inc for Suite 115 in 1

b.

New Centu ry Parkway Office Building

Mr. Otto explained that this lease was for a current tenant's renewal in the New Century
Administrative Building, with a change in the amount of space being leased. The tenant desires
to remove one of the two rooms being leased. Mr. Otto clarified that the rent rate increased to
meet current rates for the building in addition to lessening the net loss felt from the space given
up.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
OFFICE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE GREATER KANSAS CITY FOREIGN TRADE ZONE INC FOR SUITE
115 AT 1 NEW CENTURY PARKWAY OFFICE BUILDING. APPROVED (7-0)
c.

Consider lease amendment with FL2CA Aviation for hangar GA

Mr. Otto stated that this is for a hangar yet to be built located at 446 Highland Drive in New
Century. This amendment would allow the current ground lease tenant to split the hangar and
ground lease into two separate spaces for two separate entities. He did clarify that because the
two spaces would be joined by a shared wall, each entity would be allowed Right of First Refusal
for the other space should one leave and terminate their lease.
Commissioner Harris abstained due to conflict of interest.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
LEASE AMENDMENT WITH FL2CA AVIATION LLC FOR HANGAR GA AT NEW CENTURY AIRCENTER.
APPROVED (6-0}
d.

Consider lease agreement with Even Par LLC for hangar 68

Mr. Otto explained this item as being the other half of hangar 6 approved in item C previously.
This would be the new lease for the· other entity and this lease is almost identical to hangar 6A
lease.
Commissioner Harris abstained due to conflict of interest.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO APPROVE THE
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH EVEN PAR LLC FOR HANGAR 68 AT NEW CENTURY AIRCENTER. APPROVED
(6-0)
e.

Consider backstopping development costs during protest petition period

Mr. Otto explained that this item addresses the protest petition period during the Notice to
Issue Debt as part of the east side development in New Century Commerce Center. He stated
that a choice needed to be made over whether VanTrust would continue working on
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infrastructure design and construction planning during that protest period taking up to 75-90
days or pause work until the protest period has ended.
Mr. Otto explained the factors that could affect this decision. If work stops, this could
potentially push the construction schedule into less favorable seasons. He further explained
that the approximately $350,000 cost would be covered through the Airport Enterprise Fund if a
protest was successful, or VanTrust could potentially cover the cost until reimbursement could
be realized if no protest was filed.
Rich Mueller, VanTrust, was present to give additional information regarding the timeline. He
stated that moving forward with work during the protest period should allow infrastructure
work to potentially finish by end of 2022 and deliver a spec building much sooner.
Ms. Dunham clarified that the protest period does not begin until publication of the Notice to
Issue Debt, which is currently scheduled for Friday October 29, 2021 and would last for 60 days.
Commissioners Kissinger, Weisenburger, and Moore all agreed that the risk is minimal and
protests are usually only realized for largely controversial projects.
Commissioner Wittenborn asked if there was no indemnification clause. Ms. Dunham clarified
that there was no indemnification clause in the protest period specifically. She further stated
that this item was included to be transparent that staff does not desire to wait until all risk is
removed to proceed. A motion here would clarify that the Airport Commission wishes to
proceed before the risk is nullified. Mr. Otto added that this would be the only protest period
during the entirety of the project since there would only be a single Notice to Issue Debt but
that other risks would still exist further along in the process. Commissioner Wittenborn added
that he was only pointing out that the risk isn't completely gone after the protest period was
over. Commissioner Moore added that he feels the Board is onboard which helps to remove
that part of the risk and he is not opposed to proceeding.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MS. LEHMAN TO AUTHORIZE THE
POSSIBLE USE OF AIRPORT ENTERPRISE RESERVE FUNDS AS A BACK-STOP TO VANTRUST REAL ESTATE
IF A PROTEST PETITION IS SUCCESSFULLY EXECUTED FOR AN AMOUNT UP TO $350,000. APPROVED
(7-0)
f. Consider dedicating certain roads and right of way in New Centu ry Commerce Center to Johnson
County Government

