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Best TimesThe

THIS & THAT

The Best Times, a bimonthly 
publication of Johnson County 
Government, is mailed at no cost to 
Johnson County residents who are 
60 plus. Subscriptions are available 
for $20 annually for those who do 
not qualify to receive the magazine. 
If you are interested in receiving 
The Best Times, call 913-715-8930.
On the web: The Best Times is 
available online at jocogov.org.

Mission: The Best Times is a 
bimonthly magazine provided for 
all Johnson County residents age 60 
plus, publishing articles that inform, 
challenge, support, entertain and 
persuade.

Contributions to support the 
mission of The Best Times must be 
made payable to The Best Times 
and mailed to the address on the 
far right.

Publishing of letters from readers, 
opinion columns or advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or 
Johnson County Government. 

Director of Public Affairs and 
Communications: Jody Hanson
913-715-0730 
email: jody.hanson@jocogov.org

Editor: Gerald Hay, 913-715-0736                 
email: gerald.hay@jocogov.org
Circulation: 913-715-8930 
Advertising Sales: 
Che’rell Bilquist, 913-715-8920 
email: cherell.bilquist@jocogov.org 
111 S. Cherry Street, Suite 3300  
Olathe, KS 66061 
913-715-8930
800-766-3777 TDD

On the Cover
Mildred Morrison holds a picture taken of the tornado that struck Spring Hill on May 20, 1957. Her farm house was destroyed in the storm.
Cover story photos by Paul Andrews
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Summer park hours begin March 1

S ummer hours of  5 a.m. to 11 p.m. go into effect 
March 1 until Oct. 31 for many Johnson County Park 
and Recreation District parks. 

District parks impacted by the change in hours are:
• Shawnee Mission Park, 7900 Renner Rd., Shawnee 

and Lenexa; 
• Heritage Park, 16050 Pflumm Rd., Olathe;  
• Kill Creek Park, 

11670 Homestead 
Lane, Olathe; 

• Lexington Lake  
Park, 8850 Sun-
flower Rd., De 
Soto; and, 

• Big Bull Creek 
Park, 20425 Sun-
flower Rd., Edger-
ton.

Summer hours for An-
tioch Park, 6501 Antioch 
Rd., Merriam, are 6 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Other district parks 
with year-round dawn-to-dusk hours include: Ernie Miller 
Park, 909 North Kansas 7 Highway, Olathe; Sunflower Na-
ture Park, 103rd Street and Edgerton Road, rural De Soto; 
Thomas S. Stoll Memorial Park, 12500 W. 119th St., Over-
land Park; Camp Branch Glade, 175th Street and Mission 
Road in Aubry Township; Stilwell Community Park, 207th 
Steet and Metcalf Avenue, Stilwell; and, all of the Stream-
way Parks System access points.  

For more information, visit the district’s website at-
jcprd.com or call 913-888-4713. 

Big trucks set to gear up interest

Have you ever wondered what the inside of that big rig 
or tractor looks like? 

Do you have a child or grandkid who loves trucks? 
If so, bring them out to Shawnee Mission Park on April 

13 to explore trucks, tractors, construction and city vehicles 
up close. They can crawl, climb, and sit in the driver’s seat 
and talk with the real life operators of these vehicles.

The Trucks and Big Rigs for Kids, a program for all 
ages, will take place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Theatre 
in the Park complex, 7710 Renner Rd., Shawnee.

The first 100 children at the event will receive a free 
construction worker hat.

Suggested donations of $10 per car attending the event 
will be accepted with proceeds benefitting the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District’s Special Populations/
Special Olympics. 

Diners to enjoy lunch with music 

Soup, Salad and Strolling Strings will treat and greet 
diners from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. April 18 at the 
Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 Marty St., 

Overland Park.
Sponsored by the 50 Plus Department of the Johnson 

County Park and Recreation District, the event features 
lunch of soup, salad and dessert while the Shawnee Mis-
sion North Strolling Strings entertain during the meal. 
Strollers play a variety of stringed instruments, including 
the violin, cello, bass and viola. 

Cost is $16 per person for Johnson County residents, 
$18 for nonresidents for participants registering by April 
11, or $19 per person, $21 nonresidents after that date.

Registrations can be made by calling 913-826-2830 or 
at jcprd.com.
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Paid Advertisement

By Dr. Michael Riley, D.C.
Renuva Back & Pain Centers

Living with knee pain 
can feel like a crippling 
experience. Let's face it, 
your knees aren't as young 
as they used to be and 
playing with the grandkids 
isn't any easier. Maybe your 

knee pain keeps you 
from walking short 

distances, 
going up  

stairs or doing the things 
you enjoy most. Your 
knees may even be affected 
by spinal problems or knee 
issues may throw off your 
spinal alignment and 
posture. 
Nothing’s worse than 
feeling great mentally, but 
physically held back from 
activities because your 
knee hurts and the pain 
won’t go away. 

Do you have any of these 
knee pain conditions?

    •  Arthritis

    •  Cartilage   
     damage

• “Bone-on-bone”

•   Tendonitis

•   Bursitis

•   Crunching sounds

If you're suffering from 
any of these, Renuva’s 
CoreCare™ treatment 
protocol may reduce or 
eliminate your pain.

By using gentle techniques 
in our exclusive CoreCare 
treatment program, we aim  
to release the pressure on 
the nerve. This allows the 
nerve to heal and the 
symptoms to go away.  
Numerous studies have 
shown the therapies we use 
can be effective in helping 
nerve conditions.  

Our gentle CoreCare 
treatments, which include 
Class IV Deep Tissue Laser 
Therapy, work to restore 
the body’s natural ability 
without painful shots, 
drugs or surgery.  

Before the FDA would 
approve Class IV 
Lasers for 
Photobiomodulation 
(PBM) therapy they 
required  evidence 
that it was safe for 
use on humans.  
This lead to studies 
on safety but also 
numerous studies on 

the effectiveness of 
PBM therapy. 

One study by the 
American College of 

Physicians found that 
pain medication and 

steroids were limited in 
improving pain outcomes.  

For patients with chronic 
pain, ACP recommends 
that physicians and patients 
initially select non-drug 
therapies like multidisci-
plinary rehabilitation, PBM 
therapy and spinal manipu-
lation – all of which are 
included in Renuva’s 
5-phase CoreCare 
treatment protocol.

Another study from Lasers 
in Surgery and Medicine 
found that 70% of patients 
who received PBM therapy 
maintained pain relief at 
their one month follow-up 
vs. only 28% of patients 
who received a Lidocaine 
injection.
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What does this offer 
include?

•  An in-depth consultation 
about your knee pain where I 
will listen - really listen - to 
the details of your case.

•  A complete neuromuscu-
lar examination.

•  A full set of digital x-rays 
(if needed).

•  A thorough analysis of 
your exam findings so we 
can start mapping out your 
plan to being pain free. If 
you’re not a candidate, we 
will tell you.

•  Plus, two treatments so 
you can experience this 
amazing therapy.

Call by April 30th and you 
can get everything listed here 
for only $39.

913.815.8608  

The normal price for this type 
of evaluation including digital 
x-rays is $257, so you’re 
saving over $200.

Our office is located on the 
north side of College 
Boulevard  just east of Roe, 
between Granada Lane and El 
Monte Street. 

We want to help you with 
your knee pain!

4400 College Blvd., 
Suite 150

Overland Park, KS 66211

RenuvaCenters.com

A Breakthrough FDA-Approved 
Non-Surgical and Drug-Free 
Pain Treatment Is Now Available!

Call by April 30th:

(913) 815-8608

2 Treatments

$39
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the editor’s view

First, we’d like to say thanks. For 37 years The Best 
Times has been produced with its readers foremost 
in mind. 

In return, we’re heartily appreciative of a grow-
ing readership from Johnson County’s 60-plus generation as 
well as the guidance and story ideas that have been received 
over the years. It’s been a great relationship. We’re even 
surer of that now.

As 2018 ended and 2019 began, we asked five questions 
in the first readership survey since The Best Times changed 
from a newspaper to a magazine format five years ago. 
We’re especially grateful to the many responses, both by 
mail (51 percent) and online (49 per-
cent), that were received for our review. 
Your various comments were equally 
gratifying.

For example, 98 percent of you read 
The Best Times in print. Only five did 
not read the printed magazine. Only six 
respondents read the magazine online on 
the county’s website at jocogov.org. 

Questions on what you like the most, 
like to change and like to see more in the future generated a 
wide range of responses. 

Fifty-eight percent said the magazine did a good job, in-
dicating nothing in the content and mixture of topics should 
be changed. For example,

• 33 percent liked the articles, editorials and human inter-
est stories.
• 30 percent said everything in The Best Times is of inter-
est to them.
• 23 percent appreciated the calendar of events.

Comments from readers supported the magazine’s cov-
erage of county resources for seniors, such as “to your good 
health” and active aging articles, lawn and garden care, 
outdoor activities and county news and events. 

Suggestions included articles about Medicare and So-
cial Security, more veteran stories, historical information 
and trivia about Johnson County along with more senior 
aging topics. The input was duly noted.

Almost all read the magazine in part or in whole, 
saying The Best Times provides a “good mix” of content, 
“all information is helpful,” “don’t fix something that isn’t 
broke,” “continue doing what you’re doing” and that the 
magazine is “good just the way it is.” Several noted they 
read each issue from cover to cover. 

Four online responses disagreed, saying The Best Times 
provides “absolutely nothing,” is “a waste of money, time 
and ink,” is “geared to much older, almost frail population” 
and “it’s for 70 and older. It’s not relevant to me at 61.”

A wide range of changes was suggested by various 
readers. Some wanted to get rid of all paid advertising, but 
keeping the classified ads. 

The Best Times greatly appreciates ALL its advertising. 

Ads are important, but as noted in each issue of the maga-
zine: Publishing of “advertising in (the) magazine does not 
constitute agreement or endorsement by (the) magazine or 
Johnson County Government.” A few complained about ads 
“that appear like articles,” but they are identified as “paid 
advertisement” to avoid any confusion.

The ad revenue is used to offset the rising costs of print-
ing and mailing of The Best Times to an increasing reader-
ship now nearing 71,000 households. The first Best Times 
magazine in May 2014 was mailed to 53,000 households. 
That means the circulation has grown by roughly 33 percent 
in the past five years. 

Readers supported more informa-
tion regarding activities and classes for 
seniors. One noted: “Don’t encourage 
people to stay in their home. It’s isola-
tion and they need to socialize and be 
around others.” Another wanted: “Stories 
about how to live a long and happy life 
and how to age with positivity and fun.”
    To that, we totally agreed.
    So what would readers like to see 

more of in the future? Thirty-nine percent indicated they 
were satisfied with the content “as is.” Comments includ-
ed: “Good way to get down to the nitty-gritty,” “continue 
the excellence,” “more of the same wonderful work,” “it’s 
perfect,” “you’re doing a fine job” and “well balanced, keep 
up the good work.”
    To that, we sincerely say: “thanks.”
    The survey proved The Best Times remains popular with 
general support of its editorial diversity. The results also 
affirmed no immediate desire to change or charge access to 
the magazine. It will remain a FREE bimonthly publication 
by mail and accessible online with a growing readership.
    You should also be assured that we have looked at your 
comments and welcomed input/suggestions at any time. 
Several readers thought the type size was too small. We 
listened! Beginning with this issue, the type size has been 
increased for easier readability.
    With the limited number of space and pages, based on the 
amount of advertising to offset production/mailing costs, we 
have already talked about ways to fine-tune our content to 
meet more of your desires and interests.
    We were informed from and had fun with the survey. We 
also have fun working at The Best Times magazine. A lot 
of that has to do with our purpose and goal of informing 
and supporting Johnson County’s 60-plus residents with the 
hope of the best times ahead for all.
    Cheers to you, from all of us.  
Gerald Hay, editor
Che’rell Bilquist, advertising manager
Jody Hanson, director of public affairs and communications

Readers respond to survey

Survey: 98%
want printed

magazine
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I ntroducing a new service.
From a name you can trust.

All faiths or beliefs are welcome. © 2019 The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society. All rights reserved. 
190311

To see if extended 
stay nursing care is an 

option for you,  
call (913) 397-2900.

Extended stay nursing care provides a range of services to help 
meet your health and personal needs over an extended period 
of time. Nursing care employees are available 24 hours a day to 
assess and attend to individuals’ needs. Extended stay nursing 
care is ideal for those in need of long-term care.  

Going green: Collecting hazardous wastes

Whether you’re cleaning out 
your garage, downsizing, 
moving to a retirement 
community or have been 

inspired by Marie Kondo, we’ve all 
been faced with the question of what to 
do with the chemicals and paint in your 
garage, shed or basement. 

Fortunately, Johnson County res-
idents have two options to help solve 
this problem, and by following them, 
they keep usable and potentially haz-
ardous chemicals out of the landfill.

Since 1993, household hazardous waste (HHW) from 
more than 300,000 Johnson County residents has been 
safely reused, recycled or disposed of through the Johnson 
County Department of Health and Environment’s House-
hold Hazardous Materials Program. This free collection 
program provides an alternative to landfill disposal. 

By appointment only; the service is open year-round to 
all Johnson County residents.

