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JOHNSON COUNTY AIRPORT COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 28, 2021 - 9:00 A.M. 

Zoom Teleconference 

Airport Commission 

Present: Weisenburger, Harris, Kissinger, Lehman, Moore, Spence, 
Wittenborn 

Dunham, Hails, Johnson, Otto, Schoenhofer 

Others: Shirley Allenbrand, County Commissioner 6th District 
Joe Conner, Assistant County Manager 
Diane Wicklund, Johnson County Planning Staff 
Sean Pendley, Johnson County Planning Staff 
Michelle Leininger, Johnson County Planning Staff 

Chairman Weisenburger called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. March 24, 2021 Meeting and March 30, 2021 Special Meeting 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 24, 2021 MEETING AND MARCH 30, 2021 SPECIAL MEETING AS PRESENTED. 
APPROVED (5-0) 

II. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

No report given. 

Ill. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A. Executive Director Report 

Mr. Otto explained that USPS has recognized all of the county owned land as the boundaries of 
New Century AirCenter as being part of the New Century zip code. He further explained that 
some of those properties were previously under Gardner or Olathe zip codes and both cities 
agreed to the change for continuity purposes. 

Mr. Otto also updated the commissioners on the progress being made under the current KDOT 
Rail Grant. 
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Mr. Otto brought a potential sublease to the attention of the commissioners for 561 Sumner 
Way. He explained that this sublease would be a manufacturer that would plan to move in by 
summer. The current ground lease only allows for office or distribution uses currently. He 
stated that the manufacturing use of the property would be consistent with current airport 
compatibility and would allow for some revenues to flow through. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO AUTHORIZE THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO CONSIDER, REVIEW, AND APPROVE FOR 561 SUMNER WAY A PROPOSED 
SUBLESSEE'S USE OF THE PROPERTY FOR MANUFACTURING PURPOSES SO LONG AS SUCH USE IS 
SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS THAT DO NOT INTERFERE WITH NEW CENTURY AIRCENTER BUSINESS PARK 
OR AIRFIELD OPERATIONS AND WHICH OTHERWISE COMPLY WITH THE LEASE. APPROVED (5-0) 

B. Deputy Director Report 

Mr. Peet informed the commissioners that Taxiway A construction at Johnson County Executive 
Airport began this week. He also explained that a previous obstruction of a tree near Executive 
Airport was corrected by working with Johnson County Parks and Recreation Department to top 
off that tree. 

Commissioner Kissinger joined the meeting at 9:05 am. 

Commissioner Lehman joined the meeting at 9:06 am. 

IV. FINANCIALS 

A. Summary of Financials 

Mr. Schoenhofer made additional comments and submitted written financial documents for 
March 2021 expenditures. 

Chairman Weisenburger questioned the water revenue and why we could be experiencing a 
downturn. Mr. Otto informed the commissioners about an active project to investigate the 
accuracy of the water meters and potential replacement of some meters that were past their 
service life and could be causing inaccurate readings. 

Mr. Otto stated that the costs for the water damage repairs at 600 New Century Parkway 
building would be reviewed at the May meeting. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. WITTENBORN AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO RATIFY THE MARCH 
2021 EXPENDITURES AS PRESENTED. APPROVED (7-0} 

Mr. Schoenhofer presented the Performance Measures scorecard and dashboard to the 
commissioners. He explained this as a county wide initiative to have a visual representation of 
outcomes-based targets for each department or agency. He explained that the four 
perspectives or main concerns chosen by Airport leadership were financial stability, the 
customer, operational effectiveness, and employee engagement. 
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Mr. Schoenhofer displayed a representation of the stoplight ratings used in the dashboard for 
the commissioners to see. He explained that the stoplight ratings of red, yellow, and green will 
allow the viewer easy interpretation of how the department is doing against the targets of their 
key performance indicators. 

Commissioner Spence commented that he would like to see leading indicators for some of these 
KPls in order to see changes before they happen. Mr. Otto stated that these Performance 
Measures are in the early stages of development, and staff will have opportunity to make 
updates in the future. 

Mr. Schoenhofer continued his presentation by covering the yearly internal audit results. He 
explained that this yearly audit came about from the 2017 Performance Audit which called for a 
yearly checkup to ensure that proper internal controls were still in place and monitor on a yearly 
basis. He explained that one item was found in this year's audit that uncovered a historic 
procedure that does not have the proper internal controls. This item will be addressed and 
procedure improved. 

