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January 23, 2017
Scott Tener, PE
Environmental Specialist
FAA, Central Region Airports Division
901 Locust Street, Room 364
Kansas City, Missouri 641065
Re: Protected Species Habitat Assessment for the Release for Redevelopment (Areas 1-3) in
Johnson County, Kansas
Burns & McDonnell Project No. 95122
Dear Mr. Tener:
On behalf of Johnson County Airport Commission (JCAC), Kansas, Burns & McDonnell
Engineering Company, Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) completed a desktop habitat assessment for
the proposed Release for Redevelopment (Areas 1-3) associated with the Johnson County
Airport (Project) (Appendix A; Figure A-1).
Burns & McDonnell conducted a desktop and in-field evaluation to determine if the Project
would affect species under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
protected by the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531), Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 U.S.C. 668), and Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C.
703). In addition, potential impacts of the Project to state-protected species under the jurisdiction
of the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) were evaluated.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The JCAC is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) in support of Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) requirements to release property dedicated to aeronautical use for
redevelopment at the New Century AirCenter (IXD) in Olathe, Kansas. The EA will assess
potential direct and indirect effects of a preferred concept for redevelopment of approximately
681 acres at IXD. The property, owned by Johnson County, Kansas, would be leased to an
independent developer for commercial/industrial use. A portion of the 681 acres was previously
designated for development of a parallel runway, but due to unsupported aviation demand, the
JCAC has decided to proceed with release of the land reserved for the parallel runway and
associated airfield support for development as non-aviation uses.
The three areas (Appendix A; Figure A-2) proposed for development are described as follows:
Area 1 – Loosely bounded by 151st Street on the north, the existing airport boundary on the east
and west, and North Loop Road and the Runway Protection Zone for Runway 18-36 on the
south.
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Area 2 – Loosely bounded by Runway 4-22 on the northwest, South Clare Road and the existing
Airport boundary on the east, Little Bull Road/West 167th Street/airport boundary to the south,
and Runway 18-36 on the west.
Area 3 – Loosely bounded by the Runway Protection Zone for Runway 18-36/West 175th Street
on the north, Cedar Niles Road on the east, East Santa Fe Street on the south, and Little Bull
Creek on the west.
New Century AirCenter is located at Latitude: 38° 49′ 51″ N and Longitude: 94° 53′ 25″ W and
is a joint civil-military general aviation airport located four miles southwest of the central
business district of Olathe, Kansas. The current use of the parcels designated for redevelopment
is primarily agricultural with some areas of open pasture (Areas 1 and 2). The parcels include an
empty commercial lot (Area 3), and abandoned military infrastructure, including a portion of a
former runway and three former munitions storage bunkers (Area 2).
ANALYSIS
Protected species potentially occurring near the Project were identified using the USFWS
Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) website (Appendix B) and KDWPT County
by County List of Endangered and Threatened Species. The IPaC report indicated that three
species protected by the ESA are known or likely to occur near the Project (Table 1). In addition,
bald eagles, protected by the BGEPA, and a variety of birds protected by the MBTA may also
occur near the Project. The KDWPT identified nine threatened and five endangered species as
potentially occurring in Johnson County. Additionally, state protected critical habitat is present
in Johnson County for seven species (Table 2).
Table 1: Federally Protected Species With the Potential to Occur in the Project Area
Common Name
Bald eagle

Scientific Name
Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Federal Protection Status
BGEPA

Mead’s milkweed

Asclepias meadii

Threatened

Northern long-eared bat

Myotis septentrionalis

Threatened

Pallid sturgeon

Scaphirhynchus albus

Endangered

Source: USFWS IPaC, https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/; Accessed October 11, 2016 (Appendix B).
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Table 2: State Protected Species With the Potential to Occur in Johnson County, Kansas