Materials that are accepted for collection include clean-
ing products, pesticides, fertilizers, paint, aerosol cans, sol-
vents, pool chemicals, gasoline and other automotive prod-
ucts, batteries and even fluorescent light bulbs. Materials not 
accepted for collection include asbestos, medicine and items 
such as wood, metal and other regular recyclables.

Johnson County residents can also 
save money and help the environment 
by supporting the Re-blended Paint 
Sale Program. 

Usable paint that is received is 
checked for quality and then separated 
into several different colors. This paint 
is available in five-gallon buckets 
for $10-$25 with the proceeds going 
to support the Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Program. 

Residents of Johnson County can 
schedule a drop off appointment by going 

to jocogov.org and searching for HHW or by calling the John-
son County Department of Health and Environment at 913-715-
6907. 

The city of Olathe also operates a Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility which is free to all Johnson County residents. 
More information can be found by going to olathks.org or by 
calling 913-971-9311.

Do your part in 2019 to help the environment and make 
sure that your chemicals, paint and other items are given a 
second life. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Brandon 
Hearn, environmental health specialist with Johnson Coun-
ty Government, at 913-238-6876 or email brandon.hearn@
jocogov.org.
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In 2018, the Johnson County Area Agency on Aging 
(AAA) Nutrition Programs served 276,000 meals to 
seniors in their homes, at the six senior neighborhood 
centers, and at the six Hy-Vee dining centers where the 

CHAMPSS meals are provided. Almost 32,000 meals were 
served at the neighborhood centers and more than 34,000 
meals were enjoyed by CHAMPSS participants visiting the 
Hy-Vee sites.  

CHAMPSS is a model program started in Johnson 
County that allows seniors to pro-
vide donations and load them on 
a plastic swipe card that they can 
use at partnering Hy-Vee dining 
centers to eat there seven days a 
week from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. More 
than 2,650 seniors incorporated 
CHAMPSS trips into their shop-
ping runs and errands. 

An approved CHAMPSS menu 
allows seniors to select an entrée, 
fruit and vegetable of their choice 
along with bread and low fat milk 
for a suggest donation of $4.00 per 
meal. A variety of breakfast and lunch selections are includ-
ed. CHAMPSS stands for Choosing Healthy Appetizing 
Meal Plan Solutions for Seniors.  

Home-Delivered Meals. Seniors 60 years of age and 
older who are homebound may participate in Johnson 
County AAA Nutrition Programs, along with their spouse of 
any age.  More than 200,000 meals were served last year to 
homebound seniors and their caregiver spouses.  

Seniors in the Home-Delivered Meals Program benefit 
from getting a healthy meal, seeing the friendly face of a 
volunteer and knowing that they are getting a nutritious 
meal daily Monday-Friday. Some clients also choose to get 
a cold breakfast with their hot noon meals Tuesday-Thurs-
day, and increase the amount of nutrition and support they 
get. Almost 1,200 seniors in Johnson County received 

Home-Delivered Meals, some while recovering from hospi-
talization or illness, some as an ongoing support system.   

Neighborhood Senior Centers. Regular participants at 
the neighborhood senior centers say they love playing cards 
and bingo, meeting their friends, exercising, getting out, and 
they enjoy coming together for a good hot meal and good 
times. Last year, 350 seniors joined their friends and neigh-
bors at the neighborhood centers.

Senior Center Benefits Enjoyed Nationwide. Johnson 
County center participants are not 
alone.  More than 10,000 senior 
centers across the nation serve 
more than a million older adults 
each day. Funded initially by the 
Older Americans Act, the program 
is also supported by individual 
participant donations. Senior 
centers are proven to provide 
better health, social interaction, 
and life satisfaction. According to 
the National Council on Aging, 
older adults who participate in 
senior center programs can learn 

to manage and delay the onset of chronic disease by getting 
out, moving, eating right, and having positive interactions 
and connections with others facing similar challenges. They 
experience measurable improvements in their physical, so-
cial, spiritual, emotional, mental, and economic well-being. 
You just learn more and get more from being connected to 
other individuals.   

The intent of Older American Act programs is to help 
older adults remain active, engaged, and independent in 
their communities. Seniors are a social and economic force 
who have spent their lives working and paying into the sys-
tem that supports these programs. Area Agencies on Aging 
across the country provide these programs, which enrich the 
lives of seniors and contribute to their health and well-be-
ing. 

Popular programs offer more than nutrition

• 70 percent of senior center participants are women.  
Half live alone.
• The average age of participants is 75.
• Most center participants average three hours per 
visit and attend one-three times per week.
• In Johnson County, more than 25 percent of 
center participants attend all five weekday meals 
are served.
• 30 percent of center participants have attended 
one-five years and 40 percent have attended five-10 
years or more.
• 53 Meals on Wheels routes depart from centers daily.

• More than 260 volunteers a week, some part of 
teams or groups, deliver meals every week.

There are two important days in your life. The day 
you are born and the day you discover why. Since 
you probably already know your life purpose, why not 
schedule some time to eat, drink and be merry. 

If you could use a good nutritious meal, like to eat, 
meet others, learn something, share some joys and 
find some support, you can find out more about the 
Johnson County AAA Nutrition Programs by calling 
913-715-8891. Volunteer by calling 913-715-8895.

More Nutrition Stats and Facts

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

Participants enjoy good times at the Spring 
Hill Senior Nutrition Center.
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Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
Paid for by Older Americans Act funding

Johnson County
COA lists legislative 
priorities for 2019

The Johnson County Commission on 
Aging (COA) continues to advocate 
for the adoption of the Guardian Assis-
tance Program (GAP), which provides 

access to funds available through Federal Title 
IV-E of the Social Security Act and would al-
low grandparents and/or next of kin to receive 
financial assistance in exchange for caring for 
their grandchild(ren). This would allow the 
foster care system to place children with fam-
ily members who have pre-qualified and help 
keep families together. The COA appreciates 
everyone who has shared input and advocacy 
related to GAP and other issues important to 
seniors and Kansas residents.

In addition to the GAP program, the COA 
has added the statewide expansion of Medic-
aid to its 2019 Kansas Legislative Priorities, 
as well as advocating for the passage of the 
Registered Dental Health legislation which 
would increase access to quality, cost-effective 
dental care for Kansas families. Additionally, 
the COA supports lowering or eliminating the 
sales tax of food in order to make groceries 
more affordable for all Kansans.

Finally, the COA supports the continued 
full funding of the Senior Care Act (SCA) for 
Area Agencies on Aging. State-funded SCA 
services, such as Personal Attendant Care/Bath 
Aide, Housekeeping, Respite Care to give a 
caregiver a break and more, are provided on a 
sliding scale fee basis and essential to helping 
the aging population remain at home longer, 
delaying the need for more costly Medicaid 
Nursing Home Programs.  

The Commission on Aging (COA) will meet at 
9 a.m. (tentatively) Wednesday, March 13, and again 
at 9 a.m. Wednesday, April 10, in the Sunset Drive 
Office Building, Room 1070/1075, 11811 S. Sunset 
Drive, Olathe. For more information, call 913-715-
8860 or 800-766-3777 TDD or visit www.jocogov.
org/coa or www.facebook.com/jocoaging/.

AAA programs are funded by the Older 
Americans Act and state funds through the Kansas 
Department for Aging and Disability Services, 
Johnson County government, agency matching funds 
and individual participant donations.

Silver-Haired delegates advocate 
for seniors in Johnson County  

In 1969, states were encouraged by an act of Congress to create a 
body of seniors who would identify issues important to older adults 
age 60+ and educate their respective state legislative bodies about 
those issues.  

States started adding advocacy groups, and the Kansas Silver- 
Haired Legislature (KSHL) was created in 1982 as a single legislative 
group composed of 125 representatives. All are 60+ years old and are 
elected from their county of residence. Wyandotte, Johnson, Shawnee 
and Sedgwick have six representatives.

The Kansas Silver-Haired Legislature identifies priority concerns 
of Kansans over 60 years of age; develops resolutions designed to 
address those identified concerns; and presents those resolutions to the 
Kansas Legislature and governor as recommendations for state policy. 
KSHL representatives advocate for the KSHL Legislation with state 
legislators, testify at hearings held regarding KSHL Legislation, and 
meet with seniors in their county and district about legislation affect-
ing older adults.

KSHL elections take place every two years. There is no 2019 elec-
tion in Johnson County since six of fewer candidates filed. The John-
son County delegation to the KSHL includes five incumbents with a 
sixth member to be appointed. The delegates are: 
Mary Penrose has a master’s degree in Adult Education and has 
worked in adult education and real estate. She is an advocate for the 
homeless and women’s shelters, and has an interest in the well-be-
ing of seniors and youngsters. She advocates for people to be active, 
informed and connected to community resources. 
Gerald D. Ireland will use his experience and knowledge as an ad-
vocate for the elderly. He is retired from the U.S. Navy and worked 
as a hospital business office manager. He has been a caregiver for his 
parents and is married to an R.N. who specialized in eldercare. He is 
an advocate for healthcare and maintaining the Medicare system.
Jeanie Adkins-Peine is an advocate for grandparent compensation, 
having the grocery tax eliminated and expanding affordable transpor-
tation. She worked with a touring agency in Mexico, has volunteered 
with fourth graders in the Shawnee Mission School District, helped 
veterans in rehab centers, rode with the Patriot Guard at military 
funerals and worked with the elderly and adults with mental health 
issues.
Gary Rex Scott has enjoyed serving on the KSHL as treasurer for the 
last three years and looks forward to continuing to advocate for the 
interests of seniors in Johnson County. He is native Kansan and taught 
32 years in the Shawnee Mission School District and eight years at 
Johnson County Community College.
Katherine Hoffman is a retired administrative assistant from the 
Johnson County District Court, serves on the Commission on Ag-
ing and is involved with the Daughters of Isabella, advocating unity, 
friendship and charity. She is interested in presenting seniors’ con-
cerns and is open to new ideas in support of public needs. 
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Johnson County’s Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) site will help 
local taxpayers until April 13 in the 
Sunset Drive Office Building, 11811 

S. Sunset Drive, Olathe. 
The program is provided by Johnson 

County K-State Re-
search and Extension 
in partnership with El 
Centro for tax payers 
assistance in preparing 
state and federal income 
tax returns. There is no 
charge for returns to be 
completed and e-filed.

The VITA site is 
open on noon – 4:30 
p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursdayand 8:30 a,m, - 
12:30, Saturdays. No ap-
pointment is necessary. 

Returns are completed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For increased conve-
nience, drop-off service has been added. 
Information can be dropped off and complet-
ed returns picked up at a later date.

Spanish language assistance is available. 
Interpreting for the deaf may be available, 
but arrangements must be made several days 
in advance.  

The maximum household income for 
eligibility is $66,000. Taxpayers need to 
bring photo identification, Social Security 
cards for each member of the household, 

and income information (such as W-2’s and 
1099’s). 

Additional documentation needed 
includes last year’s tax return and a check 
to show bank routing number and account 
number to take advantage of direct deposit 

for any refunds.  
Important

• Taxpayers must 
provide documentation 
of health insurance for 
every family member. 
• Health insurance must 
meet the Minimum 
Essential Coverage 
(MEC) requirements of 
the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).
• Proof of MEC may be 
found on a Form 1095-
C if insurance was ob-

tained through a large employer; on Form 
1095-B if insurance is purchased through 
a small employer, purchased on the open 
market, or provided through Medicare or 
Medicaid; or on Marketplace Form 1095-
A, if insurance was purchased through the 
ACA Marketplace.

All VITA tax preparers are trained and 
certifiedvolunteers and receive no compensa-
tion for their service.

For further information, contact the 
Johnson County Extension Office at 913-
715-7000, or visit johnson.ksu.edu.   

Tax help continues to April 13IRS warns
of ‘ghost’
preparers
With the 2019 tax 

filing season now 
under way, the 

Internal Revenue Service 
is warning taxpayers to 
avoid unethical tax return 
preparers, known as ghost 
preparers.

By law, anyone who 
is paid to prepare or assist 
in preparing federal tax 
returns must have a valid 
2019 Preparer Tax Identi-
fication Number, or PTIN. 
Paid preparers must sign 
the return and include 
their PTIN.

But ‘ghost’ preparers 
do not sign the return. In-
stead, they print the return 
and tell the taxpayer to 
sign and mail it to the IRS. 
Or, for e-filed returns, 
they prepare but refuse to 
digitally sign it as the paid 
preparer.

Ghost tax return pre-
parers may also:
• Require payment in 

cash only and not 
provide a receipt.

• Invent income to erro-
neously qualify their 
clients for tax credits 
or claim fake deduc-
tions to boost their 
refunds.

• Direct refunds into 
their own bank ac-
count rather than the 
taxpayer’s account.
The IRS urges tax-

payers to review their tax 
return carefully before 
signing and ask questions 
if something is not clear. 
And for any direct deposit 
refund, taxpayers should 
make sure both the routing 
and bank account num-
ber on the completed tax 
return are correct. 
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New Century Fieldhouse - located near Gardner, KS

551 New Century Parkway  l  New Century, KS

  The 50 Plus Program is seeking individuals who use wheelchairs  
          and are interested in starting an indoor Para-Pickleball program.

Softball league urges seniors to play ball!

