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LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP 

It is hard to believe we are 
wrapping up 2021, a year of 
unprecedented challenges and 
milestones. We are honored to have 
served you for another year. While 
we would need more space to recap 
everything accomplished this year, 
here are a few highlights. 

Outcomes of the public safety 
sales tax approved by voters in 
2016 bookended this year. In early 
January, we opened the Johnson 
County Courthouse, delivering 
a building that reflects the 
significance of the justice system 
in our society and will serve you 
for generations to come. Crews 
spent several months removing the 
former courthouse and completing 
the first phase of the Johnson 
County Square. 

In a separate effort, we made 
substantial progress on the 
Tomahawk Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. When 
completed, this project will save 
ratepayers an average of $22 
million a year. 

Every 10 years, the charter which 
governs our organization requires 
review. In February, the BOCC 
adopted a resolution establishing 
a new 2021 Charter Commission, 
who has been hard at work all year 
learning about how we operate and 
listening to public feedback. We 
appreciate the 25 members serving 
this important role. 

Our Board made several impactful 
policy decisions this year. We 
approved a FY 2022 budget with 
our fourth mill levy reduction in 
five years, which maintains our 
exceptional programs and services. 
In addition, the BOCC approved a 
resolution to reduce stray gunfire 
in the unincorporated, adopted a 
resolution endorsing the solutions 

and strategies of the KC Metro 
climate action plan and added 
Juneteenth as a standard, fixed 
holiday. Look for more on these 
board actions throughout this issue 
of the magazine. 

In 2021 we continued our fight 
against COVID-19, armed with 
an important tool…vaccinations. 
Early in the year, we opened 
our first-ever mass vaccination 
clinic, and then transitioned to 
a model of community vaccine 
clinics, bringing vaccines closer 
to those who experiencing barriers 
traveling to a mass clinic site. We 
offered guidance to schools to help 
prevent virus spread, made ongoing 
upgrades to our COVID-19 
dashboard and continued to 
prioritize communication. 

Many special events marked 2021. 
Record crowds gathered for a 
once-in-a-lifetime air show in July 
at Johnson County’s New Century 
AirCenter, featuring the U.S. Navy 
Blue Angels and the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds. We recognized the 
20th anniversary of Sept. 11 with an 
American Flag display, and honored 
our community’s veterans in a 
virtual ceremony on Veterans Day. 

Not unlike 2020, 2021 was a year 
that will not easily be forgotten. 
As we close it out, we wish you 
a safe and healthy holiday season 
and new year. 

Ed Eilert 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners 

Penny Postoak Ferguson 
County Manager 

On the cover: The Keys family sits in front of their Stilwell home in the 
unincorporated area of Johnson County. On pages 10-11, learn about how they 
collaborated with the county to address stray gunfre in rural areas. 
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WAYS TO ENGAGE 
WITH JOCO 

Online 
Visit jocogov.org to: 

• Find your county commissioner 
• Get answers to questions 
• Learn about more than 400 services 

that Johnson County provides 

By phone 
Call Center: 913-715-5000 
Kansas Relay Operator: 800-766-3777 

Johnson County Government and several partners honored the 20th anniversary 
of 9/11 with a memorial display of 2,977 American fags (representing each person 
killed that day.) Students from the Public Safety 21st Century Academy at Olathe 
West High School installed the temporary fag exhibit on the south lawn of the 
county’s Administration Building in downtown Olathe. The county and its partners 
dedicated the fag display on Thursday, Sept. 9. The event started at 8:03 a.m. 
when the United Airlines Flight 175 hit the South Tower of the World Trade Center. 
The program featured music and speakers from local frst responder agencies. More 
information is available at jocogov.org/JohnsonCountyRemembers. 

Board of County 
Commissioners’ meetings 
Attend a board meeting weekly at 
9:30 a.m., Thursdays, virtually, by 
watching online at boccmeetings.jo-
cogov.org or on Facebook (@jocogov). 

On social - @jocogov 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

Johnson County Elected Ofcials 

Ed Eilert, Chairman 
Becky Fast, 1st District 

Jef Meyers, 2nd District 
Charlotte O’Hara, 3rd District 

Janeé Hanzlick, 4th District 
Michael Ashcraft, 5th District 

Shirley Allenbrand, 6th District 
Steve Howe, district attorney 

Calvin Hayden, sherif 
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 A glimpse into what’s going on 
in Johnson County Government 

Buy Local at expanded Johnson 
County Museum store 
On October 6, the Johnson County Museum opened an expanded 
museum store located in the Johnson County Arts and Heritage 
Center (8788 Metcalf, Overland Park). It features merchandise ranging 
from retro favorites like Kit-Cat Klocks and mid-century inspired 
housewares to Kansas-made apparel, books and gifts for all ages.  

“We feature unique products related to the history shared in our 
museum. It’s the perfect place to pop in and grab a gift for a friend, 
or something just for you!” said Sarah Vacik, the museum’s visitor 
services coordinator. 

Museum members receive a 10% discount on all store purchases as 
part of their membership package. More information is available at 
jcprd.com/museum. 

JCMHC takes up National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline 
Johnson County Mental Health Center 
employees now answer all local calls to the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. If anyone in 
Johnson County calls the national hotline, they 
will now speak directly with a local qualifed 
mental health professional instead of being 
routed to a call center elsewhere in Kansas or in 
another state. 

“We looked at the numbers for the national 
hotline and knew that we had the capacity to 
pick up the calls coming from Johnson County. 
The result is lower wait times for callers and 
a direct connection to local mental health 
resources,” said Johnson County Mental Health 
Center Director of Emergency Services Rob 
MacDougall. 

Calls are answered by the Crisis Assessment 
Team, which is made up of clinicians who staf 
the call center 24/7. If a current JCMHC client 
calls the national hotline, the Crisis Assessment 
Team can see their records and coordinate 
with their treatment team for response, which 
improves continuity of care for that individual. 

Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 
800-273-8255. 

On Oct. 7, the Johnson County Board of County Commissioners unanimously voted to add Juneteenth to the standard, 
fxed holidays for Johnson County Government for the year 2022 and subsequent years. Juneteenth recognizes federal 
troops entering Texas in 1865, to deliver the message of freedom to 250,000 enslaved individuals. 

“The Juneteenth holiday provides a moment every year when ALL Americans should 
take time to refect and seriously think about the history of our country. It is also a day 
that reminds us of our incredible capacity to heal, hope and emerge from our darkest 
moments. Many thanks to Chairman Eilert and the Johnson County Commissioners for 
their support, leadership and commitment to diversity.” 

— Vivian Avery, Olathe resident and community activist 
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 A glimpse into what’s going on 
in Johnson County Government 

Johnson County hires new criminal justice coordinator 
Mike Brouwer, Johnson County Government’s new criminal justice coordinator, is no stranger to 
Johnson County. He started in his new role with the county on Sept. 27, but Brouwer’s career includes 
14 years with Johnson County Mental Health Center – seven years working in the Community Support 
Services program and seven years on the Forensic Team providing mental health services in the 
Johnson County Adult Detention Center. He also worked for the Johnson County Sherif’s Ofce for 
two years as the team leader for reentry under the Second Chance Act grant.  