Mr. Otto explained this item would dedicate five roads to public use and right of way and allow
Johnson County Public Works Department to take over maintenance of those roads. This would
be the final resolution of this kind to complete the road dedications on the west side of New
Century. The five streets included in this dedication are John Glenn Way, Lenexa Parkway, Toro
Circle, Highland Street, and Sumner Way.
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Mr. Otto added that the roads that would remain in Airport Commission's responsibility for
maintenance would be a small portion of Leawood Drive, roads surrounding the Administrative
Building, and some parking lots. In addition, all roads at Executive Airport would remain the
Airport Commission's responsibility as staff has been unsuccessful in gaining agreement from
the City of Olathe to assume responsibility over those roads.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO RECOMMEND
APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION DEDICATING FOR PUBLIC ROAD PURPOSES
HIGHLAND STREET, SUMNER WAY, LENEXA PARKWAY JOHN GLENN WAY, AND TORO CIRCLE ALL OF
WHICH ARE LOCATED AT NEW CENTURY AIRCENTER. APPROVED (6-0)

Commissioner Harris' vote was not recorded due to technical difficulties with the
teleconference.
g.

Consideration of FAA Airport Im provement Program Grant Submittal for New Centu ry AirCenter

Mr. Peet reviewed the potential application items for the FAA Airport Improvement Program
Grant for New Century AirCenter for FY23 to FY26.
In FY23, the request would be for rehabilitation of Runway 18/36 as a 90/10 split and total cost
of $6.368 million . This is a re-application from a FY22 grant application .
In FY24, the request would be for rehabilitation of the west apron, south area as a 90/10 split
and total cost of $1.525 million. A double slurry was completed this past year as a temporary
fix.
In FY25, there would be two requests. The first request would be for rehabilitation of the west
apron, north area as a 90/10 split and a total cost of $2.458 million . A temporary fix of slurry,
mill, and patch work has been completed thus far. The second request would be for
construction of a new tower as a 90/10 split and a total cost of $6.002 million. This is being
considered because of a provision in the pending bi-partisan infrastructure bill for contract
towers at small airports.
In FY26, the request would be for rehabilitation of the west apron, central area as a 90/10 split
and a total cost of $2.118 million. This area has also received mill and patch work as a
temporary fix .
Chairman Weisenburger asked if the FAA could ask for a width change of Runway 18/36 with the
FY23 request. Mr. Peet responded that this would not happen on Runway 18/36 but could
potentially happen on Runway 4/22 when applied for in the future.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO APPROVE THE
APPLICATIONS FOR THE FAA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT AT NEW CENTURY
AIRCENTER AS PRESENTED AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE GRANT AND
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TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE AIRPORT
COMMISSION. APPROVED (7-0}
h. Consideration of FAA Airport Improvement Program Grant submittal for Johnson County
Executive Airport

Mr. Peet reviewed the potential application items for the FAA Airport Improvement Program
Grant for Johnson County Executive Airport for FY23 to FY26.
In FY23, the request would be for reconstruction of taxiway Fas a 90/10 split and total cost of
$1.509 million. This would be a full depth reconstruction and underdrain system.
In FY24, the request would be for reconstruction of the East-1 Apron as a 90/10 split and total
cost of $3.326 million. This would be a full depth reconstruction and underdrain system.
In FY25, the request would be for reconstruction of the East-4 Apron as a 90/10 split and a total
cost of $2.099 million. This would be a full depth reconstruction and underdrain system.
In FY26, there would be two requests. The first request would be for an update to the Airport
Layout Plan as a 90/10 split and a total cost of $160,000. This would include recent land
purchases and the movement of taxiway B. The second request would be for reconstruction of
the West-2 Apron as a 90/10 split and a total cost of $1.54 million. This would include a mill and
overlay.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
APPLICATIONS FOR THE FAA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT AT JOHNSON COUNTY
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT AS PRESENTED AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE
GRANT AND TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE
AIRPORT COMMISSION. APPROVED (7-0}
i.

Consideration of Kansas Airport Improvement Program Grant submittal for New Centu ry AirCenter