American burying beetle

Nicrophorus americanus

Endangered

Critical Habitat
Within the County
No

Eastern spotted skunk

Spilogale putorius

Threatened

No

Flathead chub

Platygobio gracilis

Threatened

Yes

Least tern

Sterna antillarum

Endangered

Yes

Pallid sturgeon

Scaphirhynchus albus

Endangered

No

Piping plover

Charadrius melodus

Threatened

Yes

Plains minnow

Hybognathus placitus

Threatened

Yes

Shoal chub

Macrhybopsis hyostoma

Threatened

Yes

Sicklefin chub

Macrhybopsis meeki

Endangered

No

Silver chub

Macrhybopsis storeriana

Endangered

Yes

Snowy plover

Charadrius alexandrinus

Threatened

No

Sturgeon chub

Macrhybopsis gelida

Threatened

Yes

Topeka shiner

Notropis topeka

Threatened

No

Western silvery minnow

Hybognathus argyritis

Threatened

No

Common Name

Scientific Name

State Protection
Status

Source: KDWPT, http://ksoutdoors.com/Services/Threatened-and-Endangered-Wildlife. October 12, 2016
(Appendix B).

Bald Eagle
The BGEPA prohibits unauthorized take of bald eagles. Bald eagles winter in Kansas and may
roost in mature trees near or around perennial waterbodies. The Project is not near any large
reservoirs or waterbodies that are likely to concentrate bald eagles or provide nesting habitat.
The Project is not likely to adversely affect the bald eagle; however, the USFWS Kansas
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Ecological Services Field Office would be consulted if a bald eagle nest is observed near the
Project. No impacts to bald eagles are expected.
Mead’s Milkweed
The Mead’s milkweed is a federally threatened prairie plant that requires undisturbed, latesuccessional tallgrass prairies. Evaluations of the Project areas did not locate any habitat that
meets these requirements. The Project is dominated by highly impacted cattle pasture ground;
row-cropped agricultural areas; isolated, small, early successional woodlands; and wooded fence
rows. Correspondence from the USFWS (Appendix B) indicates that native grasslands or hay
meadows may support this species. The habitats present within the Project are not likely to
support the Mead’s milkweed. The Project will have no adverse effect on the Mead’s milkweed.
Northern Long-eared Bat
The northern long-eared bat is a federally threatened species. Northern long-eared bats hibernate
during winter in caves or abandoned mines. During the summer, these bats inhabit wooded areas
and typically roost under loose bark on dead or dying trees or on man-made structures. The few
woodlands and wooded fence rows within the Project areas did not contain species of trees
suitable for supporting the northern long-eared bat. No dead or dying trees with exfoliating bark
were observed within the Project areas. The Project is not likely to adversely affect the northern
long-eared bat.
Pallid sturgeon
The pallid sturgeon is a federally endangered species that is found in large flowing waterbodies,
such as the Missouri River. The Project is not near the Missouri River or any immediate
tributaries and will not impact any large flowing waterbodies. All best management practices
(BMPs) for construction would be implemented in accordance with other permitting for the
Project. The Project will have no adverse effect on the pallid sturgeon.
State Protected Species
The 14 species listed as threatened and endangered at the state level for Johnson County are all
habitat specialists or require flowing waterbodies or reservoirs. The Project is dominated by
highly impacted cattle pasture ground; row-cropped agricultural areas; isolated, small, early
successional woodlands; and wooded fence rows. These habitat are not likely to support species
such as the American burying beetle or eastern spotted skunk. The Project will have no adverse
effect on the American burying beetle or eastern spotted skunk.
The Project is not near the Missouri River or any immediate tributaries and will not impact any
large flowing or standing waterbodies. All best management practices (BMPs) for construction
would be implemented in accordance with other permitting for the Project. Impacts to flathead
chub, least tern, pallid sturgeon, piping plover, plains minnow, shoal chub, sicklefin chub, silver
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chub, snowy plover, sturgeon chub, Topeka shiner, or western silvery minnow are not
anticipated due to a lack of suitable habitat. The Project will have no adverse effect on these
species.
State designated and protected critical habitat for seven species listed as threatened or
endangered may be located in Johnson County, Kansas. However, there is no suitable habitat for
supporting any state protected species in the Project areas and there is no identified critical
habitat within the Project Areas.
Correspondence from the KDWPT during Project scoping efforts stated that the results of their
review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; therefore, no
special mitigation measures are recommended. The Project will not impact any public
recreational areas, nor could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed threatened or
endangered species or species in need of conservation. No KDWPT permits or special
authorizations will be needed if construction is started within one year, and no design changes
are made in the project plans (Appendix B).
Migratory Birds
The MBTA prohibits the take of migratory birds and their eggs, young, or active nests. The
Project primarily crosses agricultural areas that would not be suitable nesting habitat for
migratory birds. Impacts to migratory birds could be avoided in woodland, grassland, and other
areas if clearing of natural habitat is avoided during the nesting period of most migratory birds
(March through June). If seasonal clearing is not possible, nest surveys could be conducted to
locate active nests. Construction activities would be avoided near these active nests until the end
of the breeding season. With the implementation of these measures, the Project is not likely to
adversely affect migratory birds.
CONCLUSIONS
The Project primarily crosses agricultural fields and pasture, and is adjacent to considerable
existing development. Impacts to protected species would be avoided as a result of the lack of
habitat in the Project areas capable of supporting those species. If eagles were observed nesting
near the Project during construction, the USFWS would be contacted for additional consultation.
Additionally, overall habitat impacts would be minimized through seasonal vegetative clearing
and avoiding disturbance of areas that may provide habitat for migratory birds, such as streams
and wetlands.
If you have any questions regarding the report, you may contact me at (816) 349-6770 or
bgasper@burnsmcd.com at your convenience.
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Sincerely,