Brouwer will manage the county’s data-driven criminal justice eforts and major projects to address 
the root causes of criminal behavior, helping to create a better community. 

Brouwer comes to Johnson County from Douglas County, where he served as criminal justice 
coordinator since 2019. Prior to that, he worked for the Douglas County Sherif’s Ofce for seven years 
where he assisted with the launch of the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council. Douglas County has 
been recognized by Stepping Up as a National Innovator County. 

BUILD A CAREER AS YOU 
BUILD OUR COMMUNITY! 

Find public service opportunities at 

jocogov.org/careers 

Johnson County Government o�ers wonderful 
benefts, possibility for fexible schedules 
and working from home, parental & 
caregiver leave, wellness incentives, 
a great organizational culture, 
and much more. 

Check out exciting opportunities in health & direct 
care, arts & recreation, science & engineering, 

public safety and numerous other felds. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

APPLY TODAY! 
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Top 5 things to know about the FY 2022 Budget
BY JODY HANSON 

On Thursday, Sept. 2, the Johnson County Board of Commissioners adopted the FY 2022 Operating and Capital Improvement 
Budget, totaling approximately $1.45 billion, with a targeted .25 mill levy reduction. 

“Due to the growth in property values, we are again in a position to return some resources back to taxpayers through mill levy 
reductions. This is the fourth reduction in five years without impacting the county’s exceptional programs and services to which 
Johnson County residents are accustomed,” said Chairman Ed Eilert. “With this budget, we will also maintain the reserve level 
that helps us achieve the best credit ratings available.” 

Here are five things to know about the FY 2022 budget. 

1
When you take out funding allocated for reserves, 
wastewater, library, parks and other designated uses, 
a portion of the 2022 expenditure budget ($447.1 
million) goes towards County Taxing District 
(general government) expenses. 

31% 

69% 

County Taxing District 
expenditure budget 

Remainder of budget 

3 Our 2022 budget includes funding for 4,136 Full Time 
Equivalents. Some of our new positions went to MED-
ACT, Mental Health, Sheriff’s Office and Corrections. 

4 Did you know county government does everything 
from provide parks and libraries to public safety to 
mental health and support for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities to maintaining roads 
in the unincorporated? Here’s how the FY 2022 
budget breaks down in terms of focus areas: 

2.44% Records & Taxation Culture & 

18.62%

27.43%28.65% 

10.17%

12.49% 

Recreation 0.20% Debt Service 
Support Services 

Health & 
Human 
Services 

Public Safety 
& Judicial &Infrastructure 
Emergency 
Services 

2 
Just like it’s important to have money in a savings 
account for a rainy day, we want to maintain 
sufficient reserves. This helps us with unanticipated 
expenses and to achieve high bond ratings, which 
means lower interest rates on debt for projects. 
About 1/3 of our budget is reserves. 

Reserves 

69%

31% 

Expenditures 

5 
Even though Johnson County Government 
collects all of your property tax dollars, we only 
keep about 15%. Here is where the rest of it goes. 

2.6% Library 2.5% Parks & Recreation 

1.2% 
State 

2.4% 
Special 
Districts 

3.1% 
Special 
Assessments 

County Cities & 
Townships 

15.4% 16.7% 

Schools - State 
15.9% 

Schools - Local 
40.2% 
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For more information, please visit jocogov.org/budget. 



 

 
 

Wondering what your property is worth? On or before the 
first of March each year, the County Appraiser mails Notices 
of Appraised Value to real estate owners. By March 1, you’ll 
receive a Notice of Appraised Value form that provides 
the current year and prior year history of your property’s 
valuation. 

Notice of Appraised Values to be mailed in March
BY JENNIFER THOMPSON 

Johnson County real estate market continues to be affected 
by the low inventory of residential properties on the market 
and favorable mortgage rates, which continues putting 
upward pressure on sale prices. 

To appeal or not to appeal? 

The annual Notice of Appraised Value shows actual sales 
data on property that was considered in the valuation of 
property. This information is located halfway down the front 
of the notice. 

Three to five days after the mailing date of the Notice of 
Appraised Value you can access a PDF version online. A 
webpage has been built that allows you to access mapping 
and property value information in a single location: jocogov. 
org/property-data. 

The residential market has remained active throughout 2021 
thus far. We are working though our 2022 valuation analysis 
by reviewing January 2020 – December 2021 sales as they 
become available. If the residential market remains this 
active, we are looking at a higher-than-expected increase in 
average sale price, perhaps as much as 6-10%. If the forecast 
holds true, the overall increase in residential appraised 
value could be in the 10-14% range, with some areas seeing 
slightly lower value changes, while some areas again may 
encounter higher increases due to strong demand. The 

Residential Single-Family Homes 
January - September 

2020 2021 % Change 
Average Sale 

Price 
$395,284 $438,713 10.9% 

Sale Count 7,577 7,731 2% 

If you believe your property is valued fairly but taxes are 
too high, an appeal probably won’t help. Instead, you should 
attend the public hearings held by the governmental groups 
that set tax rates. Each invites public comment. 

If you think the appraised value is more than you would 
reasonably get if you sold your property, you should consider 
an appeal. Remember the County Appraiser is required to 
value all property at “fair market value.” 

The Appraiser’s Office tries to make the process as simple as 
possible. The appeal form and instructions are on the back 
of the Notice of Appraised Value. Depending on COVID-19 
safety precautions in place, you may request an in-person 
hearing. However, in efforts to ensure the safety of the public 
and staff, the Appraiser’s Office strongly encourages you to 
file your appeal online. These options include Hearing Based 
on Evidence or a telephone hearing. 

By law, you must file your appeal 30 days subsequent to the 
date of mailing of the valuation notice (K.S.A. 79-1448). 

What happens after I appeal? 
The first level of an appeal is the informal hearing. You are 
notified by mail at least 10 days prior to the date of the hearing. 

Once you start this appeal, be sure to pursue it to your 
satisfaction. If you drop it, you cannot appeal later on the 
same property in the same tax year. If you have any questions 
along the way, please feel free to contact the Appraiser’s 
Office at 913-715-9000. You can also visit the office at 11811 
S. Sunset Dr., Suite 2100, Olathe. 

Single Family Homes - Average Sale Price 
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Johnson County launches Aging Resource Guide 
BY GERALD HAY 

As more older adults are embracing 
technology, Johnson County has 
launched a new website designed to 
help these residents connect with their 
local aging services. 

The jocogov.org/aging-resources-
guide provides an easier way to 
access basic resources and contact 
information from the Area Agency 
on Aging, a division of the Johnson 
County Department of Aging and 
Human Services. The site has 
been designed to be user-friendly 
for everyone – regardless of how 
comfortable they are with technology. 
The webpage features improved design, 
navigation, search functions and 
accessibility from virtually any device. 

According to Pew Research, 73% of 
adults over the age of 65 now use 
the internet. In early 2000 when Pew 
began tracking internet adoption, just 
14% of older adults were internet users. 

The new webpage features a menu 
of choices that’s content-rich and 
graphically enhanced. It provides a 
more visual and intuitive guide to 
aging services in Johnson County, 
including: 

• AAA services: Care in the home, 
support for caregivers, food and 
nutrition programs, community-
based service options, legal 
services, volunteering and 
highlights from the Johnson County 
Commission on Aging. 