As George Bernard 
Shaw was quoted, 
“We don’t stop 
playing because 

we grow old; we grow old 
because we stop playing.” 

The Kansas City Metro 
Senior Softball League has 
grown to become the largest 
member-based senior softball 

league in 
the United 
States, with 
more than 
1,000 men 
and women 
expected 

to play in 2019 in nearly 25 
conferences.  

The league, with scores 
of Johnson County players of 
all ages and playing abilities, 
will open its 30th season with a league-
wide tournament from April 13-14 at 
Black Bob Park in Olathe. Conference 
play will begin the following week in 
men’s, women’s and co-ed leagues with 
action on the Kansas side at Black Bob 
Park and Olathe’s Heritage Park, and 
Roe Park in Overland Park. 

The annual Wes Weddle tourna-
ment, named for the league founder, 
will take place in July at the Johnson 
County Park and Recreation District’s 

Mid-America Sports Complex in Shaw-
nee.  

Conferences are open to women 
age 40 and older with most players in 
their 40s and 50s along with a few in 
their 70s. 

Men’s play is open to ages 35 and 
up with the majority of players in their 
50s, 60s, 70s and even 80s.  

Friends may form teams and join 
the league. Individuals can find teams 
seeking players on the league’s website, 
or may join one of the five draft leagues 

where they will be connected to players 
of all abilities in their age bracket. 

The league encourages people mid-
dle-aged and older to get in the game—
have fun, get fit and make new friends. 

Individuals or teams interested in 
play can find more information and reg-
ister to play at kcseniorsoftball.org.  

Questions may also be directed to 
Bob Reynolds at psychobob@ever-
estkc.net or 913-631-5025 or to Larry 
Hightower at lwhightower17@gmail.
com or at 573-230-3688.    

The Kansas City Metro Softball League, now in its 30th year, features players in their 
60s, 70 and 80s, both men and women, with future tournaments in Johnson County.

Tournament 
set March 22

A 50 Plus Hand and 
Foot Tournament is 
scheduled from 1 to 

4 p.m. March 22 at the Mill 
Creek Activity Center, 6518 
Vista Drive, Shawnee.

Tournament includes 
random partner assignment, 
more than two hours of play 
and prizes for three top teams. 
Refreshments will be served.

Cost is $9 for Johnson 
County residents, $10 nonres-
idents. Cost covers food and 
staff time to administer the 
tournament. 

Register online by visiting 
jcprd.com.  
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Spring chores help to renew soul
extension connection

By Dennis Patton

Being a gardener, it shouldn’t surprise you to hear 
that spring is my favorite season. 

It’s the season of growth and renewal. Therefore, 
it stands to reason that winter is my least favorite 

season. Winter is the dormant season, lacks growth and is just 
plain bleak. Spring brings daily changes of new 
growth in the garden.

This is the time of the year to enjoy the 
sights and sounds the season brings. You 
might consider getting back outside to 
work in the garden. Spring garden-
ing chores take time and energy, 
but it is also about connecting with 
nature — ensuring our piece of the 
world brings joy and happiness. 
Here are a few of my spring chores 
that renew my soul.
Flowering bulbs – A sign of spring

Every fall I say, “No more tulips 
or daffodils.” They require work to 
plant and the color lasts only a few weeks. Come spring, I re-
alize how much I love the pop of color. It inspires me to head 
off to the garden center, and soon I am planting for spring 
renewal.

Spring flowering bulbs require so little and provide 
so much. I like to give them a light fertilization late in the 
winter. The ideal time to fertilize flowering bulbs is when the 
foliage starts peeking out of the soil. Any fertilizer on hand 
will work. A clump of tulips or daffodils requires a teaspoon 
or so sprinkled over the clump and watered into the soil. 
This provides an extra boost of energy for next year.

Another tip for stronger blooms the following year is 
to leave the foliage until it starts to yellow. By the time the 
foliage fades, next year’s flower is already forming. 

A lack of green foliage decreases the life of the bulb as it 
has no way to generate energy for next year. Resist the urge 
to cut off, twist, or tie into bundles to tidy 
the garden. Just let the foliage fade away as 
nature intended. 

Pruning – A renewal for the plant
Call me crazy, and you would not be 

the first, but I love to prune. It is cathartic. 
Just as it renews the plant, it makes me 
happy to know I am helping the plant retain 
its beauty. Pruning is not just retrieving the 
hedge shears from the garage and giving the 
plants a buzz cut. Pruning is more about the 
thoughtful manner in which branches are 
removed to control the shape and promote 
new growth.

Pruning is also all about timing. Spring 
is the ideal time to prune most shrubs and 
trees. The timing for shrubs is based on 

when the plant blooms. Plants that bloom from late winter 
through early May bloom on last season’s growth. Examples 
include forsythia, lilac, oak leaf hydrangeas and viburnums. 
Pruning before flowering will cut off the spring show. Ideally, 
it is best to prune these plants within four to six weeks after 
they finish blooming.

Shrubs that bloom in late May or through-
out the summer set their flower buds on the 

new growth developed this season. These 
plants are best pruned in March 
or early April so the new growth 
develops flower buds for the sum-

mer months. Rose of Sharon, 
butterfly bush, roses and several 
species of hydrangeas fall into 
this category.

Here is a quick tip for prop-
er shrub pruning; either complete-

ly remove old woody canes to the 
ground or cut limbs back to another 

side branch or a bud. The goal is to 
thin and reduce the size. Never shear or just flat top the 
bush.

Growing a spring-green lawn
As the temperatures warm, the lawn starts to waken 

and turn green. Who doesn’t like to have the greenest lawn 
on the block? Here are few tips for being the envy of your 
neighborhood. Spring green starts in the fall with a Novem-
ber application of fertilizer. This application is converted to 
stored food the plants can use as growth begins.

If you missed this application, don’t be in a rush to 
fertilize in late winter or early spring. Fertilizers applied 
at this time will give your lawn a green push but at the 
expense of top growth and the stored reserves in the plant. 
This will weaken its ability to withstand hot summer con-
ditions.

Yes, that’s right, fertilizer applied in the spring does 
little to build up the plant. It goes to top 
growth. A spring application will actual-
ly cause you to mow like crazy. Want to 
be known as the guy on the block that is 
always out mowing? Then I dare you to 
go ahead and fertilize in the spring.

Crabgrass is the exception. It’s best 
controlled in the spring, applying prod-
ucts in late March through mid-April. 
They sometimes contain fertilizer which 
is acceptable but not preferred.

Just writing this article on a cold, 
winter day makes me giddy. Hurry up 
and arrive spring! I am ready to begin my 
spring renewal. 
Dennis Patton is horticulture agent at the Johnson 
County K-State Research and Extension Office.

Hotline provides 
gardening advice

Not for sure what to do 
in the lawn or garden? 

Need a weed or plant 
identified? 

Answers to gardening 
questions are available 
from the Johnson Coun-
ty Extension Gardening 
Hotline by calling 913-715-
7050 or emailing garden.
help@jocogov.org. It’s a 
free service.
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VOLUNTEER! 
VISITOR SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Learn about art, welcome visitors!
More information and application online at nermanmuseum.org; click on “JOIN.”  
Always FREE Admission.

Keith Jacobshagen, Slow Melt with Crows, 2002, oil on canvas, collection Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art

Contact the Education Coordinator 
913-469-8500 ext 4989 
tours@nermanmuseum.org 12345 College Blvd., Overland Park KS

Nerman Museum  
of Contemporary Art

Genealogy fair is good for beginners

 

 
Locally Owned for 27 years. We Repair All Makes 

  Buy 1st Hearing Aid 
  Get the 2nd Hearing Aid 
  for HALF Price  
   Hearing Aids Starting at $695 
   FREE Life Time Service 
   FREE 1 to 3 Year Warranties 

11954 W 95th St Lenexa, KS                           913-888-6336     
www.HearingTodayLaboratory.com 

We are experienced 
real estate agents 

with over 26 years in 
helping seniors sell 

their home. 
Call us today!

Vicky Harmon, SRES 
913.709.5448

Shelley Shatzer, SRES, BROKER 

913.707.4104

I f you have ancestors, or even relatives, you can learn 
how to explore their histories at the 2019 National Gene-
alogy Day Resource Fair from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, March 9, at Johnson 

County’s Central Resource 
Library, 9875 West 87th St., 
Overland Park.

The fair is presented by the 
Johnson County Genealogical 
Society. 

National Genealogy Day is 
observed annually on Saturday 
of the first full week of March. 
This year, for the first time, the 
JCGS is hosting the resource 
fair to share the abundance of 
tools and skill ready to help li-
brary users explore their family 
history.

Anyone can attend the 
event free of charge. Stations 
and activities will be set up around the Central Library. 
Registration is encouraged to ensure ample supplies and 
kits. Register online at  jocolibrary.org/research/genealogy 
or call 913-826-4600. 

“This is an easy way for genealogy beginners to get the 
lay of the land,” JCGS board member Marsha Bennett said. 
“If you’re wondering how to get started in your research, I 
think this is a great event for you!” 

The society also recommends the event for teachers and 
students working on Family Tree assignments.

Here are some of the activities at the resource fair:
• Tours of the library’s genealogy section 
• Get one-on-one help from Society members in our Learn-
ing Lab 
• Pick up a free Genealogy Starter Kit with forms and 
information 
• Visit genealogy group exhibits; learn about genealogy 
software programs; and see Fruits of their Research dis-
plays with examples of family histories, pedigree charts, 
stories and scrapbooks. 
• Attend informative 45-minute sessions scheduled 
throughout the day – check the schedule online in Febru-
ary:

◊ Where to begin your search 
◊ Genealogy DNA 
◊ How to find online genealogy sources 
Membership in the Johnson County Genealogical Society 

is not required to attend. Learn more about JCGS by visiting 
jcgsks.org. 



Your Chairman

Chairman Ed Eilert 
Phone: 913-715-0500 
Email    
Ed.Eilert@jocogov.org

Your Commissioners

Becky Fast
1st District 
Phone: 913-715-0431 
Email   
Becky.Fast@jocogov.org

Jim Allen
2nd District 
Phone: 913-715-0432 
Email    
Jim.Allen@jocogov.org

Steve Klika
3rd District 
Phone: 913-715-0433 
Email   
Steve.Klika@jocogov.org

Janeé Hanzlick
4th District 
Phone: 913-715-0434 
Email    
Janee.Hanzlick@jocogov.org

Michael Ashcraft
5th District 
Phone: 913-715-0435 
Email    
Michael.Ashcraft@jocogov.org

Mike Brown
6th District 
Phone: 913-715-0436 
Email   
Mike.Brown@jocogov.org

The weekly public business sessions of 
the Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners begin at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays in the Johnson County 

Administration Building, 111 S. Cherry 
Street, in downtown Olathe. 

Live coverage of the meetings is  
viewable on the Internet through the 
county’s main website, jocogov.org.

Tunnel project affects traffic 

State of the County set March 26

About eight weeks of construction began Feb. 12 for a tunnel construc-
tion project under Santa Fe St. in downtown Olathe. Drivers in the 
area will encounter a detour route during the project.  

Currently, an underground tunnel runs from the Johnson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Central Booking Facility, 101 N. Kansas Avenue, to the 
Johnson County Courthouse, 100 N. Kansas Avenue. This project will create a 
branch off the existing tunnel leading to the new courthouse, now under con-
struction on the northeast corner of Santa Fe and Kansas Avenue. The tunnel is 
used to securely transport inmates.

The impacted area involves Santa Fe between Chestnut Street and Kansas 
Avenue. Barricades have closed sections of Santa Fe to through traffic at the 
following locations:

1) In the westbound lane just west of Chestnut Street.
2) In both lanes of traffic just west of Cherry Street.
3) In both lanes of traffic just east of Kansas Avenue. 

Detours are redirecting eastbound traffic on Santa Fe south on Kansas 
Avenue, east on Loula Street and north on Chestnut Street back to Santa Fe. 
The detour route for westbound traffic on Santa Fe will take drivers south on 
Chestnut Street, west on Loula Street and north on Kansas Avenue back to 
Santa Fe.

The project should be complete and roads should be back open on April 
18. To stay up-to-date on this project please visitjocogov.org/courthousetun-
nel.

The tunnel is being constructed as a part of the new courthouse project 
which is funded by a quarter cent public safety sales tax voters approved in 
November 2016. 

Ed Eilert, chairman of the Johnson 
County Board of Commissioners, 
will present his 2019 State of 

County Address on Tuesday, March 26, 
at the Olathe Conference Center, 10401 
South Ridgeview Rd.

The event, which is being co-spon-
sored by the Johnson County Public 
Policy Council, will begin with reg-
istration at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be 
served at noon with the program and 
State of County Address to follow. 

Eilert is starting his third four-year 

term as the at-large chairman of the 
Board of County Commissioners..

Tickets to the 2019 State of the 
County program are available by 
contacting local Chamber of Com-
merce offices or the Leawood Chamber 
of Commerce, host organizer for the 
event, at 913-498-1514. 

Cost, which includes lunch, is $35 
per seat or $350 for a corporate table 
with eight seats. 

