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From: Emily Truebner 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Cc: Leipzig, Jay, PLN; Pendley, Sean, PLN; Cross, Sherry, PLN 
Subject: Johnson County Solar Regulation Comment Letter 
Date: Wednesday, November 10, 2021 9:56:59 AM 
Attachments: image001.png 
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from etruebner@savionenergy.com. 
Learn why this is important 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Dear Johnson County Representative, 
Savion, LLC (Savion) is a local utility scale renewable energy development company that is 
considering repurposing the former Sunflower Army Ammunition Plant (SAAP) for use as a utility 
scale solar facility. Savion applauds Johnson County’s efforts to adopt solar regulations; however, in 
their current form, the regulations would preclude solar development on the former SAAP and 
would effectively zone out utility scale solar facilities, which would deny the County the many 
benefits that solar can provide a community. 
Attached is a letter detailing Savion’s concerns and included within are recommendations for more 
balanced solar regulations that are protective of the County while allowing solar on distressed land. 
Savion appreciates your time and attention to this matter and we welcome any opportunity for 
further discussion. 
Sincerely, 
Emily Truebner 
Emily Truebner | VP Permitting & Environmental 
M: 303.898.8308 | Savion, LLC 



 

 

 

 

S/\VION 
A RENEWABLE ENERGY 

422 Admiral Blvd, Kansas City, MO 64106 

www.savionenergy.com 

10 November 2021 

Johnson County Planning Commission 
111 South Cherry Street, STE 2000 
Olathe Kansas, 66061 

Re: Zoning Regulations for Solar Facilities in Johnson County, Kansas 

Dear Johnson County Planning Commission and Staff: 

Savion, LLC (‘Savion’ or ‘Company’) is a privately held utility-scale renewable energy 
development company headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri. With a growing portfolio 
of more than 15 gigawatts and over 120 employees (many of whom are Johnson County 
residents), Savion is one of the largest, most technologically advanced utility-scale solar 
and energy storage project development companies in the United States. Savion is 
active in many markets, including the Southwest Power Pool (region that includes 
Johnson County), and the Company is in the early stages of developing Sunflower Solar 
Project located on the former Sunflower Army Ammunition Plant (SAAP) in Johnson 
County. 

Savion applauds Johnson County’s efforts to adopt solar regulations. However, in their 
current form, the draft regulations would not only preclude solar development on the 
former SAAP but they would effectively ‘zone out’ utility-scale solar facilities (USSF) in 
Johnson County. Particularly concerning are the CUP term limit, acreage limit, and city 
limit setback. Savion respectfully requests that the draft regulations be updated to include 
reasonable requirements for utility-scale solar development and exceptions for USSF that 
are sited on brownfields, former industrial or commercial sites where future use is affected 
by real or perceived environmental contamination. 

Below you will find the sections of the draft solar regulations in bold, followed by Savion’s 
comment and recommendation. Font color red indicates proposed new language. 

ARTICLE 23: CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 

Section 6. STANDARDS FOR CONDITIONAL USES 

D. Utility-Scale Solar Facility Development and Performance Standards: 

1) Permit Term of US Solar Facilities: A conditional use permit for a US Solar 
Facility may be approved for a period not to exceed (20) years. 

Comment: Savion is not aware of any other jurisdiction where CUP term limits, such as 
the one proposed by Johnson County, apply.  A solar panel’s typical lifespan is 25 to 30 
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A RENEWABLE ENERGY 

422 Admiral Blvd, Kansas City, MO 64106 

www.savionenergy.com 

years; and given the useful life of the technology, solar leases, and financing tools are 
based on 30+ year terms. A 20-year CUP term is simply not reasonable because it 
would expire before the end of the USSF’s useful life, during a period where the project 
is under a long-term contract to provide energy to a utility or other client through a 
Power Purchase Agreement. Furthermore, a 20-year CUP term limit will have the 
unintended consequence of precluding utility-scale solar development in Johnson 
County, thereby denying the County the many benefits that solar can provide a 
community. 

Recommendation: Strike the CUP term limit; increase it to be approved for a period 
not to exceed (40) years. If neither recommendation is acceptable to the County, then 
an exception should be included for USSF sited on brownfields. 

Permit Term of US Solar Facilities: A conditional use permit for a US Solar Facility may 
be approved for a period not to exceed (20) years; 

Permit Term of US Solar Facilities: A conditional use permit for a US Solar Facility may 
be approved for a period not to exceed (40) years; or 

Permit Term of US Solar Facilities: A conditional use permit for a US Solar Facility may 
be approved for a period not to exceed (20) years, unless the USSF is sited on a 
brownfield, in which case the permit term would not apply 

1) Locational and Dimensional Standards for Solar Facilities: The locational 
and dimensional standards indicated below for solar facilities are intended 
to mitigate the adverse effects of such uses on adjoining property owners, 
the surrounding area, and future development within the County. 

a) The minimum Project Area of a Utility-Scale Solar Facility shall be 
more than ten (10) acres in size, and the maximum Project Area 
shall not exceed 2,000 acres. 

Comment: The United States has set a goal to reach 100% carbon-pollution free 
electricity by 2035; and according to Evergy’s 2021 Integrated Resource Plan, the utility 
plans to retire nearly 1,200 megawatts of coal-based energy and add 3,200 megawatts 
of renewable generation within the next ten years. Solar energy is one of the fastest ways 
to reduce carbon emissions and put the country on a path to a clean energy future. 
However, utility-scale solar requires large tracts of open land near transmission 
infrastructure. Depending on the specific technology, a utility-scale solar facility 
may require between 5 and 10 acres per megawatt (MW). Project sizing and associated 
acreage requirements is driven by many factors, including but not limited to 
interconnection and transmission capital costs for a given project. Limiting the size of a 
project can render it uneconomical in today’s competitive marketplace. Therefore, limiting 
the size of a solar facility by implementing maximum acreage requirements could 
preclude solar development in a jurisdiction and stand in the way of regional and national 
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renewable energy goals. The size of a USSF is better addressed on a case-by-case 
basis through an evaluation of impacts in the Conditional Use Permit process as with any 
other use. 