• Special reports and publications: 
Housing and long-term care, 
transportation, financial assistance, 
navigating health care and a link to 
The Best Times online. 

• Explore Your Options directory: 
An online one-stop guide full of 

8 jocogov.org 

resource and aging service 
listings in various categories 
with special overviews 
and step-by-step guides 
to important subject areas, 
including housing, nursing 
facilities, health care, home 
maintenance, retirement 
communities and much more. Free 
copies of the directory are available 
at the Department of Aging and 
Human Services, 11811 S. Sunset, 
Suite 1300, Olathe. 

• New online intake form: Help for 
older adults, their families or care 
providers is one call away 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday-Friday, by starting 
a request online. Information 
specialists at AAA and the 
department will continue to offer 
that personal connection many 
people need at 913-715-8861. 

Pew Research indicates 61% of older 
adults now use a smartphone. In 2013, 
the number was 23%. In response to 
the growing number of smartphone use 

by older adults, older adults receiving 
The Best Times magazine can now 
read the magazine online at jocogov. 
org/thebesttimes. They may also 
choose not to receive the print edition 
of the magazine in their mailbox at 
home. 

That option is easily done online, by 
completing and submitting a form to 
go digital, and opting out of receiving 
a printed magazine. If an email address 
is provided, aging adults providing 
that information will be notified 
when the latest edition of The Best 
Times is posted on the website. That 
usually occurs up to a week before the 
magazine is mailed. 



 

 

ADVERTISE IN Where fun 
JOCO MAGAZINE! takes fight 

Why advertise in JoCo Magazine? 
• The only magazine in Johnson County that is 

mailed to every household and business (for a 
total of over 260,000 print copies) 

• Great exposure to an a“uent audience, with a 
median household income of $91,771 

• Promotes brand awareness in Johnson County 

• In a recent survey, 82% of respondents said they 
depend on the publication to stay informed 
about the county 

• 84% recall receiving a recent JoCo Magazine 

• Of those who recall receiving the magazine, 91% 
of respondents read the magazine 

(Statistics from 2018 United States Census data and 
Johnson County’s 2019 Communications Survey) 
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Lenexa 
8554 Maurer Rd 
Lenexa, KS 66219      
913-359-5800 

Overland Park 
14401 Metcalf Ave 
Overland Park, KS 66223 
913-298-0626 

Welcome to the ultimate 
indoor adventure park! 
With attractions that cater to any 
level of adventurer, there’s something 
fun for everyone. 

For more information, contact 
Advertising Sales Manager Tim Phenicie 

phone: 913-715-8920 fax: 913-715-0440 
email: tim.phenicie@jocogov.org 

$25 OFF
Birthday Party 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Excludes Basic birthday party package. 
May not be combined with any other offer, 
promotion, discount or membership beneft, 
and not valid on previously booked birthday 
parties. Height restrictions may apply. Offer 
must be mentioned at time of booking. When 
booking online, book for the desired package 
level and enter the promo code: JOCOMag. 
Discount will be manually applied to the invoice 
adjusting the fnal balance due the day of the 
event. Offer valid only at Urban Air Lenexa or 
Overland Park. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

County collaboration 
addresses concerns of 
dangerous stray gunfre 
in unincorporated area 
BY JODY HANSON 

Matthew Keys will never forget 
May 31, 2020. That day, he was 
at his Stilwell home (located in 
the unincorporated area) and for 
several hours had heard constant 
target shooting at a nearby property. 
Suddenly, he heard breaking glass. 

Four bullets struck his family’s home. 
One entered the home, shot across the 
family’s playroom and landed in his 
children’s art supply cart, luckily causing 
no injuries to his wife, Katie, or their 
children. The Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Office investigation determined that the 
rifle was being fired from a property one-
third of a mile away. 

“No laws were broken that day,” said 
Keys. “The landowner and gun owner 
had more rights in this case than I 
did. They damaged my home and 
could easily have killed me, my wife 
or my children. As a father, this was 
unacceptable.” 

The Keys family were not the only 
Johnson County residents impacted 
by stray gunfire in 2020. On March 
5, 2020, a stray bullet hit an SUV on 
169 Highway near Spring Hill, barely 
missing a child. Between Aug. 22, 
2019 and June 13, 2021, the Sheriff’s 
Office received 22 complaints from 19 
addresses of stray bullets hitting homes, 
vehicles, equipment, trees and signs. 

“As we started investigating these 
incidents and hearing from our residents 
who were concerned about their safety, 
we understood how important it was to 
listen, work together and come up with 
a solution,” said Johnson County Sheriff 
Calvin Hayden. 

Why not prosecute those 
responsible for stray gunfre? 
Kansas laws include a statute making 
it a crime to discharge a firearm in 
a city. There is nothing similar for 

Bullet trajectory inside home 
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unincorporated areas. This state’s 
criminal discharge of firearm into a 
home or vehicle statute requires reckless 
or intentional conduct for a person to be 
found criminally responsible. 

“There is no criminal negligence laws in 
Kansas, and when we talk about stray 
gunfire incidents, we are mostly seeing 
negligence, as opposed to reckless 
or intentional conduct,” said Johnson 
County District Attorney Steve Howe. 

“However, if someone is cited multiple 
times, then it could be reckless conduct, 
and we may be able to build a case 
against that person.” 

As more residents of the unincorporated 
area voiced their concerns to Johnson 
County Government and the Sheriff’s 
Office on their safety due to stray 
gunfire, the county collaborated on a 
first step to solve this problem. 

The frst step: an 
educational approach 
coupled with increased 
prioritization 
Working with the Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Office, the District Attorney’s 
Office the county’s legal department 
and County Manager’s Office, on 
Sept. 3, 2020, the Board of County 
Commissioners passed a resolution 
making an official statement urging and 
promoting the safe and responsible use 
and discharge of firearms in Johnson 
County’s unincorporated area. The 
resolution also included: 

• A Sheriff’s Office safety and 
educational campaign to emphasize 
the importance of safe gun use and 
guidance on constructing safe 
gun ranges. 
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• Making stray bullet investigations 
a priority for the Sheriff’s and 
District Attorney’s offices. 

• Support for efforts to make 
legislative changes at the state level. 

At that September 3 BOCC meeting, 
Sheriff Hayden said that moving 
forward, when responding to stray 
firearm complaints, his office would do 
more investigation on the firearms and 
bullets as well as provide an educational 
brochure with tips on backstops, berm 
construction and general firearm safety. 

“This was important to preserve the 
safety and well-being of our residents,” 
said Sheriff Hayden. 

The second step: creating a 
code violation with a fne 
Despite increased education from the 
Sheriff’s Office, the problem of stray 
gunfire in the unincorporated area did 
not go away. In fact, the Sheriff’s Office 
received an increase in complaints. The 
collaboration between residents and 
multiple county offices and departments 
continued. 

On Aug. 26, 2021, the BOCC 
passed a resolution for the county’s 
unincorporated area, making it a county 
code violation to discharge a firearm 
resulting in gunfire leaving one property 
and entering another where permission 
or consent to do so has not been granted 
by a property owner, even if that gunfire 
does not strike a neighbor’s home, car, 
tree or other property. 