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Consider recommending approval of City of Gardner Application No. FP-20-14. for a Final Plat for 

Copper Springs Meadows. 1st Plat. located nearby the southwest corner of 159th Street and Moonlight 

Road, Gardner, Kansas 

Chairman Weisenburger opened the public hearing for this application. 

Ms. Wicklund presented the staff report from the Johnson County Planning Department. She 

explained that the request is to approve the Final Plat and is within the airport interest area. 

The City of Gardner approved the Final Plat in February 2021. The final plat does match the 

preliminary plat. Staff recommends approval with stipulations as presented. 

Todd Allenbrand, applicant, stated that the applicant agrees with the staff report. 

No public comments were heard. Public hearing was closed for this application. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

OF CITY OF GARDNER APPLICATION NO. FP-20-14, FOR A FINAL PLAT FOR COPPER SPRINGS 

MEADOWS, 1 sr PLAT, LOCATED NEARBY THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 159TH STREET AND MOONLIGHT 

ROAD, GARDNER, KANSAS, FOR THE REASONS AND SUBJECT TO THE STIPULATIONS RECOMMENDED 

IN THE STAFF REPORT. APPROVED (7-0) 

Ms. Wicklund stated that the item would be before the Board of County Commissioners on May 
27, 2021 at 9:30 am at 111 S. Cherry St, Olathe, Kansas. 

b. Consider recommending approval of City of Gardner Application No SP-20-09, for a site plan for a 

new commercial building for Freddy's restaurant located at the northeast corner of West Main Street 
and North Cedar Street, Gardner, Kansas. 

Chairman Weisenburger opened the public hearing for this application. 
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Ms. Leininger presented the staff report from the Johnson County Planning Department. She 

explained that the request is to approve the Site Plan and is outside the airport interest area. 

The City of Gardner approved the Site Plan in February 2021. The Airport staff has reviewed the 

plans and has no concerns with the application as presented. Staff recommends approval with 

stipulations as presented. 

Austin Lage, applicant, stated that he had no other comments. 

No public comments were heard. Public hearing was closed for this application. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MS. LEHMAN TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
OF CITY OF GARDNER APPLICATION NO. SP-20-09 FOR A SITE PLAN FOR A NEW COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING FOR FREDDY'S RESTAURANT LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF WEST MAIN STREET 
AND NORTH CEDAR STREET, GARDNER, KANSAS, FOR THE REASON AND SUBJECT TO THE 
STIPULATIONS RECOMMENDED IN THE STAFF REPORT. APPROVED (7-0) 

Ms. Leininger stated that the item would be before the Board of County Commissioners on May 
27, 2021 at 9:30 am at 111 S. Cherry St, Olathe, Kansas. 

c. Consider recommending approval of City of Olathe application PR21-0003 for a revised 
preliminary development plan for Fareway Meat Market. located on the northeast corner of 151 st 

Street and Pflumm Road. Olathe, Kansas. 

Chairman Weisenburger opened the public hearing for this application. 

Mr. Pendley presented the staff report from the Johnson County Planning Department. He 

explained that the request is to approve the revised preliminary development plan and is within 

the airport interest area. The City of Olathe approved the revised preliminary development plan 

in April 2021. The revised plan does increase in size but is still compatible. The plan is 

consistent with land designation. The FAA 7460 has been filed but no final determination has 

been reached yet. Staff recommends approval with stipulations as presented. 

Mr. Peet commented that there is currently a backlog with FAA 7460 determinations, due to 

COVID, but sees nothing in the current plan that would cause any issue with the determination. 

Koby Pritchard, applicant, stated that the full development plan would be before the City of 

Olathe in a few days. He also stated that he was available for any further questions. 

No public comments were heard. Public hearing was closed for this application. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF CITY OF OLATHE APPLICATION PR21-0003, FOR A REVISED PRELIMINARY 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR FAREWAY MEAT MARKET, LOCATED ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 15151 

STREET AND PFLUMM ROAD, OLATHE, KANSAS, FOR THE REASONS AND SUBJECT TO THE 
STIPULATIONS RECOMMENDED IN THE STAFF REPORT. APPROVED (7-0) 
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Mr. Pendley stated that the item would be before the Board of County Commissioners on May 
27, 2021 at 9:30 am at 111 S. Cherry St, Olathe, Kansas. 

d. Consider recommending approval of City of Olathe Application No. PR21-0002 for a revised 
preliminary development plan for 1-35 Logistics Park, on approximately 45 acres, located on the 
northwest corner of 159th Street and Old 56 Highway, Olathe, Kansas. 