Recommendation: Strike the acreage limitation or allow an exception for USSF sited 
on brownfields: 

The minimum Project Area of a Utility-Scale Solar Facility shall be more than ten (10) 
acres in size, and the maximum Project Area shall not exceed 2,000 acres; or 

The minimum Project Area of a Utility-Scale Solar Facility shall be more than ten (10) 
acres in size, and the maximum Project Area shall not exceed 2,000 acres unless the 
USSF is sited on a brownfield. 

a) The maximum Project Extent of a US Solar Facility shall be 
four (4) square miles (which is 2,560 acres) 

Comment: See comment above. 

Recommendation: Strike the Project Extent limitation or allow an exception for 
USSF sited on brownfields: 

The maximum Project Extent of a US Solar Facility shall be four (4) square miles 
(which is 2,560 acres); or 

The maximum Project Extent of a US Solar Facility shall be 4 square miles (which is 
2,560 acres) unless the USSF is sited on a brownfield. 

d) Such Solar Facilities shall be located greater than 1.5 miles from 
any city limits, with the exception of non-contiguous areas of a city 
(which are also known as ‘islands’) that are less than 80 acres in 
size, from which there shall not be such a requirement. 

Comment: The former SAAP in Johnson County includes thousands of acres of land 
previously utilized as a contractor operated military installation and powder/propellant 
production plan from the 1940s to the 1990s. The site is actively being remediated by 
US Army Corps of Engineers under the regulatory oversight of the US Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment and has 
significant potential for utility-scale solar development.  However, the former SAAP is 
located just outside DeSoto city limits, where USSF would not be allowed if the draft 
solar regulations were adopted in their current form. 

Recommendation: Allow an exception for USSF sited on brownfields: 
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Unless sited on a brownfield, such solar facilities shall be located greater than 1.5 miles 
from any such city limits, with the exception of non-contiguous areas of a city (which are 
also known as ‘islands’) that are less than 80 acres in size, from which there shall not 
be such requirement. 

Savion appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on Johnson County’s draft solar 
regulations, and the Company welcomes any opportunity to further discuss these 
comments and answer any questions the County may have. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Truebner 
Vice President of Permitting & Environmental 
Savion, LLC 
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From: Marvin Knoche 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Subject: West Gardner Solar Project 
Date: Thursday, November 11, 2021 5:37:50 PM 
Attachments: Solar Nov 12.pdf 

You don't often get email from mlknoche1@gmail.com. Learn why this is important 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Attached file 



 

 

 

 

November 12, 2021 

Hello Johnson County Planning Commissioners, 

My name is Marvin Knoche.  I live a 1605 W Maple Street  Nevada MO. I am a descendent of the 

Brecheisen Family, and I am in favor of the proposed West Gardner Solar Farm project.  

This project will not 

1.) Generate any increased noise output. 

2.) Will not generate any wastewater. 

3.) Will not pollute air quality. 

4.) Will not allow our land to be sold to Real Estate Developers 

5.) Will not harm our fellow neighbors. 

6.) Will not use harmful pesticides. 

This project will 

1.) Provide clean energy for our state, region and country. 

2.) Will provide more property tax for the county. 

3.) Will allow growth for nearby cities. 

4.) Will have visual screening from neighboring residences. 

5.) Will generate income for the counties. 

6.) Will minimize soil erosion. 

Next Era has given assurances that they will conserve the land.  Also, when the project is 

decommissioned the land will be cleaned up and returned to farming ground. 

Sincerely, 

Marvin Knoche 

913-271-3873 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Byron Wiley 
To: Davis, Leslie, PLN 
Subject: Upcoming Planning Commission meeting 
Date: Thursday, November 11, 2021 9:29:36 AM 
Attachments: Commissioner letter - Standards for commercialutility scale solar energy conversion systems (b.pdf 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Leslie, 

Thanks for your reply. My public comment letter is attached. 
Thanks, 
Byron 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Davis, Leslie, PLN" <Leslie.Davis@jocogov.org> 
Subject: RE: Upcoming Planning Commission meeting questions 
Date: November 10, 2021 at 8:19:50 AM CST 
To: Byron Wiley <ingevald.w@gmail.com> 

1. Any comments received before Monday, November 15th, will be emailed to all 
of the PC members and posted on the PC webpage. 
2. If you wish to make comment in person, there will be a sign up sheet at the 
entrance of the Board Room. If you wish to make comment via Zoom, you would 
let me and I will add you the list. 

I hope this helps. 

Leslie Davis 
Administrative Assistant 
Planning, Housing, and Community Development 
111 South Cherry, Suite 2000. Olathe, KS 66061 

(913) 715-2200 | (913) 715-2222 

jocogov.org | @jocogov | F/jocogov 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Byron Wiley <ingevald.w@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 10, 2021 8:09 AM 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty <Planner@jocogov.org> 
Subject: Upcoming Planning Commission meeting questions 



[You don't often get email from ingevald.w@gmail.com. Learn why this is 
important at http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.] 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use 
caution when opening attachments or links.*** 

Hello, 

I have two questions regarding the upcoming meeting addressing the utility scale 
solar project. 

1) It looks like I missed the deadline to submit a letter that would have been 
included in the packet. Is that correct? However, if I send a letter to you, it can 
still get distributed to the commissioners if I get it sent as soon as possible? Just 
confirming. 

2) Regarding the actual meeting on the 16th, I would be interested in making a 
public comment in person. Is it correct that I need to sign up ahead of time? How 
do I do that? 