The resolution allows for firearm 
discharge complaints to be investigated 
by the Sheriff’s Office with violations 
prosecuted in Johnson County District 
Court in the County Codes division. 
Civil penalty fines range from $500 to 
$1,000. 

“If someone fires a bullet and it goes on 
another property, which they don’t own 
and where consent has not been granted, 
the person shooting could potentially be 
charged by the Sheriff’s Office with two 
citations: one for going over a property 
boundary, and one for landing on 
another property,” said Johnson County 

Chief Counsel Peg Trent. “Landowners also 
have liability under the resolution.” 

Collaboration is key in 
community safety 
Residents in the unincorporated can play a 
role in increasing safety in their communities, 
which is a collaborative effort. 

“The biggest challenge for all of us is 
determining who has actually done the 
shooting since these bullets can travel long 
distances,” said District Attorney Howe. 

“We rely on the community to help provide 
good information so the Sheriff’s Office can 
investigate cases of stray gunfire.” 

Johnson County BOCC Chairman Ed Eilert 
agrees that collaboration is key. 

“After a year of conversations and collaboration, 
we overcame some major obstacles to help 
solve a problem while protecting people’s 
rights,” said Chairman Eilert. “This resolution 
is an important step in protecting the safety of 
people and property from stray gunfire.” 

Matt Keys is only one of many Johnson 
County residents who appreciates this outcome. 

“The shooters destroyed my family’s sense of 
security. This resolution was the right move 
towards some accountability and closure that 
my family wasn’t granted but will exist for 
other rural Johnson County families moving 
forward.” 

Information on firearms safety is available at 
jocosheriff.org/public-information/firearms-
safety. 

Shooting trajectory 

What the new 
resolution does 

not do: 
• Prohibit the use of 

firearms 

• Prohibit hunting, sport 
shooting or target 
shooting on one’s own 
property or on a property 
where permission has 
been granted 

• Replace existing state 
statute relating to criminal 
discharge of firearms 

• Create a code violation 
if stray gunfire occurs 
during the discharge of a 
firearm in lawful defense 
of life 

• Create a violation or fine 
for a noise complaint 

Winter 2021 jocogov.org 11 



Winter 2021
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Here are some of the Johnson County events you can 
enjoy this winter. You can fnd more at jocogov.org. 
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December 2021 / January 2022 
Friday, December 31 
County ofces are closed in observance of New Year’s Day. 

Monday, January 17 
County ofces are closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Thursday, January 20 
Not Your Mother’s One Pot/Pan/Skillet Meals Class 
6 p.m. at K-State Extension Ofce, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, 
Olathe. Call 913-715-7000 for more details and to register. 

Thursday, January 20 
Attend a Project SEARCH information night to learn about 
this education and employment program for people with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Details at jocogov.org/jcds. 

Saturday, January 29 
Celebrate Kansas Day! Learn about the state’s history at 
kshs.org. 

Saturday, February 5 
Free Tax Preparation Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) begins on Saturday, Feb. 5. Email Denise.Dias@ 
jocogov.org for more information on assistance or 
volunteer opportunities. 

Monday, February 7 
Papercrete Works & Emerging Artists Valentines Sale 
2022 - Details at jocogov.org/jcds. 

Wednesday, February 23 
Meet the Author: Aimee Nezhukumatathil - Library 
OnDemand - 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Aimee Nezhukumatathil 
is an accomplished poet, essayist and frst-ever poetry 
editor for Sierra magazine. Aimee will read from her 
work, share stories from her writing life and answer 
questions about where nature and writing intersect. 

Saturday, February 26 
Nature Writing with Aimee Nezhukumatathil: 
A Workshop - Library OnDemand - 9 to 10 a.m. 
Accomplished poet, essayist, and poetry editor Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil will lead us through writing exercises 
that draw upon nature and our place in it. 
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Wednesday, March 16 
Visit the Arts & Heritage Center for Art Lab: Assemblage 
Art - Class is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Explore using familiar 
materials in unfamiliar ways and by taking everyday objects 
and turning them into 2D and 3D art. Open to kids aged 
11-17. Register by visiting jcprd.com. 

Thursday, March 24 
Learn Mental Health First Aid - an interactive 8-hour course 
that helps the public identify, understand, and respond to 
signs of mental illnesses and substance use disorders. 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. jocogov.org/mentalhealth 

Tuesday, March 29 
Save the date for Chairman Ed Eilert’s annual State of the 
County address. Watch jocogov.org for details on time 
and location. 

Thursday, March 31 
Parent Connect is a meeting for support and problem-
solving on issues for families from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. This 
group is strengths-based, meaning we will focus on the 
strengths of your family and child to help fnd solutions 
and encourage self-care. Open to any parent/guardian 
living in Johnson County. Questions? Contact Rachael. 
McDonald@jocogov.org or 913-715-7718. 

All-Electric House display 
All-Electric House at Johnson County Museum dressed up for the 
holidays and 1950s and 60’s era women’s cocktail dresses and winter 
coats display inside and outside the House. Display ends Jan. 8, 2022. 
Visit jocomuseum.org to learn more. 

K-State Extension Ofce’s Master 
Naturalist Program 
On Wednesday, March 16, classes begin for the K-State Extension Ofce’s Master 
Naturalist Program. Applications are due by Jan. 15, 2022. Training will be held 
every Wednesday from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. through May 18. Meeting format will 
be determined later (virtual, in-person, hybrid). Tentative plans also include two 
Saturday morning feld trips contingent on weather, local health considerations, 
and scheduling. See the K-State Extension Ofce website for registration info. 
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Stay warm and entertained with 
eLibrary options
BY ELISSA ANDRE 

Central Resource 
Library Update

or diving into a new hobby with 
our numerous eLearning platforms, 
featuring self-paced courses, tutorials, 
live tutoring and more. 

Explore: Travel through local, national 
and global history with Gale’s primary 
source archives and biographies, read 
over 130 years of National Geographic 
features, peruse scientific journals, 
discover your family history with 
HeritageQuest Online, or bring your 
children’s books to life with Lightbox’s 
interactive nonfiction titles, all in the 
Research section of jocolibrary.org. 

Haven’t yet signed up for your all-
access Library pass? Johnson County 
residents can register for an eCard to 
get immediate access to the eLibrary! 
To check out books, CDs, DVDs, video 
games and other materials, bring your 
ID and proof of address to any of our 
locations to get your traditional card. 
What will you discover at Johnson 
County Library? 

Winter is the perfect time to discover 
something new at Johnson County 
Library. When you have a Library card, 
you have 24/7 access to your favorite 
entertainment, knowledge and research, 
all on your schedule and with no 
subscription fees—and no need to even 
put on your coat! Just visit jocolibrary. 
org/elibrary to get started. 

Read: Never run out of reading 
material again when you can access 
thousands of popular eBooks and 
eMagazines on your personal device. 
You can even access eNewspapers like 
The Kansas City Star, The New York 
Times and The Wall Street Journal 
without a paywall. And for those who 
prefer their books printed and bound, 
log in to your Library account to place 
a hold, and when it’s ready, pick it up 
at one of our 14 branches across the 
county. 

Listen: Just like eBooks, download 
your favorite eAudiobooks for access 
anytime, whether in the car, at your 
desk, or maybe kicking off some spring 
cleaning. Want some tunes instead? 
Impress your friends and family at your 
next gathering by streaming classical, 
jazz, world and folk music collections 
from our eMusic library. 