Chairman Weisenburger opened the public hearing for this application. 

Mr. Pendley presented the staff report from the Johnson County Planning Department. He 

explained that the request is to approve the revised preliminary development plan and is within 

the airport interest area. The City of Olathe approved the revised preliminary development plan 

in March 2021. The revised plan moves the detention pond to the east and designates it as a 

dry detention basin. Staff recommends approval with stipulations as presented. 

Commissioner Moore questioned the lighting being used for parking and structure considering 

the location's alignment with Runway 4/22. Mr. Pendley responded by stating that the plan 

includes lighting for the parking and trailer areas, and that all lighting will be shielded and no 
glare. 

Tom McCary, applicant, voiced his thanks to Johnson County staff for their assistance. 

No public comments were heard. Public hearing was closed for this application. 

Commissioner Wittenborn asked the applicant for an estimate of personnel expected at the site. 

Mr. Mccary stated that th is is a speculative development so the tenant is currently unknown. 

He further stated that they have sized the parking lot for about 400 auto stalls, noting that there 

could be overlap of shifts that increases that. 

Commissioner Wittenborn also asked the applicant about loading docks on both the east and 

west of the building, along with their lighting plans. Mitch Lambeth, applicant, responded by 

stating that there would be downcast wall mounted lighting as well as shielded pole lights. 

Commissioners Moore and Wittenborn both stated concern for the lighting and its' effect on 

pilots landing on Runway 4/22, particularly the approach minimums. They were both concerned 

with low light or bad weather approaches. Mr. Pendley stated that this is a preliminary plan and 

that a final plan would still need to be approved. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
OF CITY OF OLATHE APPLICATION PR21-0002, FOR A REVISED PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 
1-35 LOGISTICS PARK, ON APPROXIMATELY 45 ACRES, LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
159TH STREET AND OLD 56 HIGHWAY, OLATHE, KANSAS, FOR THE REASONS AND SUBJECT TO THE 
STIPULATIONS RECOMMENDED IN THE STAFF REPORT. APPROVED (7-0) 

Mr. Pendley stated that the item would be before the Board of County Commissioners on May 
27, 2021 at 9:30 am at 111 S. Cherry St, Olathe, Kansas. 
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e. Consideration of lease amendment to allow above ground fuel tanks at Fire District #1. 

Mr. Otto explained this lease amendment was for outside above ground storage of fuel for the 

Fire District #1 located at 490 New Century Parkway. This amendment will add standard 

language to their lease for permissible use. 

Chief Dennis Meyer, Fire District #1, made the comment that this would help the fire district 

save on rising fuel costs. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. SPENCE TO APPROVE THE LEASE 

AMENDMENT FOR ABOVE GROUND FUEL TANKS FOR FIRE DISTRICT #1. APPROVED (7-0) 

f. Consider approval of a ground lease for FL2CA Aviation LLC, also known as Hangar 6, at New 
Century AirCenter. 

Commissioner Harris disclosed a conflict of interest and stated he would abstain from both 

discussion and vote. 

Mr. Otto explained this ground lease was for a dual bay hangar located at 446 Highland Drive 

and to take effect on May 1, 2021. He stated that they lease utilizes standard language and has 

no outstanding language to be called out. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE 

GROUND LEASE FOR FL2CA AVIATION LLC, ALSO KNOWN AS HANGAR 6, AT NEW CENTURY 

AIRCENTER. APPROVED {6-0) WITH COMMISSIONER HARRIS ABSTAINING. 

g. Consider recommending approval of Emery Sapp & Sons as selected vendor for reconstruction of 

Taxiway Bravo at Johnson County Executive Airport. 

Mr. Peet explained that the bid process is complete for this project and Emery Sapp & Sons was 

the low bidder. This project will complete the last pavement replacement needed for Executive 

Airport. He stated there were two bidders, with Emery Sapp & Sons coming the closest to the 

the engineering estimate. The engineering estimate came in at $4.513 million while the low 

bidder came in at $4.874 million. He stated the difference is likely due to increase in 

construction costs, but that the difference is only 6%. With FAA allowing a 10% difference, this 

project is still within range for a valid bid. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

OF EMERY SAPP & SONS AS SELECTED VENDOR FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF TAXIWAY BRAVO AT 

JOHNSON COUNTY EXECUTIVE AIRPORT. APPROVED (7-0) 

h. Consideration of lease amendment for Johnson County Wastewater New Century Plant. 