Registration deadline is noon 
Tuesday, March 19. 
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Experience

Welstone Affordability

6050 Broadmoor Street • Mission, KS 66202 • 913-225-8623 • TheWelstone.com  

 

Join us for an open house!

Please RSVP  913-225-8623
or call to book your personal tour  

 

    No buy-in fee√

 Full amenities√   Individualized 
  Wellness Program

√

No long-term lease√

Thursday, March 7 at 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 11 at 2:00 p.m.
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Severe weather comes with spring

By Keith Davenport

Johnson County Government, 
WaterOne and several cities 
have been using NotifyJoCo for 
six years to keep residents safe 

and informed with quick and reliable 
emergency notifications and public 
service announcements about emer-
gencies and other events happening 
near them. 

Those who live and work in John-
son County can identify up to five 
locations (work, home, or their child’s 
school, for example) for which they 
would like to receive alerts. NotifyJo-
Co alerts individuals about a variety of 
events, ranging from severe weather, 
fires, floods and other emergencies, to 
more routine announcements, such as 

road closures and water utility mainte-
nance, depending on what options are 
chosen in the sign-up process. 

Messages are sent based on the 
chosen preferences — cell phone, SMS, 
home phone and email — to ensure re-
al-time access to potentially lifesaving 
information. 

There are three easy ways to sign 
up for NotifyJoCo alerts:

1. Text NOTIFYJOCO (all one word) 
to 888777 to instantly register for 
countywide alerts via text message 
to your mobile device. Standard text 

messaging rates will apply. 
2. Go to notifyjoco.org and custom-
ize alerts for up to five designated 
locations and select your preferred 
communication methods (phone, text, 
email). You can also opt-in for a vari-
ety of non-emergency messages.
3. Call 913-826-5555 to register for 
alerts if you don’t have access to a 
computer. 

NotifyJoCo is free to the public 
and is used by Johnson County Gov-
ernment, WaterOne and the cities of 
Lenexa, Mission Hills, Olathe, Over-
land Park, Mission, Prairie Village, 
Leawood, Merriam, Roeland Park and 
Shawnee. 
Keith Davenport is social media specialist 
at the Johnson County Manager’s Office.

NotifyJoCo provides emergency notifications

By Trent Pittman

W ith the winter 
we have been 
having it might 
not seem like 

severe weather season is 
right around the corner, but 
it won’t be long until rum-
bles of thunder replace the 
eerie silence of snowfall.

  In fact, Johnson County 
usually gets it first severe 
thunderstorm around mid-
March each year.

2018 was another 
memorable year for severe 
weather in Johnson County. 
A tornado touched down 
on May 2 in Overland Park 
and cut a light damage path 
to Leawood. The EF-1 tornado, as rated by the National 
Weather Service in Pleasant Hill, Mo., had winds as strong 
as 98 mph.

Knowing that severe weather season is right around the 
corner makes this the perfect time to start preparations, and 
this year we will focus an entire week on helping everyone 
to get ready.  

Severe Weather Preparedness Week will be observed 
March 4-8. Each day during the observance we will tackle 
a different severe weather preparedness area, highlighted by 
the state-wide tornado drill and countywide NotifyJoCo test 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, March 5. 

We encourage everyone to use this time to test your 

own severe weather plans, 
make sure your family or 
work organization knows 
the plan and be sure your 
sheltering location is ready. 

In conjunction with the 
siren test, the NotifyJoCo 
mass notification system 
will also have its annual test. 
Login or create an account 
before March 5 at notify-
joco.org to be sure you are 
able to participate in the test.  

Watch for prepared-
ness tips and ideas on 
social media on Twitter: 
@JoCo-emergency and 
Facebook: Johnson County 
Emergency Management, 
March 4-8: 

• Monday: Have a plan
• Tuesday: Tornadoes
• Wednesday: Lightning
• Thursday: Hail and wind (back-up tornado drill day)
• Friday: Flooding
For more information on how to become better pre-

pared, head over to joco72.org. Are you ready to take the 
next step in your preparedness adventure? Consider joining 
one of the Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) 
in Johnson County so you can be prepared to better help 
yourself and your neighbors during a disaster. 
Trent Pittman is assistant director of community preparedness at Johnson 
County Emergency Management and Communications.

Tornado caused damage in Overland Park and Leawood.
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Anatomy of a Severe 
Weather Alert
When severe weather is sighted on the horizon in Johnson County, 
our staff and volunteers act fast to keep you safe. There are lots of 
ways to be notified when severe weather is coming your way - but 
it’s important to make a plan so you’re prepared before it’s too late. 

Be Prepared
Don’t let severe weather catch you by surprise. Make sure you have at least three ways of receiving an 
emergency alert, including weather sirens. 

How a weather alert reaches you
Severe weather is spotted by the 
National Weather Service (NWS) 
radar, or by trained storm spotter 
volunteers, who then 
notify Johnson County 
Emergency Management. 

Johnson County Emergency 
Management (JCEM) activates 
weather sirens in the affected 
area and notifies residents 
through NotifyJoCo.

The NWS notifies broadcast media, 
including TV and radio stations, and 
triggers Wireless Emergency Alerts 
(WEA) to notify all cell phones in 
the affected area. 

Weather sirens will alert 
you to an emergency, 
but don’t depend on 
them as your only alert 
source. Keep in mind 
some rural areas may be 
out of siren range.  

Local TV stations will 
display weather alerts; a 
weather radio (available 
at most grocery stores) 
will turn on in the event 
of severe weather in 
your area.

Sign up for NotifyJoCo 
at notifyjoco.org to 
receive emergency 
alerts. You can receive a 
call, text, or email based 
on your preference.

From first sighting on the radar to 
sirens blaring in your neighborhood, 
the whole weather alert process is 
streamlined to take less than a minute  
in order to alert residents to dangerous 
weather as quickly as possible. 
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cover story

Tornadoes have turned deadly three times

For more than a century, Johnson County has had its 
fair share of tornadoes almost every year, but only 
three tornadoes have been deadly, claiming 11 lives.

The last tornado with fatalities occurred on May 
20, 1957, when a tornado struck Spring Hill at approximate-
ly 7:10 p.m., “leaving a path of death, ruin and destruction in 
its wake” as reported by the Spring Hill New Era newspaper. 
The tornado continued heading northeast across Johnson 
County into Missouri, devastating Ruskin Heights.

Spring Hill residents hid in basements, cellars and clos-
ets. A few found shelter inside a cave. Some fled their homes 
in cars. Most successfully escaped the storm’s wrath, but 
one family didn’t. Isam Davis and his wife, Barbara, along 
with their daughters, Pamela and Tamara, ages 6 and 5, were 
killed. They were last seen by a neighbor running to their car 
when the tornado struck and destroyed their home. 

The newspaper listed the experiences and damages 
suffered by scores of individuals and families affected by 
the tornado, reporting 
the farmhouse of Mr. 
and Mrs. Byron Mor-
rison was “completely 
destroyed,” but the 
family fled before the 
approaching storm and 
was uninjured.

Now 83, Mildred 
Morrison was a 22-year-
old farm wife cooking 
the family’s evening meal when the tornado reached the fam-
ily’s 80-acre farm about eight miles northeast of Spring Hill 
at around 7:30. There was no warning about the severity of 
the approaching storm.

“I was preparing ham and eggs and asked how many 
eggs he wanted. He said, ‘Not now. I want to watch this 
cloud,” she said. “He kept looking outside. He didn’t like 
the way the cloud looked.”

After realizing they were going to be in the heart of the 
storm’s path, the couple loaded their 9-month-old daughter 
into their 1956 Ford and fled their farm. They drove to a 
nearby farm, picking up his father, mother-in-law, sister and 
her two visiting friends.

“We had eight in the car and it was right behind us,” she 
said.

They stayed ahead of the storm by traveling down rural 
roads for about the next 10 minutes or so and escaping harm. 
Upon return to their home, the farm of family members dis-
covered they were spared from major damage. The Morri-
son’s farm wasn’t as fortunate.

‘Picking up dead chickens for days’
“It was memorable. It was not a very good moment. The 

tornado had picked our farmhouse up and set it back down 
hard. It didn’t tear it up. It just moved it off the foundation,” 
she said. “The barn and chicken house were gone. The cows 
jumped the fence to get away. Most of the sow pens were 
torn up and many sows and piglets were killed. We were 
picking up dead chickens for days,” Morrison recalled.

The tractor was found about an eighth of a mile from the 
farm. The family’s pickup truck was nearby.

“It looked like it had been rolled over and over all the 
way until it came to a stop,” she said.

Continued to next page

Mildred Morrison, above, looks over pictures of the 
damage that included homes and vehicles and copies 
of newspaper stories about the tornado that devastated 
Spring Hill and killed a family of four.
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cover story

Tornadoes have turned deadly three times

Continued from page 16
An estimated 21 homes and 18 barns were destroyed in 

Spring Hill and the nearby community of Ocheltree at 199th 
Street and Woodland Road. It also took its toll on the Spring 
Hill Cemetery. 

“The cemetery was a mess,” Morrison said. According 
to the New Era: “Trees were uprooted and shattered, grave 
markers were toppled and broken, and general havoc creat-
ed.”

Damage to property, livestock and public utilities in 
Spring Hill was estimated at $1 million. That’s $8.9 million 
in today’s dollars. 

Back in the 1950s, weather alert systems in Johnson 
County and the metropolitan Kansas City region were still a 
work in progress with only a handful of tornado sirens and 
weather alerts/warnings issued 
mainly by radio from the Nation-
al Weather Service.

When the storm approached 
Spring Hill, Jim Shields of 
Olathe was able to alert residents 
by honking his car horn before 
the community’s tornado sirens 
sounded, lasting until the tornado 
cut the power lines. 

“Most electric clocks in 
Spring Hill were stopped at 
7:20,” according to the New Era.

South Park tornado in 1927
There were no severe weath-

er warning systems in place 
when the South Park community, 

now a part of Merriam, was struck by a tornado on July 16, 
1927, killing four people, including a 12-year-old boy, and 
injuring 23 residents. 

According to Johnson County Museum, the tornado was 
on the ground for only about five minutes, cutting a path 
one-half mile long and several blocks wide through the heart 
of the community, destroying 25 homes and five businesses. 
The storm toppled 85 utility poles, blocking the main roads.

The Olathe Mirror reported: “Livestock and chickens 
wandered about the debris strewn streets and among the 
crowds. They had been liberated by the storm from their 
enclosures. Several persons in South Park were breeders of 
rabbits and these animals hopping about in the wreckage 
added to the eerie effect of the destroyed town.”

According to the museum, one house in South Park 
“tumbled down the block and 
came to a stop on its roof, but 
otherwise intact. Some build-
ings emerged undamaged while 
others nearby were reduced to 
splinters.” One resident reported 
seeing a full glass of milk sitting 
on a table amidst a pile of splin-
tered lumber.

Morse tornado in 1917
A decade before the deadly 

South Park tornado, headlines 
in the Olathe Mirror newspaper 
reported “Cyclone Kills Grand-
mother, Son and Grandson” when 
a tornado struck the small village 

Continued to page 18

Photos/Spring Hill Historical Society

The Spring Hill Cemetery was ‘a mess” after the tornado.

Photos/Johnson County Museum

The South Park tornado destroyed 30 buildings and 
killed four people, including a boy.

Photos/Johnson County Museum

A family of three was killed in the Morse tornado.
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cover story

County has had 43 tornadoes since 1957
Continued from page 17
of Morse, with a population of about 60, on June 7, 1917. 
Morse, located at 154th Street and Quivira Road, is now a 
part of Overland Park. 

The fatalities were Mary Toynbee and her son Albert, 
who was cradling his son Clarence, when their bodies were 
found. According to the newspaper, 
the Toynbee family was well-liked 
and respected by the Morse commu-
nity.

“Mrs. Toynbee was one of the 
biggest chicken raisers in the country, 
having fine barred rock stock. Scores 
and scores were found dead on the 
farm and the feathers plucked cleanly 
from many of them, while a half doz-
en were wandering aimlessly about in 
their nude condition,” a resident stat-
ed in the Olathe Mirror. “The twister 
took barns, chicken houses and the 
garage, leaving a Ford roadster per-
fectly intact minus a head lamp.”

Oddities are often found in the 
aftermath of a tornado.

The Spring Hill newspaper re-
ported one farmhouse near Ocheltree 
was virtually demolished with “only 
one wall of the home being left stand-
ing. Kitchen appliances and other 
furniture, however, was left standing 
in place on the floor.”

“Some weird things can happen 
in tornadoes,” Morrison said. “That’s 
the way they are.”

Tornado traveled 71 miles
The path of the 1957 tornado began in Williamsburg, 

near Ottawa, at approximately 6:15 p.m., moving northeast 
across Kansas, gaining strength before hitting Spring Hill. 
Its population was around 800-850 back then compared to 
more than 5,400 residents today. 

From southern Johnson County, the tornado crossed 
into Missouri, carving a path of destruction in Ruskin 
Heights, Martin City, Grandview, Hickman Mills and part 
of Raytown. It became commonly known as the Ruskin 
Heights tornado, the deadliest on record in the Kansas City 
area. 