Watch: Award-winning features, 
documentaries, rare finds, music and 
theater performances and kid-approved 
content are just a few of the options 
you have through our Streaming Video 
services. View your content on any 
device, including your TV. 

Learn: Follow through 
on those New Year’s 
resolutions this year, 
whether it’s getting 
your finances in 
order, learning a new 
language, upgrading 
your career prospects, 

Since February 2021, construction 
crews have been working on 
renovations to Central Resource 
Library in Overland Park. 
Throughout the year, services at 
Central have been temporarily 
modified, with “Little Central” 
open in a portion of the front 
lobby, offering limited services 
such as holds pickup, public 
computer access and restrooms. 

Johnson County Library is excited 
to announce that the renovated 
Central Resource Library will 
open its doors on Tuesday, Feb. 
22, 2022! Here are some of the 
improvements you will enjoy 
when it opens. 

• More study/conference rooms. 

• An expanded, relocated 
Kids area with more natural 
light, window seating and a 
storytime room. 

• A new drive-thru for patron 
returns and holds pick-up. 

• Enhanced materials handling 
efficiencies which we 
anticipate will result in 
materials being available 
for patrons more quickly 
throughout the entire Library 
system. 
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The legislative powers of Johnson 
County Government are vested in 
a seven-member Board of County 
Commissioners that exercises its 
authority to ensure the general health, 
safety and welfare of the public. 

The board is composed of an at-large 
chairman and one representative from 
each of the six districts in the county. 

Chairman Ed Eilert 
913-715-0500

Becky Janeé 
Fast Hanzlick 

1st District Vice chair, 
913-715-0725 4th District 

913-715-0434 

Jef Meyers Michael 
Ashcraft 

2nd District 
913-715-0432 5th District 

913-715-0435 

Charlotte Shirley 
O’Hara Allenbrand 

3rd District 6th District 
913-715-0433 913-715-0436 

County commission 
districts

BOCC endorses KC 
Climate Action Plan 

This fall, the Board of County Commissioners passed a 
resolution to endorse the solutions and strategies in the 
KC metro Climate Action Plan. The plan is available 
at kcmetroclimateplan.org. Also known as the KC 
CAP, the plan has the goal of transforming the Kansas 
City metropolitan area into “a more resilient, equitable 
and healthy community.” Participation with the plan’s 
recommendations is voluntary for jurisdictions 
and residents. 

The KC metro Climate Action Plan was developed by 
Climate Action KC and the Mid-America Regional Council 
after engaging with over 1,000 regional residents and 
stakeholders, as well as conducting a regional greenhouse 
gas emissions inventory and climate risk and vulnerability 
assessment. The plan proposes a flexible framework to help 
mitigate climate change by achieving net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. 

Johnson County Government has a history of both leading 
and supporting climate sustainability initiatives in the region, 
including adopting a 2007 resolution establishing goals 
for the reduction of greenhouse gases and other emissions 
from county government operations and sources within the 
community and a 2015 resolution on energy conservation 
policy for Johnson County Government. 

Other efforts include: 

• Subscribing to Evergy’s Renewables Direct program 
to procure a majority of the county’s electricity from 
a renewable wind source. 

• Constructing, renovating, and operating high 
performing buildings including LEED and Energy 
Star certified facilities, as well as implementing 
building energy performance measures. 

• Purchasing alternative fuel fleet vehicles, including 
electric, hybrid, flex fuel, and compressed natural gas. 

As far as next steps, Johnson County staff are baselining 
the organization’s efforts up to this point to determine 
which of the plan recommendations the county has already 
implemented, and which ones warrant pursuit. Among 
other initiatives, staff plans to establish recommendations 
for energy reduction targets within the organization and 
create ways to track, measure and report progress. 

The KC CAP is being presented to 10 counties and 123 
municipalities in the region. Each will be asked to adopt a 
resolution of endorsement of their own. 
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Johnson County 
Charter Commission 
considers changes 
to the county’s 
home rule charter
BY THERESA FREED 

Since March 1, a group of 25 volunteer 
Johnson County residents has been 
hard at work learning the ins and 
outs of Johnson County Government. 
Their goal is to take a close look at the 
Johnson County Home Rule Charter 
and offer recommendations to the 
Johnson County Board of County 
Commissioners. If any changes are 
proposed, they would ultimately be 
placed on a ballot for consideration 
by Johnson County voters in the 
November 2022 election. 

What is the Johnson County 
Home Rule Charter? 
The initial Johnson County Charter 
Commission was formed in 1999, 
under Kansas state statute. It 
convened in May of that year, to 
study the structure of Johnson 
County Government and make 
recommendations for improvements. 
The Commission proposed a Home 
Rule Charter for Johnson County 
voters to consider. 

In November 2000, Johnson County 
voters adopted the charter, which 
establishes: 

• Powers of the county (exercise of 
powers, construction) 

• Board of County Commissioners 
(composition, terms of 
office, qualifications, districts, 
compensation, duties of the 
chair, prohibitions, initial districts, 
meetings) 

• Method of election of the county 
commissioners (non-partisan, 
commissioner qualifications, 
vacancies, elections) 

• County Manager (appointment, 
absence of county manager, powers 
and duties) 

• Administrative departments 
and organizations (general 
provisions, department directors, 
reorganization of administration, 
governing boards, elected county 
officials) 

• General provisions (charter 
amendment, effect of the charter, 
charter review commission, future 
charter commission) 

• Transitional provisions 
(charter referendum, questions 
to be submitted to the electorate, 
effective date, initial county 
manager, offices, employees’ 
continuation, continuation for 
existing regulations, contracts, 
levies, obligations and official 
conduct) 

The charter approved by Johnson 
County voters in 2000 requires the 
appointment of a Johnson County 
Charter Commission every 10 years to 
review Johnson County Government 
operations and present its findings 
to the BOCC. Appointments to the 
Commission are made by the BOCC, 
the Johnson County legislative 
delegation, the Republican and 
Democratic parties, chambers of 
commerce, cities and the Johnson 
County Planning Commission. 

“The Commission greatly appreciates 
the help from the many county 
staff members who have assisted 
the Commission by gathering 
information, making presentations and 
answering questions to help us better 

understand the how and why of county 
government activities,” said Johnson 
County Charter Commission Chair 
Greg Musil. “It’s clear our professional 
staff members are dedicated public 
servants.” 

Public engagement 
In an effort to learn the priorities 
and views of Johnson County 
residents, the Johnson County Charter 
Commission conducted two public 
hearings in October. Participants had 
the opportunity to participate either 
in person or virtually. In addition, 
the Commission received written 
comments on the Charter Commission 
website, charter.jocogov.org. 

“These 25 volunteers have spent many, 
many hours learning about the current 
Home Rule Charter, how Johnson 
County Government works and 
reviewing and receiving comments 
from the public, both in writing and 
in public hearings,” Musil said. “This 
is an important process, and I’m 
very pleased with the diligence and 
energy the Commission members have 
demonstrated.” 