Mr. Otto explained this lease amendment was created to clean up some boundary lines for the 

Johnson County Wastewater property lease. He stated that the current boundary line goes over 

Taxiway A. This amendment would remove that overlap with the taxiway and move the 

boundary lines out in other areas to capture more useable land for the tenant. He stated that 

overall, there is about a 25 ft difference in total leased property which is negligible. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. SPENCE AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO APPROVE THE LEASE 
AMENDMENT FOR JOHNSON COUNTY WASTEWATER NEW CENTURY PLANT. APPROVED (7-0) 

i. Consideration of lease amendment for CAVAir. 

Mr. Otto explained this as being similar to the previous discussion item where the amendment 

will clean up some boundary lines for leased property. The current lease boundary did not 

capture some land where the current building and equipment sit, along with the current parking 

lot. This amendment would move those boundaries around to capture all utilized land properly. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. LEHMAN AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO APPROVE THE 
LEASE AMENDMENT FOR CAVAIR. APPROVED (7-0) 

j. Consider recommending approval of McAnany Construction Inc as selected vendor for New 
Century Street Improvement Project. 

Mr. Otto explained that this project would allow the Airport Commission to complete the street 

repair necessary to hand over the remaining streets to Public Works that the County is willing to 

accept. The bid process was completed and this is the low bidder, which would result in an 

approximate $54,000 per year debt payment. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. HARRIS AND SECONDED BY MR. WITTENBORN TO RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF MCANANY CONSTRUCTION INC AS SELECTED VENDOR FOR NEW CENTURY STREET 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. APPROVED (7-0) 

k. Consider approval of a rail grant submission to the Kansas Department of Transportation. 

Mr. Otto stated that this rail grant was successful for the Airport Commission through the last 

two applications. This application, due the first part of May, would allow the Airport 

Commission to complete Phase 2 of the legacy rail plan. This phase would include I-beam 
replacements, with JCAC match currently estimated at $400,000. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. SPENCE AND SECONDED BY MR. MOORE TO APPROVE THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHORTLINE RAIL GRANT FOR THE 
NEW CENTURY SHORTLINE RAILROAD (JCAX) AS PRESENTED AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE GRANT AND TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED 
DOCUMENTS ON THE BEHALF OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION. APPROVED (7-0) 

Commissioner Allenbrand was given the floor, per request to speak directly to the commission. 

She informed the commissioners about a recent Southwest Transportation Plan Committee she 

is currently working on establishing. This Committee includes all mayors and city managers 

from local cities in District 6, and Aaron Otto would also be joining. She also updated the 
commissioners on the Fire District #1 board, which had some recent additions to help in 

representing every community and city in the Fire District's area. 
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Mr. Otto gave one final update that was previously excluded from his Director's report. He 

asked the commissioners for some guidance regarding next steps for an unresponsive tenant 

who is approaching a plan submission deadline. He explained that Dodson had an approved 

lease for a new hangar to be built near Signature Flight Support. Dodson was given a year delay 

to submit his plans for the hangar, due to COVID. That deadline is approaching as of May 5. Mr. 

Otto stated that staff has reached out to Dodson several times to see if another extension is 

needed but has yet to hear back from the leaseholder. 

Mr. Otto did state that the commission has the right to cancel the lease if the deadline is not 

met, but he would like some guidance on where to go from here. Some options could be to 

cancel the lease after the deadline, allow them another month to respond to the inquiries on 

the extension, or to begin raising rates which would follow suit with a previous tenant who had 

a similar situation. 

Commissioner Wittenborn asked the other commissioners if they would have any issue if he 

reached out to Dodson himself for clarity. The other commissioners voiced no objection to this 

action. Commissioner Wittenborn agreed to reach out to Dodson and report back at the next 

meeting, where further action could be taken if necessary. 

VII. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

No public comments were heard. 

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

No Executive Session was held. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 10:30 am the meeting was adjourned. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MOORE AND SECONDED BY MR. HARRIS TO ADJOURN. 

APPROVED (7-0) 

CHAIRMAN WEISENBURGER ADJOURNED. 
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