Mr. Peet reviewed the potential application items for the Kansas Airport Improvement Program
Grant for New Century AirCenter for FY23 including six items.
Mr. Peet included that the Aviation Division of the Kansas Department of Transportation has
requested the sponsor put in total figures on applications, including design and construction
administration cost as well as FAA portions, to help the state determine full needs of Kansas
airports.
The first request would be for construction of a new parallel taxiway (phase 1) at a total cost of
approximately $1.174 million in construction cost and $300,000 in design cost. The request
from KDOT would be for $500,000. Mr. Peet clarified that this project is currently ineligible for
FAA funding since it would serve a single source customer. By establishing the opposing ends of
the taxiway with KDOT funding, the connecting piece in the middle could be considered for FAA
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funding down the road. Commissioner Moore asked if Runway 13/31 would be changed into a
taxiway because of this. Mr. Peet clarified that it would not be changed to a taxiway and instead
be removed due to degradation.
The next request would be for rehabilitation of taxiway Kand L Lighting and Signage at a total
cost of $374,000. The request from KDOT would be for a 90/10 split of the approximately
$280,000 construction cost since the approximately $62,000 design costs would be ineligible.
This would complete the changeover to can and conduit with LED lighting and signage.
Commissioner Wittenborn asked whether Butler's current construction of Hangar SB would
interfere and Mr. Peet clarified that it would not.
The next request would be for reconstruction of the taxiway Kand L intersection at a total cost
of approximately $381,000. The request from KDOT would be for a 90/10 split of the
approximately $274,000 construction cost since approximately $76,000 in design costs would be
ineligible.
The next request would be for pavement maintenance materials at a total cost of approximately
$16,000. The request from KDOT would be for an 85/15 split at a total request from KDOT of
$13,600.
The next request would be for rehabilitation of the northeast T-Hangar Taxi lane Centerlines at a
total cost of approximately $110,000. The request from KDOT would be for a 90/10 split of the
approximately $89,000 construction cost since approximately $20,000 in design costs would be
ineligible.
The final request would be for rehabilitation of the northeast T-Hangar Taxilanes at a total cost
of $275,000. The request from KDOT would be for a 90/10 split at a total request from KDOT of
$247,500.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO APPROVE THE
APPLICATIONS FOR THE KANSAS AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT AT NEW CENTURY
AIRCENTER AS PRESENTED AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE GRANT AND
TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE AIRPORT
COMMISSION. APPROVED (7-0}

j.

Consideration of Kansas Airport Improvement Program Grant submittal for Johnson County
Executive Airport

Mr. Peet reviewed the potential application items for the Kansas Airport Improvement Program
Grant for Johnson County Executive Airport for FY23 including four items.
The first request would be for replacement of the airfield electrical regulator and controller at a
total cost of $420,000. The request from KDOT would be for a 90/10 split. Mr. Peet explained
that this would allow the electrical system to work better with the current LEDs and
weatherproof the system .
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The next request would be for reconstruction of the East-4 Taxi lanes at a total cost of $2.099
million. The request from KDOT would be for $514,000 to help cover some of the ineligible
costs from a related FAA grant.
The next request would be for reconstruction of the West-2 Apron at a total cost of
approximately $1.54 million. The request from KDOT would be for a 50/50 split at a total KDOT
request of $770,000. This funding would be used to offset the ineligible costs of the FAA grant
which is a specified area directly in front of a hangar.
The final request would be for pavement maintenance materials at a total cost of approximately
$16,000. The request from KDOT would be for an 85/15 split at a total request from KDOT of
$13,600.
Mr. Moore questioned the specifics of the funding for the West-2 Apron. Mr. Peet clarified that
the figure was being sent to KDOT in its' entirety, as the state requested, to document all needs
of Kansas airports. Mr. Otto added that KDOT is wanting to know what percent of the need they
are able to fund and use that information in their request for an increase in funding.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE
APPLICATIONS FOR THE KANSAS AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT AT JOHNSON COUNTY
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT AS PRESENTED AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE
GRANT AND TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE
AIRPORT COMMISSION. APPROVED (6-0)

Commissioner Harris' vote was not recorded due to technical difficulties with the
teleconference.
k.

Presentation of Southwest Johnson County EDC President's Re port

Mr. Martinette presented the Southwest Johnson County Economic Development Corporation
President's report.

VII. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

No public comments were heard.
Commissioner Allenbrand took some time to thank everyone on the commission for their vision
and leadership in the economic development initiatives. She stated her full support for the
current plan.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

No Executive Session was held.
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Commissioner Kissinger asked if anything else was included in the bond issuance for the street
improvements. Mr. Otto clarified that only west side street improvements were included.
IX.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, at 10:20 am the meeting was adjourned.
CHAIRMAN WEISENBURGER ADJOURNED.

~,,

/

~

,~ ~ - - - - - -~
/ ' John Wittenborn, Secretary

9