The Johnson County Charter 
Commission will continue to meet 
twice monthly through the beginning of 
the new year. Each meeting is available 
through Facebook Live and recordings. 
Other materials are available on the 
Commission’s webpage at charter. 
jocogov.org. 
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Honoring all Johnson County veterans with 
an emphasis on recent wars and conflicts
BY GERALD HAY 

The virtual 2021 Veterans Day 
observance on Nov. 11 continued 
Johnson County’s longstanding 
tradition of honoring local veterans 
from all branches of the Armed Forces 
for their military service in times of 
war, military conflict or peace. 

The event again encouraged veterans, 
their families, friends and residents 
to watch the observance and veteran 
tributes on the county’s Facebook page 
and website. The 2020 celebration also 
occurred virtually. 

Both virtual celebrations were 
organized with local health and safety 
guidelines of veterans, participants 
and attendees in mind and continued 
efforts to stop and contain the spread 
of COVID-19 and variants of the 
deadly virus. The observances were 
live streamed online from the Johnson 
County Administration Building in 
downtown Olathe. 

“We again had to have another virtual 
event, but we again were not wanting 
to skip our annual Veterans Day 
tribute,” said Chairman Ed Eilert of 
the Board of County Commissioners 
and emcee for the 2021 program. “A 
virtual celebration does not lessen or 
dampen the appreciation we feel or the 

spirit and sentiment of Veterans Day. 
We want to thank all veterans, old and 
young, for their military service, past 
and recent.” 

Each year, the Veterans Day 
observance salutes specific groups of 
veterans and others as special guests. 
The 2021 event recognized veterans 
from the Gulf War and Desert Shield/ 
Storm, one of the nation’s shortest 
conflicts 30 years ago, and veterans 
and military personnel on active duty 
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
after the 9/11/2001 terror attacks. 
The August withdrawal of the final 
American troops from Afghanistan 
ended the nation’s longest war after 
almost 20 years. 

The virtual program included a 
pre-recorded video featuring Bravo 
Company (the “Spartans”), 7th 
Battalion, 158th Aviation Regiment 
at the New Century AirCenter. The 
Army Reserve unit lost a Chinook 
helicopter on Aug. 6, 2011 when it was 
shot down in Afghanistan, killing 38 
military personnel. It was the greatest 
single-incident loss of 31 American 
lives in Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan. 

The casualties included three 
AirCenter helicopter crew members. 
They were: 

• Army Specialist Spencer Duncan, 
21, Olathe, door gunner. 

• Army Specialist Alexander 
Bennett, 23, Overland Park, flight 
engineer. 

• Chief Warrant Officer Bryan 
Nichols, 31, Kansas City, Mo., 
pilot of the helicopter. The unit’s 
hangar at the AirCenter recently 
was named in his honor. 

Other videos included a rifle salute 
and playing of “Taps” by members 

Ray Calore, a member of the Overland 
Park VFW, places the POW/MIA wreath. 

of the Gardner American Legion 
Leroy Hill Post, which celebrated its 
100th anniversary in 2021. Another 
video featured wreath presentations 
by local veteran organizations and 
representatives who served in World 
War II, Korean and Vietnam wars, 
Desert Storm and the War on Terror in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Other participants of the program 
included Megan Duncan, Spencer’s 
mother; the National Anthem and 
songs by Swing Shift, a barber 
shop quartet; and American Legion 
chaplain. 

A video of the 2021 Veterans Day 
observance is available on the 
county’s website at jocogov.org/ 
jocohonorsvets. 

Johnson County’s annual Veterans 
Day observance began in 1987 with a 
public celebration on the south steps 
of the Johnson County Courthouse 
that was razed this year in downtown 
Olathe. The event has occurred 
annually at veteran memorial sites 
and two National Guard Armories 
throughout the county, including 
the cities of Olathe, Overland Park, 
Merriam, Lenexa, Gardner and at the 
Navy Park located at the New Century 
AirCenter. 

Army Reservist Luke Monroe, left, and 
Mark Van Baale, an Army veteran who 
served in Saudi Arabia, pose with a 
wreath they placed on behalf of the 
veterans of Desert Storm, War on Terror, 
and Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Johnson County helps with closing an important gap
BY MELISSA REEVES 

When your child or loved one is 
diagnosed with an intellectual or 
developmental disability, there 
are many choices you must make 
to ensure they get the best care 
possible. This can be overwhelming 
at first, and the Johnson County 
Community Developmental 
Disabilities Organization is here to 
help with its new initiative, Close the 
Gap. The Close the Gap Campaign 
is coordinated through the CDDO to 
help connect families to IDD services 
as soon as possible. The CDDO 
is a function of Johnson County 
Developmental Supports, which is 
an agency within Johnson County 
Government. The CDDO is the first 
point of entry for IDD services in 
Johnson County. 

People with a diagnosed IDD in 
Kansas can get on the waitlist 
for Home and Community Based 
Services as early as 5 years old. An 
IDD is a chronic condition present 
before age 22 due to physical and/ 
or mental impairments such as 
intellectual disability, cerebral palsy, 
epilepsy, autism or Down syndrome, 
among others. 

IDD waiver services provide families 
with access to a wide array of 
supports that can help an individual 
reach their full potential and live a life 
of their choosing. But in Kansas, the 

waitlist to access these services is now 
more than nine years long. 

“Unfortunately, many parents and 
guardians are unaware of the waitlist 
and do not sign-up their loved ones 
until they are finishing high school. 
Therefore, each year, hundreds of kids 
graduate from high school in Kansas 
and have not been put on the waitlist,” 
said Mandy Flower, CDDO director. 

“This is leading to a gap in services for 
young adults who will have to wait 
years before they can access the full 
waiver of critical services that can 
help them successfully transition into 
adulthood.” 

While on the waitlist, they will have 
access to case management services 
and select employment services. But 
not having access to the full-service 
options upon graduation often leads to 
a regression in skills where the person 
will need more support when they 
finally receive funding. 

How to get involved 
On our website, CloseTheGapJoCo. 
org, families can learn how to access 
services, get familiar with eligibility 
and assessment processes and find 
resources that will be helpful while on 
the waitlist. Most importantly, website 
visitors can request a CDDO staff 
member to reach out to them to kickoff 
the process of getting on the waitlist. 

Even if you don’t have a loved one 
in need of services, the 
website offers advocacy 
information that anyone 
can use when speaking 
with legislators on issues 
that impact community 
members with IDD, their 
families and service 
providers. 

If your organization or 
business serves families 

who need more information about 
IDD services, you can request a 
CDDO staff member to come to your 
organization to present to large and 
small groups about how to access 
services in Johnson County. 

Visit CloseTheGapJoCo.org to learn 
more and help close the gap so no 
young person graduates high school 
without the support they need to 
thrive as an adult. 
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BY HALLIE SHEPTOR 

Stormwater is a community responsibility 

As the primary way to reduce flood risk 
and protect water quality in Johnson 
County, stormwater management has 
an important purpose in our community. 
Stormwater, or the excess rainfall 
during a storm event that doesn’t 
soak into the ground, must be routed 
to reduce flooding risk to streets and 
buildings. Preventing stormwater 
from encountering pollutants is key 
to protecting water quality. Anything 
on the ground, such as oil, fertilizer, 
exposed soil, etc., is easily picked up and 
transported by stormwater runoff. This 
polluted water enters our streams and 
lakes untreated, and can cause harm to 
the ecosystem and cost residents more 
money to treat for safe drinking water. 