The tornado stayed on the ground for more than 90 
minutes, traveling 71 miles across Kansas-Missouri, killing 
44 people (33 in Ruskin Heights) and injuring 531 people. 
Seven people, including the Davis family, were killed in 
Kansas and 31 Kansans were injured. It remains the 10th 
deadliest tornado in Kansas history.

Southern Johnson County was far less developed and 
populated back in 1957. Using an overlay of the path of 
the Ruskin Heights tornado through Johnson County, had it 

occurred in 2019, the tornado would have impacted 3,734 
residences, 71 commercial properties and more than 10,200 
residents from northern Spring Hill to southern Leawood 
and Overland Park. It would have caused more than $1.4 
billion in damages.

43 tornadoes since 1957
Johnson County has had 43 tornadoes since the 1957 

tornado when the population was 
approximately 140,000, but no 
storm-related fatalities. The county, 
now with a current estimated popu-
lating near 600,000, has even en-
joyed a few years without a tornado.

That was not the case on April 
19, 1966, when an F-3-rated tornado, 
with winds between 158 to 206 mph, 
damaged a new housing subdivision 
near 96th and Knox streets in Over-
land Park. It was on the ground for 
about 10 minutes on a five-mile path 
of destruction. Approximately 50 
homes were destroyed or damaged. 

The tornado barely missed a 
direct hit on Katherine Carpenter 
Elementary School, but caused some 
damage to the building. Some inju-
ries were also reported.

Since 2007, the rating of the in-
tensity of tornadoes began using the 
Enhanced Fujita (EF) scale of zero to 
five. Johnson County reported four 
EF-0 tornadoes in 2008, involving 
winds between 65-85 mph, damaging 

roofs and trees. One EF-0 tornado also occurred in 2011, 
2012 and 2015.

It wasn’t a tornado, but straight-line winds, reaching 85 
mph, that destroyed five T-hangars in March 2017 at John-
son County Executive Airport at 151st Street and Pflumm 
Road in Olathe. The hangars were rebuilt for $3.1 million. 
The winds also damaged or destroyed approximately 70 
airplanes. More than 46 homes, many in southern Leawood, 
were also damaged near the airport.

An EF-1 tornado (96-110 mph winds) touched down last 
May when the National Weather Service reported an EF-1 
twister with 98 mph winds on the ground near Stanley in 
south Overland Park, moving northeast almost five miles be-
fore ending in Leawood. The tornado caused minor damage 
to structures, more than 100 trees and power lines, but no 
injuries. 

After 62 years, the Spring Hill tornado has become more 
of a distant memory for Morrison, but the experience has 
taught her what to do if another one comes to town and is 
outside her doorstep.

 “I’m not afraid of them,” she said with a smile. “I just 
plan to get out of the way.” 

Photo/Johnson County Museum
A ‘white’ tornado damaged Overland 
Park homes on April 19, 1966.
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Teams walk to fitness in Walk Kansas

Walk Kansas, a 
team-based pro-
gram developed 
by Kansas State 

University, sets  participants 
on the path to a healthier 
life by encouraging more ac-
tivity, better nutrition choices 
and learning positive ways to 
deal with stress. 

The 2019 challenge runs 
from March 17 to May 11. 
There is an $8 participation 
fee per person. 

Walk Kansas t-shirts also 
are able for participants at an 
extra cost.

Co-workers, family 
members, friends, neighbors 
and retirement communities 
form teams of six and track 
daily minutes of physical 
activity and food choices during the eight-
week challenge. Part of the fun is picking a 
team name and team captain.

Team members track their minutes of 
activity and fruits and vegetables consumed 

each day, and report these 
weekly to their team cap-
tain. Team captains then 
report their teams’ totals to 
the state.

Walking is not the only 
activity that counts. Any 
activity that is moderate 
or vigorous for at least 10 
consecutive minutes counts. 
Strength and flexibility 
exercises, such as yoga, tai 
chi, working with resistance 
bands, and strength training 
would also count. Gardening 
can also be an active exercise 
while moving bags of com-
post, raking leaves or digging 
gardens. Teams’ progress can 
be tracked at walkkansas.org. 

Anyone wanting to 
participate should gather a 

team of six members, choose a team name 
and captain, and contact the Johnson County 
K-State Research and Extension Office for 
registration information at johnson.k-state.
edu or call 913-715-7000.  

Breakfast hops
with fun, food,
Easter egg hunt

A 
Breakfast with 
the Bunny event 
will hop with fun 

from 8 to 11 a.m. April 
13 at the Roeland Park 
Community Center, 
4850 Rosewood Dr.

Everyone’s invited 
to fill up on all-you-
can-eat Chris Cakes 
pancakes and sausage. 
Participents then can 
hop outside for pictures 
with the Easter Bunny. 

An egg hunt starts 
at 10 a.m. with free 
entry.

Breakfast is $7 per 
person in advance or $8 
day of program. 

Registration can 
be completed online at 
jcprd.com.  



The 10th Annual Johnson County Healthy Yards 
Expo on Saturday, April 6, can help residents make 
greener choices for their yards and homes. 

The earth-friendly lawn and garden event is 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Shawnee Civic Centre, 13817 Johnson 
Drive, Shawnee. The expo highlights many simple, easy 
and environmentally-friendly practices to achieve a nice 
yard. 

Johnson County K-State Research and Extension is 
teaming with Johnson County Stormwater Management and 
the cities of Overland Park, Lenexa, Olathe and Shawnee 
to present the free event. Local businesses, non-profits, city 
and county departments will offer seminars and tips that 
help residents.

“The expo promotes eco-friendly practices and provides 
education so that you can do your part for clean water, 
air and healthy soils while maintaining an attractive land-
scape,” Dennis Patton, horticulture agent for Johnson Coun-
ty Extension, said.

Visitors to the expo can:
• Enter to win door prizes.
• Pick up a free tree seedling (while supplies last).
• Visit with Johnson County K-State Research and Exten-
sion Master Gardeners and local plant societies for expert 
advice on gardening and plant cultivation. 
• Talk with city representatives to find out what’s going 

on in your neighborhood and learn about cost share pro-
grams for rain barrels and establishing rain gardens.
• Listen to informative speakers on topics such as native 
plants, composting, organic gardening and edible land-
scaping. 

• Kids can enjoy a free perfor-
mance by Stone Lion Puppet 
Theatre with their new show, 
The Frog Prints.
• Shop the native plant sale, fea-
turing more than 1,000 native 
plants selected specifically to 
thrive in a garden.

Free soil tests
Johnson County residents 

receive one free soil test, com-
pliments of Johnson County 
Stormwater Management and 
Johnson County Extension. It 
is important to know the soil’s 

nutrient levels in order to grow healthy plants and protect 
the water quality in local streams and lakes. Residents are 
asked to bring a soil sample to the expo. Learn how to take 
a soil sample by visiting johnson.k-state.edu.

For more expo info, visit the website or call 913-
715-7000. 

Expo promotes lawn and garden practices
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Three convenient offices to serve your needs

8837 Roe Avenue
Prairie Village, KS 66207

816-945-7035

5561 NW Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 64154

816-945-7035

831 NE Lakewood Boulevard
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

816-945-7035

www.kccremation.com

*a month

Pre Plan
for only

16$
*a montha montha month

Pre Plan
for only

16$

Are you looking for a simple, dignified
and affordable cremation provider?

Basic Cremation Plan Basic Cremation Plan 
$1,195.00 $1,195.00 or pre-pay and freeze the cost forever or pre-pay and freeze the cost forever 

for just for just $16.00 a month!$16.00 a month!
*based on a policy of  50 year old, no money down 10 year payments
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MORE THAN 70% RESERVED
YES, WE WELCOME RESIDENTS OF ALL FAITHS!

SG Depositor #17 
ALICE & GERALD PETERSEN

Breaking Ground on The Perfect Location
 Alice and Gerald were seeking the area’s best location. 

They found it at Village Shalom. Nestled at the intersection
 of 123rd and Nall, it’s right around the corner from 

Town Center, Park Place, Corbin Park and some of the area’s 
finest restaurants, shopping and entertainment options. 

They’ll also have the opportunity to customize 
their new home and enjoy an active community 

filled with first-class amenities.

Alice and Gerald dig the new Village Shalom. 
You will, too. Construction is underway!

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of it. 
Call 913-266-8300 or visit 

www.VillageShalom.org/Future. 

Program to focus on the Holocaust

In Memory of Six Million, a pro-
gram to remember and understand 
the Holocaust, will take place from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 30, at 
the Central Resource Library, 9875 

W 87th St., Overland Park.
Co-sponsor of the program is the 

Midwest Center of Holocaust Educa-
tion’s Second Generation Speakers Bu-
reau featuring the children of survivors 
sharing their parent’s memories of the 
Holocaust as well as their own perspec-

tives on growing up with Holocaust 
survivors.

On April 30, Evy Tilzer will share 
the stories of her mother and father, 
June and Isaac Feinsilver, who were 
survivors of the European ghettos and 
the Nazi concentration camps. 

MCHE Second generation speak-
ers are not academic historians. Their 
personal perspectives are intended to 
personalize the history of the Holocaust 
for contemporary audiences.

Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, will be celebrated May 1-2.

Immediately following the pro-
gram, Jewish Vocational Services 
representatives will present their work 
of welcoming new refugees to Kansas 
City in a new program, Refugees in Our 
Community. Presentation will detail 
who qualifies for refugee resettlement, 
what the screening process looks like 
and how the program welcomes new 
refugees to the metro community.

~ Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1946

~ Cremation Urns

~ Keepsake Urns & 
Vaults

~ No Membership 
Fees or Hidden 

Charges

4926 Johnson Drive
Shawnee Mission, 

Kansas 66205
913-384-5566

of Kansas City
$995

Simple Cremation

www.CremationCenterKC.com

Trout stockings
to lure another
fishing season

Another fishing season 
begins on Friday, 
March 8, with stock-

ings of approximately two 
tons of trout at Kill Creek 
Park, 11670 Homestead Lane, 
Olathe, and at Shawnee Mis-
sion Park, 7900 Renner Road, 
Shawnee Mission.   

The stocking will occur 
at about 2:30 p.m. in Kill 
Creek Park Lake and at about 
3:45 p.m. in Shawnee Mis-
sion Park Lake. 

Both lakes will be closed 
to fishing until the parks’ 
open at 5 a.m., Saturday, 
March 9.

For information on fishing 
and trout permits call 913-
888-4713.  

Museum plans
a day for free

A free day at the John-
son County Museum 
is set March 14 in the 

Arts and Heritage Center, 
8788 Metcalf Ave., Over-
land Park.

Participants are invited 
to enjoy the museum featur-
ing the 1950s All-Electric 
House and KidScape for 
free. Pre-registration is not 
required. 

Museum hours are 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
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Legal services can help seniors
elder law

By Tom Lasley

As we head into 2019, perhaps it’s a good time to 
remind our aging population what Kansas Legal 
Services, Inc. is all about, and what it can do for 
seniors through its Area Agency on Aging Program 

(AAA), in participation with the Johnson County Kansas Area 
Agency on Aging.  

Kansas Legal Services (KLS) is a statewide, non-profit 
law firm, and through its AAA Program, it is devoted to help-
ing seniors, 60-years-old and older, to meet their basic needs 
by providing various types of important, free legal services. 
KLS strives to erase the causes of poverty and mitigate its ef-
fects by helping people achieve and maintain self-sufficiency.  

In recent years, KLS has served nearly 20,000 persons 
annually in all 105 Kansas counties, through 11 legal services 
offices and two mediation offices 
across the state. The KLS law 
office that services the Johnson 
County AAA is located at 400 
State Ave., Suite 1015, Kansas 
City, Kansas, 913-621-0200. The 
statewide KLS headquarters is 
located in Topeka. More detailed 
information about KLS and its 
services can be obtained by visit-
ing the KLS website at kansasle-
galservices.org.

Because KLS is a non-profit 
law firm and provides free legal 
services to those who properly 
qualify, it can only exist through 
the regular receipt of federal, state and private grants along 
with private donations.  Most of these grants come to KLS 
through a national organization called Legal Services Corpo-
ration (LSC) which acts as the umbrella organization for most 
legal aid and legal services societies throughout the nation.  

LSC funds, guides and directs KLS in its community 
work through important programs like the AAA. Under the 
program, KLS works in conjunction with the Johnson County 
Area Agency on Aging by providing legal advice and services 
at no cost for senior citizens, 60-plus, who reside in Kansas 
and are American citizens or legal, permanent residents.  

These are the only qualifying factors to receive free legal 
services from KLS. There is no income test nor any asset test 
to qualify. However, it is important to note that KLS services 
are subject to availability of funding and priority is given to 
the most vulnerable elderly population who is in the greatest 
social and economic need.  

For convenience purposes to the elderly, an attorney or 
paralegal from KLS visits the following locations in Johnson 
County:
• Second Thursday of every other alternating month to 

the Johnson County AAA Office in the Sunset Building, 
11811 S. Sunset Dr., Olathe, 913-715-8860.

• Second Thursday of every other alternating month to the 

Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 Rosewood, 913-
826-3160.