Bryan R. Gasper
Senior Environmental Scientist
Burns & McDonnell
Attachments:
Appendix A - Figures
Appendix B - Agency Consultations
cc: Shari Cannon-Mackey, Burns & McDonnell
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APPENDIX B -AGENCY CONSULTATIONS

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Kansas Ecological Services Field Office
2609 ANDERSON AVENUE
MANHATTAN, KS 66502
PHONE: (785)539-3474 FAX: (785)539-8567

Consultation Code: 06E21000-2017-SLI-0013
Event Code: 06E21000-2017-E-00013
Project Name: New Century Airport

October 11, 2016

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of
your proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills
the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can
be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.
The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.
A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.
If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.
Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
Attachment
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: New Century Airport

Official Species List
Provided by:
Kansas Ecological Services Field Office
2609 ANDERSON AVENUE
MANHATTAN, KS 66502
(785) 539-3474

Consultation Code: 06E21000-2017-SLI-0013
Event Code: 06E21000-2017-E-00013
Project Type: TRANSPORTATION
Project Name: New Century Airport
Project Description: New Century Airport
Please Note: The FWS office may have modified the Project Name and/or Project Description, so it
may be different from what was submitted in your previous request. If the Consultation Code
matches, the FWS considers this to be the same project. Contact the office in the 'Provided by'
section of your previous Official Species list if you have any questions or concerns.

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 10/11/2016 08:24 AM
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: New Century Airport

Project Counties: Johnson, KS

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 10/11/2016 08:24 AM
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: New Century Airport

Endangered Species Act Species List
There are a total of 3 threatened or endangered species on your species list. Species on this list should be considered in
an effects analysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain
fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species. Critical habitats listed under the
Has Critical Habitat column may or may not lie within your project area. See the Critical habitats within your
project area section further below for critical habitat that lies within your project. Please contact the designated FWS
office if you have questions.
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Fishes

Status

Pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus

Endangered
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Population: Wherever found
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Flowering Plants
-

Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii)

Threatened

Population: Wherever found

Mammals
7

Northern long-eared Bat (Myotis

Threatened

septentrionalis)
Population: Wherever found

L_

I

I

I

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 10/11/2016 08:24 AM
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: New Century Airport

Critical habitats that lie within your project area
There are no critical habitats within your project area.

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 10/11/2016 08:24 AM
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Kansas Ecological Services Field Office
2609 Anderson A venue
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

January 20, 2017
Shari Cannon-Mackey, CEP, ENV SP
Bums & McDonnell
RE: Release of Property for Redevelopment, New Century AirCenter, Johnson Co.
FWS Tracking# 2017-CPA-0144
Dear Ms. Cannon-Mackey:
This is in response to your letter dated December 16, 2016, received on December 21, 2016
requesting comment on the proposed release ofproperty dedicated to aeronautical use, for
redevelopment of approximately 681 acres at IXD. The project is located at Latitude: 38° 49'
51" N and Longitude: 94° 53' 25" W.
In accordance with section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, it has been determined that the
federally-listed Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii) may occur in the project area. If the
project may affect listed species, the federal funding/permitting agency should initiate section 7
consultation with this office.