Thanks, 
Byron 



Byron Wiley November 11, 2021 
1200 Almira St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

RE: Standards for Commercial/Utility Scale Solar Energy Conversion Systems 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I have some serious concerns about larger scale "renewable" energy facilities. What we are really addressing is 
part of a very complex cluster of civilization related issues. An industrial solar energy facility is probably a well 
intentioned solution to our non-renewable fossil fuel consumption concerns. It is however, a solution with serious 
unintended consequences. It is a progress trap, an effort to fix a problem but will create a new set of conditions 
worse than what was there before. These consequences, for a variety of reasons, may be completely out of sight 
and mind as the allure of an "easy fix" "green energy" solution eclipses reality. 

My first concern is the land itself, the permanent change and ongoing resource requirements. Agricultural land is a 
finite resource needed for production of food. It is also a resource for the fragments of wild-lands that provides 
havens for wildlife, plants and animals that are so crucial to a balanced ecosphere and for the human soul. 

I'm concerned about the great amount of rainwater shed from panels resulting in drip edge erosion. Water is also a 
concerning issue considering the tremendous volume needed (for the current proposal) to keep the glass clean on 
a 5.5 square mile scale facility. There is a lot of imbedded energy and material resources required to treat water, 
and pump that resource. How much energy will be required to remove unwanted vegetation through mowing or 
chemical applications? 

The greater concern is the large scale of an industrial PV solar facility and ultimately what problem it is going to 
solve if considering the long view. You are likely aware of some aspects of our energy situation including peak oil, 
consequences of drilling, pumping, and burning fossil fuels. Symptoms of the core problem include contributions to 
climate change, air and ground water contamination, plastics in the ocean, etc. It is very likely that you think 
renewable energy could solve the compounding consequences of consuming petroleum energy but there are less 
glamorous concerning elements that need consideration[1]. 

PV panels for example, completely depend on petroleum to be produced, yet isn't the goal to wean ourselves from 
fossil fuels? Energy dense fossil fuel is essential for mining, refining, manufacturing, transportation, maintenance 
and ultimately a fossil fueled intensive recycling of the PV solar panels that will only last a couple of decades. This 
is energy that can not be provided by the "renewable" sources. Renewables can't self-replicate. What is really 
happening is that by building projects like these, petroleum energy is being morphed into PV solar energy or any 
of the "renewable" energy systems. They are mostly clean in use, but very "dirty" in front and back end processes. 

The performance of solar PV can be skewed by calculating a favorable EROEI (energy return on energy invested) 
value. The EROEI calculation is a blunt tool, used in energy studies along with life cycle analysis to produce 
ballpark comparable figures showing the return. It is best suited for petroleum because the data is more evident in 
simple scenarios. However, when applied to intermittent renewables, the variables are greatly complicated, 
leaving a wide gap for interpretational bias by those that analyze the data. This can result in misleading favorable 
figures [2] One serious problem is that PV solar energy panels have a relatively short life (~ 20-25 years) and will 
have to then be replaced. That is a lot of electronic garbage to manage, complicated by the dirty and difficult to 
recycle matrix that contains toxic elements. 



  

What is sustainable about a system that is itself unsustainable and at the proposed scale? Civilization is now very 
likely beyond the peak of oil extraction and consumption that took only 150 years. Except now, civilization is on the 
downhill slope. Fossil fuel resources will be consumed much more quickly due to the thirst of the modern 
civilization. What is renewable or sustainable about fossil fuel dependent "renewables" when they rely on a finite 
supply of fossil fuels? 

We are supposed to consider what is best for the greater good and avoid situations where in retrospect we look at 
a piece of infrastructure that has failed us and say, "what were they thinking?" Making things better does not mean 
obfuscating the real costs of industrial "renewable" systems [3]. It boils down to an uncomfortable truth that an 
industrial solar facility is just fossil energy morphed into what appears to be a “green” form of energy production, 
perpetuating the un-sustainable. 

I think it would be very appropriate to establish zoning that supports small or micro scale projects. I've seen some 
dual use small scale options that function on the periphery of regular farming operations that can benefit the land 
owner with energy autonomy or small scale energy sales. 

I have researched and studied energy and resource topics intensively for many years. There are volumes of 
research and analysis on this topic. One of the most comprehensive analysis on energy has been undertaken by 
The REAL Green New Deal Project [4]. Within the paper referenced below, solar PV is specifically addressed, in 
addition to other unsustainable "renewable" energy schemes. While not within the scope of this particular zoning 
question, they do address complex transition topics related to the concerning energy issues that will only 
compound in future decades. 

I think that we must wisely question this "renewables will save us" trajectory based on the real and predictable 
outcomes. Deeply consider the consequences of allowing mega-scale industrial fossil fueled "renewable" industrial 
energy complexes. Please do not allow additional resource squandering, with guaranteed future negative 
consequences. Avoid falling for the trap set by those convincing experts who are paid to not understand 
consequences. We are all part of this planet and need to take responsibility for our future generations. 

Byron Wiley 

Reference  
1) What is Energy Denial? Don Fitz. Resilience. 
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-09-12/what-is-energy-denial/ 

2) EROEI Calculations for Solar PV Are Misleading, Tverberg, Gail. Our Finite World. 
https://ourfiniteworld.com/2016/12/21/eroei-calculations-for-solar-pv-are-misleading/ 

3) Burden of Proof: A Comprehensive Review of the Feasibility of 100% Renewable-electricity systems. Heard, 
B.P., et al. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032117304495 

4) Pulling Back the Curtain on the Energy Transition Tale - Why Renewables Can't Match Fossil Fuels - Why the 
Espoused Technologies Aren't Renewable and Why They Don't Deliver on Social Justice. Seibert, Megan K. and 
Rees, William E. The REAL Green New Deal Project. 
https://www.realgnd.org/research (this paper can be downloaded from the bottom of the webpage) 
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From: George Schlagel 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Cc: George Schlagel 
Subject: Letter to Johnson County Planning Commission Members 
Date: Friday, November 12, 2021 3:35:50 PM 
Attachments: image001.jpg 