• Third Wednesday of every month to the Matt Ross 
Community Center, 8101 Marty, Overland Park, 913-
826-2830.
All site visits begin at 9 a.m. Appointments are with 

qualifying seniors for 30 minutes each to discuss their legal 
concerns, including, but not necessarily limited to, the follow-
ing areas:
1. KLS will discuss with qualifying seniors their estate 

planning needs and how best to avoid probate, including 
a discussion of and preparation of simple estate planning 
documents, such as: a last will and testament, a living 
will, a durable power of attorney for healthcare and finan-
cial purposes, and a transfer on death deed. If documents 

are prepared, then through a 
separate follow-up appointment 
the documents can be executed 
in the presence of a KLS attor-
ney or paralegal, all done at the 
location of the site visit. 
2. KLS will also give general 
legal advice to qualifying seniors 
regarding the following issues: 
adult abuse, healthcare, Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
collections, guardianships and 
conservatorships, landlord/
tenant, simple real estate matters, 
bankruptcies and IRS and state 
tax debts.

The easiest way for a qualifying AAA senior citizen to 
take advantage of the free services provided by KLS is to call 
the phone number given for a site location listed above that is 
most convenient and  set an appointment for a KLS meeting.  

These meetings fill up quickly, and are often totally 
booked months in advance, so the sooner an appointment is 
made, the better chance one will have in being able to meet 
with a KLS attorney or paralegal. It is important that you do 
not simply walk in, expecting or hoping to get a meeting. Ap-
pointments are required. Before any advice is given at any of 
these meetings, the senior citizen is asked to complete a KLS 
application, with the assistance of the KLS adviser.  

A senior citizen can also apply for legal assistance either 
by phone at 1-800-723-6953 at the Central Intake office, or by 
completing a KLS Application Online that can be found on 
the KLS website. If all of the appointment spaces are taken, 
an applicant can always call the KLS offices in Kansas City, 
Kansas, for a private appointment.

In the upcoming year, the KLS looks forward to working 
with Kansas senior citizens, especially those located in the 
Johnson County AAA service area. KLS provides a valuable 
free service to the community.  If anyone is in need of these 
AAA services, they are urged to apply as soon as possible.  
Tom Lasley is an employee for Kansas Legal Services, Inc.
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Aging Mastery class begins in March

FUNERALS CAN BE
EXPENSIVE, BUT NOT AT
PORTER FUNERAL HOME

Call us today for a FREE My
Planning Guide and a no obligation

cost and planning analysis.

Results based on survey of General Price Lists provided by area funeral homes.
Providers may change their prices without notice.

8535 Monrovia
Lenexa, KS 66215
Phone: (913) 438-6444

www.porterfuneralhome.com Traditional service with basic metal
casket and outer burial container

OFFERING THE AREA’S BEST FUNERAL VALUE

“On-site Cremation, Not Outsourced...The Difference is Peace of Mind”

1835 Minnesota Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66102
Phone: (913) 621-6400
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$7,834

Porter’s saves
you $496

Porter’s saves
you $1,086

Porter’s saves
you $1,479

Porter’s saves
you $2,666

Porter’s saves
you $3,266

Porter
Funeral
Home

Overland
Park

Chapel

Johnson Co.
Chapel &
Cemetery

Amos
Family

F.H.

McGilley &
Hoge

Chapel

McGilley
State Line

Chapel

$8,330 $8,920 $9,313 $10,500 $11,100

A comprehensive and fun ap-
proach to living that cele-
brates the gift of longevity 
is what participants will find 

in a program being offered beginning 
in early March by the 50 Plus Depart-
ment of the Johnson County Park and 
Recreation District.

The Aging Mastery Program 
(AMP) focuses on positivity and 
simple changes that can make a big 
difference in creating healthy habits. 
The program combines goal-setting, 
daily practices and peer support to 
help participants make meaningful 
changes in their lives. It covers a broad 
range of topics, and local experts will 
help teach the curriculum.  

Sessions will include: 
• “Navigating Longer Lives;”
• “Exercise and You;” 
• “Sleep, Healthy Eating;” 
• “Financial Fitness;” 
• “Advance Planning,” 
• “Healthy Relationships;” 
• “Medication Management;” 

• “Falls Prevention;” and,
• “Community Engagement.” 
Participants will receive a book 

and incentives throughout the ten-
week program. 

The program is more than class-
room learning, as organizers hope to 

build a community which will help 
participants find others who are hav-
ing similar experiences, and connect 
participants to services and organi-
zations that can be great resources 
to keep people active, engaged and 
independent. 

The Aging Mastery Program will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, begin-
ning March 5 in Building A, Antioch 
Park, 6501 Antioch Rd., Merriam.

The cost for ten 90-minute ses-
sions is $45 per person for Johnson 
County residents or $50 per person for 
nonresidents. Call 913-826-3054 for 
more information. 

To register by phone, call 913- 
831-3359. To register online, visit-
jcprd.com.

The local AMP class includes 
assistance of the Mid-America Region-
al Council’s KC Communities for All 
Ages, K-State Research and Extension 
of Johnson County, and Bridge Quest 
Wealth Strategies.  
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Social activity is key to aging
to your good health

By Denise Dias

G etting out there and being social is great for any-
one … no matter what age they are! 

Research shows that older adults who are 
socially engaged on a regular basis benefit from 

better health and wellbeing.
The benefits of being social are:
• Improved social skills.
• Positive attitude.
• Improved self-esteem.
Connecting to others in the community.
• Reduced incidences of illness and disease.
• Less depression and other mental health issues.
• Better academic performance.
• Better brain health.
• Happier.
• Better quality of life.
Get connected with 

your community. Social 
connectedness means you 
are actively going out 
and engaging with those 
around you. Everyone, 
from family and friends to 
community groups, store 
clerks and health care 
professionals, are all part 
of your community. These 
are people who you know 
and trust.

Activities at home can 
also take place elsewhere. 
Being social means it is 
easy to make these con-
nections and the activities 
you engage in are fun and 
meaningful.

If you feel lonely or 
isolated, it is time to break 
out of your shell. Join a 
club or committee, orga-
nize a get-together with family or friends, go to the theater, 
and check out the latest movie, sporting event or festival. 

Want to explore new places? Take a trip or try a new 
restaurant. Everybody has to eat, right? 

If doing some of these things take you too far out of 
your comfort zone, maybe technology is a way to get con-
nected without leaving the house. Smart phones, emails and 
video messaging are easy ways to stay connected to family 
and friends who may be far away. Health care professionals 
are even using these means of communication to check in 
on you at home. Technology today can even help you to 
remember to take your medicine! It is just another tool in 
your tool belt to keep you connected.

Quality relationships are the ones that give you the 
most joy and are most meaningful. Maintaining these rela-
tionships is a key benefit of social activity. These relation-
ships can be a source of strength as you navigate through 
and cope withlife transitions. There is no special recipe to 
finding meaningful social activity. That is something each 
person has to seek and create for themselves.

For some people, getting out and being a social butter-
fly is energizing and fun, while for others, they may strug-
gle with loneliness and depression. Loneliness tends to feed 
the feelings of depression. If you are struggling with these 
feelings, tell someone. It is not something to fear and hide. 
Tell a friend, your doctor or a therapist. It can be the first 
step to improving and getting back to living a quality life.

Still need a nudge to 
get social? Johnson County 
Extension is brimming with 
opportunities and events. 
Learn more by calling 913-
715-7000 or visiting john-
son.ksu.edu. Or, try one of 
these ideas:  
1. Create a schedule, this 
takes away the feeling of 
not knowing what you are 
going to do. Find one thing 
to do every day and write it 
on a calendar.
2. Join a group to find 
others with similar inter-
ests. Family, Community 
Education is one Extension 
organization that connects 
education and community 
service in fun and meaning-
ful ways. 
3. Set some goals. Start 
small and be realistic, but 
just get started!
4. Take a class! Learn 
something new, there are 

numerous classes at the Extension Office in the Sunset 
Drive Office Building, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe, and 
other venues around Johnson County.
5. Volunteer!  Extension has hundreds of volunteers who 
focus on learning and sharing information on a variety of 
topics. Some of these topics are: food, gardening, nature, 
taxes, Medicare and education.

Being socially active is important to your health and 
wellbeing as you age.  Making your social connections 
meaningful will contribute to a healthier lifestyle and years 
of enjoyable aging.  
Denise Dias is family and consumer sciences agent at the Johnson Coun-
ty K-State Research and Extension Office.
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Open House: 
3rd Tuesday of 
Every Month. 
10-11:30 AM It’s Not the Years, 

It’s How You Live Them

Mission Square
“Independent living designed just for you!”

Stop by and check the convenient lifestyle, unique ambiance and exceptional living experience.
Mission Square offers the best value for Active Senior Living in the area, come see why! 

Mon-Thurs 9AM-5PM, Fri 9AM-4PM

Heated Garage, Social Activities, Chef Prepared Meal Options,
All Basic Utilities Included, Essential Transportation Available

913-403-8200 • mission-square.com   |   6220 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202

Sylvester Powell, Jr membership included Please RSVP for the open houses.

Day trips to roll with arrival of spring 
Daryl Burton to share prison experience

The year 1984 was life-altering for Daryl Burton.  
A dangerous situation arose in the town where he 

was living. A drug dealer was shot to death at a local 
gas station. Police searched for the suspect and gathered a 
group of  individuals for a lineup. Burton was one of those 
lineup individuals even though he didn’t match the descrip-
tion of the killer. Two men identified him as the murderer. 
The men who identified Burton both received lighter sen-
tencing for testifying that he was 
guilty. 

Burton received a life sen-
tence for a crime he never com-
mitted. He spent 24 years in pris-
on trying to prove his innocence 
until he was finally exonerated. 
Burton says he is “better, not bit-
ter” because of his experience. 

On Friday, April 26, Johnson 
County Park and Recreation Dis-
trict’s 50 Plus Program is offering 
an opportunity to meet Burton, now a resident of Johnson 
County, and travel with him to Jefferson City, Mo. He will 
share his stories about the 24 years he spent inside the walls 
of the Missouri State Penitentiary, including a tour of the 
facility with Burton as one of the tour guides.  

The price for the trip is $91 and includes transporta-
tion, lunch, admissions and gratuities, and an escort. The 
trip leaves at 7 a.m. from Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Rd., 
Merriam.

Burton will also be the featured speaker during a lunch 
and learn program at 11:30 a.m.  Friday, April 12, at the 
Johnson County Arts and Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park. Price is $25 for Johnson County resi-
dents and $27 for nonresidents. More information is avail-
able by calling 913-826-3030.  

Animal lovers to meet Clydesdales, Susie

Johnson County Park and Recreation District’s 50 Plus 
Program has a great line up of spring day trips in 
March and April, featuring all things animals, agricul-

ture and transportation. 
The first outing is for the animal lovers with a tour on 

Thursday, March 21, of the Kansas State University Veter-
inary School at Manhattan, including a guided-driving tour 
of the K-State campus.  An animal encounter at Sunset Zoo 

features the opportunity to meet 
Susie the chimp. Susie was fea-
tured on Good Morning America 
for becoming a mom at age 56. 
Cost is $79 and includes trans-
portation, lunch, admissions, 
gratuities and an escort. 

The animal love continues 
with a visit on Friday, April 5, to 
meet the Budweiser Clydesdales 
at the Warm Springs Ranch, 
Boonville, Mo., followed by a 

guided tour of the Mitchell Company to learm  how transpor-
tation has changed over the years. Cost is $86 and includes 
transportation, lunch, admissions, gratuities and an escort. 

On Tuesday, April 16, a day trip to Topeka offers a lesson 
in farming from Cargill, Inc. with a visit to one of the com-
pany’s largest grain elevators. Participants will don a hard 
hat (provided) for a guided tour of the plant. 

After lunch, trip goers will explore the third-generation 
Ree’s Fruit Farm whose  history dates back to 1901. Cost is 
$78 and includes transportation, lunch, admissions, gratuities 
and an escort. 

All daytrips depart from Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch 
Road.  For more information, departure times or to register, 
call 913-826-3030.  
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913-667-2301
resettleme.com

• Move coordination
• New Floor Layout
• Downsizing

Feeling overwhelmed by an upcoming move?
We can make your move more manageable and help 

make your new surroundings quickly feel like home.

• Packing
• Unpacking
• Organizing

Webpage assists in valuations

The application process for our buildings couldn’t 
be easier. Contact us directly and we’ll find out if you 
qualify and promptly take care of the details, including 
assistance with the paperwork. If you qualify, you 
simply move in and begin living anew!

Utilities provided (allowance based)
Rent based on income
Section 8 assistance available

Great location
Social events
No voucher needed

Quality housing that meets your budget, in a safe, secure setting.

Pimk.indd   1 11/13/14   1:05 PM

On or before the first of March 
each year, the Johnson County 
Appraiser mails Notices of 
Appraised Value (NOAV) to 

real estate property owners. 
This notice provides the current year 

and prior year history of your property’s 
valuation. New this year, the Appraiser’s 
Office is offering a few customer-friend-
ly options for accessing property infor-
mation and filing for a residential appeal.

“We know this information is im-
portant to each Johnson County property 
owner,” Johnson County Appraiser Paul 
Welcome said. 

“It’s our goal to provide fair, accu-
rate and appropriate valuations, while 
providing the best possible customer 
service to residents.”

For residential properties, the annual 
NOAV shows comparable sales data on 
property that was used in the valuation 
process. This information is located 
about halfway down on the front of the 
NOAV. 