If warm season, native grasslands or hay meadows are present and will be disturbed or removed
by the project, we recommend that a qualified botanist inspect the proposed site in early June to
determine the presence of suitable habitat and the federally-listed plant species prior to ground
disturbing activities. If these plants are present within the project boundaries, project
construction may adversely affect the species. The Kansas Biological Survey, 2041 Constant
Avenue, Lawrence, Kansas 66047-2906, (785) 864-1538 maybe contacted for assistance in
determining the necessity of and protocols for plant surveys.
If a permit from the Corps of Engineers is required, the USFWS will be given the opportunity to
review the public notice on the proposed action and provide additional comments at that time.
Section 404 guidelines require the sequence of avoidance of impacts, minimization of impacts
and compensation for unavoidable impacts. When we review the public notice we will request
information on alternatives considered, how the project avoided and minimized impacts to
aquatic ecosystems, and the compensatory mitigation proposal, if one is required by the Corps.
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act prohibits the taking, killing, possession, and transportation,
(among other actions) of migratory birds, their eggs, parts, and nests, except when specifically
permitted by regulations. While the Act has no provision for allowing unauthorized take, the
USFWS realizes that some birds may be killed during project construction even if all known

reasonable and effective measures to protect birds are used. The USFWS Office of Law
Enforcement carries out its mission to protect migratory birds through investigations and
enforcement, as well as by fostering relationships with individuals, companies, and industries
that have taken effective steps to avoid take of migratory birds, and by encouraging others to
implement measures to avoid take of migratory birds. It is not possible to absolve individuals,
companies, or agencies from liability even if they implement bird mortality avoidance or other
similar protective measures. However, the Office of Law Enforcement focuses its resources on
investigating and prosecuting individuals and companies that take migratory birds without
identifying and implementing all reasonable, prudent and effective measures to avoid that take.
Companies are encouraged to work closely with Service biologists to identify available
protective measures when developing project plans and/or avian protection plans, and to
implement those measures prior to/during construction or similar activities.
Please notify this office with the results of any surveys for Meads milkweed, so that we may
determine whether there may be any impacts to these species. Thank you for this opportunity to
comment on the proposal. If we can be of any further assistance, please call Ms. Michele
McNulty, of this office, at 785-539-3474 ext. 106.
Sincerely,

r M~m~
Jason Luginbill

cc: KDWPT, Pratt, KS (Ecological Services)
Kansas Biological Survey, (Delisle), Lawrence, KS
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Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Species

Critical

Non-Critical

STURGEON CHUB Macrhybopsis gelida
State: Threatened Federal: Candidate Critical
Habitat: Yes

PALLID STURGEON Scaphirhynchus albus
State: Endangered Federal: Endangered Critical
Habitat: No

SHOAL CHUB Macrhybopsis hyostoma
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
Yes

SICKLEFIN CHUB Macrhybopsis meeki
State: Endangered Federal: Candidate Critical
Habitat: No

PLAINS MINNOW Hybognathus placitus
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
Yes

WESTERN SILVERY MINNOW Hybognathus argyritis
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
No

FLATHEAD CHUB Platygobio gracilis
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
Yes

TOPEKA SHINER Notropis topeka
State: Threatened Federal: Endangered Critical
Habitat: No

SILVER CHUB Macrhybopsis storeriana
State: Endangered Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
Yes

SNOWY PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
No

LEAST TERN Sterna antillarum
State: Endangered Federal: Endangered Critical
Habitat: Yes

EASTERN SPOTTED SKUNK Spilogale putorius
State: Threatened Federal: N/A Critical Habitat:
No

PIPING PLOVER Charadrius melodus
State: Threatened Federal: Threatened Critical
Habitat: Yes