11-11-2021 Ltr JoCo Planning Commission.pdf 

You don't often get email from gschlagel@schlagellong.com. Learn why this is important 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Please find attached correspondence directed to the Johnson County Planning Commission 
Members. 
George J. Schlagel 
Accredited Estate Planner® 

100 E. Park St., Ste. 8 | P.O. Box 10 | Olathe, KS 66051-0010 
913.782.5885 | fax: 913.782.0123 
Email: gschlagel@schlagellong.com | 
NOTICE: The MO Bar and MO Supreme Court, as well as other courts and bar association require notice to email recipients that email is not a 
secure method of communication, that it may be copied and held by any computer through which it passes, and persons not participating in 
the communication may intercept the email. Your receipt and use of email acts as consent to this method of communication. Please advise us 
if you wish to cease email, and no further emails will be sent. This email from Schlagel Long LLC may contain confidential and/or privileged 
material. Such information is protected by the attorney-client privilege or the attorney work product doctrine, which shall not be waived by 
misdirected email. If the person actually receiving this email or any other reader is not the intended recipient, note that disclosure, copying, 
distribution or use of the contents of this email is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately return it via 
email to the sender, then delete this message, or you may call the sender at 913.782.5885. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this email, including attachments, is not intended or written by 
Schlagel Long LLC to be used, and any such tax advice cannot be used for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by the IRS. 



~ Schlagel 
~ Long LLc 

GEORGEJ. SCHLAGEL, P.A.*/AEP® Phone: 913.782.5885 
BENJAMfN E. LONG Fax: 913.782.0123 

100 E. Park St., Suite 8 
*Admitted in Kansas and Missouti P.O. Box 10 
AEP® Accredited Estate Planner Olathe, KS 66051-0010 

Paralegal: Rebecca I. Stutzman, CP 
(Not Licensed to Practice Lmv) 

November 11, 2021 

To: Johnson County Planning Commission Members 

I am George J. Schlagel, a lifelong resident of Johnson County, Kansas. I grew up on 
farms in Lenexa and then Olathe and still have significant interests in the agricultural community 
of Johnson County, Kansas. 

The land for the Evergy substation at approximately 189th and Dillie Road was sold by 
our family to KCPL to accept the electricity from the Wolf Creek Nuclear Power Plant at 
Burlington, Kansas. 

Back in the 70's and 80's, as a country, we believed that nuclear power was the answer to 
our country's power needs. 

Today, that thought has shifted in a fairly major way from nuclear and coal to solar and 
wind. 

Like our family has supported the then consensus by selling our land to be used for a 
substation, I believe we as individuals and as a society should support the efforts to move away 
from coal and nuclear and towards alternatives. In this case, solar. 

I believe that we should encourage the use of alternative sources ofpower such as solar. 
Some issues I believe that we, as Johnson County, should take into account, including: 

1. Is the project economically feasible. 
a. Ifthere are unworkable resh·ictions on solar development, you might as well 

say "no" to such development. These projects are very expensive and financed 
over time so that the users at the time cover the costs. If the financing is by 
way of 30-year bonds the regulations should not be an impediment to such 
financing. Financing options factor in risks by raising the interest rates on the 
bonds as the risks increase. Ifthe financing needs to be 3 0 years and the 
conditional use permits for 20 years then financers will raise the interest rate 
on the bonds thus raising the costs to the consumers. 



b. The maximum size of the project should be large enough to produce the 
power needed to make the project feasible. My personal philosophy is that 
land owners should be allowed to use their prope1iy as they choose, subject to 
regulations generally designed to protect "the neighbors". I understand that 
this project and the affected land will be voluntarily committed to this use- as 
opposed to giving NextEra condemnation autholity which would allow a more 
compact footprint of2-3 miles square. 

c. I believe the public's ability to view the solar fields from the road as they 
drive by is a double-edged sword. I personally do not believe being able to see 
the solar panels would be offensive. I recognize that others could have 
opposing tastes. I take some p1ide when I see solar panels in highly visible 
areas. The solar panels in front of Olathe West High School and the Denver 
airport come to mind. I believe we need to move toward non-fossil fuel 
sources ofpower and being able to see "progress" is a positive to me. 

Proximity to a city is a non-issue to me. I grew up on a dairy fa1m about 3-4 miles 
from "town", i.e. development. It was at 116th and Switzer Road about ½ mile south of 
the Double-Tree Hotel We got pushed out by development when they put 69 Highway 
through the diagonal corners ofour farm. We moved 10 miles south and were again 
pushed out by the Chapel Hill subdivision. This land will ultimately develop. It might 
make sense to work with other stake-holders on what the ultimate development should 
look like. 

This project is not the first of its kind in the U.S. I would recommend hearing the 
experiences of other communities similarly situated. Do those communities see those 
solar fields as eye sores or as evidence we are moving in the right direction? You can 
then set screening and set backs accordingly. 

Very truly yours, 

SCHLAGEL LONG LLC 

George J. Schlagel 
GJS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Lee Ann Antes 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Subject: Utility Scale Solar Facility 
Date: Monday, November 15, 2021 11:58:36 AM 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution 
when opening attachments or links.*** 

Please include for Public Hearing on Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2021 

Johnson County Planning Commissioners and County Commissioners, 

When asked which zoning regulation I was most concerned about, I had to 
think for a while. They all carry very import weight in the development of 
solar projects of this proposed scale. Important weight that will change lives 
of many. These are some I have strong opinions about. 

#1 Permit Term – The recommendation for a conditional use permit (CUP) of 
25 yrs. to ensure the solar company is profitable. No one wants to see a 
company fail, but I believe it is not the responsibility of Johnson County to 
make sure it is a success. A more prudent term would have been in the 10-
15 yr. range. Either the term given works for them or they can do business 
elsewhere. That is the way the business world works. 