What’s new?
A new webpage has been launched 

that allows residents to access our map-
ping and property value information in 
a single location, at https://ims.jocogov.
org/locationservices. New online features 
are also being rolled out this year - after 
March 1, residential property owners will 
be able to view a PDF version of their 
NOAV and, if necessary, file an appeal 
online at https://jocogov.org/appraiser.

To appeal or not to appeal?
If you believe your property’s value 

is estimated fairly but the real estate 
property taxes are too high, an appeal of 
valuation may not specifically address 
your ultimate concern of mill levy/tax 
rates. 

To challenge the actual mill levy tax 
rates, it is recommended that you attend 
and participate in the annual public bud-
get hearings held by the elected govern-
ment jurisdictions that set tax rates. Each 
invites public comment. 

Learn more about the appeal process 
at https://jocogov.org/appraiser. 

Game show fun
seeks contestants
at Roeland Park 

A 50 Plus Game Show 
Showdown will ask con-
testants to come on down 

from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. April 4 
at the Roeland Park Communi-
ty Center, 
4850 Rose-
wood Dr.

Every-
one gets a 
chance to 
play during 
the  fun 
rendition of television game 
shows. Refreshments will be 
served. 

Advance registration is 
encouraged at jcprd.com since 
space is limited. 

Cost is $10 for Johnson 
County residents, $11 nonresi-
dents. 



● Yard Work 
● Mulch / Edging 
● Weeding 
● Planting 
● Pruning 
● Shrub Trimming 
● Tree Trimming 
● Gutter Cleaning 

● Yard Cleanup 
● Spring Cleanup 
● Leaf Cleanup 
● Bed Cleanup 
● Shrub Removal 
● Sm Tree Removal 
● Brush Cleanup 
● Storm Cleanup 

● Lawn Care 
● Lawn Mowing 
● Seeding 
● Fertilizing 
● Weed Control 
● Aerating 
● Verticutting 
● Topsoil / Sod 

Helping 
Johnson County’s 

Older Adults 

913-980-8686   helpfromafriend.com 

CENSUS JOBS
Part-time positions – all year round
Call Toll Free: 877-474-5226 or
Email: Denver.Recruit@Census.Gov

Include: Full Name • Full Address • Phone 
Number • if Bilingual • How you Learned 
About this Employment Opportunity

www.census.gov/about/regions/Denver/jobs/all.html
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A couple of things to do on April 27
TimberRidge Center schedules open house

Johnson County residents will have the opportunity to 
choose from several activities during the annual open 
house from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 27 at the TimberRidge 

Adventure Center, 12300 Homestead Lane, Olathe. 
This is a free event.

Fun things to do include canoeing, kayaking, 
pedal boating, hiking, BB gun shooting and archery. 

Participants must be 8 
years or older for the BB gun 
and archery range activities. 
All ages are welcome to partici-
pate in the Family Fun Treasure 
Hunt from 11 a.m. to 2 pm. 

Fishing is also available, 
however participants age 16 
and older are required to have 
Kansas fishing license. Licenses 
will not be sold on site. Cops n’ 
Bobbers will be on site with poles and bait available or partici-
pants may bring their own. 

An open climbing event for interested parties ages 12 and 
older is also on the list. Climbers must pre-register as space is 
limited. Participants are required to complete medical and lia-
bility releases prior to participating. Children under the age of 
18 must also have a parent or guardian’s signature. Climbing 
enrollment is limited to 40 people. 

To register or for more information, call 913-856-8849.  

Mildale Farm plans Community Day

The annual Mildale Farm Community Day, a free event, 
is fun for individuals or as a family outing to explore 
the 158-acre site from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 27.

Visitors are also welcome to picnic on the farm located 
at 35250 West 99th St., Edgerton,

Arts and crafts activities for the kids will be in the 
main barn. Catch-and-release fishing in all seven ponds 

will also be 
offered. 

Participants 
must bring their 
own bait and 
tackle. While 
Johnson County 
Park and Rec-
reation District 
fishing permits 
have been 
waived for the 

event, Kansas residents ages 16 to 74 and nonresidents age 
16 and older must have a Kansas state fishing license.

Restrooms will be available, but the property’s two 
homes and other outbuildings will not be open during the 
community day. 

No alcohol is allowed, pets must be on-leash and vehi-
cles must remain on roadways. 

For more information, call 913-826-2957.  

business card ads
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your March-April classifieds

Publishing of classified advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or  

Johnson County Government.

ALL CLEAN CARPETS. Family 
Owned and Operated since 1977! 
Carpets-Tile-Grout-Orientals / Area 
Rug Cleaning.  Small Carpet Repairs 
and Odor Control. We also Clean 
Upholstery. Sofa’s-Love Seats-
Chairs. Mention This Ad and receive 
10% off your first cleaning. ALL 
CLEAN CARPETS 913-894-0301.

Complete Residential Services. 
Electrical, plumbing repairs, interior 
and exterior painting, driveway 
sealing and repair, expert textured 
ceiling or wall repair. Free estimates 
and references available. Call Rich at 
913-522-8325.
MEDICARE - Just starting the 
process? Or would you like to 
review your current coverage? 
Unlike Medicare Advantage plans, 
Medicare Supplement plans can be 
changed any time of the year. I’m 
a local, licensed, independent and 
experienced Medicare Advisor. Will 
shop your current rate or answer your 
Medicare questions. Contact Rhonda 
at 913-579-3349.
Enjoy weekly oil painting classes 
in my studio. All skill levels welcome. 
Contact Carole. 913-825-1307. Visit 
my website at caroleabla.com.

Overland Park Mobile Wash LLC - 
Power washing for autos, concrete, 
siding, fencing. Call 913-309-7372 
or visit www.opmobilewash.com for 
all your power washing needs. Better 
Business Accredited.

SHAME ON YOU!  You bought a 
computer but barely use it because 
it’s just too dang hard to learn, right?  
Well, SenCom (Senior Computer 
Users) is here to change all that.  
We offer hands-on workshops that 
move at a pace designed to ensure 
your success.  We’ll show you how 
to avoid viruses and hackers, how to 
send photos to your grandkids, how 
to keep your computer humming -- 
and much, much more that will bring 
YOU into the 21st Century.  Internet, 
Word, Email, Computer Maintenance 
and Photo Management are just a 
sampling of our workshops.  Plus, we 
have monthly speakers and a monthly 
Lunch & Learn.  Do a little or do a 
lot – but DO check us out at www.
kcsenior.net or call Lou at 913-298-
0575.

DOG CARE: Overland Park area. 
Dog lover will take care of your dog in 
my home. Retired, $25 a day, locked 
fence in yard, and references. 913- 
642-5055. 

HANDYMAN PRO, LLC - Repair, 
Remodel, Renew. Bathrooms, 
painting, decks, yard work, sheetrock 
repair, grab bars, ramp building. Call 
Tom for free estimate. 913-488-7320. 
Handymanprokc.com.

PIANO LESSONS! All ages, all 
levels. Near 91st and Metcalf. 10% off 
first three months with this ad. 913-
649-2016. traynorpiano.com.

Retired nurse and Kansas 
licensed nail technician will provide 
theapuetic nail care in the comfort of 
your own home. Reasonable price 
services for both men and woman. 
Please call Julia for appoinment or 
information. 913-203-9494.

PEST PROBLEMS? Soon, it will 
be Spring! As a Board Certified 
Entomologist with 40+ years of 
experience, I will identify bug and 
other pest problems, explain how 
they may affect your health and 
advise how to proactively eliminate a 
problem. U. S. veteran (commissioned 
medical entomologist) with reasonable 
rates. (forrest@saintaubinbce.com) 
or 913-927-9588.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION.  
Individuals, Partnerships, and 
Corporations. Providing accounting, 
payroll, and quarterly returns. 
Experienced. 913-579-6345. 

RESIDENTIAL LIFTS. New & 
Recycled – Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts, elevators. KC Lift & 
Elevator at 913-327-5557 (formerly 
Silver Cross - KC) 

Brick, Block and Stone. All work 
guaranteed. I am insured and have 
forty years’ experience. Call Paul 913-
302-7297 Day or 913-321-0431 Night.

MG Home Repair and Improvement. 
All around the home repairs. Carpentry, 
lighting, plumbing, concrete repairs, 
deck and fence repair, power washing, 
staining and sealing, interior and 
exterior painting. Experienced, quality 
workmanship; senior discounts; free 
estimates; insured. Call Michael in 
Lenexa, 913-486-9040.

PROFESSIONAL HANDYMAN 
SERVICE. Serving the Johnson 
County area. Retired gentleman with 
30 plus years’ experience in home 
repairs. Specializing in small job 
repairs such as faucets, toilets, fans, 
lights, outlets, switches, and carpentry. 
Johnson County Home Repair, LLC. 
Brooks Lytle. 913-701-5171.

SERVICES PROVIDED

at your service
The classified ad rate in The Best Times is $55 for 
the first 20 words and $0.75 for each additional 
word. Advertising rates and advertising deadlines 
are subject to change without notice.

Effective in 2019, payment for classified ads and 
business card ads must be paid in advance by the 

invoice due date prior to ad publication. 

Classified ad requests are not accepted after the 
3rd day of the month preceding the publication. 
For more information on the classified ad or busi-
ness card ad process contact Che’rell Bilquist.

Email: cherell.bilquist@jocogov.org 
Call: 913-715-8920
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Electricians - semi-retired, 
licensed, neat and courteous. “We 
work with you, listen, and advise 
accordingly.” All jobs considered, from 
adding new receptacles and lights to 
upgrading electrical service panel. 
Stop overpaying. Raymond. 913-671-
8868.

LEND A HANDY HELPER, LLC. 
We do those “”little”” jobs that other 
Handymen won’t do. Licensed, 
Insured. Free Estimates. From 
Lightbulbs to Ceiling fans, Gutters, 
Power washing, and Grab bars. 
No Job Too Small! 22 year Retired 
Military Veteran, Honest, Reliable, 
REASONABLE. You can make 
an estimate appointment online 
at website or call 913-713-9030. 
lendahandyhelper.wix.com/lend-a-
handy-helper.

Lawn Mowing, Aerification, Seeding, 
Fertilizing and Landscape. Honest, 
Reliable and Reasonable. 25 years 
exp. of golf grounds management Call 
Kurt at 816-896-7354.
Mitchell Painting: Taking care of 
Johnson County homes since 1981. 
We paint interiors and, and stain decks 
and fences. We are fully insured. 
Howard Mitchell. 913-381-6854.

Funeral Plot at Johnson County 
Memorial Garden. Old Rugged Cross 
#49. Lot/tier #1009 plus 16/24 Bronze 
Memorial marker. Space A & B.  
$3,500. For more information please 
call 515-210-2177.

Two internal crypts. Prince of 
Peace Mausoleum. Nativity Cove. 
Resurrection Cemetery. Call 913-631-
4348 for info.

Single Burial Plot for Sale in 
Johnson County Funeral Chapel & 
Memorial Gardens. Beautiful area 
Garden of Apostles. Call Elaine if 
interested. 612-229-1438.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES WANTED: 35th year 
in business in KC / We are actively 
looking to purchase antique furniture, 
paintings, glassware, quilts, jewelry, 
postcards, watches, pottery, advertising 
signs, country store items and almost 
anything old or unusual. Free verbal 
appraisals. Call 913-677-5566 or www.
horsefeathersantiques.com.

Publishing of classified advertising 
does not constitute agreement or 
endorsement by this magazine or  

Johnson County Government.

your March-April classifieds

SERVICES PROVIDED

FOR SALE

your March calendar

  Contact specific facility locations 
for registration and questions. 

March 
Wednesdays. Silver Screen Matinee. 
1 p.m. Irene B. French. Popcorn 
provided second & fourth Wednesday.  

Monday Movies. 12:15 p.m.  Lenexa 
Senior Center.  3/4 – “Larry Crown;” 
3/11 – “The Sixth Sense;” 3/18 – 
“Lincoln;” 3/25 - ”Brain on Fire.” 
Optional lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 
a.m. prior to the movie. Call 913-888-
6141 between 9-10 a.m. 24 hours in 
advance for lunch reservations. Free 
popcorn & a beverage will be served.

March 1
Irish Celebration with Celtique. 1:30-
3 p.m. $12/$13. Matt Ross. Celebrate 
National Irish American Heritage Month 
with a special performance of Irish 
music by the band Celtique. Enjoy 
treats & learn a Caelic dance.  

March 5
New to Medicare. 5:30–7 p.m. 
Extension.

Making Everyday Choices for a 
Healthy Sustainable Diet. 6:30–7:30 
p.m. Extension.

Tuesday Tunes. 6:30–8:15 p.m. 

Olathe Downtown Library. Bring your 
instrument & jam with us. Expect 
fiddles, guitars, folk, blues & bluegrass.

Mardi Gras Mah Jongg. 9:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. $14/$15. Roeland Park. Fee 
covers program & refreshments. Pre-
register before at 913-831-3359.

50 & Beyond Potluck “Spring 
Treats.” Noon. Sylvester Powell. 

March 6
Wednesday Walks-Rock Island Trail 
Spur. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $20/$22. Departure 
from Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Road, 
Merriam. Pre-register at 913-831-3359.