“Managing stormwater properly 
is essential to our community’s 
health and wellbeing,” said Heather 
Schmidt, Johnson County stormwater 
project manager. “Everyone lives 
downstream of someone else, and many 
communities, like Johnson County, rely 
on rivers and lakes as their source of 
drinking water.” 

The Johnson County Stormwater 
Management Program partners with the 
20 cities in Johnson County as well as 
other cities, counties and agencies in 
the Kansas City metropolitan region on 
stormwater management-related issues. 
SMP assists cities with cost share 
funding for flood damage reduction 
and water quality protection projects, 
using a countywide sales tax dedicated 
to stormwater management. The SMP 

also partners with Johnson County 
cities, non-profits and neighboring 
communities on education and public 
participation programs to help educate 
and engage residents to protect water 
quality. 

A new approach to funding stormwater 
projects in the county is almost 
complete thanks to the upcoming 
watershed masterplans. Unlike in the 
past, where each municipality would 
address stormwater-related challenges 
within the confines of its own municipal 
boundaries, the new plans cover all 
of Johnson County and allow staff to 
see where the most severe risks are in 
terms of flooding and water quality. 
The masterplans also allow staff to 
identify ways to address challenges 
on a watershed scale and determine 
where the best opportunities to address 
risks are, irrespective of municipal 
boundaries. 

“We all need to do our part to protect 
water quality,” said Schmidt. “Our 
residents are our eyes and ears in the 
community, if you see something that 
doesn’t seem right, report it to your city.” 

County stormwater partnership 
with local high school benefts 
students and the environment 
Teaching young people about 
the importance of protecting the 
environment and furthering biodiversity 
in Johnson County is a priority for 
the Johnson County Stormwater 
Management Program and high schools 
throughout our community. 

20 jocogov.org 

“Trying to do something during the 
pandemic is challenging but we really 
wanted to focus on our campus,” said 
Aaron Batterbee, science teacher 
at Gardner Edgerton High School. 

“There are a lot of opportunities, and 
we wanted something feasible, cost 
effective and beneficial for not only the 
kids now, but future kids.” 

Batterbee spearheaded a conservation 
project at his school with the help 
of the Johnson County Stormwater 
Management Program and Miami 
County Conservation District Urban 
Conservationist Chris Cardwell. 

The SMP provides matching funding 
to the Hillsdale Lake Watershed 
Restoration and Protection Strategy 
grant. The grant is managed by the 
Miami County Conservation District 
for water quality protection outreach 
opportunities in the portion of the 
watershed that is within Johnson County. 
A part of these outreach efforts involves 
water quality education projects with 
schools in Gardner and Spring Hill. 

In October 2020, MCCD created an 
urban conservationist position to serve 
cities in Johnson and Miami counties, 
with special focus on the Hillsdale 
Lake Watershed. This position supports 
cities in the Hillsdale Lake watershed 
currently receiving funding from 
the SMP, which offers the “Contain 
the Rain” program to residents and 
involves non-participating communities 
in the Hillsdale Lake watershed. The 

“Contain the Rain” program provides 
financial assistance to residents in 
participating cities in Johnson County 
who implement best management 
practices in their landscapes, such as 
planting native rain gardens, enhancing 
the urban tree canopy by planting native 
trees or capturing runoff in rain barrels 
or cisterns. The MCCD funds projects 
in the expanded areas with the Hillsdale 
Lake Watershed Restoration and 
Protection Strategy grant. 
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Johnson County Wastewater reaches 
major milestone ahead of deadline

butterflies for tracking and population 
surveying. The planting site will be 
registered in a national database of 
habitat tracking. 

“We are incredibly proud of the students 
in Mr. Batterbee’s Field Biology classes 
for their work in planning, creating, and 
maintaining the pollinator garden on 
the campus of Gardner Edgerton High 
School,” said Pam Stranathan, Gardner 
Edgerton superintendent.“We are also 
thankful for Mr. Cardwell’s guidance 
and willingness to support our students 
through this collaborative process. We 
encourage patrons to visit the garden to 
see our students in action!” 

For more information on the 
“Contain the Rain” program, visit 
ContainTheRainJoCo.com. 

A recent JoCo on the Go podcast 
released on Oct. 26 featuring Batterbee, 
Cardwell and Pemberton explored 
this partnership further. You can find 
it wherever you listen to podcasts or at 
jocogov.org/JoCoOnTheGo. 

MCCD, Johnson County Park and 
Recreation District and GEHS have 
partnered since 2017 on conservation 
education projects related to stream 
and ecosystem health. In 2021, with 
continued COVID-19 restrictions 
limiting field trips, GEHS and MCCD 
staff collaborated on the creation of an 
outdoor “learning laboratory.” Here, 
students are able to study native plant 
habitat, stormwater benefits and the 
insect and bird species they support 
without having to leave school grounds. 

More than 70 students have participated 
in the hands-on learning and planting, 
which has created opportunities for 
hundreds of future students to survey 

BY ALEX SZERWINSKI 

It has been almost three and a half years 
since construction began at the Tomahawk 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility 
in Leawood, near Mission Road and 
Lee Boulevard. Tomahawk is one of six 
Johnson County Wastewater treatment 
facilities. In 2018, shovels were placed in 
the ground, the old facility was removed 
from service and JCW directed all flow to 
Kansas City, Missouri for treatment.  

The facility reached a major milestone 
at the end of August with the startup of 
liquid treatment. The objective of liquid 
treatment is to screen, settle, biologically 
treat, disinfect and reaerate the water to 
safely return it back to the environment. 
This is different from the process used 
to treat drinking water, which is handled 
by an entirely separate utility. Months 
of preparation and training were put to 
the test as the team members from JCW, 

plants, insects, grassland birds and  
soil organisms. 

“It’s way better to be outside and use 
your hands and be able to plant the 
plants, compared to being in school,” 
said Riley Pemberton, Junior at GEHS. 

“It refreshes our brains for a little part of 
the day, and it’s really fun!” 

Nearly 900 native prairie plant seedlings 
were installed in an approximately 
1,000 square feet garden site, the largest 
“Contain the Rain” Project in Gardner  
to date. 

“We want to expand the ‘Contain the 
Rain’ program that has already existed 
in Johnson County for a number of 
years,” said Cardwell. “We want 
to see higher utilization of it and a 
demonstration project like this in such 
a high-profile area, in such a growing 
community, is a really good indicator of 
the increased awareness of programing 
and importance of projects like this.” 

The students actively provide data for 
the international research institution, 
Monarch Watch, tagging migrating 

Black & Veatch, HDR, and McCarthy 
Building Companies worked together 
to achieve this goal. This significant 
achievement was reached approximately 
two months ahead of the anticipated 
milestone date.  

With wastewater treatment primarily a 
biological process, a major startup like 
this takes time to develop the desired 
results. After weeks of startup activities, on 
Sept. 20, the facility released reclaimed 
water through the outfall to Indian Creek.  
A video of this milestone is available at 
jcwtomahawk.com. Since then, JCW has 
increased the flow to the facility each week.  
By mid-October, JCW received and treated 
all the dry-weather flow at the facility.   