#2 Project Area Size – The recommendation is a minimum of more than 10 
acres to a maximum of 2000 acres. Project Extent not to exceed 4 sq. miles. I 
feel that 2000 acres in this area, with the farming in place and with the 
fertile, yet highly erodible soil, is too much. 1000 acres in my opinion would 
be a more reasonable amount. There should be no waiver to increase the size 
of the area used. Take it or leave it. 

#3 Distance to Cities – The recommendation is 1.5 miles. Kansas statute 
12-715b says that cities are authorized to utilize a 3-mile distance as a city’s 
future planning area, extra-territorial zone. The 1.5-mile distance inhibits 
growth and expansion of a city near any USSF facility. No matter whether 
that city is Edgerton, Gardner, Spring Hill or Stilwell. I strongly believe that 
Johnson County should respect the future of a city to grow and develop. This 
regulation stifles growth. No waiver to decrease distance to a city should be 
allowed. 

#4 Setbacks and Screening – The recommendations are a minimum of 50 ft. 
from the Project Boundary or Official Street Line and 250 ft. from the nearest 
dwelling. Johnson County requires new structures to be built a minimum of 
110 ft. from the centerline of the road. The solar company should have to 
abide by the same rules as the county’s residents. Out of respect for existing 
residents, the setback should be 250 ft. from the shared property line, near 
where buildings and houses are placed on their property. Screening and 
planting guidelines should fall in line with what is already required of other 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

industrial and construction projects. No waivers should be allowed to avoid 
being a good neighbor. 

#5 Environmental Impacts – 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Stormwater Management – As nearby 
landowners, we already deal with a great amount of damage from runoff and 
erosion from the eastern part of the proposed area. Adding more impervious 
surfaces will make those issues increase exponentially. Public Works has a 
big job on their hands making sure this facility does not add to the 
destruction of our roads and watersheds. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Herbicide Use – Strong chemicals will be 
used to inhibit growth of trees and other woody plants. My concern is 
controlling the drift onto neighboring properties impacting their trees, 
pastures, crops, etc. Another concern lies in these chemicals contaminating 
the streams, ponds, wells, and springs in this area. Continued water 
management and testing through an effective Stormwater Management Plan 
is a necessity. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Noise – The zoning recommendation 
states that it shall not exceed 60 dB at the Project Boundary. Inverters 
produce a 60-88 dB level depending on the brand used. Solar tracking 
devices produce a 78 dB level, similar to a vacuum cleaner. During the day 
all of this mixes with the existing ambient noise levels and may not be 
noticed. But at night when trackers cease, the battery storage facilities 
continue to operate, with their cooling fans running. And now that 60-80 dB 
noise level becomes very noticeable in the quiet, rural 20-30 dB ambient 
night level. Sound travels a long way out in the quiet countryside. Sound 
mitigation is an important aspect of being a good neighbor. No waivers 
should be allowed for disturbing the peace. 

· Fire Prevention/Protection – The recommendations are mainly focused on 
battery storage fire detection and suppression. Lithium-ion battery fires 
produce toxic fumes and require specialized training and materials to 
manage. My concern lies with a prairie fire overtaking the solar facility. Will 
the fire departments have appropriate training, access to the fields, roadways 
to maneuver in the fields, and enough water access to fight the fire? Who is 
responsible for all of this as well as the ongoing training it requires as 
generations of firefighters cycle through the departments? 

· Solar Panel Disposal - No recommendations for disposal of the used panels 
when replaced or at decommissioning were noted. Are we trusting the solar 
company to do the right thing? Currently solar panels are not manufactured 
with recycling in mind. And there are not comprehensive regulations in the 
U.S. for panel recycling. It is not economically feasible to recycle them. They 
end up in landfills. Current waste estimates are 90 metric tons per megawatt 
(MW) weight to power ratio. West Gardner Solar is projected to be a 320 MW 



--

installation. 320 x 90 = 28,800 metric tons of panel E-waste produced at 
every upgrade and at decommissioning. That could possibly total 86,400 
metric tons of panel E-waste going to a landfill near you! 

Do the benefits of this projected solar facility outweigh the negatives? Are 
we ready to deal with the known and unknown consequences of this project? 
As I have stated numerous times over the last few months, I strongly believe 
this area of Johnson County is not a logical place for this project. There are 
other sites that would be better suited for an installation such as this. This 
massive facility will forever change the rural character of Johnson County, 
encroaching on the open spaces. It will show that the priorities of this 
county’s planners and commissioners were not to protect its residents, but to 
cater to the wants of Big Solar. 

Take a step back and consider the cumulative impact all of these items 
will have on our county’s citizens and its fine reputation. I suggest a 
moratorium on these projects until a better, less invasive site can be found. 
To be truly “green”, a plan needs to be developed and enforced for panel 
recycling rather than filling a landfill. Lastly the process of bringing a solar 
facility to Johnson County needs to be done in a respectful, ethical, fair, 
objective, and inclusive way to benefit all residents and businesses of 
Johnson County. 

Please consider these points as you reflect on the information given you. 
Put yourself in the shoes of those who this will affect. This is a very 
important decision and sets a huge precedence for the future. Please do what 
is right for Johnson County. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Ann Antes 

38700 W. 175th St. 

Edgerton, KS 66021 
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From: Ty Gorman 
To: PLN-Planner on Duty 
Subject: Utility Scale Solar Support from Sierra Club Members in Johnson County 
Date: Monday, November 15, 2021 11:56:35 AM 
Attachments: KS-all-at-solare-comments.pdf 

You don't often get email from ty.gorman@sierraclub.org. Learn why this is important 

***This message came from outside of Johnson County Government - please use caution when opening 
attachments or links.*** 

Hello Johnson County Planning Commissioners, 

Thank you for your work on developing large-scale solar guidelines for the county. 
Our members wrote into Sierra Club expressing their support for significant development of utility scale 
solar in Johnson County. 

We have shared 55 Kansas Sierra Club members and their support letters in the PDF attached (which 
includes personal comments and the petition that they wanted to support in the county record). 