March 7
Chair Yoga. Noon–12:45 p.m. Olathe 
Downtown Library. 

March 10
Good & Cheap: Eating Well on a 
Budget. 2–3 p.m. Olathe Downtown 
Library. Leann Brown, author of NYT 
bestselling cookbook Good & Cheap: 
Eat Well on $4/Day. 

March 12
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Beautiful Boy.” 
12:30 p.m. $1 (SPJCC members) $2 
(non-members). Sylvester Powell.  

March 13
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 p.m. 

Lenexa Senior Center. Optional lunch 
for $3 donation at 11:30 a.m. Call 913-
888-6141 between 9-10 a.m. 24 hours 
in advance for lunch reservations.

Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 
p.m. Lenexa Senior Center.  Call 913-
477-7100 to reserve a spot. 

Spring Break Bingo. $5/$6-covers 
program & refreshments. 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Tomahawk Ridge. Pre-registration 
one week in advance by calling 913-
831-3359.

March 14
“Pi (3.14) Day Bingo.” 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
$3 for 15 games. Irene B. French. 
Snacks & drinks provided. 

Lunch Bunch. 11:15 a.m. 
(transportation departs from Lenexa 
Senior Center at 10:40 a.m.) Cost of 
your own meal. $5 for transportation 
to “Rudy’s Tenampa” (8710 Lackman 
Rd. Lenexa). Reservations required by 
calling 913-477-7100.

March 16
St. Patrick’s Themed Potluck. 
Noon. $1. Lenexa Senior Center. 
Please bring a dish to share for 10-
12 folks, beverage provided. Meat 
provided. Reserve a spot by calling 
913-477-7100. 
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March 19
Bob & Una Walkenhorst: For 
Tomorrow. 7–8:30 p.m. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Live performance of folk 
music by a father-daughter duo. 

March 20
Adventure Walks-Stockton State 
Park. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. $28/$31. 
Departure from Antioch Park. Pre-
register at 913-831-3359.  

Blood Pressure Checks. 8:30-10:30 
a.m. Sylvester Powell.

March 21
DASH Diet. 6–8 p.m. $25. Extension.

March 22
Cards & Games. 10–11:30 a.m. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. Bring your 
own game or try something new. 

Facebook® 101. $18/$20. 10 a.m.-12 
p.m. Tomahawk Ridge. Call 913-831-
3359 to pre-register.

50 & Beyond Bingo “Spring into 
Spring!”1:30 p.m. $2 (SPJCC 
members) $4 (non-members). 
Sylvester Powell. 

March 25
Sewing, Easy Alterations. 6–8 p.m. 
Four-series class with other dates 
3/27, 4/1, 4/3. $35 (JoCo residents) 
$39 (non-residents). Extension.

Mobile Integrated Healthcare Stop. 
10 a.m.–noon. Olathe Downtown 
Library.  

March 26
Quilting Workshop: Paper Piecing. 
6–8 p.m. Extension.

How to Maximize Your Social 
Security. 6:30 p.m. Lenexa Senior 
Center. Please register by calling 913-
477-7100.

When Good Plants Go Bad. 7 p.m. 
$10. Extension.

50 & Beyond Matinee. “The Old Man 
& the Gun.” 12:30 p.m. $1 (SPJCC 
members) $2 (non-members). 
Sylvester Powell.

March 27

Lunch & Learn-Behind the Scenes 
of Local Agriculture. $18/$20 lunch 
included. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Arts & 
Heritage Center. Pre-register at 913-
831-3359. 

March 28
Hot Pick Movie Night. 6 p.m. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. 
Wizard of Oz® Bingo. 1:30-3:30 
p.m. $5/$6 in advance for program 
& refreshments. Roeland Park. Pre-
registration one week in advance by 
calling 913-831-3359.

March 30
A New Deal for Public Art in the Free 
State, featuring historian Kara Heitz. 
2–3 p.m. Olathe Downtown Library.

April 
Wednesdays. Silver Screen Matinee. 
1 p.m. Irene B. French. Popcorn 
provided second & fourth Wednesday.  
Monday Movies. 12:15 p.m. Lenexa 
Senior Center. 4/1 – “God’s Not Dead;” 
4/8 – “Second Best;” 4/22 – “Mountain 
Top;” 4/29 – “Set It Up.” Optional lunch 
for $3 donation at 11:30 a.m. prior to 
the movie. Call 913-888-6141 between 
9-10 a.m. 24 hours in advance for 
lunch reservations. Free popcorn & a 
beverage will be served.

April 2
Making Everyday Choices for a 
Healthy Sustainable Diet. 6:30–7:30 
p.m. Extension.

Tuesday Tunes. 6:30-8:15 p.m. 
Olathe Downtown Library. Bring your 
instrument and jam with us. 

April 3
Wednesday Walks-Riverfront Park. 
$20/$22. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Departure from 
Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Road, 
Merriam. Pre-register at 913- 831-3359.

April 4
Chair Yoga. Noon–12:45 p.m. Olathe 
Downtown Library.  
Gameshow Showdown. 1:30-3:30 
p.m. $10/$11. Roeland Park. Everyone 
gets a chance to play. Refreshments. 
Pre-register by calling 913-831-3359. 

April 5
Cleaning Healthy, Cleaning Green. 
1–2 p.m. $6 (JoCo residents) $7 (non-
residents). Extension.

Scraps of Quilting Music. 7–8:30 
p.m. Olathe Indian Creek Library. Live 
performance of folk music based on 
American quilting traditions.

April 6
Healthy Yards Expo. 9–2 p.m. 
Earth-friendly lawn & garden event. 
Extension.

April 7
Harmonica from Scratch with Lil’ 
Rev. 10–11:30 a.m. Olathe Indian 
Creek Library. Learn how to play a 10-
hole diatonic harmonica-harmonicas 
provided. Call 913-971-6850 to 
register.

April 9
Spring Fling Party.  12:15 p.m. 
Lenexa Senior Center. Please bring 
treats to share & dress in spring colors. 
Reserve your spot 913-477-7100.

50 & Beyond Matinee. “A Star 
is Born.” 12:30 p.m. $1 (SPJCC 
members) $2 (non-members). 
Sylvester Powell. 

April 10
Birthday Entertainment. 12:15 p.m. 
Lenexa Senior Center.  Optional 
lunch for $3 donation at 11:30 a.m. 
Call 913-888-6141 between 9-10 
a.m. 24 hours in advance for lunch 
reservations.

Hippity Hoppin’ Bingo. 1:30-
3:30 p.m. $5/$6 covers program & 
refreshments. Matt Ross. Pre-register 
one week in advance by calling 913-
831-3359. Extra fees added to day of 
program registrations.

April 11
“I Love the 50’s Bingo.” 1:30-
3:30 p.m. $3 for 15 games. Irene B. 
French. Snacks & drinks provided. 

Lunch Bunch. 11:15 a.m. 
(Transportation departs from Lenexa 
Senior Center at 10:40 a.m.) Cost of 
your own meal. $5 for transportation 
to “Jumpin’ Catfish” (1861 S. 
Ridgeview Rd. Olathe). Pre-register 
by calling 913-477-7100.

April 12
Lunch & Learn-Wrongfully 
Convicted. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
$18/$20 includes lunch. Arts & 
Heritage Center. Hear the incredible 
story of Darryl Burton, how he was 
wrongly convicted & spent 24 years 
behind bars. Call 913-831-3359 to 
pre-register.

April 13
AARP Smart Driver Course. 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Register with the facility 
and give the instructor a check made 
out to AARP the day of the course. 
$15/AARP member $20/non-AARP 
member. Registration required. 913-
322-5550.

your March-April calendar



BLUE VALLEY REC.: Blue Valley Recreation Center at 
Hilltop:      7720 W. 143rd St., Overland Park, KS 66223; 
913-685-6090;  www.bluevalleyrec.org.

CENTRAL RESOURCE LIBRARY: 9875 W. 87th St., 
Overland Park, KS 66212;  913-826-4600 and Press 3 for 
all Johnson County Library reservations.

EXTENSION: Johnson County K-State Research and 
Extension, 11811 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe, KS 66061; 913-715-
7000; www.johnson.ksu.edu/classes.

ARTS & HERITAGE: Arts & Heritage Center, 8788 Metcalf 
Ave., Overland Park KS 66212; 913-826-2787;  www.
jococoAHC.com.

IRENE B. FRENCH: Irene B. French Community Center, 
5701 Merriam Drive, Merriam, KS 66203; 913-322-5550.

LENEXA SENIOR CENTER: 13425 Walnut St., Lenexa, KS 
66215; 913-477-7100.

MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP AND FARM: 1200 Kansas 
City Road, Olathe, KS 66061; 913-971-5111.

MATT ROSS: Matt Ross Community Center, 8101 Marty 
St., Overland Park, KS 66212; 913-826-2830.

MILL CREEK: Mill Creek Activity Center, 6518 Vista, 
Shawnee, KS 66218;  913-826-2950. 

NEW CENTURY: New Century Fieldhouse, 551 New Century 
Parkway, New Century, KS 66031; 913-826-2850.

OLATHE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY: 201 E. Park St., Olathe, KS 
66061; 913-971-6850; to register, 913-971-6888.

OLATHE INDIAN CREEK: Indian Creek Branch Library, 13511 
S. Mur-Len Rd., Olathe, KS 66062;  913-971-6835.

PRAIRIE VILLAGE: Prairie Village Community Center, 7720 
Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS 66208; 913-381-6464

ROELAND PARK: Roeland Park Community Center, 4850 
Rosewood Drive, Roeland Park, KS 66205; 913-826-3160.

SHAWNEE CIVIC CENTRE: 13817 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, 
KS 66216; 913-631-5200.

SHAWNEE SAFETY CENTER: SenCom computer lab, lower 
level, 6535 Quivira Road, Shawnee, KS 66203; 913-631-5200.

SYLVESTER POWELL: Sylvester Powell Community Center, 
6200 Martway St., Mission, KS 66202; 913-722-8200.

TOMAHAWK RIDGE: Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, 
11902 Lowell Ave., Overland Park, KS 66213; 913-327-6645.

FACILITY LOCATIONS
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your April calendar
April 15

Abstract Watercolors. 3:30-5 p.m. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. Easy 
watercolor workshop. All materials 
provided. 
Beginner’s Water Bath Canning. 5-8 
p.m. $15/$17. Roeland Park. Price 
includes a can to take home & all 
supplies needed. Call 913-831-3359 to 
pre-register.

April 16
World of Music: Gerald Trimble & 
Jambaroque. 7–8:30 p.m. Olathe 
Indian Creek Library. Live performance 
on original, rare, 17th & 18th century 
instruments.
Solving the Medicare Puzzle. 6:30 
p.m. Lenexa Senior Center.  Call 913-
477-7100 to reserve a spot. 

April 17
Adventure Walks-Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
$28/$31. Departure from Antioch Park, 
6501 Antioch Road, Merriam. Pre-regis-
ter at 913-831-3359.
Blood Pressure Checks. 8:30-10:30 
a.m. Sylvester Powell. 

April 18
Gluten Free Baking. 6–8 p.m. $25. 
Extension.

Soup, Salad & Strolling Strings. 11 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. $16/$18. Matt Ross. 
Pre-register by 4/11 at 913-831-3359. 

April 19
50 & Beyond Bingo “Rainy Blooms.” 
1:30 p.m. $2 (SPJCC members) $4 
(non-members). Sylvester Powell. 

April 22
Mobile Integrated Healthcare Stop. 
10 a.m.–Noon. Olathe Downtown 
Library. 

April 23
Quilting Workshop: Basic Quilting 
on Your Sewing Machine. 6–8 p.m. 
Extension.
Veteran’s Benefits Workshop. 6 p.m. 
Lenexa Senior Center.  Register by 
calling 913-477-7100.
50 & Beyond Matinee. “Green Book.” 
12:30 p.m. $1 (SPJCC members) $2 
(non-members). Sylvester Powell. 
Social Outing-Belvoir Winery. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. $15/$16. Departure from 
Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Road, Mer-
riam. Pre-register at 913-831-3359.

April 24
Sac & Fox Casino Trip. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
$28. Departs from the Lenexa Senior 
Center. Registration deadline March 29 
by calling 913-477-7134.  

April 25
Hot Pick Movie Night. 6 p.m. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library. 
Lunch & Learn-World War II, 
Escaping the Holocaust. 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. $18/$20 fee includes 
lunch. Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch 
Road, Merriam. Experience one 
man’s journey through Europe, es-
caping the Holocaust.  Call 913-831-
3359 to pre-register.

April 26
Cards & Games. 10–11:30 a.m. 
Olathe Indian Creek Library.  
Soc Hop. 7–9 p.m. Lenexa Senior 
Center. Advance registration fee 
prior to April 26 is $10 per person or 
$15 per couple. April 26 fee is $15 
per person or $20 per couple. 

April 27
Modern Japanese Braiding. 2–3 
p.m. Olathe Downtown Library. 

April 30
Making Everyday Choices for a 
Healthy Sustainable Diet. 6:30–
7:30 p.m. Extension.
How to Maximize Your Social 
Security. 6:30 p.m. Lenexa Senior 
Center. Register by calling 913-477-
7100. 
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