While the completion of the liquid 
treatment milestone is something 
to celebrate, there is more work to 
be completed. The other significant 

component of wastewater treatment is 
treating and stabilizing the solids removed 
from the liquid. Completion of solids 
treatment equipment is scheduled for 4Q 
2021. This is a complex process that will 
require a few more months of startup after 
the contractor’s milestone date to establish 
the biological treatment process and 
prepare the biosolids for land application.  
More information on these processes can 
be found in the How it Works section at 
jcwtomahawk.com. 

This is an exciting time for JCW and its 
customers as the department continues to 
serve residents with a high level of service 
at one of the lowest rates in the region. 
This is done by successfully completing 
major capital projects, investing in the 
future of infrastructure throughout the 
JCW service area in the county, and 
enhancing the community.  
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BY KEITH DAVENPORT 

for three employees helping redesign jocogov.org

Meet some of the employees working on a new and improved jocogov.org for our community. 
Learn more on the back of this magazine.

Sonia Khosla Communications Specialist, Mental Health Center 

Why is the jocogov.org website so important for the community? The jocogov.org 
website is vital for the community because it is the hub that connects residents to 
information, opportunities and services that the county provides. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, I think many of us realized how crucial local government websites are when 
accessing local health guidelines and the diference in user experience when those 
websites were user-friendly and accessible. 

How will residents beneft from the new jocogov.org? The new jocogov.org is user-friendly, intuitive and visually 
appealing. Residents will be able to navigate the website easily via all devices, complete tasks quickly and stay connected. We 
have found a nice balance between aesthetics and functionality that I think residents will be pleased with. 

What is one thing that most people don’t know about redesigning a website? The amount of time it takes to 
inventory the content that lives on a website and decide whether to keep it, update it or delete it. 

Brett Williamson Developer Analyst, Department of Technology and Innovation 

Why is the jocogov.org website so important for the community? JoCoGov is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. It doesn’t sleep or go on vacation. It doesn’t 
close down when a public health crisis occurs. Providing an online resource in which users can 
contact their commissioner, make payments, visit the library or a park, apply for a permit and 
get the latest information from public and mental health experts saves time and is an efcient 
use of county resources. 

How will residents beneft from the new jocogov.org? The single biggest beneft will come from search results. The new 
JoCoGov search will return search results on 10 additional sites including libraries, parks and the Sherif’s Ofce. 

What is one thing that most people don’t know about redesigning a website? It can be very complex. The design of the 
site is just one piece of a giant puzzle. A pretty new design doesn’t make a website fast, easy to use, easy to fnd content, or 
accessible for all to use. Additional things to consider include usability (how easy is it for the visitor to use), accessibility (all 
people need to be able to access the same services), mobility (need to be able to access the website from a phone/tablet 
in addition to a desktop), searchability (content must be structured in a way that users and search engines can crawl and 
fnd content easily), and optimality (the site must be fast, free of virus’, and free of broken links and orphaned pages). 

Sara Weedon Accounting Technician, Treasury, Taxation and Vehicles 

Why is the jocogov.org website so important for the community? The website is an essential 
platform for county leaders and departments to stay engaged with the community and to 
relay important information, services and guided resources to the residents. Jocogov.org makes 
county government accessible to everyone, wherever and whenever needed. 

How will residents beneft from the new jocogov.org? The newly designed website focuses 
on services with navigation tools that make information easier to fnd. I am most excited about 

the “how do I” feature. This will quickly get residents to the page they need to; pay a bill, apply for permits, request records 
and other frequently searched for services. 

What is one thing that most people don’t know about redesigning a website? A new website is not an easy task for an 
organization the size of Johnson County. It is a lengthy process with countless meetings and collaborative dialogue sessions 
between departments to ensure all necessary content is represented. There is a mastery of organization and skill to review 
and update content, make the site visually pleasing, and to ensure all the technical components are in place for functionality. I 
hope the residents enjoy the website as much as I enjoyed being a part of the process. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

10 THINGS
How Johnson County is promoting 
a safe and healthy winter 

1. NotifyJoCo
NotifyJoCo is a free mass notifcation system designed to 
keep Johnson County residents and businesses informed of 
emergencies. Register at notifyjoco.org. 

2. Flu vaccines and COVID vaccines
Johnson County Department of Health and Environment 
encourages residents over 6 months of age to get a fu 
vaccine. Flu season can last until May. If you haven’t gotten 
your COVID-19 vaccine, now’s a great time to do it. Boosters 
are also now available. Check with your health care provider 
to discuss the vaccine and get your shot. 

3. Snow roadway prep
Johnson County Public Works isn’t waiting for frosty 
temperatures to strike. Snow routes have been reviewed and 
changes made. In early November, employees began snow 
route driving, to get familiar with the roadways. Johnson 
County Public Works services the unincorporated roadways 
of the county. If not clear after 24 hours, report a snowy or 
icy road at jocogov.org/request-service or call 913-715-8300. 

4. Stormwatch
Stormwatch is a regional collaboration that allows Johnson 
County Public Works to gather pavement conditions in 
real time through sensors installed in the roads. Go to 
stormwatch.com to see where snow and ice are a problem. 

5. Keeping Johnson County facilities safe
The Johnson County Facilities teams protect visitors and staf. 
Snow from parking lots is plowed at two inches, the snow is 
shoveled from the sidewalks at two inches, ice melt is applied 
as a pre-treat and after the snow has been cleared. Inside, we 
encourage people to wash hands often, wear a mask when 
appropriate, and wipe shoes at the doors. Facilities cleans 
and disinfects high-touch areas routinely. 

6. Warming centers
All 14 Johnson County Library locations are designated 
warming centers for anyone who needs to get out of the 
elements. Stay as long as you need and discover all the 
resources the Library has to ofer. Hours and services vary by 
location. Find your local branch at jocolibrary.org/locations 
or call 913-826-4600. 

7. Utility assistance
Financial assistance to avoid utility disconnection is available 
to qualifying Johnson County households. Help may be 
provided with electric, water, propane, gas or wastewater bills. 
For help with utilities January-March of each year, individuals 
may also apply for LIEAP, the Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program. Learn more at jocogov.org/utilityassistance. 

8. Mental health support
The winter months and holiday season can have a signifcant 
impact on individuals’ mental health. You’re not alone. If 
you or someone you care for experiences a mental health 
concern this season, call Johnson County Mental Health 
Center 24/7 at 913-268-0156. 

9. Help your vulnerable neighbors
Johnson County Developmental Supports reminds residents 
to check on vulnerable adults especially when extreme cold 
strikes the area. Ensure they have access to heat and a way to 
get help, if needed. 

10. Problem solving beds
Johnson County Corrections’ Adult Residential Center 
recently began providing problem solving beds to those 
justice-involved individuals currently experiencing 
homelessness. These beds provide a safety net for individuals 
to get back on their feet and avoid further criminal justice 
involvement – a resource that is helpful in the winter months 
and all year long. 

Public Works keeps streets in the 
unincorporated safe during the 
winter, while residents such as 
Janak Poojara of Olathe protect 
their health with vaccination. 
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A brand new home at

the address you know.

Benefits of the include:

Intuitive search

Improved design

User-friendly navigation

A website to

better serve

YOU!

new jocogov.org