I have also included comments of Johnson County residents in text below (with full addresses to more 
easily add to the record). 

Gloria Walker 
readwalker@everestkc.net 
Gloria,Walker,10802 W 96th Pl,Overland Park,KS,66214 
We need to do ALL we can to deter climate change! Kansas would be a terrific place for more SOLAR 
POWER! 

Lindsey Morrow 
circusnomad@gmail.com 
Lindsey,Morrow,4728 Canterbury Rd,Roeland Park,KS,66205 
We don't have time to procrastinate on sustainable energy. Let's get this done. 

Joe Spease 
jspease@windsohy.com 
Joe,Spease,9934 Goddard St,Overland Park,KS,66214 
Solar power is cheaper than coal or natural gas power. The best thing for the future of our children is to 
end the use of fossil fuels and switch to wind and solar power, using long duration energy storage. 

Jerry Fine Jr 
jerryfine269@gmail.com 
Jerry,Fine Jr,505 Parma Way,Gardner,KS,66030 
Solar is our future! 

Kimberly Harvey 
kimberlyharveyeb@gmail.com 
Kimberly,Harvey,14221 S Cottonwood Dr,Olathe,KS,66062 
Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution 
while diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar 
benefits struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn't put setback, size cap 
or other arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. 

Paula Quell 
ledpjq@yahoo.com 
Paula,Quell,5425 Mastin St,Merriam,KS,66203 



Let's run on sun!!! 

Jon Wood 
,jontazewell@yahoo.com 
Jon,Wood,9420 Lamar Ave,Overland Park,KS,66207 
The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. Investing in clean energy not only means 
cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and water for communities and wildlife, and 
more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, we need to ensure that utility-scale 
solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the rich conservation resources in 
our state. 

Cammy Colton 
curby38@hotmail.com 
Cammy,Colton,15282 Newton Dr,Overland Park,KS 
More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to 
The Nature Conservancy?s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas 
alongside pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including 
nearby crop yields. 

Jenny Lillis 
jennyll50@yahoo.com 
Jenny,Lillis,14417 Meadow Ct,Leawood,KS 
We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions 
and public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that 
the clean energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local 
landowners to use the solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Jeremy Baptist 
jebaptist@kc.rr.com 
Jeremy Baptist 8700 Lamar Ave Overland Park KS 66207 
Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. 

Kurt Kiebler 
kkiebler@andeslibre.zzn.com 
Kurt Kiebler 9816 Outlook Dr Overland Park KS 66207 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing 
prices for customers, especially when coupled with storage. 

John Mortensen 
chaiseverte@icloud.com 
John Mortensen 4022 W 69th St. Prairie Village KS 66208 
Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow 
to develop. We must invest in large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial 
investment that our county needs. Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early 
evening) through economies of scale. 

Tobias Fritz 
tbfritz@alumni.duke.edu 
Tobias Fritz 3109 W 71st St Prairie Village KS 66208 
Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine 
sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

Harry Bognich 



harrybognich@att.net 
Harry Bognich 8258 W 117th St Overland Park KS 66210 
Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution 
while diversifying rural economies. 

Bruce Olson 
bruceolson123@gmail.com 
Bruce Olson 12527 Connell Dr Overland Park KS 66213 
The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. Investing in clean energy not only means 
cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and water for communities and wildlife, and 
more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, we need to ensure that utility-scale 
solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the rich conservation resources in 
our state. 

John Kelley 
jkelley1947@hotmail.com 
John Kelley 11908 W 101 Terr Lenexa KS 66215 
Large-scale solar is a necessary component to affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. 

Janet Carmichael 
janetcarmi@gmail.com 
Janet Carmichael 5920 Widmer Rd Shawnee KS 66216 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing 
prices for customers, especially when coupled with storage. 

Susan Heimann 
seheimann@juno.com 
Susan Heimann 6572 Charles St Shawnee KS 66216 
We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. 

Sarah Feyerherm 
sarah.feyerherm@gmail.com 
Sarah Feyerherm 7601 Allman Rd Lenexa KS 66217 
Large scale solar benefits struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put 
setback, size cap or other arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. 

Cammy Colton 
curby38@hotmail.com 
Cammy Colton 15282 Newton Dr Overland Park KS 66223 
Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution 
while diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar 
benefits struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap 
or other arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. 

Susan Dobbelaere 
susan.dobbelaere@gmail.com 
Susan Dobbelaere 13850 Metcalf Ave Apt 14125 Overland Park KS 66223 
Utility-scale wind and solar are essential to reaching our clean energy goals, which include 70% renewable 
electricity by 2030 and 100% clean electricity by 2040. As we electrify our transportation and heating 
sectors, rooftop solar, and energy efficiency, and large-scale renewable energy will have a crucial role in 
achieving energy solutions. 



.. 

.. 

.. 
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omnisom@gma Jacob Gilchrist 
4500 N 
Hillcrest St. Bel Aire KS 67220 