AMERICAN BURYING BEETLE Nicrophorus
americanus
State: Endangered Federal: Endangered Critical
Habitat: No

Species In Need of Conservation (SINC)

Critical

Non-Critical

SMOOTH EARTH SNAKE Virginia valeriae

Prairie Mole Cricket Gryllotalpa major
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State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: Yes

State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No

REDBELLY SNAKE Storeria occipitomaculata
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: Yes

River Shiner Notropis blennius
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Black Tern Chlidonias niger
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Timber Rattlesnake Crotalus horridus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Tadpole Madtom Norturus gyrinus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Blue Sucker Cycleptus elongatus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Eastern Hognose Snake Heterodon platirhinos
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Fawnsfoot Mussel Truncilla donaciformis
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Common Shiner Luxilus cornutus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Johnny Darter Etheostoma nigrum
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
CHESTNUT LAMPREY Ichthyomyzon castaneus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulean
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomas vociferus
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
Fatmucket Mussel Lampsilis siliquoidea
State: SINC Federal: N/A Critical Habitat: No
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Gasper, Bryan R.
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cannon-Mackey, Shari
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 6:39 PM
Gasper, Bryan R.
FW: KDWPT review, Proposed Release of Property for Redevelopment, Johnson County
(Track# 20040342-2)

Hey – I know you helped out with the T&E review for Johnson County New Century AirCenter – here is the scoping
response from KDWPT. Would you prepare a memo outlining your field observations?
Thanks much
Shari Cannon‐Mackey
Burns & McDonnell

From: Pounds, Samantha [KDWPT] [mailto:Samantha.Pounds@KS.GOV]
Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2017 5:00 PM
To: Cannon‐Mackey, Shari <scannonmackey@burnsmcd.com>
Subject: KDWPT review, Proposed Release of Property for Redevelopment, Johnson County (Track# 20040342‐2)
Dear Shari Cannon-Mackey,

We have reviewed the information for the proposed Release of Property for Redevelopment (Areas 1-3) in
Johnson County, KS (Sec 18 T14S R23E) . The project was reviewed for potential impacts on crucial wildlife
habitats, current state-listed threatened and endangered species and species in need of conservation, and Kansas
Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism managed areas for which this agency has administrative authority.

We provide the following comments and general recommendations, when applicable:
 Avoid impacts to existing streams and rivers, adjacent riparian zones, wetlands, and native prairie and
woodland areas.

 Minimize all bank or instream activity, particularly during general fish spawning season (March 1 – Aug. 31).
 Incorporate principles of low impact development (LID), such as permeable asphalt pavement, porous
concrete, swales, bioretention, or raingardens. More info. on LID: http://www.epa.gov/owow/NPS/lid/

 Implement and maintain standard erosion-control Best-Management-Practices during all aspects of
construction by installing sediment barriers (wattles, filter logs, rock ditch checks, mulching, or any
combination of these) across the entire construction area to prevent sediment and spoil from entering
aquatic systems. Barriers should be maintained at high functioning capacity until construction is completed
and vegetation is established. For more information, go to: http://www.kdheks.gov/stormwater/#construct

 Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees.
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Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; therefore, no special
mitigation measures are recommended. The project will not impact any public recreational areas, nor could we
document any potential impacts to currently-listed threatened or endangered species or species in need of
conservation. No Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism permits or special authorizations will be needed if
construction is started within one year, and no design changes are made in the project plans. Permits may still be
required from other agencies, and we recommend consultation with all other applicable regulatory authorities.

Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically change, if
construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are made in the project plans, the
project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued applicability of this assessment report. For our
purposes, we consider construction started when advertisements for bids are distributed.

Please consider this email our official review for this project. Thank you for the opportunity to provide these
comments and recommendations. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about the preceding
information.
Please direct all review materials electronically to kdwpt.ess@ks.gov to streamline the review process for all parties.

Samantha Pounds
Ecologist, Ecological Services Section
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism
Pratt, KS 67124
Office: (620)672‐0792
Cell: (620)388‐6061
**Please note my email address has changed to samantha.pounds@ks.gov**
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