stonecrow00@ Richard Forehand 1908 W 6th St Coffeyville KS 67337 

bmaschka@csj Elizabeth Maschka Csj 

1300 
Washington 
St Concordia KS 66901 

raaaandy@hot randal mathes 
618 N Brook 
Forest Rd Derby KS 67037 

cindy.fine@t-
mobile.com Cindy Fine 

505 Parma 
Way Gardner KS 66030 

jerryfine269@g Jerry Fine Jr 
505 Parma 
Way Gardner KS 66030 

mcwhorterpk@ Patrick Mcwhorter 

2302 E 
Summerwood 
St Goddard KS 67052 

moorejc2646@ Jesse Moore 717 W 4th St Haysville KS 67060 

dogcopilot@fas Joan Nickum 
1838 
Freeman Ave Kansas City KS 66102 

cac744@aol.co Carol Carley 
1831 N 19th 
St Kansas City KS 66104 

patb42@sbcglo Pat Benabe 
1600 Haskell 
Ave Apt 106 Lawrence KS 66044 

mahoney_rm@ Rita Mahoney 
628 Arkansas 
St Lot 5 Lawrence KS 66044 

edithwilliams32 Edith Williams 

1120 
Pennsylvania 
St Lawrence KS 66044 

penelope.wein Penny Weiner 
1145 Emery 
Rd Lawrence KS 66044 

rolygirl03@yah Suzanne M. 803 E 1259 Rd Lawrence KS 66047 

jkleinberg@ku. Jill Kleinberg 1756 E 960 Rd Lawrence KS 66049 

mrapport@sun 
Michael & 
Evie Rapport 

3010 Harvard 
Rd Lawrence KS 66049 

scullyster@gma Patrice Scully 
1100 N 2nd St 
Apt 321 Leavenworth KS 66048 

mysnowball12@ Veda Joy 
1207 Ottawa 
St Leavenworth KS 66048 

jennyll50@yah Jenny Lillis 
14417 
Meadow Ct Leawood KS 66224 

jkelley1947@h John Kelley 
11908 W 101 
Terr Lenexa KS 66215 
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sarah.feyerherm Sarah Feyerherm 
7601 Allman 
Rd Lenexa KS 66217 

libsncatsrule@g Cyndy 
Dent Brooks-
Fetty 501 S 6th St Leoti KS 67861 

ratra@phys.ksu Bharat Ratra 
1809 Vaughn 
Dr Manhattan KS 66502 

ledpjq@yahoo. Paula Quell 
5425 Mastin 
St Merriam KS 66203 

lawsonda123@ Douglas Lawson 
2804 Dalton 
Rd Niotaze KS 67355 

kimberlyharvey Kimberly Harvey 

14221 S 
Cottonwood 
Dr Olathe KS 66062 

tpost7@live.co Timothy Post 
1120 Pacific 
Ave Osawatomie KS 66064 

chef_cathi@ya JL Burns 

36770 
Osawatomie 
Rd Osawatomie KS 66064 

jontazewell@ya Jon Wood 
9420 Lamar 
Ave Overland Park KS 66207 

jebaptist@kc.rr Jeremy Baptist 
8700 Lamar 
Ave Overland Park KS 66207 

kkiebler@ande Kurt Kiebler 
9816 Outlook 
Dr Overland Park KS 66207 

harrybognich@ Harry Bognich 
8258 W 117th 
St Overland Park KS 66210 

bruceolson123 Bruce Olson 
12527 Connell 
Dr Overland Park KS 66213 

readwalker@ev Gloria Walker 
10802 W 96th 
Pl Overland Park KS 66214 

jspease@winds Joe Spease 
9934 Goddard 
St Overland Park KS 66214 

curby38@hotm Cammy Colton 
15282 
Newton Dr Overland Park KS 66223 

susan.dobbelae Susan Dobbelaere 

13850 
Metcalf Ave 
Apt 14125 Overland Park KS 66223 

gmweeks@cox George Weeks 
1509 S 
College Ave Pittsburg KS 66762 

chaiseverte@ic John Mortensen 
4022 W 69th 
St Prairie Village KS 66208 

3109 W 71st 
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tbfritz@alumni Tobias Fritz St Prairie Village KS 66208 

circusnomad@ Lindsey Morrow 
4728 
Canterbury Rd Roeland Park KS 66205 

janetcarmi@gm Janet Carmichael 
5920 Widmer 
Rd Shawnee KS 66216 

seheimann@ju Susan Heimann 
6572 Charles 
St Shawnee KS 66216 

heatheroonie@ Heather Reed 
1253 SW 
Jewell Ave Topeka KS 66604 

pizzazz11949@ Irene Mauer 

1616 NW 
Lower Silver 
Lake Rd TOPEKA KS 66608 

toadhall@att.n Stephanie Skillman 
916 N 
Woodrow Ave Wichita KS 67203 

marilyn.lamm@ Marilyn Lamm 
1533 N Payne 
Ave Wichita KS 67203 

maddiemere@ Cindy Fisher 
455 N 
Edwards Ave Wichita KS 67203 

erinefr@icloud Erin 
Flory 
Robertson 

1135 N Perry 
Ave Wichita KS 67203 

dmackles@yah Diane Mcluen 
4937 N Bison 
St Wichita KS 67204 

kslaforce@yaho Karen Laforce PO Box 8816 Wichita KS 67208 

gmaych4@gma Gary Maycher 
140 N Battin 
St Wichita KS 67208 

baybaysparky@ Michael Bayouth 
401 N 
Crestway St Wichita KS 67208 

mra67amx@ya Alexis Mariconda 
3305 E 31st St 
S Apt 218 Wichita KS 67216 

harkglider@yah Kent Rowe 
3353 N 159th 
St E Wichita KS 67228 

Ty Gorman 
Kansas Campaign Representative Sierra Club 
Kansas City, KS 
E-Mail: ty.gorman@sierraclub.org 
Cell: 913.227.9310 
Build Power MoKan Energy Justice Coalition 
Envíe un correo electrónico si necesitas idioma español. 
Pronouns:he/him/his (learn why I'm listing my pronouns) 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                     

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

   

                 
               

              
                    

                     

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

We need to do ALL we can to deter climate change! Kansas would be a terrific place for more SOLAR POWER! 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Gloria Walker 
Overland Park, KS 66214 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                   
    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                   
    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

We need more solar and wind energy to reduce the effects of climate change. Please support it with the 
upcoming federal infrastructure project. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Fisher 
Wichita, KS 67203 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

We live in the Southern Plains, an easy transition to renewables is right in front of us. Please act accordingly 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Mcwhorter 
Goddard, KS 67052 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                      
        

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                      
        

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

we have to stop with the fossil fuels if we are serious about climate change...we are at the point of no return 
as it is...there is no time to waste... 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Benabe 
Lawrence, KS 66044 



   

                 
               

              
                    

             

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

   

                 
               

              
                    

             

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

We don't have time to procrastinate on sustainable energy. Let's get this done. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Morrow 
Roeland Park, KS 66205 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
             

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
             

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

We can't wait. It's too expensive for individuals to install solar on their houses. I keep hearing individual 
home owners say this. We need to be led to make real change. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Penny Weiner 
Lawrence, KS 66044 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

this country is so far behind the times on renewable energy, let us, Kansans make a difference now 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

randal mathes 
Derby, KS 67037 



   

                 
               

              
                    

              

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

              

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

The time is now for Kansas to be on the forefront of renewable energy. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Mcluen 
Wichita, KS 67204 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                      
                 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

   

                 
               

              
                    

                      
                 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Solar power is cheaper than coal or natural gas power. The best thing for the future of our children is to end 
the use of fossil fuels and switch to wind and solar power, using long duration energy storage. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Spease 
Overland Park, KS 66214 



   

                 
               

              
                    

    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

   
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

   
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Solar is our future! 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Fine Jr 
Gardner, KS 66030 



   

                 
               

              
                    

               
                  

   

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

   

                 
               

              
                    

               
                  

   

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Solar benefits everyone, is cheaper and meets incoming federal and global requirements and targets. Let's 
ensure we're ahead of this curve with the recently proven income that was shown in discussions on removing 
the sales taxes. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 



  

    

  

    

Jacob Gilchrist 
Bel Aire, KS 67220 



   

                 
               

              
                    

            
 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

            
 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Please decriminalize backyard and rooftop solar. Behind-the-meter production must be allowed and 
encouraged. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Kent Rowe 
Wichita, KS 67228 



   

                 
               

              
                    

    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Let's run on sun!!! 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Quell 
Merriam, KS 66203 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                     
                   

               

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

   

                 
               

              
                    

                     
                   

               

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Let's get Kansas on the right side of history. It is clear that we must transition to cleaner energy sources. My 
family is doing the right thing and installing solar on our roof and upgrading to more effecient HVAC. Please 
do the same for your county on a larger scale. Sincerely, George Weeks, Pittsburg, KS 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 



  

   

  

   

George Weeks 

Pittsburg, KS 66762 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                   
                

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                   
                

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

It looks like the world?s nations are not taking strong enough action to reduce our carbon emissions. It?s up 
to our local governments to do what they can. Play support renewable energy in your county. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Jesse Moore 
Haysville, KS 67060 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

It is time to make some positive changes for our children?s future and the earth?s survival. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Skillman 
Wichita, KS 67203 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
 

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

In rural counties like Chautauqua County, where I live, electric coops can lead the way to utility-scale solar 
arrays. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Lawson 
Niotaze, KS 67355 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
              

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
              

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

I am so concerned about the earthquakes that have happened. Also, in Lawrence, some people have had their 
wells contaminated by fracking. Sunshine we've got! Wind, too. Let's make the change. Thanks! 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Edith Williams 
Lawrence, KS 66044 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Patrice Scully 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Harvey 
Olathe, KS 66062 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
   

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Post 
Osawatomie, KS 66064 



   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

   

                 
               

              
                    

                  
                

                 
      

                   
      

                    
                

             
                 

                
         

                  
                 

             
                

              
 

                  
                   

                
               

          

                  
                

               
               

                 
                  

 

 

  
    

Dear County Commissioners. 

Utility-scale solar will bring Kansans a better quality of life by reducing electricity prices and pollution while 
diversifying rural economies and avoiding the worst effects of climate change. Large scale solar benefits 
struggling local communities significantly, and county commissions shouldn’t put setback, size cap or other 
arbitrary barriers on solar investment in Kansas. The people of Kansas know how pressing it is to act on climate. 

Investing in clean energy not only means cutting climate pollution, it also means job creation, cleaner air and 
water for communities and wildlife, and more affordable, reliable energy for Kansans. To achieve these goals, 
we need to ensure that utility-scale solar and wind projects meet community energy needs while protecting the 
rich conservation resources in our state. 

Kansas is known for our renewable wind energy resources, yet our similar potential for solar has been slow to 
develop. Key solar figures in Kansas: 
- 44th in the nation for installed solar, though we are tied for 8th best solar resources with UT and FL 
- Generation from small-scale (less than 1 megawatt), mostly rooftop solar panels, was slightly less than the 
amount of solar power from the state's six utility-scale solar farms in 2020. 
- Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas in pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity 
and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable 
energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and mine sites. 

More than eleven million acres of low-impact land in Kansas is suitable for wind development according to The 
Nature Conservancy’s Site Wind Right study. Utility scale solar can also be deployed in these areas alongside 
pollinator friendly habitats that support biodiversity and improve ecological resources, including nearby crop 
yields. Solar projects can also be deployed at renewable energy potential on contaminated lands, landfills and 
mine sites, which the Environmental Protection Agency has mapped, including dozens of places throughout 
Kansas. 

We cannot put an arbitrary cap on the size of utility-scale solar projects but should carefully examine each 
project to ensure it is in line with our goals. Counties and developers should hold multiple listening sessions and 
public hearings with local residents and stakeholders before approving utility-scale solar to ensure that the clean 
energy transition benefits the community equitably. Developers should work with local landowners to use the 
solar array site for agri-voltaic or pollinator-friendly practices, where appropriate. 

Large-scale solar is a necessary component of affordable, clean, and reliable power in Kansas. We must invest in 
large solar projects (without arbitrary size limits) to receive the financial investment that our county needs. 
Utility-scale solar meets Kansas peak energy needs (morning and early evening) through economies of scale. 
Utility-scale solar has numerous affordability and reliability benefits that can replace coal while reducing prices 
for customers, especially when coupled with storage. It is only due to outdated policy barriers that Kansas 
utilities still allow expensive coal units to generate 40% of the state’s power, and those policies are changing 
fast. 

Sincerely, 

Jon Wood 
Overland Park, KS 66207 




